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SURVEY 
OF THE 
EIGHT BOOKS 
OF 
( ins SHetonins T ranquillus, : 
UPON THE 


TWELVE CASARS. 


The FIRST BOOK, -1 
Being the LIFE of 


Divm Fulins Ceſar. 


The AR GUMENT. 


H E privacy of his Condition for ſome time, 
to be 2 fey his for Virilis - 
Certain accidents which befell him when 
he was a young e Man: bs firſt taking up 
Armes ;, his progreſs in' the Wars ; his accuſation of 
Dolabella:, and- his retirement to Rhodes; hs 


> beins taken by Pirates at Sea, his attion againſt 
< Mithridates, | 
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and the adminiſtration of 


A Survey of the Twelve Czfars. 
| His Honours, and Mafiſtracies, with' his Deport- 
ment, andthe Accidents which befell him therein z his 
being made firſt a Tribune of the Souldiers;, his Que- 
forih in the farther part of Spain; his return to 
Rome, and the ſ,ſpicion he fell under ; his /AEdile-, 
ſhip, and the ſeveral paſeges thereof *, his Pretorſhip, 
| zs Province in Spain; his 
return to Rome, his Conſu ſhip, his Marriage with 
Calphurnia, his Government im France, his ſeveral 
Arts and Stratagems, to confirm and increaſe his pow- 
er ; his Atchievements during the nine years he had the 
Command of that Province ;, the death of his Mother, 
his Daughter, and bis Grand-daughter. 
His contrivance of New troubles; the advantage he 
made of the Publick.conſternation:, his bounty and mu- 
nificence to the people of Rome, with the artifice he 
uſed to ingratiate with Pompey, the Senate, the G- 
tizens of all Orders, the Freed-men and Servants ; 
but eſpecially all Criminals, Prodigals, and perſons in 
Debt, as alſo all Foreign Princes, and Governours of 
Provinces; the endeavours of M. and Ca. Marcel- 
Jus to obſtruft him, and the ways which Czar took to 
defeat them. "Wag LE” 
The Civil War which Czfar commenced, bis retire- 
ment into Gallia Cifalpina, and bis rendezvous at 


Ravenna ; bis Declaration and Pretence : his begin- 


ing of the War, and his paſſage over the Rubicon , 
the Progreſ# of his Affairs, the Loſſes be ſuſtaif d by 
bis Lieutenants, his five Triumphs, his liberality to the 
Souldiers and People, the various Spettacles which be 
exhibited. | | 


The ftate of the Commonwealth actording to Cz-' } 

fars eſtabliſhment ; he correits the Calendar, fills 
the Senate, divides the Elettion of Magiſtrates with 
the people, and inſtitutes many things de novo # the 
| Re- 
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Republick.,, his Tranſmarine Colonies ;, his inventions 
ſo ſupply the City, which was almoſt exhaliſted:, his 
diligence, and ſeverity in the adminiſtration of Fuſtice;, 
his Deſtons for the 'Repairing arid Adornment of the 
Cy, and his ways of Defending and Enlarging his 
Empire. 

His Complexion, Habit, ene, and Manntrs, as 
alſo his Inclinations in Civil and Military affairs; his 
ſtature, his form, his conſtitution, and curuſity about 
himſelf, bis habitation and neatneſs ,, his manner 0 
entertainments, and the diſcipline of his Family; his 
modeſty in ſome things, and his immodeſty in others ;, 
his debauching of ſeveral. honourable. Ladzes in the ( - 
ty, and ſeveral conſiderable perſons in the Provinces, 
eſpecially Cleopatra ;, his abſtemiouſneſs, as toWine, 
and his indifferency in his Diet ;, -his' Extortion in his 
Foreion + 8.-$7 4 and in his Civil Magiſtracies ; 
bis excellence in Rhetorick,, and Eloquence,, his Cau- 
ron, and his Courage ;, his Contempt of Religion, his 
cuſtom in giving Battle, his Ehrſe his remarkable 
conſtancy, and ſeveral inſtances of it : The Souldiers 
which he moſt approved, and the Military diſcipline 
he ebſerved:, his indulgence and kindneſs towards them ; 
and their devotion towards him ; his comportment upon 
a Mutmy, bis fidelity towards his Clients, his affabils- 
ty towards his Friends ;, his lenity in point of revenge, 
bis moderation and clemency, both in his Civil Almini- 
ſtrations, and Viltories. 

Of Czſars death; the aftions and expreſſions for 
which he was ſuppoſed to be juſtly Slain, The pub- 
lick Odium that was upon him, The number. and 
Counſels of "the © Conſpirators; The Prodigies which 
preſaged his death, his murder in the Senate, his Wall 
open'd and read, his Funeral: The fury of the people 

againſt his Murderers, and their affeftion to Czfar - 
A 4 | Jeveral 


>  ASurvey of the Twelve-Czſars, | 
F ” everalſuppoſitions why Cziar neglefted the Religious {| 
= mY and the advertiſements of his Friends; | 

x 'That he died according to his own Eleition, as to the 
manner of his death His: Age, his Conſecration, and 
the juſt Tudgement upon bis Miurderers. 
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Tie SECOND BOOK, 
Being the LIFE of 
Ceſar e Augnſtus. 
The ARGUMENT. 


THE Birth andOriginal of Oftavius Auguſtus ; 
the Family of the Octaviiz and his Anceſtors 
by the Fathirs ſide * a relation of his Father OCta- 
'Vius, with his ſeveral Exploits : bis death, his Wives, 
bys Children, and Augultus his Pedigree by the Mo- 
thers ſide : the time and place of his NN atwity : the 
F- place where he was. brought up *. his _— Names : 4 
be Summary of his life : a particular deſtriptian and ex- 
3s poſition of 7 > phy his OS. oats his 
* + © © return from Apollonia: his contention with M. An- 
| thony: his Mutinenſian, Philippenfian, and. Peru- 
fine Wars : his Wars in Sicily againſt Sextus Pom-. 
pelus: his Engagement near Atiam : his F orergs 
Wars, managed partly by himſelf, and partly by-his 
Lieutenants : Conſpiracies againſt him - touted and 
' Sopprejs'd : the Provinces reduc d;by his Conduit. and - 
Suceeſs his inclination topeace © his reputation among 
the Indians, Scythians, andParthians : the Ti _ 
E048 - 0 
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A $uryey of the Twelve Czlars, _ 
\ » of Janus (ſhe but twice before from the faundatids 
of the” Gty,) ſhut thrice tm his time; bis Ovation, » © 
'* and his Triumphs :. the affronts and defeats which he 
received © his alterations, and inſtitutions er |; 
airs: his Magiſtracies, his thirteen Conſulſhips, hss 
; Jabber Adheriy, bis Cenſor ſhip, bis conghe of 
reſtoring the Commonwealth, his repairing and beau- 
tifying the City: The publick, Buildings erected by him, 
and other perſons of Qualty -_— his recommendation : 
The Gty divided into Precinits and Wards, and ſeue- 
xal. new Officers created to ſuperviſe them : certain 
| pra ope made, or repair d without the City, by 
im, and other perſons which bad T rinmph'd : Relig 
ous Houſes repaired by him, and endowed : his being 
created Pontitex Maximus, .ard his attions in Reb- 
gious affairs : his burning of. Prophetical Pamphlets : 
his reſtauration of the Julian account : He augments 
the number, dignity, and allowances of the Prieftbords 
he revives obſolete Cuſtomes : The next honour to the 
Gods, be attributes to the memory. of the Roman Cap- 
tains: His Correttwns, Ratifications, and Innovations 
in the Government of the Commonwealth, his [1 
oz of violence. upon the Hg0-w9p and his diſſolution 
of - all illegal Fraternities : he prevents all ſcandal, and 
htigionſneſs ;, regulates the Laws, and adminiſters Tu- 
ſtece himſelf with great diltgence and moderation : be 
purges the Senate, and makes ſeveral Decrees in order 
to their Afts, and the Magiſtrates : New Offices m- 

' ſtitined by Auguſtus : the Priviledges and Honours 
conferr'd upon Military virtue : his liberality to all 
Orders of perſons in the City: the publick Spettacles 
which he exhwited: his ſupplying Italy from his Colo- 
mes: his own adminiſtration of the Provinces: his 
. Military force : an Elogium of his publick converſation 
aud clemency : The affeftion the people of Rome, the 


Pro- 
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Provinces, and the Princes his Allyes had for him : his 
rate manners, or his deportment in his Family : his 
Mother, Siſters, Spouſe, Wives, and Children : his be- 
rage __ his ww riends and Servants : The aſper- 
1075 of immoaeſty, luſt, luxnary, and play, ca n him 
ws Aaverſ; >4/4 and how To they wie - fall : 
bis Continence, his Frugality, his manner of Feaſting, 
and celebration of Solemn dayes : his Diet, his tempe- 
rance as to Wine, his ſleep : the ſhape and proportions 
of bis body : the fits of ſickzeſs which he had, and his 
methods in preſerviag his health : -The Studtes and 
Eloquence. of Auguſtus, his Writings, his manner of 
ſpeaking : remarkable Cuſtoms in his common diſcourſe : 
his man 0 the Learning of the Greeks : his wayof 
ng what heread to his own uſe : his Superſtition : 
noſtications before he was born, on his. Birth- 
day, nd, afterwards, by which his grandeur and feli- 
4 was foretold: his death, the 'preſages of it: his 
and 


neſs, bis laſt journey into Campania, his laſt day, 

bis expiration in 'the embraces of his Wife Livia : 

Thetime andgplace of bis death, his Funeral, Conſe- 
eration, and Will. 1%, 


The 
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The THIRD BOOK, 
Being the LIFE of 


T iberius Ceſar. 


- The ARGUMENT. 


F the Orizin and Anceſtors of Tiberws, of _ A 
mily Claudii, the variety of their Aftions ;, 
to the honour, others to the prejudice of the Cadet. 
wealth, of the Branch from whence Tiberins was 
deſeended, of bis Father, of Tiberius whilſt be was 
but a private perſon, the place and time of his Nai 
bis Infancy, Youth, Adoleſcence after he had aw um'd 
Virile Robe, and his Marriages ;, bss Ple fe 
veral occaſions, his ſundry Expeditions in the Wars, 
Retirement to Rhodes, his deſire to Return, bis Invo- 
luntary continuance at Rhodes, bis the 
Habit of the Romans, and the Gon be bved in 
whilſt he was abroad. His re-a er eight years 
abſence. The preſages of his future erecn bo owe 
life upon his firſt commg hack,, and his 
xn. ah The honours conferr'd upon him, bis Tri. 
bunitial authority, his Command in the Illyrick 
Wars, the Honours decreed him w_ _ on 
of that War. His Expedition into A reber n the 
defeat of Varus. His exatt Diſcipline, hi 
two years after hereturn'd. The Provinces — 
cated berwixt him and Auguſtus, bis ſecond deſign 
" Sno Illyricum, but he was called back, as he was in 
his 
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his Tourney, by the Indiſpoſition of Auguſtus ; the Au- 
thors nh 4 why Auguſtus left the Empire to Tibe- 
Tius :: Agrippa murder'd, his care of the Funeral and 
Conſecration of Auguſtus: Tiberius poſſeſſes himſelf 
emmediately of the. Imperial Authority, and yet obſti- 
nately refuſes the avowing it a long while ;, the cauſes 
of his heſitation :, his extraordinary Gevilities at his 
firſt entrance upon the Government : he diſcourages 
Flattery, he deſpiſes Calumny, his Humanity in ſalu- 
ting all perſons by their Names : The ſhadow of Li- 
berty which he introduc'd, and his deference to the 
Senate : his ſeverity which grew upon him by degrees, 
and gave evident tokens he was deperierating to Ty- 
ranmy : ſeveral inſtances of his Cruelty: his regulation 
of the Expences-belon ing to his Plays: his moderation 
#%:the Furniture of by Houſe: his inhibition of daily 
Salutes 3 and New years gifts: He ſuppreſſes all 
Foreign Ceremonies, expels Aſtrologers, provides with 
great care for the ſecurity of the peace againſt Robbe. 
F3es ud Seditions +; he ſuppreſſes ſome Hoſtile Comma- 
Sans by. his. Liewtenants: he reduces ſuch Kings as 
were troubleſont, or ſuſpicions, and by what Arts : his 
Reſidence, inthe City, and thereabouts, for ſome years 
r he. was poſſeſſed of the Empire: his departure 
from #be City, and'retirement to Caprez: bis arrival 
Athe- Gty out of Campania: his return into the ſaid 
Hand, and his leying aſiie all. care of the Common- 
wpealthts The. Vices of Tiberius d:fembled a long 
fine, | break, out at Caprez: his propenſity to Wine 
from lngChildhood:, his invention for the accommoda- 
tiangf hoes private Luſts : his Parſimony, his Extortion, 
bis Mather, Brother, Sons, their Wwoes, Children, 
Freends, and Familiars : his ſeverity to the Grecian 
Phileſaphers belonging to his Court, Indications of the 
cruelty of his Nature : his ſeverity an Caſes of Troglt, 

Labels 
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Libels diſperſed of him: How deteſt able his life was, 
how ſubjett to Terrors, and Afﬀronts, The opinion of 
ſome who thought Tiberius was ſÞnible the Ig- 
nomgny which ſhould bef all him, long before it happen'd. 
His ſtature and conſtitution. His contempt of Religion, 
his addittedneſs to the ſtudy of the Liberal Arts, His 
' Death, his deſire to be brought to Rome, his being Car - 
ried about Campania whilſt he was ill. He dyed in a 
Village belonging to Lucullus. The Prodigies which pre- 
ceded his Death, the joy of the People thereupon, and 
bis laſt Will and Teſtament. 


The 
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The FOURTH BOOK, 


Being the LIFE of 


Cains Ceſar Caligula. 
The ARGUMENT. 


F Germanicus the Father of Caius Czſar, his 
Relations, Nature, and Adoption. The com- 
mands and attions of Germanicus, his death at Anti- 
och i: Syria. His honourable Coaralter : The Univer- 
ſal love that was ſhow'd to him whilſt he was livine. 
Expreſſions of the ſame affettion towards him, at, and 
after bis death. The Wife of Germanicus, and the 
Children be had by her. Of Gains Czſar before he 
was Emperonr. Of his birth, the variety of Opinions, 
at hk lace, and the ſuppoſi ſitions of Gztulicus and 
Plinius Crcundns refell'd. Why he was called Caligu- 
la ; his Toth end Minority, his Reſidence with Tibe- 
rius in Capres. Tokens of the Ka. and cruelty 
4 his Nature. His Wife Junia Claudilla He attempts 
iberius with poyſon. Of Caius Czfar Caligula whe: 
he was Emperour, his good attions. The Univerſal joy 
at his arrival at the Empire, a hundred and ſixty thou- 


ſand Sacrifices offer d in the three firſt Months. The will 


of Tiberius made Void by the Senate and the People, 
and the whole power devolved upon Caligula: A fit 
of ſickneſs which befell him in the beginning of his 

Reign, 
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Reign, and the. admirable ſolicitude of all People for 
bis Recovery, His popularity, and certain perfor- 
mances of his own, in honour to Tiberius, his Mother, 
Father and Brother. His Conſulſbip, his Munifi- 
cence to the People, the Senate, and the Equeſtrian 
Order. His Plays, and Spettacles. The publick works 
which he perfefted, began, and deſigned. His Vices. 
His Arrogance againſt the Gods, and Men; his in- 
ſolent expreſſions againſt bis Relations: his inceſt with 
his own Siſters, His marriages, how unworthily con- 
tratted, how wickedly continued, and how barbarouſly 
broken. His manner of behavioyr towards his Friends. 
His pride and violence againſt the Senate, Magiſtrates, 
and all Orders of the People. T okens of his cruelty. The 
inhumanity of his attions augmented, by the atrocity of 
his Expreſſions. The ſame cruelty expreſs'd both at 
his Feaſts, and Plays. His Rancor, and Malice againſt 
perſons of all Ages. His contempt of all Modeſty, 
both in himſelf and others. His luxury and profuſeneſs, 
brs rapines. 

Hu Military Tranſattions, his ridiculons expe- 
dition into Germany ; The care and preparation for 
bis Triumph. - His deſign of cutting off certain of his 
own Legions. His cruelty both in word and attion 
at his return, His entrance into the City upon his 
Birth-day, by way of Ovation. His Statue, Form, 
Complexion, and Diſeaſe. His great Confidence 
and Security, and (on the other ſide) his moſt Ri- 
diculous Fear. His Cloaths, Shooes, and Habit. 
To which of the Liberal Arts he was moſt wvehe- 
mently inclined. Hs Propenſity to Arts of another 
_ his too much Favour for ſuch Artiſts as he ap- 

oved, 

Fof the Murder of Caius Czlar Caligula; ſome 
former Conſpiracies againſt him Diſcovered, The 


* laſt 


4. dt Sixt Sb 
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laſt Conſpiracy managed by Caſſius. Chera : Preſa- | 
ges of bis Death : his* Toma —— Funeral. - His Wife 
[4 


Ceſoniz run throug s Daughters Brains 
daſh'd out againſt a 1,7 The Conditions of thoſe 
Times; and Obſervations upon all the Czlars which 
were called Call. 


The 
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The FIFTH BOOK, 
Being the LIFE of 


T iberius Claudius C £ſar. 


The ARGUMENT. 


C5: Claudius when he was a private perſon. The 
Nativity of his. Father, his Atchievements, 
Death, ani Honours decreed him afterwards. The 
Nativity. and names of Claudius, his Minority, 
his being dtſpii'd by all People, by reaſor; of his weak: 
neſs both im body and mind. The Flidoment which was 
given on him by Auguſtus. Fic fe under Tiberius and 
Caius, and the contempt they had of him at that time. 
Several Dangers to which he was expos d. Of his Enr 
pire, and Attions therein. DET 4 | 
The ſtrange accident by which he arrived at the Go- 
vernment, in the fiftieth year of bis age. Having eſt a- 
bliſh'd bimſelf,, the next thing he ret > was the ſe- 
curity of the People ; his Piety to Auguſtus, Livia, his 
Relations, M. Anthony, hzs Brother, Tiberius, _ and 
Caius. His Modeſty in the Apgrandiſement of himſelf. 
The Love and Inclination of all People towards him. 
Conſpiracies againſt him. His frve Conſulſhips, his Aſ- 
ſiauty, and modeation in adminiſtring Fuſtice, His 
Inconſt ancy, and the variety of his Determinations. His 
Cenſorſhip executed with great inequality. His expedi- 
tion into Britain, his care of the City. His Works, his 
Liberality in his Doles to the Peeple. The frequency 
and Magnificence of the Spettacles he exhibited. Cer- 


A tan 
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tain new Laws which he made, and eſtabliſh'd in 
the ryan ty 3. fame ehout Ceremomes, ſome about 
Coil manners, Joe about Military affairs, and ſome 
about the State of all Orders, both at home and abroad. 
The more ſecretiandiAetiokr Colruerſlitidy of Claudius 
* #1 his own Family; his Spouſes and his Wives, his Chil- 

dren by three of them, and hus \behaviaur- tow ayes bis 
fronts rm 55 e Ons. "The man- 
ner of his Entertainments, his Appetite, his Sleep, his 
Inclination to Women, and Dice. Hts cruel and ſan- 
ounary Nature, his Fear and Diſtruſt, his Anger, 
bis. F orgetfulneſs, - and Inconttancy,,. bath tn his Alts- 
075. 4nd Diſcourſe, His ſtudy of | Hiſtory, and. bg 
Writings wu that way. His \Aﬀettionto the ſtady of 
Greek,,. and ' ſom. few ' Teſtimomes. of bis perfection . 
therein. Of the Death of Claudius: \His remorſe to+ 
ivards hns latter eng; for having Married Agrippina, 
adopted Nerx0.. His Teſt ament writ by himſelf, and 
ed - all the \ Magiſtrates. He is prevented by 
rippina, and puiſoned, his Death, Funeral, Got: 
ſecration, and ceitain Remarkgble preſages of. his de- 
JOG, porn bd hone gh ren ha | 
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The SIXTH BOOK), 
Being the LIFE of 


Nero Claudius Cifar. 


The ARGU MENT. 


| & & HE Original and Anceſtors of Nero z the Fam: 

ly of the Domitii, the Family of the Anobarbi ; 
the Great-Grandfather , Grandfather, and Father 
of Nero. His deſcription before he was Emperour ;, his 
Birth, with the time and place; the preſages of his 
infelscity, his Childhood, and what remarkable things 
happerf'd to him therem. His Adoption by Claudius, 
his Inſtitution by Seneca, he diſcovers the inhuma- 
nity of his Nature, the notable things which he per- 
fornnd, upon his admiſſion into the Forum, when he 
WAs a young man. Hts good attions after his arrival 
at the Empire ,, he poſſeſt himſelf of the Government 
#por the death of Clandius, his Piety in the Fune- 
ral of Claudius; the Honour he exhibited to the me: 
morie of his Father, and his great reſpet to his Mo- 
ther. Hereimforces Antium, (where he was born ) 
with freſh Colonies, and a new harbour which he made 
at avaſt expence;, ſome attions and expreſſions of his 
betokening a good Nature. His Plays,aud Speltacles,ex- 
bibited in ſeveral ſorts. Tiridates entring into the Gity, 
# recerved with incredible Magnificence, The Tem- 
ple of Janus ſhut np; his four Conſulſhips his me- 
rhods in bearing of Cauſes, in examimng, conſulting, 
giving judgement, amd other parts of publick, admi- 
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niſtration, his inventions about Building ; many thing - 
reprohended, correited, and innovated; his two Expedits- 
ons into foreign parts, his Vices an! Diſparagements. 
His extravagant snclination to Muſick,, bis ſinging pub- 
lickly in Romezhis aff tion to Horſes,and the driving of 
Chariots; his journey into Achaia, his ignominions oppo- 
ſing himſelf in alt Ginteſts there. Being retarn'd out of 
Greece, he enters Naples, his Chariot drawn with 
white horſes. He enters Rome with Triumphal Pomp. 
Of Nero's Petulancy, his Luſt, his Laviſhneſs and 
Profuſion ; his extravagance in Building \, his Covetouſ- 
neſ 41d Extortion, his ſeveral Parricides, as of Clau:- 
dtus Britannicus, his own Mother, and his own Wives, 
his Murders of ſundry other perſons, either allied to 
bim by Conſanguinity,or Marriage ; his cruelty to others. 
He obſerved no rules,. nor moderationin his Executi- 
ons. He burnt the Cty, under pretence of his diſlike of 
the Buildings, and narrowneſs of the Streets. The miſ- 
fortnnes in his Reign, as 4 great Plague, and a De- 
feat in Brittain ;,, his patience, and unconcernment in 
bearing of Reproach;, his declenſwn; the defeltion mm 
France der the Condutt.of Vindex. He is ſupported 
by-vaiir and idle hopes from his Aſtrologers and others , 
his deportment upon the news of that revolt, when he was 
at Naples; he writes to the Senate, and begins to be 
alarm'd;, he returns to Rome t#n great wie ; 
he is dejetted upon intellicence of the revolt of Galba in 
Spain, ard yet continues his Luxury, and ſloth. His 
deſrens how vaſt in ſome things, how impertinent in 0- 
' thers. The ridiculouſneſs, and ſeverity of his preparati- 
01 for his journey into Gaul; the envy he contratted b 
an unexpetted accident. He 1s terryfied by his Dreams, 
his Aorices, and ſeveral other Omens, Underſtanding 
the reſt of his Armies had deſerted him, he med#ates his 
Eſcape; but layirg that by again, be- deliberates oor 
eVe- 
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ſeveral other Expeaients, At lengeh he leaves the City, 
and retires privately to a Conntryhouſe of Phaon one of 
his Free-men, where, after long trepidation he kills him- 
ſelf to avoid the inſolences 110m 6 His Funeral, his 
Stature, and inclination, his Habit his Studies, his 
Popularity, and Emulation of all ſuch as were in any 

favour with the People. His deſire of perpetuating his 

Name ;, his obſtinacy in the contempt of all ſorts of Re- 

lizion ;, his Death, and how it was generally received. 
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The SEVENTH BOOK, 
| Being the LIFE of 
Servinus Sulpicius Galba. 


The ARGUMENT. 


T2 E Progeny of the Czſars extinguiſh'd in Nero 
which was intimated before by ſeveral Preſages. 


$ 


Galba's extrattion who ſucceededNero, The Elogium of 


his Family, Galba's Father, Wives and Children. His 


birth, his Pranomen, Nomen, and Cognomen: The ' 


Omens of his future Authority. His reviving an old 
cuſtome about his Servants and Freemen. His ſtu- 
dies; his Wives and his particular obſervance for Livia 
Auguſta. The honorable commands which he exercis'd 
both at home and abroad. His condition under Claudius; 
bis adminiſtration in Africa; be is preſented with the tri- 
umphal ornaments and three ſaceraotal dignities : his re- 
| _ almoſt to the middle of Nero's Empire : He is made 
Governour of HiſpaniaTarraconenſfis,where he recesves 
hopes of his future Dominion; he Govern'd that Province 
eight years, but with much inequality. Being ſolicited b 

Vindex to revolt, he accepts the Overture. He us ſa- 
luted Emperour, ſtiles himſelf the Lieutenant of the Se- 
nate and aha 6 and began to att as Soveraign* at 
firſt the Gods were propitions, but by degrees all his 


Connſels are diſturbed. Nero being kill d, having 
depoſited the Title of Lieutenant, be aſſumes the appel- 
lation of Czlar, and begins his journey for Rome, 
His Entrance into the City ungrateful, by reaſon of re- © 
ports which were ſpread abroad of his great Cruelty 
and Avarice, His Adminiſeration of the _ ; 
| what 
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what things be did well, | and what otherwiſe. All pey- 
ſons diſſatisfied, eſpecially the Souldiers. The Army #1: 
the upper Germany, the firſt that revolts : He thinks 
to appeaſe them, by his adoption of Pilo, but grves 
Otho opportunity. thereby to perfeft his deſigns : ſeve- 
ral things which portended his ruine. The particulars 
of his death : his laſt words : he is deſerted by every ho- 
dy: abuſed by his Enemies when he was dead. His Fu- 
neral:;, a deſcription of his Age, Stature, and Man- 
ners, with a relation of the honours decreed to him after 


his death. 


OO © 


The LIFE of 
Marcus Salvins Otho. 


The ARGUMENT. 


s E Anceſtors of Otho, his Father, his Birth, 
bis Youth , his favour with Nero, for whom he 
keeps Poppza Sabina, who was taken from her hus- 
band, but debauches her, upon which account he was 
ſent away Legat into Spain: Having opportunity of 
Revenge, he joins himſelf with Galba : He concesves 
hopes of the Empire, and by his ambition, and bounty, 
prepares his way toit. Pio being adopted by Galba, 
he enters upon his pen; by the help of a ſum of Mo- 
. ney he had received, and the aſſiſt ace of five Halber- 
tiers which belong'd to the Eniperours Guards, The Or- 
der of the tranfattion to the killing of Galba, and poſ- 
' ſeſſing himſelf of the Empire. His demeanor at the 
' beginning of his Empire : he 1s affrighted by Galba's 
Ghoſt. The Commencement of the Wars of Viteliius. 
| a 4 Otho 
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Otho deſires an accommodation'; The fidelity of his Pra- 
torian Cohorts, . bis Expedition unaduis'd 97 unhappy 
he prevails in three Battles, is overcome in a following 
one, and reſolves to make himſelf away, his reaſons for 
that reſolution. His Death, bis Deſcription, and the 
i.e Lamentation that was made for him after- 
wards. 


The 
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The LIFE of 


«> Aulus Vitellins. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Everal Opinions about the Original of the Vitellii, of 
the Emperours Grandfather P. Vitellius, end of his 
Sons Aulus, Quintus, Publius, and Lucius. The birth, 
infancy, and youth of Vitellius the Emperour : His con- 
dition during the ſoveraignty of Caius, Claudius and 
Nero : The honourable offices which he enjoyed, but ex- 
' ercisd with different reputation: His Wives and Chil- 
dren, his being ſent Galba's Lieutenant into the lower 
Germany, #tis poverty and indigence at that time. 
His welcome to the Army, which was then diſposd to 
new troubles : being recerved into the Camp, he ingra- 
tiates with the Souldiers in ſuch manner, be ts ſaluted 
Emperour. His attions and expreſſions as he was upon his 
fourneyout of Germany to Rome. His entrance wnto the 
> The d:ſhonourable commencement of his reign. He 

is govern'd himſelf, and orders all things by the deretti- 
ons of inconſiderable perſons eſpecially one of his Afri- 
can Freemen. His great ſtomach and his ſordid eva- 
cuation : his cruelty inſtanced in ſeveral executions, and 
tortures, His Army revolts within eight Months. He 
attempts to preſerve bis Empire. He endeavours to ac” 
commodate the differences, but in vain, his reputation 
in: Rome, when the Enemy approach'd : he is taken by 
their forlorn, and ſlain op th with great inſolence, and 
contempt. The Preſages of his death. &a 
: ie 
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The EIGHTH BOOK, 


Being the LIFE of 


Titus Flavins V eſpaſranus. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Of the Family of the Flavii, of the Grandfather, ' 
and Father of Veſpaſian; the honourable im- 

ts which he bore , his Wife, Children, and Con- 
cubine ;, his condition under Claudius, and his Exploits 
m bis Wars; his imployments under Nero, his Conm- 
mand in the Wars againſt the Jews : Otho and Vi- 
tellius being in conteſt for the Empire, he conceives 
hopes of carrying it from them both, upon remembrance 
of certain old Prodigies ;, part f the Mcoſian Army 
proclaims him Emperour at Aquileia 3 Tiberius Alex- 
ander having the Command of the Forces in Alexan- 
dria, declares for him, and afterwards the Army in 
Judeas Fs beginnings encouraged by- ſeveral accs- 
dents: He comes to Alexandria, where his hopes are 
confirmedde novo + Receiving the news of the death 
of Vitellius, he takes the Empire 1ipon him, and makes 
himſelf the more venerable by certain Miracles which 
he __—_— Veſpaſian returns to' Rome 3 he take 
upon him the Cenſorſhip, and eftabliſhes the Common= 


wealth : Having repair*d ſeveral' old publick, Works, 

and eretted ſeveral new, he added great beauty to the 

City : He purges the Senate, and Equeſtrian maya: 
an 


A Survey of the Twelve Czfars. 
and puts better men in their places: He regulates his 
Laws, reſtrains Luxury, and Luſt : His Givility and 
Clemency ; his great greedineſs after Money, yet what- 


ever he came by illegally, be dijpos'd of to the publick, 
advantage : His bounty to all people ;, the nfamy con- 
ceiv'd againſt him, upon his former Covetouſneſs : His 
ſtature, health, way hepreſer/dit : Hisraillery, and 
jeerins: His diſeaſe, death, and the fore-hnowledse 
he had of his own fate, and his Families. 
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The LIFE of 
Titus Flavius Veſpaſianus Auguſtus, 


The ARGUMENT. 


IS Birth, and Edication;, the Empire promis'd 
him by Metopoſcopy ; the endowments both of 
his body and mind, his Military education, his plead- 
ing at the Bar in Cauſes of extragrdinary importance ; 
his Wives and Children : Having the Command of a 
Legion in the Wars againſt the Jews, he behaves him- 
ell with great Courage and allantry. Being ſent by 
his Father to congratulate Galba, upon his advance- 
ment to the Empire, hearing of the new Commetions, 
he returns back, to him upon his journeys, who Conquers 
Judea, and is ſaluted Emperour : He us ſuſpetted to 
have run from his Father ;, but he returns to Rome, 
takes off all ſuſpicions that were upon hint, and behaves 
himſelf as a true Protettor of the people : He takes upon 
himſelf the care of all Offices, particularly the Steward. 
(hip of his Fathers Palace, which was never executed 
before by any above a Roman Kmght. He was aſpers'd 
with being Cruel, Luxuriou', Libidinons, and Rapa- 
cou but at his coming to the Crown, he diſpelÞd thoſe 
ſuſpicions eaſily. His wonderful bounty to all ſorts of 
people : The nusfortunes and diſaſters which fell out in 
bis time, he remedied by his bemonity : He took upon 
himſelf the High Prieſthood, that be might keep his 
hands and his faith pure andimmaculate : His death, 
and compunttion for one attion only : The time, and 
place where he died, andthe general and inexpreſſible 
ſadneſs through the whole Gity, 


The 
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The LIFE of 


Titus Flavins Domitianus. 


The ARGUMENT, 


Hen, and where he was born; how he. de- 
meaned- himſelf im his youth, his Condutt in 

the Wars- of Vitellins; he is ſaluted by the name of 
Czſar, and under pretence of his Prator ſhip of the Gity, 
exerciſes Soveraion Authority in the abſence of his 
Father : He ah. ers an Expedition mto France 
and Germany, 2 emulation of his Brother ; he pre- 
tends to modeſty, and the ſtudy of Poetry, be attends all 
occaſions of makings himſelf abſolute ' his deportment 
towards his Brother, after his Fathers death; his con- 
ftant retirement for an hour every day, bis Wife Domi- 
tia, how he carried himſelf in his publick, adminiſtra- 
tions; the magnificezt and ſumptuous ”_ acles which 
he exhibited to the peop'e;, he reſtores the Plays exhi- 
bited formerly by the Quaſtors, aud is preſent at them 
conſtantly himſelf; he wſtiti.tes to Jupiter Capitolinus 
certain Contentions in wreſtling, Muſick, Oratory, 
Poetry, GC. His liberality to the people, the Senate, 
and the Equeſirian Order , the Bruldings which he re- 
paired or. erelted;, his Expeditions partly ſpont aneons, 
and partly of neceſſity; his Vittory over Antonius Pri- 
- mus, kzowr at Rome by certain preſages, before any 
intelligence could be brought. Many things innovated 
by him for the common > oy his method in judi- 
cial affairs; he reſtrains the Exorbutances of the City 
Magiſtrates, and the Preſidents of Provinces : Having 
aſſum'd the Cenſorſhip, he executes it with great ſeve- 
ITY :* 


- 


CT ee le i LL SEES - 


- 
» 
—— W_—_ —_— 


” \ 
—_ _— — —— _ 


. Hewett ERR er een eo err_—_— 


A Survey of the Twelve Czſars. 
rity: At firſt he was | av and merciful, but after- 


wards deg-r:crated, .and became cruel, and by degrees 
evaritions, and full of all manner of Extortion : His 
Barbarity, Confidence, and Arrogance: His Friends, 
bis Servants, and his Wife conſpire againſt him : His 
anxiety and diſquiet pon his fore-knowledge of the 
year, day, aud hour he ſhould dye : His caution to evade | 
his deſtruction, haſtens it : Several Prodigies which 
preſaged his death : The terrour which was upon him, 
about the time of bis fatality: The manner of the Con- 
fpiracy, and bis Murder : The time in which he was 
flain: his Funeral, his ſtature, the modeſty of his 
Countenance, his Baldneſs, his Manners and Studies ; 
bis libidinous exceſſes; his death, how reſented by the 
Souldiers, Senate, and People. Predittions of future 
felicity after the death of Domitian. 
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THE 


FIRST BOOE 


LIFE 


Drivus Jurius Czsax; 
THE FIRST 
Emperour of R O M E. 


Ulius Ceſar was but ſixteen years old when 
his Father died : The next year he was de- 
ſigned Flamen Dialis, or High Prieſt of F«- 
piter, and having divorc'd himſelf from 
Coſſutia (whoſe birth was not ſo eminent 
as her fortune, and to whom he had 
| been contracted in his Minority ) he Married 
Cornelia the Daughter of Cinma (who had been 


four times Conſul) by whom he had his Daugh- 
B Fer 
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Daughter 7«l:a. Sylla uſed all poſſible arguments 
to Mave ſeparated him from her, but he would ne- 
yer be induced, infomuch that having ſequeſtred his 
Sacerdotal Dignity, his Wives Dower, and his 
Paternal Eſtate, no wonder if he ſuſpeCted his ad- 
herence to his Enemies, And indeed to evade the 
indignation of ſo puiſſanta perſon, Ceſar was con-' 
ſtrained to abſcond, to change his Quarters every 
night (though under the violence of a Quartan 
A#zne) and to bribe himſelf out of their hands who 
had Orders to arreſt him ; At length by the inter- 


 ceſſionof the Yeſtal Virgins, Mamercus Emlius, and 


Aurelius Cottazhis near Kinfmen,he obtained indem- 
nity; But certain it is,that when Sy/la had for a long 


time reſiſted the importunitics of his intimate 


Friends, and ſuch perſons of quality as had inter- 

poſed in his behalf, being at laſt overcome,he cry'd 

out, as inſpired, or by way of Prediction, Take him 

then, if you muſt have him; but know, the perſon for 

whom you have been ſo zealous, will be the deſtruttion 

of the/IVobility and Common Intereſt we have ſo ardent- 
defended, for I aſſure you, in Cefar there are many 
ari. 

2. His firſt bearing Arms was in 4ſia, asa Vo- 
luntier, or Reformade, nnder 2. Thermus the Pre- 
tor, by whom being ſent into Bithy:ia to expedite 
the. Fleet, he protracted the time of his ſtay with}. 
Nicomedes, and was ſuſpected to be his proſtitute, 
which jealouſie was much confirmed, when he re- 
turned ſuddenly to him again, upon no greater pre- 
tence, than the ſolliciting for Monies due toa Leber: 
tize his Client; but his ſucceeding gallantrics remo- 
ved thoſe aſperfions and preſented him with a Cl 
vick Crown at the taking of Afyene. 

23. He fervcd alſo in Glicia under Servilins Iſa 

YICU SS 
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ricxs, but that was not long, for hearing of Syla's 
death, and hoping for new troubles from the dif- 
contents of M. Lepidus, he returned immediately 
to Rome, yet not daring to put any confhdence in 
his Conduct, when he came there; and finding 
things leſs probable than he expected, he could not 
$ be wrought to his Party, though Lepidas made him 
fair proffers, and uſed all means poſſible to ingage 
him. 

4.. When thoſe diſcords were over he accuſed 
Cornelius Delabella (a Conſular man, and one that 
had triumph'd) of Extortion ; but being unable to 
make good his Charge, and Dolabella acquit, he 
thought fit to withdraw to Rhoges, as well to decline 
tne envy he had contracted, as to ſtudy with more 
leiſure under Apollonius Molon, one of the molt ce- 
lebrated Orators of thoſe times ; Havingembark'd 
himſelf in Winter with this deſign, he was taken 
by Pyrats off the Ie of Pharmacuſa, in whole clut- 
ches he continued near forty days, with great per- 
turbation ; during the molt part of his reſtraint he 
had only with him, a Phyſitian, and two Yalets de 
Chambre, the reſt of his Companions and Servants 
being ſent in the beginning of his Captivity to raiſe 
Money tor his Ranſom ; fifty Talents being paid, 
they ſet him on ſhoar : to recompence their kind- 
$- 2eſs, he puts immediately to Sca, purſues, over- 
takes, takes, and exccutes them, as he had often 
threatned ex raillerze, when he was. their pri- 
ſoner. Mithridates in the mean time making great 
devaſtation in the Neighbouring Countries, and he 
thinking it diſhonourable to lie ſtill, whilſt the Al- 
lies were in diſtreſs, paſt from Rhodes into Aſia, 
and leavying what Forces he could, he beat his Go- 
vernour out of thoſe Provinces, and conirmed ſe- 
B 2 veral 
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veral Citics in their allegiance, which before were 
. inclining 40a Revolt. | 

5. The firſt dignity conferred upon him by the 
ſuftrage of the People after his return to Rome, was, 
the Military Tribuneſhip;, as longas he enjoy'd it, he 
was a ftrenuous ſupporter of that Party which ſtood 
for the reſtitutionot the Authority of the Tribanes, 
which had been much weakned by Sylla: By an 
A&t of the Commons, paſs'd at the motion of Phoſrns, 
he obtained that Zu. Ginna, his Wives Brother, and 
ſeveral others (which had followed him in his con- 
federacy with Lepidzs, and fled with him to Serror:- 
ws, after he was killed ) ſhould be recalled; in or- 
der to which,he made an Oration to the People him- 
ſelf. 

6. Being Queſtor, he made Funeral Orations (as 
the cuſtome was )in the praiſe of Fulia, (his Aunt by 
the Fathers ſide ) and Cornelia his Wife. In his com- 
mendation of his Aunt, ſpeaking of the Extraction 
of her ſelf and Father, he has theſe Words; Ay | 
Aunt Julia by the Mother-ſide was deſcended from 
Kings, and by the Fathers, ſhe was allied to the Gods; 
for from Ancus Marcius, the Marcii (ſurnamed RE- 
GES) are derived, and the Julii (which is our Fami- 
ly) from VENUS. In our Houſe therefore, we have 
the Majeſty of Kings, (who are the moſt Potent among ſt 
Men) and the Veneration of the Gods, (who are more 
powerful than they.) 

7. His Wife Cornelia being dead, he Married 
Pompeia the Daughter of Q. Pompeius, and Grand- 
Daughter to L.Sylla,but ſhe was repudiate in a ſhort 
time, upon ſuſpicion of Adultery with Clodzus, 
and a confident report, that he had acceſs to her in 
the habit ofa Woman, whilſt they were upon Pub- 
ck and Divine Ceremonies; and fo ſtrongly hy 
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this rumour obtained, that by expreſs order of the 
Senate, he was to be indited of Sacrilegg. Being 
Queſtor, the Government of the farther part of 


Spasn fell to his Lot, where by Order from the Pre- 
tor, ashe was making his Circuit, and keeping the 
Courts of Juſtice in that Province, he arrived at 
Cadez.;, where, obferving the Image of Alexander 
the Great in the Temple of Hercules, he fetch'd a 
deep ſigh, as conſcious of his own ſloth, for having 
done nothing Remarkable, at the Age wherein he 
had conquered the World ; upon which contem- 
plation, he beg'd immediately to be diſmiſt, that he 
might attend ſome greater enterprize at Rome. Ha- 
ving dream'd alſo the night before that he had ra- 


_ viſh'd his Mother, it exalted him exceedingly, when 


the Interpreters told him, it was a preſage of his 
Dominion over the whole Earth, ſeeing the Mother, 
which ſeemed to have been violated, could be nothing 
but the Earth, which was the common Parent of all, 

8. Departing therefore from thentice before his 
Commiſſion was expired,- he went amongſt theLa- 
tin Colonies, who at that time were preſling their 
infranchiſements, and he had queſtionleſs excited 
them to ſedition, had not the Conſuls fruſtrated his 
deſigns, by retaining the Legions for ſome time in 
thoſe parts, which were appointed for Glicia, 
which yet could not hinder him from greater pra- 
ftiſes in Rome, | 

9g. For not many days before he entred upon the 
e/Edileſhip , he was ſuſpeCted of conſpiracy with 2. 


Craſſus (a Conſular Man) Pu. Sylla, and Antronns, 


who after they had been deſigned Conſuls) were 
convict of ambition, and corrupt procuring of 
Voices. Their deſign was to have ſet upon the 


, penate inthe beginning of the year, and having cut 
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ſuch throats as they thought conyenient, Craſſies was 
to have made hiymſclft Dictator, Ceſar General 
of the Horſe, the Republick to have been ſettled 
according to their contrivance, and Sylla and Au- 
tronius to bereſtored to the Conſulſhip: Tanxſing 
Geminis makes mention of this Conſpiracy 1n his 
Hiſtory, A. Bibulus in his Edits, and C. Curio the 
Elder, in his Orations, Grero allo (in one of his 
Epiſtles to Axis) ſeems to allude to it in theſe 
words, Ceſar 2 his Conſulſhip Eft abliſh?d that 14o- 
warchy which he had contrrved when he was </Edile. 
 Tanuſing adds, tliatCrafſis, (toucht cither with fear 
-or. remorſe) abſenting himſelf the day on which 
their Plot was to be Executed, Ceſar gave not the 
fignal as was, agreed, which,as Curioreports, was to 
have been given by throwing his Gown from his 
Shoulders. Fhefaid Cirio,and M. AtorinsNaſo,affirm 
: he: was in another conſpiracy with Cz. P:ſo, (a young 
Nobleman to whom the Government of Spain was 
irregwarly given, to fruſtrate ſome deſigns he. was 
ſuſpected of at home) it was agreed betwixt them, 
that he ſhould make what Party he could abroad, 
and Ceſar in Rome ; but Piſodying, that project dy- 
ed. with him. 

10, In his Zdileſhip he not only beautified 
the Comm (where their Magiſtrates were choſen) 
the Markct-places, and their Halls of Fuſtice, but he 

| adorned the Capitol with Galleries erected for the 
preſent ſolemnity, wherein part of the preparation 
might upon occaſion be expoſed, Baiting of Wild 
Beaſts,Stage-Plays,and ſuch other inſinuations with 
the people, he exhibited by himſelf, and with his 
Collegue, but with ſuch artifice, and cunniug, that 
heappropriated the credit of a common expence, 
and gave Bibs good rcaſon to complain that his 
| 65, fortune 


% 
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fortune and Pollax's were the ſame';” for ſays he) 
as the Temple Exected in the Market-place, . and 
dedicated to both the Brothers was called: the Tem- 
ple of Caſtor alone : 1o our joint-Munificence is im- 
puted only to Ceſar.. But to all theſe-paſtimes; and 
recreations for the People, Ceſar added his Gladia- 
tors, yet not in ſuch numbers as he. propos'd, for 
having ſent for them in Multitudes from all parts, 
his Enemies took the Alarm, and publiſh'd an EdiCt 
reſtraining him to a certain number, which was not 
to be exceeded in Rome. 

11, Having ſoftned and cajoled the people in 
this manner, his next deſign was (by'the intereſt 
of ſome of the -T ribunes) to get the Province of 
Egypt conferred upon him by theic Act;; That which 
gave him encouragentent in ſounuſual-an attempt 
was, that the Pcople of Alexandria haddrivenr out 
their King, who was at that time look'd upon by 
the Senate, as their Friend and Alhe ;- but this pso- 
polition being oppos'd by the NobWityz: that plor 
fell to the ground : To be reveng'd of thear unkwid- 
neſs, he endeavoured all ways-te. Ieffen: their, Avu- 
thority ; he repaired the Trophies and-Monumoents 


.Erected in memory of Ca. Mzriashis Vittories over 


Tugurtha, the CGimbreans, and». Textonsgswhich Sylk: 
had thrown down : being alſo by commuſſidn to try 
ſuch perſons as ſhould be accuſed of Murder; be ree- 
kon'd them into the nuraber, who had receiv*d Mo- 
ny out of the Treaſury for the heads of fuch perſons 
as. were proſcrib*d though they were :indemnity'd, 


.and particularly excepted by the. Cornelian Laws. 


12, Heſuborned witneiles, which accuſed: C. Rz- 
birus of Treaſon, for that not many years before, 


the Senate, . by his particular aſſiſtance, ſuppreſt the 
 feditious cndeaFours of L. Saturninus the Tribune, 
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being deputed his Judge, he condemn'd him with 
ſo much animoſity, that he appeaPd to the people, 
and nothing ſo much inclin*d them to his favour, as 
the vehemence of the Judge. 

13. Having , over all hopes of his Govern- 
ment in Egypt, his next deſign was to make him- 
felf High-Prieſt, which he manag*d with ſo much 
extravagant profuſeneſs, that revolving with him- 
ſelf the valt ſums he had borrowed, *tis reported he 
ſhould ſay to his Mother when he took his leave of 
her that Morning he went to the EleC&tion, that if 
he were not choſen, he would never return; and he I 
was as good as his word, for ſo far did his liberality 
prevail above the age and authority of his Compe- 
titors, that he had more Voices, m each of their 


"Tribes, than they had in all. 


14. The Conſpiracy of Catibne being diſcover*d 
1n' his es; and the Senate generally cpn- 
demning him and his accomplices to death, he was 
the only man that moderated the ſentence,and preſt 
their impriſonment and confiſcation, and no more ; 
which he performed with ſo much ardour and zeal, 


.nculcating the diſpleaſure of the people, and the 


conſequences thereof, that he terrified his adverſa- 
ries, and made D. S;lanxs (Conſul deſign'd ) becauſe 
he could not with honour intirely recant, to apolo- 
gize and mollifie his advice, as if it had been taken 
with more ſeverity than he intended. Nay fo far had 
he ſucceeded, that he had drawn the greateſt part 
of the Senate to his ſide, and the Conſul, Cicero?s 
Brother amongſ[t the reſt : and doubtleſs, had not Ca- 
ro's Oration recolleCted them, the whole Senate had 
complied. Nevertheleſs he oppos'd himſelf againſt 
the Execution of the Decree, with that obſtinacy, 
that be was threatned to be kilPd by the _— 
: WHAIC 
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which attended the Houſe ; who coming, in and ſet- 
ing their ſwords to his throat, menac'd him ſo, that 
he was deſerted by thoſe which fate next him, and 
with great difhculty protected by the interpoſition 
of his Friends. Then he was frighted indeed, and not 
only ſubmitted unto the plurality of Voices, but 
forbare to come to the Senate all the reſt of that 
ear, 

, 15. The firſt day of hisPretorſhip, he convented 
©. Catulus before the People, about the reparation 
of the Capitol; and publiſhed an Ordinance, by 
' which he transferr'd that Office upon another. Bur 
not able to reſiſt the Combination of the Nobility, 
who had forſaken their attendance upon theConfnls, 
and came thronging into the Coutt, in oppoſition to 
him, He gave over that alſo. 

16. Cecilins Metellus, a Tribune of the People, ha- 
ving made and exhibited pernittous Laws, contrary 
to the judgments and approbation of his Colleagaes; 
he eſpouſed his Quarrel, afſerted his Laws, and de- 
fended with ſuch violence, that at length they were 
both of them interdicted by Decrce of the Senate; 
Nevertheleſs Ceſar continued in the execution of his 
Magiſtracy, contumaciouſly adminiſtring juſtice,till 
he underſtood there were Sonldiers appointed to 1n- 
terrupt him : Thenhe diſmiſt his Li#tors, deveſted 
himſelf of his purple Robe, and retired privately to 

' his own houſe, as ſubmitting to the iniquity of that 
. time: Twodaysafter, the People came to him in 
great throngs of themſelves, and ina tumultuous 
way, profter'd him their aſſiltance, but he appeas'd 
them beyond all expectation: And ſo well was it 
interpreted by the Senate (which was then haſtily 
aſſembled about that very Commotion) that he had 
the thanks ofthe Houle by the prinripal perſons a- 
monglt 
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mongſt them, was re-invited into the Senate, com- 
mended, reſtored, andthe Decree for his ſuſpenſion 
revok'd. 

17.He fcll again into troubles afterwards,and was 

accuſed as a Conſpirator with Catilzne, by L. Yetins 
before Novins Niger the Quzltor, and before the 
Senate by Q. Ciras, to whom they had ordereda 
publick reward, for that he had firſt diſcovered 
their deſigns. Crurizs pretended, Ceſar was the firlt 
imparted the plot to him; Yerizs promis'd to pro- 
duce a Letter of his to Cariline under his own hand ; 
But Ceſar, looking upon that ſcandal as inſupporta- 
ble, appea[d to the teſtimony of Grcero, to whom 
he had made ſome voluntary deteftion; by which 
means, he not only brought himſelf off, but hindred 
Curins of the recompence decreed him. Nor did 
Vetins eſcape ſo well, for having cauſed him to be 
fined, his goods to be ſeized, and himſelf torn al- 
molt in pieces before the Roſtxa, he atlaſtclapt him 
in Priſon, and the Quzſtor Novins with him, for 
his preſumption in ca ing a Magiſtrate before him, 
which wasof greater authority than himſelf. 

18. Having finiſhed his Pretorſhip, the Govern- 
ment of Hiſpania Ulterior fell to his Lot. His Cre- 
ditorsendeavoured to have ſtayed him, but he gave 
them ſecurity to their ſatisfaction, Nevertheleſs, 
contrary to all Law and Cuſtom, he departed be-: 
fore his ſacceſlor was choſen, or the Provinces ſup- 
plyed, either that he might haſten the relief which 
the allies had implored, or avoid ſome proceſs 
which was privately contriving againlt him. Having 
quieted his Province, he returned with the {ſame ex- 
pedition,not ſo much as attending the arrival of a 
Succeſſor, as if he had beenimpatent of delay,either 
as to his Triumph or Conſulſhip : But Procumeyed 

| | being 
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being out for the EleCtion of the Conſuls, he could | 
not be admitted into the Towa but asa private per- 
ſon; he prelt very carneſtly to be diſpenced with in 
that Caſe, but he found ſo great oppolition, he was 
glad to wave his triumph, for fear of loling the 
Conſulſhip. 

I 9. Lucius and Brbulys, being his Competitors he 
ſided with Zcizs, upon condition, that he, being 
richer (though having a leſs intereſt:) ſhould diſtri- 
bute his Money among the Ce#turies tor them both : 
But the Nobility having notice of the Compact, 
and apprehending, leſt Ceſar advanced to fo abſo- 
lute an authority, and fortified with a Collegue of 
his own making, ſhould abuſe the truſt repoſed in 
him, they prevailed with B:ibalwus to promiſe the 
ſame oy a to which (upon Caro's declaring that 
it was for the ſervice of the Common-wealth } 
molt of them contributed,\ Whereupon he , was 
made Conſul with B:blus;, and to leflen their au- 
thority, the Care of the Forreſts, High-ways, and 
mattersof {maller importance were obtruded upon 
them : Ceſar reſenting theaffront, infinuated him- 
ſelf with all poſſible artifice into the friendſhip of 
Pompey, who at that time was in defiance with the 
Senate, becauſe after his Victory over Mrbridates, 
they had delayed the ratification of his As: He 
made a reconciliation alſo betwixt Pompey and Craſ- 
Jus, compoling the animoſity and miſ-intelligence 
which had been betwixt them eyer ſince their Con- 
ſulſhips, he joyn*d himſelf ſo firmly to them both 
that nothing could be tranſaQted in the State, but by 
conſent of all three. 

20. After his promotion to the Conſulſhip, he 
was the firlt that ordained a Journal of all Tranſ- 
actions both of the Senate and People, to be kepr, 
Dy» | WY and 
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and divuig'd ; He revived alſo the antient Cuſtome, 
that in thoſe Months the Rods and Axes were not 
carried before him, the Accenſus ſhould uſher him, 
and the Liitors or Sergeants follow behind. The Lex 
Apraria being promulg'd, and his Colleague pro- 
teſting againit it, he drave him out of the place by 
violence,who,upon his complaint in the Senate next 
day, finding not any one that would move in 
the Houſe to have a fray of that high Nature ta- 
ken into conſideration, nor give his vote for Repa- 
ration to be made, as they had done formerly upon 
{maller occaſion ; inutter deſpair, he retired imme- 
diately, and kept himielf in his houſe all the 
reſt of his Conſulſhip, not daring to oppoſe him af- 
ter that, but only by his Edifts. From this time 
Czſar had the ſole adminiſtration and manag'd all 
things with that uncontroulable arbitrarineſs, that 
ſome of the pleaſantly diſpoſed Citizens,when they 
ſubſcribed any will, or record, they dated it in Mer-J 
-rement,, not when Czfar and Bibulus, but when Julius 
and Cziar were Conſyls, putting the name and fſur- 
nante of one Conſul, for the names of them both, 
and ſuddenly ter theſe Verſes were diſperſed, 


"Non Bibulo quidquam nuper, ſed Cxfare faftum ; 
Nam Bibulofier: Conſule nl memins, Y 


| All things of late great Ceſar aCts alone z 
Poor Bibulzs1s out of faſhion grown. 


As an inſtance of his power, (not obſerving the an- 
tient way of Lots) he divided the Srellat-Freld,(dedi- 
cated by their Anceſtors to Religious uſes) and the 
Campane Territory(left to the Common-wealth in the. 
nature of a Subſidy) among(t twenty thouſand fuch 

| Citizen 
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Citizens as ſhould have three Children. or more. 
8 The Farmers of the Revenues, petitioning tor defal- 
| cation,in reſpect of the hardneſs of their bargain, he 
>| abated them a third part of their Rent,with this ad- 
| monition, that they ſhould bid more warily for the 
future : Other things he granted alſo, and without 
'| Contradiction; if any were ſo audacious as to op- 
-F poſe him, he frighted them inro a Concurrence. 
| Cato he cauſed to be halled violently out of the Se- 
-$ nate, and committed, for interrupting him only, 
| and Zucullus expoſtulating too freely, was made 1o 
| ſenſible of the dangerous effects, that he ſubmitted, 
$ andcaſthimſelf at his feet. CGcero, for but deploring 
the Miſerable State of affairs, (as he called it) ſaw 
the ſame day and that at three a Clock, his princi- 
pal Enemy P. Clodius tranſlated from the rank of 
the Senators, to that of the People, a thing he had 
long ſolicited from the Senate, butin vain ; he ſub- 
orned Yetizs to give falle witneſs againſt certain 
| of his adverſaries, and to charge them with offering 
him Money to kiil Pompey, but one or two be! 

. named, and the practice ſuſpitious, Jefoairing of 
ſo inconſiderate a project, and to prevent any fur- 
-=r4 diſcovery, he poiſoned his Knight of the 
Po 

21. About the ſame time, he Married Calpurnia, E 
the Daughter of P;ſo (who was to ſuccced him in 
the Conſulat) and his own Daughter Fulia to Cr. 
Pompey having rejected her firſt Husband Serves 
Czpio, (though of all his Friends, he was the only 
perſon by whoſe aſſiſtance he had overpowered , 
Bibulus.) After this new Alliance, he began to ask 
Pompeys Vote, the firit of all the Senators, whercas 
| formerly he was wont to begin with Craſſus, for it 
4 was the Cuſtome to obſctve the ſame Order all the 
Jer 
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year thorough, with which the Conſul began on 
New-years day. 

22, Being aſſiſted in this manner by the intereſts 
of his Wives Father, and his Sonin Law, among([t 
all the Provinces he made choice of France as the 
molt profitable, and moſt probable for his triumph : 
His firſt Province was only Gallia Ciſalpina, and 1lly- 
ricum,(added to it by the Act of the Popular Aﬀem- 
bly at the procurement of Yalerins) But afterwards 
they gave him Trarſalpinaallo, as apprehending, if 
they did not, the People would give it him them- 
ſelves; with which advancement he was ſo elated, 
that he could not contain from boaſting in a full Af- 
ſembly a while aſter, that he had laid his enemies 
upon their backs, and would keep them under for 
the future, to which one (alluding to his Sodomy 
with Nechomede ) anſwering, That it would be 10 eaſis 
matter for a Woman, he reply'd without any notice 
of the Sarcaſm, That Semiramis had done it in Afli- 
= and the Amazones had \ſubjeited a oreat part of 

a. 
\ 23. Having ended his Conſulſhip, and C. Mem- 
mus, and Lu. Domitius the Prxtors, having made 


Report of what Acts had paſt the year before,he re- 


ferred the diſquiſitionto the Senate, but obſerving 

themdelatory, and to have conſumed three whole 
days 1n impertinent diſputes, he departcd to his 
. « Province, After which, it was not long before his 
Queſfor was accus'd of certain delinquencies, and a 
while after, himſelf,by Lu. Aztiſtizes a Tribune of the 
People ; But appealing to the. Colledge at laſt,he ob- 
tain'd, that in reſpect he was abſent upon the Pub- 
lick ſervice, he [ſhould not be impleaded. For his 


ſecurity therefore for the future, he made it his bu- | 


hineſs to oblige, and ingratiate with the annual 
Mag 
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Magiſtrates, and in all Competitions to ſide with, 
and aſſiſt only ſuch as would eſpouſe his intereſt 1n 
his abſence, of which he was then ſo careful and 
ſollicitous, that he gave ſome of them an Oath, 
and exacted it from others, under their hands 
and Scals. 

24. L. Domitius being a Candidate,or Pretender 
to the Conſulſhip, having ſwaggered openly that 
he would do when he was Conſul, what he could 
not when he was Prztor; and that he would take 
away the Command of his Army from him': Ceſar 
having conſulted with Craſſus and Pompey at Luca, 
(a City in his Province) prevailed with them to 
ſtand again for the Conſulſhip in oppoſition to Do- 
mitizs, and to renew his Commiſſion for five years 
longer, and he ſucceeded in both : Upon which, he 
took the confidence to add ſome certain Legions of 
his own private raiſing, to what he had received of 
the State. One of them raiſed in the Countries be- 
yond the Alps he called by a French word, Alauda, 
which he bred vpand inſtituted in the Roman Cu- 
ſtomes and Diſcipline, and made them all after- 
wards free of the City. With theſe Troops he 
fought all occaſions of making of War, infeſting 
his Confederates as well as Enemies, inſomuch 
that the Senate had once decreed, to ſend Com- 
miſſioners into Frazce, to examine the State of af- 
fairs there, and ſome proponunded to,have him de- 
livered up to the Enemy. 'But he was ſo fortunate 
In all his enterprizes, that he had more thankſgi- 
ving days than any of his Predeceſſors. 

25. Hisatchievements during the g years1in which 

he had the principal Command of the Army, were 
gcnerally theſe; He reduc'd intoa Province all that 
'Part of France which lies betwixt the Pyrenear 
Moun- 
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Mountains, the Alps, the Mountains Gerbenna, the 
Rhine, and the Rhoſve, which contains 3200. miles 
in circumference (beſides ſuch Towns as had me- 
rited well, and allied themſelves to him before.) He 
impos'd 40000000 of Seſterces upon them in the 
nature of a Tribute, He was the firſt of all the 
Romans who built a Bridge over the Rhine, aflaild 
the Germans on the other ſide theRiver, and gave 
them ſeveral conſiderable defeats. He invaded the 
Britains alſo, which were till then unknown, and 
having over-run them in a ſhort time, he forced 
them to give him Hoſtages and Contribution : A- 
mongſt all the variety and greatneſs of his Enter- 
Prizes, he never had 1ll fortune but thrice ; The firſt 
upon the Coaſts of Britain, where his whole Fleet 
had like to have miſcarried by ſtorm ; the ſecond 
in France, where one of his Legions was intirely cut 
off; and the third onthe Frontiers of Germany,when 
Titurins and Aurunculeius his Lieutenants, were Clr- 
cumvented by an Ambuſcade, and defcated. 

26. About the ſame time, he loſt. his Mother, his 


Daughter,and Grand-Daughter by the ſaid Daugh- . 


ter, and not long after Clodzus was killed, andthe 
Common-wealth in great conſternation ; mſomuch 
thatthe Senate having reſolved to Create but one 
Conſul, and that Cz. Pompey ſhould be the Man, 
Ceſar prevail'd with the Tribunes of the People, 
(who were endeavouring to make him his Col- 
league) that they ſhould rather propoſe to the Peo- 
ple, that in reſpect of his abſence upon the Pub- 
Iick affairs, they would grant him a capacity of be- 
ing created again, when his Government was ex- 
pired, leſt otherwiſe he ſhould be conſtrained to 
leave the Wars (he had ſo proſperouſly begun) 1m- 
mature and uniniſhed ; having ſucceeded in w” de- 

ICS 
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fires, and his hopes enlarged with his deſigns, 
there was no kind of bounty or munificence which 
heomitred to all people, either in publick or pri- 
. vate: He began the ſtrufture of his Forum or 
Town-Hall, which he built with the ſpoils of his 
Enemies, and paid above a hundred Millions of 
Seſterces for the Area, or ground on which 1t ſtood : 
having pronounced a ſolemn Sword-play, and feaſt, 
to the people, in memory of his Daughter, (which 
no man ever had done before ),to make it the more 
acceptable to them, he not only imployed all the 
Cooks and Victualers of the City to provide what 
they could get, but he made preparations alſo as 
much as poſſible at home : if any of the moſt emi- 
nent Gladiators were- in extraordinary danger of 
their lives, when on any occaſionthe SpeCtators were 
incens'd againſt them, he ordered them to be taken 
away by force, and reſerved for agother time: ſuch 
as were to be trained up to that faculty,. he {uftered 
not tobe taught in any publick Schools, or by any 
Maſters of defence, bur in private houſes, by Romarz 
Knights, and ſuch of the Senators as were moſt dex- 
terous and skilfulattheir Arms, beſeeching thetn(as 
Is ſtill evident jn his Epiltles) that they would under- 
take them, and give them their Rudiments them- 
ſelves. He doubled the pay of his Legions # pore 
ram. When his Magazines were well ſtored, he 
gave them proviſions without meaſure, and once 
he gave each Souldier a ſlave, and a Farme. 

27. To continue his friendſhip and affinity with 
Pompey, he promis'd him Ofavza (his Siſters grand- 
Daughter, though ſhe was married to C. Marrellns) 
and made an overture to marry his Daughter, who 
was contracted alſo before to Faxſtus Sylla. Ha- 
vingin order to this obliged all peopleabout Pompey, 
| al 
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and moſt part of the Senators, either by giving or 
lending them Montes, upon very reaſonable terms; 
he ingratiated likewiſe with the reſt by frequent in- 
vitations, or noble preſents, when they came of 
themſelves, not forgetting to let their ſervants and 
relatives to participate of his bounty, according as 
they-ſtood fair in the favour of their Maſters. All 
Criminals, all Debtors and Prodigals, had their 
Sanctnary.in him, provided their Crimes, their 
Debts, and Neceſlities, were not beyond the lati- 
tude of his Relief : In thatcaſe he was wont to tell 
them whoſe condition was ſo'deſperate, in plain 


terms, They had nothing to pray for but a Gul 
War. 


28. Nor was he leſs ſtudious of inſinuating with 


forreign Princes and Provinces. To ſome he would. 


make preſents of Priſoners by the thouſands; to 


others he would ſend ſupplies, as many and asoften | 


as they deſired, without the conſent or authority 
either of Senate or People : Beſides this, he beautt- 
hed and adorned the moſt eminent Cities in Italy, 
France, Spain, Aſia, and Greece, with their moſt 
conſiderable buildings. Till atlength all people be- 
ing in amazement whither thefe things did tend, 

. Claudius Marcellus the Conſul, having by preface 
to his Edict deſired to confer about the great affairs 


'of the Common-wealth,he propoſed tothem at their 


__—_— that they would name a Succeſſor to Ceſar, 
before his time was expired; becauſe the War being 


finiſhed, and Peace eſtabliſhed, it would be convent 
-ent that Army ſhould be disbanded. That the Senate 
. was not obliged to have any regard to the abſence 
of Ceſar, ſeeing Pompey had not abrogated that aCt 
.of the People by their conſent, for ſo it happened, 
inthe Law the made for” the Regulation of Magi-J 

ſtrates, 


act P—Yyy — at — — —_ —_— Fa _— may 
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ſtrates,in an Article in which all ſuch as were abſent 
were excluded from thoſe dignities, he forgot to 
except Ceſar, which error afterwards when the law 
was ingraven and inrolled, he would haye cor- 
rected, but too late. Nor was Marcellxs contented 
to deprive him of his Provinces, and the priviledge 
of his abſenee, but he moved alſo that the Colomes 
with Ceſar had ſent to Nowum Comum by virtue of 
the Law Yatinia, ſhould be diſ-infranchifſed again, 
and their freedom of the City be taken from them, 
as obtained contrary to form. 

29. Ceſar being nettled at this, and judging \m 
he was often heard to ſay) it leſs eafie for 
him, being the firſt man inthe City, tobe depreſt 
to the ſecond, than from the ſecond to the laſt, he 
applyed all the reſiſtance he was able ; partly by the 
. interceſiions of the Tribunes, and partly by the in- 
tereſt of Sulpitizs the other Conſul : The next year 
C. Marcellus, ſucceeding his Coufin Germian by 
the Fathers fide Marcus Marcellusin the Conſulſhipz 
and promoting the ſame deſigns againſt Ceſar, by 
vaſt Bribes and Gratuities he wrought oft «£m 
lizs Paulus, (his Collegue) and Cains Cerio (a moſt 
turbulent Tribune) to his ſide. Yet all things being 
ſtill carried on with great obſtinacy, and the Con- 
ſuls deſigned, ingaging fiercely againſt him, by ad- 
dreſſes to the Senate, he did humbly requeſt; that et 
ther that favour and priviledge from the people, 
might be made good to him ; or thatall other Gene- 
rals might lay down their Commands. Sopot 
(as was imagined) he ſhould with more eaſe up” 
on occaſion) recolleCt his Yeterane Troops, 

Pompey his new. He propoſed alſo to his Adverſa- 
ries, by way of Capitulation, that he would di- 
miſs eight of his L_, and reſign all that part * 
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Gale which lies: beyond the Alps, upon condition 
that he might retain the Province of Gſzlpina and 
two SEDOs, or one Legion and the Government of 


Illyricum, till. he was created Conſul, 

;  3O. But neither the Senate interpoſing, nor his 
Adverſaries complying with his defires,as not think- 
ing it fit to capitulate with a Subject in matters of 
State : he palt into the nether part of France,where, 
having executed his Provincial Juriſdictions, he 
remained at Ravenna, with full reſolution to op- 
poſe with his Sword, whatever Decree the Senate 
ſhould make againſt the interceſlions of the Tribunes 
of the People who were of his party. And this was 
his pretence for his Civil wars, though others were 
of another opinion. Pompey was us'd to ſay, that 
not being able to finiſh thoſe publick buildings, 
which with ſo much magnificence he had begun, 
nor to ſatisfie the expectations of the people at his 


return with his private Eſtate, he reſolved to put. 


all things into confuſion. Others ſay he was jealous 
of being queſtioned for what he had done illegally in 
his firſt Conſulſhip, contrary to the Auſpices, Laws, 
and Remonſtrances of the Tribunes ; and the rather 
becauſe Cato had ſolemnly ſworn to impeach him, 
as ſoon as he had parted with his Army; and it was 
the general talk,that if he returned as a private per- 
fon, they would handle him as they did 24, and 
make him anſwer before the Judges with ſtrong 
ards about him : which ſeems the more probable 

y theſe words which Aſinius Pollio affirms he ſpake 
at the Battel of Pharſaka when he ſaw his Adverſa- 


- 


ries run: This is their own doings, 1 my ſelf muſt 


wm << fo >> 


have been condemned, after ſo many noble exploits, had 
IT not "eg the aſſiſtance of my Army. Some there are } 
been f4 long accultom'd 
is 


which believe that having 


The Life of Julius Czfar.” aTr 
to:Command, and cunningly computing his own 

Forces, and hisEnemics, helaid hold of that occa-.. 
fon to uſurp, which he had attended from the be-. 
ginning= and of this opinion Cicero, ſeemed to be, 
when in the third book of his Offices the ſays, that 
Ceſar had frequently two verſes of -Exripides in his 

mouth, which he rendred thus in Latin : | 


Nam ſi violandum eft jt:s, regnandi eratia 
Violandum eſt + alits rebus pietatem colas, 


Nee ſtand on juſtice when the ſtake*sa Crown ; 
In leſſer things pretend Religion, 


+. 31. When word was brobght him that the inter- 
ceſſion of the Tributes was: ineffe&tual, and that 
they themſelves were departed out 'of Rame; he 
gave private orders to his Troops to march immedi- 
ately, & that no ſuſpiciont'of his deſigns might ariſe, 
he was preſent that Yay ata publick ſpectacle, he 
farvey'd and adviſed about the Model of a new The- 
atre he-had deſigned for his Sword-plays, and was 
preſent at a publick -emtertainment as before. But 
aſter Sunſet having made bold with a Bakers Mules, 
which were thenat hand, and clapt them Roqalny 
into his Chariot, he hegan his journey with as muc 
ſecrehie, and as ſnall attendance as was poſſible : his 
Torches going outhe loſt his way, and wandred up 
and- down a great part of the night, but towards 
break of day he got a guide, be, leaving his Cha- , 
riot, was lad to march on foot through by Lanes © 
| and ſuch places, - to: recover his Road, which at 
length he did, and coming up to his Troops at the 
\ banks of Rubicon, he ſtood {til} a while ruminating 
vpon the Enterpriſe he was undertaking, at laſttur- 


C 3 ning 
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ning to thoſe which were next to him, he ſaid,Thus 


ar we are ſafe, and return if we pleaſe; if we 
but this brs & we hab have nathing my to but 
Arms 


our Arms. | 
. 32. Whilſt heſtood in this beſitation and ſuf. 


pence there appeared to him a perſon of a remark- 


able ſtature, and beauty, fitting hard by him, and 
playing upon a Reed : not. only the Shepheards,but 
ſeveral of the Souldiers ran to hear him, and ſome 
of the Trumpeters amonglt the reſt, which being 
obſerv*d by this Piper, he took his opportunity, 
ſTnatcht a Trumpet out of one of their hands, and 
leaping ſuddainly into the Water, he ſounded a 
Charge, and continued it to the other ſide of the 
River : Upon which,Ceſar aye out, Come then, t 
# decreed, let us go on whither the Prodegies of the Gods, 
nd the Iniquity of our Enemzes invite us. 

' -. 33. Having palſs'd his Army over the River, 
and joyned himſelf with the Tribunes of the people, 
who upon their expulfion out of the City were re- 


tired to him ; he made an Oration to the Squldiers, 


and with tears in his eyes,he implor'd their fidelity 
and aſliſtance. It was reported alfo, that he promi- 
ſed each of them a Knights Fee, -but that wasa mi- 
ſtake; for ſhewing them often his Ring finger upon 


his left hand,as he was ſpeaking, and affirming that 


he would willingly ip himſelf even to his Ring, . 


rather than they ſhould go unſatisfied who aſſert- 
ed his honour ;, thoſe who were remote, and could 
ke better than hear, imagining from their eye, 
that he had ſpoke what they Jefired, gaye out he 
had promiſed them the dignity of the Ring,(which 
was worn only by the Roman Knights)and 400000. 
Sefterces1nto the bargain. | | 
- - 34. The order and ſum of his ſubſequent at- 

mY , Ov chieye- 
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chievements is this : he poſleſt himſelf of Picenum, 
Umbria, and Etruria ; Lu. Domitinus who was tu- 
multuouſly nominated his ſucceſſor, having a Ga- 
riſon in Corfinizm, hereduc'd, and diſmiſt; march- 
ing from thence along the Aariarick Coaſts towards 
' Brunduſinm, whither Pompey and the Conſuls were 
fled for more convenient and ſpeedy tranſportati- 
on : He imployed all his induſtry to prevent or re- 
tard them, but finding it in vain, he returned to 
Rome. Having called theSenate together, and ad- 
yvis'd about the moſt weighty matters of State, he 
marched into Spain,againit the moſt conſiderable of 
Pompey's forces, under the Command of 24. Per 
treius, L. Afrarsus, and M. Yarro; and ſaid publick- 
ly amongſt his friends at his going away, He was go- 
ing againſt an Army without a General, But at his 7e- 
turn, his next Expedition would be againſt a General 
without an Army. The ſhutting of the Gates againſt 
him at Marſeilles, and the incommodities of that 
Per; wasno ſmall impediment to his 'March, 
yet he oyercame all, reduc'd that Town, and ſet- 
tled:- Spain: 1n aſhort time. E760 
35. Having thence return'd to ;Rome, and. put 
things in good Qrder there, he ſets out for Mace- 
don againſt Pompey himſelf, beſieges and blocks him 
up in his own Camp for four months together,with 
ircredible labour,and at laſt defeated himutterly at 
the battel of Pharſalia: he purſued him into-Alex- 
andria, finds him ſlain by Prolomey, who was cor- 
ſpiring the ſame Entertainment for hum : where- 
upon he was ingaged in a moſt deſperate war 
there, as neither having time nor place to defend 
himſelf ;, Yet though it was Winter, and his ſup- 
plies (by conſequence) uncertain, though he was 
{hut vp within the ſame walls, with a numerous 
C 4 and 
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and ſubtile Enemy, and unprovided of all kind of 
neceſlaries, he overcame them at laſt, made him- 
ſelf Maſter of all Egypt, and gave the Command of 
it to Cleopatra, and her youngeſt Brother, when he 
had done : not caring to make it a Province, leſt 
falling afterwards into the hands of a violent or 
pragmatical Governour it might yield new cauſe of 
Commotion: From Alexandriahe went into Syria, 
and from thence into Portus, upon news that Phay. 
xaces the Son of Mithridates, elated with ſeveral 
victories, had taken that opportunity to make war 
upon the Romans : The fifth day after his arrival, 
he engaged him, and in four hours after heappear'd 
in ſight, he beat him quite out of the field. The 
ealineſsof this Victory made him often commemo+ 
rate the felicity of Pompey, wno had acquired ſo 
cat Glory upon ſo pititul and puſillanimous an 
emy. Afer theſe, he reduced Scipio, and Fuba, 
(who had rallied ſome of the remaining Troops in 
Africa Yand Pompey's ſons in Spain. 

36. In all his Civil Wars he never received any 
defeat, but in his Lieutenants, of which number 
C, Curio miſcarried in Africk, C. Antonius was 
taken Priſoner, P. Dolabella loſt his Fleet in 1ly- 
ricum, and Cr. Domitius his Army in Pontus: In all 
hisown Encounters he was fortunate, and - never 
in any hazard but twice ; once at Dyrrachizm,where 
Pompey repuls'd him, but not proſecuting his advan- 
tage, Ceſar declared he knew not how to make 
the beſt uſe of a Victory : his next Exigence was 
in his laſt battel in Spaiz in which his affairs were ſo 
deſperate, he had once thoughts of diſpatching 
himſelf. | cl 

37.. His wars being ended hetriumphtfive times; 
after he had defeatcd Scipio, four times ina month, | * 

but 
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but with ſome intermiſſion of days; and once 
more after his victory over the Sons of Pompey: his 
firſt, and moſt magnificent triumph was that of the 
Gawles, the next of Alexandria, the third of Pontus, 
the fourth of Africk, and the laſt of Spain; the 
Pomp and preparation of each of them, was dif- 
ferent and various. On the day of his Gallick, Tri- 
umph, the Axle-tree of his Chariot breaking, he 
had like to haye been caſt upon the ground : He 
aſcended to the Capitol with lghts, having forty 
Elephants attending him on both hands, with car+ 
riers of Torches : In his Pontick, Triumph, upon his 
ſeveral Pageants, this Motto was inſcribed, VEN, 
VIDI, VICI, iraporting not ſo much the Acts, as 
the expedition of his Conqueſts. | 

38. Inliewof their Plunder, he gave every foot- 
ſoldier of the Veterance-Legions, beſides the two 
thouſand Sefterris, at the beginning of the troubles 
four thouſand more, and to each ofthe horſe 24000. 
He aſſigned Lands to them alſo, but not contiguous, 
leſt any of the poſſeſiors ſhonld he ditſeiſed 5 He 
gave the people beſides X Modis of Corn, and as 
many Pints of Oyl, 300 Seſtertis apiece which he 
| had promiſed them of old, and- 100- more in conſt- 
deration of their forbearance : he remitted alſo 
a years rent to ſuch as were in arrear for their. ha- 
bitations 1n Rome, if it exceeded n6t 2000 Seftertss, 
but tothe reſt of /xaly but 500. To theſe Libera- 
lities he added a publick Feaſt, a general diſtribu- 
tion of raw fleſh, and two dinners after his Viftory 
in Spkin, for ſuppoſing the firſt not ſuitable to his 
| Granceur, five dayes after, he made another far 
- more magnificent. Wy 

39. He exhibited alfo ſeveral ſorts of Shews 
and dxyertiſcments to the people, as Prizes, and 
Stage- 
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-Plays ated in all Languages, and all quarters 
ofthe Town: he preſented them with the paſtimes 
of the Grerus, Wreitlings, and fights at Sea. Farixs 
Leptinus of the Pretorian Race, and Q. Calpenus, 
fometime a Senator and Pleader at the Bar, play*d 
a Prize in the Marketplace: The Pyrrig or war- 
like Dance, was danced by the Sons of the Princes 
of Aſia and Bythinia: During theſe Playes Decimus 
Laberius, a Roman Gentleman, acted a Farce of 
his own ſo well, that Ceſar gave him 500000 Se- 
feerces, 2 Ring of Gold, and place amongſt the 
Knights, to whoſe Seats he paſt immediately 
from the Stage. To make the Greoenſian Games 
more acceptable and great, he inlarged the Grecus 
on both ſides, and deſigned in ita winding Emuripus. 
Hefe it wes the young Cavaliers of the beſt fami- 
hes in Rome ſhewed their dexterity and addreſs 
in vaulting from one Horſe to another, and ma- 
naging their Chariots ſome with four Horſes, and 
others with two: The Trojan Game was perform- 
ed by two Troops, one of greater, the other of 
&fſer boyes. For five dayes $0gether there were 
ſeveral wild Beaſts baited, and laſt of all a kind of 
apitch'd Battel, betwixt 500 Foot, 300 Horſe, 
an 20 Elephants of a ſide, the Goals being taken 
away for their greater liberty, and two Camps 
(or Tents) confronting one another ſet up in 
their ſtead. The Wreſtlers having a place prepa- 
red for them in the Campus Mdartins, continued that 
exerciſe three dayes together. The Nawmachia, or 

Sea-hght, was repreſented (in aLakecut on pur- 
"Poſe near the lelſer Codeta) by the Gallies of 
Tyre, and Egypt, with two, three, and four ranks 
of Qars, all very well mann'd: for the ſeeing of | 
which ſights, \there was ſo great a confluence of 


people, 
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people,moſt part of the ſtrangers were glad to make 
uſe of Tents and Booths ſet up in the ſtreets and 
high wayesinſtead of houſes ; many perſons were 
killed in the Crowds, and amongſt them two Sena- 
tors. 

40. Applying himſelf after this to the ſettlement 
* of the State, he reformed the Kalender, which,by 
the ignorance, or corruption of the Prieſts, or the 
liberty they took of interlacing (their months and 
dayes) was become ſo confuſed, that neither the 
Harveſt Holy-dayes fell out in Summer, nor the 
Vintage in Autumn. He accommodated the whole 
year to the courſe of the Sun, made it to cenfilt of 
365 dayes, and having taken away the leap month, 
he ſuperinſerted only one day 1n every fourth year. 
But to the end that the Computations of time 
might be more exa@&for the future,by commencing 
theaccount from the Kalends of Fanuary ; he inter-- 
poſed two Months betwixt November and Decem- 
ber, ſo that in the year this reformation was made, 
there were fifteen Months with the ordinary Leap 
Month which fell inthat year on courſe. 

41. Hefilled up the Senate; choſe new Patritis, 
increas'd the number of the Prators, e/Ediles, Qug- 
ſtors, and other inferionr Magiſtrates. Such as 
were degraded by the Cenſors, or condemned of 
Bribery, or corrupt acquiſition of their places, he 
reſtored. The power of Eleftion of Magiſtrates, 
he parted with the people; (Except in the compe- 
tition for the Conſulſhip)one half of the Candidates 
weredeclared by them, the other by himſelf, which 
he ſignifed by little Billers ſent to the Tribes in 
theſe words, Ceſar Diftator; To this or that 
- Tribe, &c. [recommend ſuch or ſuch a perſon to you, 
that by your ſuffrage he may be admitted into — or 
I. ucts 
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ſuch an Office. He preferr*d the Children of ſuch as 
had been proſcrib*d, unto places of honour. He re- 
ſtrained all Judgments to two ſorts of Judges,one of 
them of the Order of Knights,the other of Senators, 
ſuppreſſing the third, which was the Tribunes of the 
' Treaſury. He took the number of the poorer ſort | 
of people, by the Land-Lords, neither in the uſual 
manner, nor place, but Street by Steet : The 
2300000 People which had their proviſion out of 
the pnblick Magazines of the Town, he reduc'd to 
150000. And that no new meetings might at any 
time ariſe upon occaſion of this Survey, the crdain- 
ed,thatevery Prztor ſhould chooſe a certain number 
by Lots, of ſuch as were not comprehended in the 
former Survey, to ſucceed in the places of ſuch as 
ſhould die. 

42, Having diſtributed 80000 Citizens of Rome 
amongſt his forreign Colonies, that he might ſup- 
ply or prevent any want of men in the City, he 
made 'a Law, that no Citizen being above twenty, 
or under forty years of age, fhould be abſent out 
of Italy above three years; unleſs he was under a 
Military Oath to the State. That no Senators Son 
ſhould be permitted to travel into other Countries, 
but in the Train and Company of ſome Magiſtrate 
or other, That thofe which fed Cattel, ſhould have 
atleaſt a third part of their Keepers free-born young 
men : He made the Profeſſors of Phyſick,and Teach: 
ers of the Liberal Arts, free of the City, to en- 
courage them which lived there to continue, and to 
invite others thither. As for ſuch as were indebt; 
and hop'd by their frequent follicitations to have 
obtain'd their diſcharges, he decreed at laſt they 
ſhould atisfie their Creditors, and an Eſtimate be- 
10g madeof all Lands according to the value they 
were 
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werepurchaſed at before the Civil Wars, whatever 
had been pay*d, or was put down for intereſt upon 
the account, ſhould by the Debtors be deducted 
out of the principal, ſo that the Creditor by this 
means loſt aboveathird part of his Dzbt:He diſſolv'd 
all the New Companies and Societies, confirming 
only ſuch as were of antient Conſtitution : He en- 
larged the penalties againſt Criminals ; and becauſe 
the rich and wealthier fort being only baniſh'd, 
withont loſs of their Eſtates, were become more 
licentious, and prone to auy kind of wickedneſs z 
he made Murther loſs of all, (as Gcero reports) and 
Man-ſlaughter of half. 

43+ In the adminiſtration of Juſtice he was very 
diligent, and ſevere; ſuch as were convicted of 
Extortion, he removed out of the Senate. He 
brake the Marriage of a perſon which had been for- 
merly Pretor, for marryinga woman within two 
days after ſhe had been feparated from her former 
husband, though there was no ſcandal, or ſuſpicion 
of adultery. He laid impoſts upon forein Com- 
modities ; He prohibited the uſe of Litrers, the 
wearing of Purple Robes and Jewels, to all but 
perſons of ſuch a quality and age, and that only 
upon certain days alſo. But in nothing was he 
more vigoroully intent, than ip the Execution of the 
Sumptuary Laws, to repreſs Extravagance in Diet, 
he not only placed Guards in the Shambles and 
Butcher-rows, to ſeize ſuch meat as ſhould be ſold 
contrary toLaw, but he ſent his Sergeants and Offi 
cers to particular houſes, with Command to take 
away (though upon their very Tables) ſuch diſhes 
SEX po 1bly have eſcap'd the vigilance ofthis 

uards. 


44. For 


hy 
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44. For the Embelliſhment of the City, the Go- 
vernment and augmentation of the Empire, his 
contrivaiices were every day greater than other : 
His chief defign was to have built a Temple to 
Mars (the molt magnificent inthe whole world) 
by filling up, and levelling that Lake in which his 
Naval Battle was exhibited. His next was, to have 
erected a ſtately Theatre near the Mourit Tarpeins. 
Toreduce the body of the Civil Law, to a certain 
mean and mediocrity, and from ſo vaſt and confu- 
ſed number of Statutes, to ſele& ſuch as were moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary, and to expoſe them in — 
ments. To build as large Libraries (both for Gree 
and Latin Authors) as he could poſſibly, and to 
commit their Ordering and digeſting to AL Yarre. 
To drain the Fenns of Pomptra,to let out the Lake 
Fucinks, to make a Cawſey from the Adriarick Sea, 
along the Apennine to Tiber : to cut through the 
Iſthmus at Corinth. To repell the Dacs, who had in- 
vaded Pontus and Thrace, To make war upon the 
Parthians in the leſſer Armenza, but not to engage 
them, till he had made a perfect diſcovery of their 
force. But death came and nipt all theſe projets in 
the Bud; of which before I make any particularre- 
lation, it will not be impertinent if I deſcribe him 
-in his perſon, habit, manners, and aCtions both 
Civil and Military. 

4.5. His ſtature 1s reported to be tall, his com- 
plex1ion white, his Iimbs ſtrong and compact, his 
viſage full, his eyes black and lively, his temper 
found and healthy, only in his latter days he was 
ſabje&t to ſounding fits, and to be affrighted in 
-his dreams ; Twice alſo he was ſurpriſed with fits 
of the falling-ſickneſs as he was ſitting in judgment. 
About his body he was ſo ſuperſtitiouſly curious, he 


Was 
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was not only clipt and ſhaved conſtantly,but had the 
down or ſofter part of his hair pluck'd out by the 
roots, of which he was many times reproach'd : His 
baldneſs was a great trouble to him, and had 
often expoſed him (to his great diſ-ſatisfaftion) to 
the flouts of his Enemies: To concealit as much as 
he could, he had a Cuſtome of wearing his hair 
comb'd backward over his Crown, from his fore- 
head; and among all the honours conferr'd upon 
him by the Senateand People,hereceived none with 
more pleaſure and delight, than the priviledge of 
wearing a Laurel Garland perpetually. In his 
cloaths alſo he was fingularly remarkable, wearing 
his long S2nators Robe, ſtudded with Gold, frin- 
ped at the hands, and Girt about, but always looſly, 
which gave occaſion to that expreſſion of Sylls who 
oftentimes admoniſh'd the Nobility, To beware of 
that boy who went girded fo ſlightly. 

46. His firſt habitation was ina ſmall houſe in the 
Suburra; Butafter he was made High Prieſt he re- 
moved into one of the publick houſes belonging to 
the City in the Yza Sacra. Many have writ that he 
was exceedingly addicted to neatneſs, and ſumptu- 
ous hoſpitality at his Table. Having began, and 
finiſhed at a vaſt expence, a noble houſe in the Ter- 
, ritory of Nemorenſss, becauſe it did not exactly an- 
ſwer to his mind, he pulPd it down again to the 
Ground, though his Eſtate at that time was but 
{mall, and he very much in debt. He had a Cuſtome 
alſo, in all his expeditions, to carry ſquare Tiles of 
chequer'd Marble to pave the place where he took 
up his own Quarters, 

47. It is reported, he undertook his Voyage into 
Great Brit azn, in expectation-of Pearls, whoſe va- 
lue he could judge by poiſing them in-his hands; he 
was 


32 The Life of Julius Czar. 
was a great Lover, and a moſt curious Colleor of 
Jeers, PAS Statues, Seals, Pictures, and 
uch kind of Antiquities as were the Originals of the 
prime Maſters of old, at any rate; He ſpared no 
colt for his Slaves,if they were young and handſome, 
buying them ſometimes at ſuch rates, as he was 
aſhamed ſhould be known ; and therefore would not 
ſuffer them to be entred in his accounts. 

. 48. Inall his Provinces he kept two Conſtant Ta- 
| bles,one where his Officers and Commanders, the 0- 
ther where the men of his long Robe, and the moſt 
Eminent perſons of the Province did uſually dine. 
The diſcipline of his Houſe he kept up ſo exactly in 
little things,as well as great,thathe clap'd one of his 
Cutlers into Irons, for having given ſome of his 
Guelts worſe bread than what he had himſelf, and 
puniſh'd another of his Gentlemen (which he loved 
otherwiſe very well )with death, for baying commit- 
ted adultery with a Roman Knights Wife, though 
there was no Complaint brought againſt him. 

49. Nothing refle&ted upon his Continence ſo 
much as his intimacy with Nicomedes, and that was - 
ſo laſting and bitter, it expos'd him to every mans 
invectives, I omit the Common Verſes of Caluus 
Licinus. 


Bithynia quicquid, 
Et Y eaicator Ceſaris unquam habit. 


I paſs by the Libels of Dolabella, and Crrio the 
Father, with the EdiCts of Bibulxs, in which he cal- 
led hira Queer of Bithynia, and publiſhed, That he 
loved a King formerly ſo well, he had now ſet his heart 


aqen aKingdom.M.Brutus reports,that aboutthe ſame } 
e that there was one Oftavizs about the Cgurt 
(whoſe 
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(whoſe folly and weakneſs gave him the liberty of 
his tongue) who having ſaluted Pompey in a great 
Aſſembly by the name of Kzxg, he addreit himſelf to 
Ceſar with the title of Queen. Cains Memmins goes 
farther and charges him to have waited upon + 
comedes amonglt his old Catamites, and filled Wine 
at the Table, in the preſence of ſeveral Roman Mer- 
chants,which he names: But Cicerb not content with 
this, affirms in ſome of his Epiſtles, that he was 
conducted into the Kings Chamber by his Penſion» 
ers, That having put on a Purple Robe; he lay 
down upon a gilt Bed 3 and fo the flower of his 
age who was deſcended from Yenus (as he had ' 
boaſted) was contaminated in Bithynia. Belides 
theſe Ceſar being earneſt in the defence of Miſa 
(the Daughter of Nicomedes) before the Senate, 
and amongſt the reſt of his arguments, enumera- 
ting his favours to him, Ler that paſs I beſeech you, 
(lays Gcero,) we know very well how things tiave Flodd 
betwixt you. In his Gallick Triumph, the Souldiers 
which followed his Chariot, amongſt other Songs 
and Lampons (which were uſed merrily to be ſung) 
did frequently repeat theſe, | 


Gallias Czſar ſubegir,Nicomedes Czfaremi. 
' Ecce Czlar nunc truumphat, quiſubegit Gallzas * 
Nicamedes nor triumphat, qui ſubegit Czſarem, 


Ceſar ſubdued the Gals, Bithynia's King . 
Subdu'd great Ceſar, why then here's the thing, 
Muſt not he triumph too, that o'recam hin ? 


59. The general report is, he was much given 

to Women, and being very liberal and profuſe, he 

 debaucht ſeveral Ladies of Quality, amongſt " 
248 D re 
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reſt Poſthumia the wife of Servins Sulpitius, Lollia 
the wife of Aulus\ Gabinins, Tertulla' of M. Crafſm, 
and Mutia the wife of Pompey ; . for not only the 
Curio's both Father and. Son; | but. many others up- 
braided Pompey, -That 'out of an. extravagant ambi- 
tionof greatneſs, he had married the daughter of him, 
fer whoſe ſakz he had put away his own wife after he 
had had three chillren by her, and was wont in his 
p—_ call bim /£oiſthas, or Adulterer. But a+ 
ve all, his greateſt affection was for Servitia the 
Mother of Brutus, to whom in his laſt Conſulſhip 
he pteſented a PearI which coſt him 60000 Sefterces, 
beſides other: conſiderable Gifts during the Civil 
Wars, and ſeveral Lands and:Farms publickly ex- 
poſed, he ſuffered her ta purchaſe ata very ſmall 
rate; which -moſt people adfviring,' Cicero very 
pleaſantly ſatisfied /in theſe words, That you may 
know (faith he). ſbebns the better bargain, TERTLA 
DEDUCTA ESE; alluding to her Daughter Terria; 
which it was: ſuppoſed . Servika) had proftituted:'to 
Ceſar: Nor did heabſtain fromthe. Ladies inthe 
Provinces. where he "Commanded, if weymay be; 


TT ca _ ococoitmes wh. en wm on. fon wma. an mo tivo tw =O 5 5 bo} 


lieve the Song the Souldiers :fung at his Gallick | 


Triumph. 


Urban ſervate Uxores, mechum calouni adtluriruus, 

Aurum in Gallia\effutuiſti," hic ſumpfiſts anutawon. 

Friend lack, your wife, our baldipatefornicator 
Do's both your buſmeſſes,” if. hegets at herz,- - ''? 


* Tho ft ſquandred all inFrancezunt now'conmeſtbame, 


At thy old Rate, to borrow more in Rome. 


x 
? © $<$F&Y 


or mY He vasinamour'd alſo of ſeyeral:Queeis, a} 
of Einoe the wife of Bogadir Ring (ROTOR 
- 41 WIHOW, [| 


The Life of Julius Czfar. 35 
whom, (as Naſo fays) and to her husband, he made 
many great Preſents; But his chiefeſt paſſion was 
for Cleopatra, with whom he would many times ſpin 
out his Entertainments till next morning, he paſt, 
in the fame Barge, or pleaſure Boat with her into 
Erypt, almoſt as far as Erhiopia, and had doubtleſs 
ne thorow, had nothis Army mutiny'd, and, re- 
oy to follow ; He invited her afterwards to Rome, 
and fent her back with many honours, and rewards. 
He permitted her likewiſe to call a Spn of hers by ts 
name, which ſome of the Greek Authors affirmed' 
toreſemble Ceſar both in feature and Mine. M. Ar 
ronins allerted inthe Senate, that he owned him, ard 
that C. Marius, 'and 'C. Oppius, and ſeveral other 
of Ceſars intimatts knew 1t very. well: But C. 4 
pius (looking upon It as aſcandal, and' thing wots 
thy of an Apology) put.forth a Book, proving, {f 
was not the Son of Czfar, whith Cleopatra world have 
father'd upon him.” Helvias Ginna, a Tribune gf t 
Peopte, confeſt to ſeveral of his friends, that he hat 
a Law by him, ready prepared and ingroſt, which 
Ceſzr commanded himto publiſh intis abſence, and 


it was tothis purpoſe, That he might have as many 
and what wives he pleaſed, to propagate upon : 4d 
that no man raay doubt of his Sodomy, Curio the 
Elder in one of his Orations tiles him, A Mar for 
| all Women, and a Wqmai: for all Men, . F 
52: That he was temperate in. drinking , his 
veryenemies have not deny*d : Cato*s ſaying was, 
That he was the ouly ſober man ever went about to ſub- 


vert the Government of the State, In his diet alſo he 


| was fo indiffterent, that Opp tells us, being at an 
| Entertainment amongſt other company, where ill 
* Oyl was brought up, inſtead of good, the reſt re- 
| fuling to'touch it, he catvery heartily,leſt ce 


n 
| 
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he ſhould ſeem to have upbraided his Hoſt,either of 
Poverty, -or Neglect. 


* 43. He abſtained fromno way ofgetting Money, | 


either in his Civil or Military Commands: Some 
have left it upon Record, that in Spaiz he exaCted 
great ſums both of the Pro-Conſul, and Allies, 
towards the payment of his Debts. Certain Towns 
in Portugal which embracd his Contmands, and 
6pened their Gates to receive him, he plundered, 
and fack'd. In France he took great ſtore of Jewels 
and riches out of their Temples, which had been 
dedicated to their Gods. He demoliſhed ſeveral 
Towns more. for their. wealth than delinquency, 
by which means he had got ſuch plenty of Gold, 
that he ſold it in raly, and the Provinces by the 
pound, for 3000 Sefterces, and no more. In his firſt 
Conſulſhip he'made bold with 3000 weight of Gold 
out of the Capitol, and believed afterwards he bad 
made it good - when he. gave as much gilt braſs in 
the place. . The Honourable Titles of Kings, .or Al- 
lies. he ſold many times for money : Frolomey alone 
paid him 6000 Talents for himſelf and Pompey: 
After which he maintained the reſt of his Coral 
Wars, Triumphs, and Spectacles, by moſt evi- 
dent Rapine and Sacriledge. _ 
*- 54.1In DOUmRE and Martial Conduct, he equal- 
I«d,ifnotexcelled the beſt of his Predeceſſours. Aﬀter 
the impeachment of Dolabelia he was ever reckoned 
amongſt the principal Advocates of the City. Crero 
in-his Catalogue of Orators directed to Brutys, af- 
tirms, He knew not to what perſon Czſar ought to ſub- 
ſeribe - and iti his Epiſtle to Cornelius Nepos, That 


his Stile was | Elegant, . Brick, Majeſtick,, and like } 
4 Gentleman'; and in another place; Which ss is Þ 


(ſays he) among all your Qrators brought up op 


 $- 
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thing elſe, that you can prefer before Czſar ? Who 6s 


there more pungent, and frequent in his ſentences, or 
more neat and elegant in his words ? 

55. Whilſt he was young, he ſeemed to affect the 
ſtile of Srrabo Ceſar ſo much, that in his Oration, 
call'd Dzwinario, he transferr'd ſome of his ſentences 
word for word out of his Oration Pro Sardis, He 

ve great life to his Harangues, by the clearneſs of 

is YoIce, and the comelineſs of his geſture ; ſome 
| Orations he left behind him, to which others are in- 
conſiderably added, as that pro C, Metello, which 
on, bare with goodreaſon believes to be put forth 
rather by ſome Clerk, or Short-hand writer (who 
was not able to keep pace with his words as he 
= them) than by humſelf, for in ſome Copies 1 

d that 1t is not inſcrib'd, pro Mexella, but quam 
ſeripſit Metello, being indeed a ſpeech which Ceſar 
made to vindicate himſelf and Metellus from certain 
icandalsand aſperſions laid upon them by their com- 
mon Enemies. Nor has Auguſtus any better opinion 
of his Orations ad muhtes in Spain, the firſt made be- 
fore his firſt battel, and the other before his laſt, and 
Aſimins Pollo confirms it when he ſays that the in- 
curſion of the Enemy was ſo ſydden, he had no 
time for any ſuch thing, 

56. He left alſo « Hemoires or Commentaries of 
his own actions in his Wars with the Gauls and Pom- 
pey. The reſt as of Alexandria, Africk,, and Spain, 
are ſuppoſed to be ſpurious, ſome people imputing 
them to Oppis, others to Hirtizs, who finiſh'd the 
laſt book of his Gallick Wars, which Ceſzr left im- 
* perfect. Of theſe Commentaries of Ceſar, Gcero 
* in the ſame Epiſtle to Brutus gives this Character, 
His Commentaries ({aith he) ' are exceedingly to be 
approved, they are plain, neat, and beautiful, without 


3 ny 


38 The Life of Julius Czſar. 
any Rhetorical ornament or diſouiſe -* his deſson was oul 
«, 6 are matter for ſuch pry oubins Hiſtory, 
and happily he may have done a pleaſure to ſome light 
empertinent people who think they can beautifie it perhaps 
with their miſerable Art, but all ſober men he has d:ſ- 
courag d from medling. Of the fame Book Hirtius 
gives this Teſtimony , His Commentaries. are ſo uni- 
verſally admired, he has rather deterred, than wmvited 
others to write, But my wonder 3s by ſo much greater 
than the reſt, by how much they only kyow the Excellency 
and Generoſity, but I the Expedition and Eaſineſs of 
. his Pen, Pollio Aſinius is of Opinion, they were 
not carefully done, nor matters of fact ſo truly re- 
preſented as they ſhould have been; that Ceſar 
took up many things done by other perſons, lightly, 
and upon truſt, and that touching his own Exploits, 
either for want of Memory, or on purpoſe he ſct 
them down wrong, He left alſo two books de A- 
waloria, two Anticatones, and a Poem called Ter. 
The former two he compoſed in his paſſage over 
the Alps, as he was returning out of Galka Ciſal: - 
pina to his Army; the other two about the time of 
- the battelat Adunda, and the laſt in his four and 
twenty dayes journey betwixt Rome and the fur- 
theſt part of Spain. There are alſo Extant ſome 
Epiltles of his to the Senate, which were the firſt 
joyned together by leaves, and made into the 
faſhion of a Book, for before the Conſuls and Ge- 
nerals writ croſs the Paper, and no otherwiſe : -he 
"has ſome alſo to Cicero, and to his friends about his 
private affairs, in which when he had any thing of . 
ſecret, he imparted it by a certain tranſpoſition of 
Letters ſo diſpos'd, as they ſeemed nothing to other 
Peapees and yet by commuting the fourth Letter }. 
ar the firſt, (as D. for A.) &c, his meaning = | 
ealtly Þ 
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eaſily diſcovered. It is reported alſo, he writ ſome 
things when he was a Boy, as the Phraſes of Hercu- 
les, the Tragedy of Oedipus, and a Colleftion of Apo- 
thegmes;, But Auguſtus ia ſhort Epiltle to Pompeius 
' Macrus, who had the charge of his Library, com- 
mands him to ſtop their Publication. 

57. At his Weapon, and at riding the great 
Horſe, he was excellently expert,moſt indefatigable 
' in labour: he march'd conſtantly at the head of his 
Army ; ſometimes on Horſe-back, ſometimes on 
foot, but always (in ſpight either of heat or rain) 
with his Head bare: His diligence was fo incre- 
dibly great in molt of his Expeditions, that he would 

o fifty Leagues a day in a Hackney Chariot, 
wimming over the Rivers, 1t there were any in 
his way, or elſe paſſing by the help of blown blad- 
ders, ſoas many times he out-run all intelligence of 
him. 

58. In his Martial undertakings, it is doubtful 
whether he uſed more Caution or Courage: he 
never march'd his Army by any dangerous wayes, 
rill he had thorowly diſcover'd them. Before his 
Expedition into Enoland, he himſelf ſurvey*d the 
Ports and acceſſes into that 1Nand. Having intel- 
Iigence that hisCamp was beleaguer*d inGermazy,he 
paſs'd their Guards in the diſguiſe of a French-man, 
and came ſafe to their relief. He palis'd from Brun- 
duſium to Dyrrachium, thorow two of the Enemies 
Fleets inthe midd*ft of winter.and ſeeing his Troops 
which he had commanded to followhim, negle&ted 
his orders, though he had ſent ſeveral to haſten 
them, he muffled himfelf in his Robe, put himſelf 
alone intoa Skiff, neither diſcovering who he was 
to the Pilot, nor permitting him to yield to the im- 
petuoſity of the weather till he was near buried in 
the wayes, D 4 59. No 


40 The Life of Julius Cxfar. 

59. No Religious ſcruple could ever divert, or 
retard him in his Enterpriſes. ' Before his Expedi- 
tion againſt 7uba, the Yiitim ran away as it was a- 
bout to be dacrificed, which was eſteemed a dan- 
ron Omen, yet it was not able to diſcourage him 

rom his deſigns. As he was getting out of the 
Ship, he felt uponthe ground, but perverting the 
preſage, he cryed out, 7 take poſſeſſion of thee O A- 
frick, Toelude the predictions whereby the name 
of Scipio was eſteemed fatally happy and invincible 
in that Province, he carried along with him in his 
Camp an idle inconſiderable fellow of that name of 
the Cornelia Race, who in reproach of his life was 
called Salvito. | | 

60. He fought not only by deſign,' but upon oc- 
caſion,as he thought he had advantage ; many times 
immediately after March, ſometimes in ſtorm 
weather, when he was leaſt expected : He was al- 
wayes forward to engage.till in his latter dayes: for 
making reflexian upon the number of his Victories, 
he thought it indiſcretion to hazard ſo often ; and 
that one Victory more, would not add half fo 
much to his Wonour, as one defeat would ſubſtract : 
he never routed an Enemy, but he beat him out of 
his Camp by the hotneſs of his purſuit, leaving them 
no time to rally. When he obſerved the iſſue of a- 
ny battel to be doubtful, he diſmounted his Caval- 

, and ſent their Horſes away, and his own frit, 
that by taking away the poſlibility of eſcaping, he 
might put them upona neceſiity ot-aghting it to the 
lalt. | 

61, Herid upona moſtremarkablehorſe,with feet 
almolt like a Mans, and hoofs cloven into Toes : 
he bred him up from a Colt, and that with no little 
Care, theSquth-ſayers having preſaged his Maſter 
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ſhould have the Empire of the whole World : He 
would ſuffer no body upon him, but Ceſar who 
back'd him himſelf, and afterwards dedicated his 
Statue before the Temple of Yenus Gemtrix. 

62. Several times he reſtored the Battel when it 
was almoſt in diſorder by oppoſing himſelf againſt 
them that fled, taking them by the Throats, and 
forcing their faces towards the Enemy. Once they 
were 1n ſuch diſorder, Ceſar endeavouring to have 
ſtaid one of his Standard-bearers, he was threatned 
with the point of it which is ſtuck into the ground, 
and another ran away and left his Colours in his 
hand, 

63. Nor were theſe the greateſt inſtances of his 
courage ; after the battel of Pharſalia, having ſent 
' his forces before into Aſia, he followed in a Bark 
himſelf thronga the ſtreights of the Heleſpont,where 
meeting L. Caſſuss of the Enemies party, with ten 
Men of War, he was ſo far from declining him, that 
he made upto him, commanded him to yield, and 
upon his ſubmiſſion, receiv'd him xr had 

64. At the fiege of Alexandria, as he was at- 
tempting the Bridge, the Enemy made a deſperate 
ſally, and forc'd him into a Boat, into which others 
precipitating as well as he,he leapt into the Sea, and 
{wam two hundred paces to the next Ship, though 
he carried his left-hand above water, to preſerve 
ſome Papers he had in it, and trailed his Paludamen- 
tum or Generals Robe aſter him in his teeth, leſt it 
ſhould fall into their hands. 

65. He conſidered his Souldiers neither by their 
Qualitics, nor \Wcalth, but by their courage and 
Strength ; he us'd then all alike with the ſame fſe- 
Verity and indulgence ; his Diſcipline was ſtricteſt 
when the Armics were near, then wes he ſo ſevere 
an 
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an Exactor of Duty, that withoutacquainting them, 
either with their March or the time they were to 
fight, he kept them cloſe to their Arms, that they 
might be ready every moment to be drawn out as 
he pleaſed; ſometimes he would give them falſe 
Alarms, eſpecially in il] weather, and upon Feſtj- 
val days: and having commanded every one to 
have an-Eye over him, he would ſteal ſuddenly 
from them, ſometimes by day, and ſometimes by 
might, making longer Marches than he intended, to 
tire them which lagg'd. 

66. lf the report of the number of the Enemy, 
had at any time diſcouraged his Men, he confirmed 
them ; not by denying or leſſening, but by encrea- 
ſing their number above what was true: In this 
manner when the Alarm of 7«ba's approach was 
become terrible to his Souldiers, he called them to- 
gether, and made this Speech : Know (ſays he ) in a 
few days the King will be here with ten Legions, thirty 
thouſand men at Arms, a hundred thouſand horſe, and 
three hundred Elephants, Therefore let every one for- 
bear to inquire 6r concern himſelf farther, for I am 
ſufficiently tnform'd;, otherwiſe Iwill put the offenders 
into the oldeſt Ship I can get, and expoſe them to the mer- 
cy of the winds and the floods. 

67. Heneither took notice of all faults, nor pu- 
niſh'd them alike : Thoſe that were feditious or de- 
ſerted their colours, he ſtrictly inquired after and pu- 
niſ'd always ſeverely ; after a Battle, and Victory, 
ſometimes he would abate of his Diſcipline, and 
bear with them 1n all their Riot and Luxury: 
Boaſting often, That his Souldsers could fight in their 
very perfumes: He call'd them not Souldiers in his. 
Specches : but by a more obliging Compellation, 
Commullioners,or Fellow-Souldiers: he kept themal- 

waycs 
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ways neat and brayey he ſet them out in Arms ſhi- 
ning with Gold and Silver, and that not ſomuch for 
Oſtentation and ſhow, as that the apprehenſion 
of loſing them might give them more courage 
| to defend them he loved thera ſo well, that hear- 
ing of Titurins his defeat, and the deltruCtion of 
his Army, helet his hair and- beard grow 1 1n- 
dignation, refuling to cut them till he was thorow- 
| ly revenged. 

68. When he firſt undertook his Civil wars,there 
was not a Captain 1n any ot his Legions, but proffer- 
ed to find him a horſe outof his own pay : & general- 
ly all the Souldiers tendred him their ſervice freel 
without amunition, bread, or pay, and the rather be- 
cauſe the wealthier of their Comerades had under- 
taken forthe ſupport of the poorer:and which is moſt 
admirable,during the whole ſeries of the Wars,there 
was none of them forſook him : and molt of thoſe 
which were taken by the Enemy, and offered their 
lives if they would take up arms againlit him, choſe 
rather todie. They indured hunger and other ex- 
tremities of War with that conſtancy and patience, 
(not only when they were beleaguer'd themſelves, 
but when they block'd up their Enemy) That at the 
Siege of Dyrrachium, when Pompey was ſhown a ſort 
of Bread made of Herbs, upon which they ſubſiſted ; 
- Hecryed out cum feris ſibirem efſe, That he had to do 
with Beaſts, Commanding it to be taken away and 
concealed, leſtthe Patience, and Pertinacity of the 
Enemy, ſhould b2 any diſcouragement to his Men. 
With what yalour and Magnanimity they tought,is 
evident in their1ill ſucceſs at Dyrrachiumwhere havin 
been repuls'd, they came and offered themſelves to 
be puniſh'd, in ſo much that Ceſars trouble was 
more to comfort, than correct them. In all.his other 
IN- 


4 
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ingagements, they eaſily overcame much greater 
armies than themſelves; in ſhort one Company of 
his ſixth Legion being ordered for the defence of a 
ſmall Caſtle; they maintained it ſeveral hours, a- 


gainſt four of Pompey Legions, till they were all , 


wounded with their arrows, of which 360006 were 
found afterwards in their Trenches : Nor is this 
ſtrange ifwe conſider the aCtions of particular Men, 
Caſſixs Sceva their Captainin defending the Gate of 
the faid Fort, not only loſt an Eye, was wounded 
1n the ſhouldier and thigh, but had his Buckler ſhot 
thorow in an hundred and twenty places; and yet 
left not his Poſt. Aczlius in a Sea-hight not far 
from Maſſiia, having his right hand cut off where- 
with he had laid hold of one of the Enemies Ships 
(according to the memorable example of Cynegims 
among the Greeks) he leapt into the Ship, thruſt- 
ing his Shield into their faces who ſtood in his 
way. 
69. During his ten years Wars in Gaulhis Army 
never mutined in his Civil Wars, but ſeldom ; and 
then they returned preſently to their Duty, not ſo 


much by the indulgence,as authority of their Gene- 


ral. He never flattered or complyed-with them at 
all, but always oppos'd himſelf. His ninth Legion 
mutining at Placentia, he caſhier*'d it with great 
ignominy (though Pompey was then in Arms) and 
hardly reſtored them after frequent and earneſt 
—_ till he had made ſome of them Exem- 
ary. 

, 70. His tenth Legion demanding their reward 
and diſmiſſion with great eagerneſs, and danger, 
to the City; He went ummediately to them himſelf, 
and diſcharged them, contrary to the advice of his 
Friends, the War in Africk, being hot at that 

time, 
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time. But calling them Citizens, and not Soldiers, 
as he was wont; they were ſo nettled with it, they 

ed out they were Souldiersand no Citizens, and 
followed him into Afrik whether he would or no : 
Nor could that reconcile them till he had taken away 
2 third part of the pillage, and Lands, (which were 
ſet out for them)from the moſt eminently ſeditious.. 

71, His kindneſs and conſtancy to his Clients 
appeared from his very youth. When he had defen- 
ded the cauſe of Maſmtha (a young Gentleman) 
againſt Fiempſal the King, with ſuch zeal, that in 

heat of theargument he took F«ba the Kings Son 
by the beard, Maſimntha being declared a Stipenda- 
re, he forc'd him out of the hands of the Officers, | 
conceal'd him in his own houſe, and a while after 
when his Pretorſhip was expir'd, and he went into 
Spain,he took him along with him in hisown Litter, 
amongſt the beſt of his Officers and Friends. 

72, He carried himſelf alwaies with ſo much 
Courteſie and Reſpect towards his Friends, that 
C. Oppives, accompanying him in his March thorow 
a large Forreſt, and being ſuddenly taken ill, he 
gave him his Lodging, and lay himſelf upon the 
Ground. After he had made himſelf Emperour, he 
advanc'd perſons of the meaneſt condition to the 
higheſt honours ; and being blamed for it by his 
friends, hereplyed ; 1f they were Thieves, and Mur- 
therers, and had ſtuck to me in the defence of my He 
nour, 1 would do the ſame. 

_ 73. He neverhad fo greatan animoſity againſt 
any man, but he could layit aſide upon the.lealt oc- 


* Caſion given. C. Memmins had- publiſh'd bitter in- 


- vectives againſt him,to which he anſwered as {mart- 
| ly; yet he gave him his aſſiſtance in his petition 
LOT 


the Confulſhip. C Calvxs having blaſted wa 
wit 
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with bis defatnatory Epigrams, deſiring afterwards 
to be reconciled, Ceſar was ſo generous as to write 


tobim firſt. The ſame Clemency he uſed towards 


Falerius Catullus, who having branded his reputa- 
tiow with eternal infamy, (as he faid himſelf) ne- 
vertheleſs the fame day he did but fay he was ſor- 
Ty; he took him with him to Supper, and lay after- 
_— in his Fathers houſe as he- had formerly 
74. He was not naturally vindicative. He re- 
veng'd- himſelf upon the- Pirats which had taker 
him Priſoner, becauſe he had ſworn'to crucifie them 
xt taey came under his Power, yet he dd it with 
{uch moderation, -that he commarided them firſt to 
be ſtrangled before they were faſtned to the Crofs. 
He'would never ſuffer any miſchief to- be done to 
Cornelius Phagita, though he had'Mmach ado to'el- 
cape the Traps he laid'for him in the night, and (as 
ſick/as he was) from being carried to Sys by his 
means. Philemonalervant or Secretary of his, ha- 
ving'engaged tothe: Enemies to poiſorr him, was 
put..only to an ordinary death, and: not- permitted 
to be tortured. '-Being cited as'@&-witneſs againlt 
Publins Clodius, accuſed of Adultery with his Wife 
Poimpea, and for the attic cauſes 6f pAuting the 
holy Ceremonies , he-denied*that he knew any 
thing of it, thongh his Mother Arirdlzz; and his 
Siſter F{:4 had fworn it; Being ask?d bythe Judges, 
why then he had turned her away$ Bee (ſaid 
be) Twould have niy family as free from Snſpicion as 
Guilt, + etl ry nad Sou 

75: His Clemency and Moderation was admire- 
able, not only in- his adminiſtration ahd' manage- 


ment of his Civil: Wars, but in his Victories and 


Triumphs. Pompey by Proclamation declared them 
2th Enemies 


_ ith. Jn \ a« i AS 
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Enemies of the State, who but ſuſpended their 
aſſiſtance at that time: he declared he would look 
upon all Neuters as Friends. Thoſe who by Pompey's 
recommendations he had preferr*d to any Com- 
mands, he permitted to paſs to his party. There 
being propoſitions made, and a Treaty actually 
on foot at 1lerda in Spain, during which Treaty 
the Souldiers trading and converfing promiſcuoully 
both one ſide and the other, Afranins and Perreins 
took their advantage, and put all Czſars Souldiers 
todeath, upon the diſſolution of the Treaty ; yet - 


- could not Ceſar be provok'd to imitate their per= 


fidy, but ſent them all home which were in his 
Camp. At the Battle of Pharſalia he made pro- 
clamation, That'all Citizens _ be ſpared, and 
afterwards gave every one of his Souldiers mY 
to ſave one of the adverſe party, if they pleaſed, fo 
that there was none killed but in the heat of the 
fight; Except Aframm, Fauſtus,” and L. Ceſar the 

ounger, and it is thought they were ſlain againſt 

is will; Though the two firſt had revolted after 
pardon once obtain'd, and L. Ceſar, not contented 
to have killed-and perſecuted his ſervants with'fire 
and ſword, moſt malitioufly flew the very Beaſts 
he had: prepared for his publick ſhows. ' To con- 
clude, in his latter days, thoſe whom as yet he had 
not pardon'd;” he ſuffer'd to return 1nto -7raly, to 


. Govern as Magiſtrates in the City; 'and as Officers 


inthe Field;” He re-erected the Statues of Syll4 and 
Pompey, whichthe people had pull'd down : Andat 
any time if any thing extraordinary was fpoken or 
contrived againſt him, he choſe rather to preven 


| than puniſh, ro amoniſh than corre& them; 


accordingly having information of ſeveral Confpt- 
racies, and meetings in the night ; he troub 
"meg them 
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them no further than by Edict, to let them know 

they were diſcovered ; To. ſuch as ſpoke ill of 

him, he thought it ſufficient to admonith them be- 
e the people, that for the future they ſhould de- 

liſt. Aulus Cicinna baving ſeverely aſperit him with 

his Libells, and Picholaus with his Satyrs, he took 

all patiently without any revenge. 

.. 76. However, thereſt of his words, and aCtions 

do preponderate, and make him appear not only to 


have abuſed his authority, but to have been wor- 


thy of death. For beſides the extravagant Honors 
which he aſſumed, as the perpetual Dictatorſhip, 
the continual Conſulſhip, the Cenſorſhip, the title 
of Emperour, and Father of his Country, a Statue 
amongſt the Kings, a Chair, or Box upon the 
Stage, a Chair of Gold in the Senate, and another 
in the Courts of Juſtice; He Uſurp'd greater Dig- 
nities than.conſiſted with humane condition, as to 
_ have his Effigies carried folemaly in the Pageantry 
of the Cercenlian Games. He had his Temples, 
Altars, Images, by the Gods, his Conſectated 
Beds, his Prieſts,” his Lzperci, and the denomina- 

tion of one Month in the Year. Ia ſhort, there 
 wereno Honours whatever, but he took, or gave as 
he pleaſed. He did not execute his third nor his 
fourth Conſulſhip, for retaining only the Title, he 
contented himielf with the authority - of his 
Didtatorſhip, decreed to him with his Conſular's at 
the ſame time z, in the three laſt months, of each 
year, he ſubſtituted two Conſuls, ſoas within that 
time there was no aflembly for Elections, but for 
Tribunes and «Zales Plebis, He created Provoſts 
inſtead of Pretors, for the adminiſtration of the 
affairs of the City in his preſence. The laſt day of 


December. one of the Conſuls dying ſuddenly, he * | 
_— : gave | 
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* every word that be 
 Naytothat height of arrogance was he arrived, that 
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ye the vacancy toa perſon which defired and in- 
joy'd it but a few hours, that Office of courſe expt- 
ring the next day. With the ſame liberty, con- 
trary to all Cuſtome he ordained Magiltrates for 
ſeveral years. He gave ten Prztors power to wear 
the Conſulary Ornaments, He receiv'd private 
Citizens intothe Senate, and ſome of the half Bar- 
barous Gauls, He appointed his own Servants and 
Officers to ſuperviſe his Mint, and Revenue. He 
Committed the three Legions he leſt in Alexandria, 
to the Command of the Son of Ryfinus, his Freeman, 
and Catamite of old. 

77. Nor did his publick expreſſions ſpeak him 
leſs infolent : T. Ampius reports, he ſaid, That the 
Common wealth was new but a word, without either bo- 
dy or Soul. That Sylla was no good Grammatian that 
could hd with his Dilt ator ſhip ſo taſily 1, That here: 
after he was to be ſpoke to with more Reverence, and 

fook: was to be lookt upon as a Law. 


aPrieſt having tound no heart ina Beaſt, which was 
to be Sacrificed, and bringing him word of the bad- 
neſs of the Omen; Trowble not your ſelf (ſays he) they 
ſhall be better when I pleaſe, nor is it to be thought apro- 
digit, if a beaſt wants a heart. 

78. But the greateſt and moſt inextinguiſhable 
hatred he drew upon himſelf, was from hence ; 
when the Senators came to him ina Body with moſt 
honourable decrees, he received them ſitting before 
the Temple of Venus Genitrix. Some ſay, he would 
have riſen but Crnelixs Balbas held him down; 0- 
thers ſay, he wasſofar from offering it at all, that C: 
Trebatius intimating it was expected, received a ſe- 
vere frown for his pains. And that which made this 
action of his more remarkable, was, That in one of 
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bis Triumphs, paſſing by the Seats of the Tribunes, | 
and obſerving all the Company roſe up and ſaluted 
him but Ponrtzus Aquilla, he could not contain, but 
in great indignation cryed out, Well done Tribune 
Aquilla, you had. beſt try if you can wreſt the Govern- 
ment of the Commor-weglth out of my hands, with your 
T rebuneſbip , and. by way of mockery and contempt, 
he promis'd nothing to any one for ſeveral daies af: 
ter, but. with, this, exception; 7f Pontius Aquilla | 
confents. WT.S pn 
-.79. To this.contumely and flight ofthe Senate, | 
he added a greater picce of arrogance - for return-Þ} 
jg: from: the Sacrihice of the Latine Feſtivals, 
amongt the freſh and immoderate acclamations of 
me Pan one of them had put.a Crown of Law: 
Te] { ye0 about witha white band)upon the head of 
his Statue z which being obſerved, Epidius Marul- 
ls, and Ceſetins Flavie, Tribunes of the Commons, | 
Cominanded the band to be taken off, and the fel} 
low to belaid by the heels; Thishe took ſo hainouf 
ly, (whether the Omen of his Coronation ſucceed- 
ed. no better, . or that (ashe pretended) they had ta- 
ken from him the Honor of doing it himſelf) that 
he ſharply rebuk'd them, and turned them out of 
their Commands. Nor could he clear himſelf from 
the ſuſpicion ofaffteCting the Name ofa King,though 
the People faluting him with that Title, he replied 
Ceſarem ſe, non Regem efſe, He was Ceſar indeed, but 
zo King, and in the Lupercalia when the Conſul Ar- 
tons Offered ſeveral times to put the Crown upon 
is head, he refuſed it, and fent. it to Frpster into 
the Capitol. There was a ſtrong report likewiſe, as 


of its Soldiers,and (having leftthe F 
ie City to his friends) to carry the 
wealth} 
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ealth of the whole Empire along with him.” There 
was a Rumour alſo in the next meeting of the Se- 
nate, that Zacius Cotta, one of the Quinderimviri, 
was todeclare his opinion that Ceſar ſhould be call- 
d King, becauſe he had found in the Books of the 
fit, that the Parthians were not to be conquered 
t by a King. 
80. This was a great occaſion of haſtning the 
Execution of their Confpiracies, otherwiſe the 
Conſpirators would have been forc'd to conſent. 
Their Councils therefore which before were man-- 
aged, by the meeting of two or three ata placez . 
were united now, and carried on by a common cons 
vention ofall together ; the people growing ſenſi 
ble of their condition, upbraiding the Govern: 
ment, and wiſhing for ſome Body or other to af 
 ferttheir Liberties, and reſcue them from the 1la+ 
. they were under, by reaſon that ſtrangers _ 
ere admitted into the Senate ; there was a Palſ- 
Fvin ſet up with this Preface, Bonnm Fattum, &C. 
Let nv Man ſhow the Senate Houſe to our New Sena- 
Jer &c, and theſe Verſes ſang publickly about the 
cets. 


— ww 


Gallos Ceſar m triumphum ducit, udem in Curia 
Gall bracas depoſuerumt, latum clavum ſumſerunt. 


The Gauls in triumph led from Cfars Wars, 
Shifting their Pantaloons, turn Senators. 


, Ceſar having ſubſtituted Q. Maximus Conſul for 

three Months, as he entred the Theatre, the peo- 
ple were admoniſh'd by the Officers (of the Court) 
| To pay him their reſpe&s, but they cryed out uni- 
' yerſally, He was no _ After Ceſerine, and Ma- 
| 4 r 
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rullus were removed (as aforeſaid) from the Tri- 
buneſhip, they had many voices (at the next E 


- 


lections) to make them Conſuls. Some there were Þ-1 


who writ theſe words under the Statue of Brutus, 
Utinam wiveres, would to God thou wert alive again; 
others under Ceſars, Brutus was created the 

Conſul for expelling the Kings, and this man the laſt of 
Kings, for ſuppreſſing the Conſuls, The Conſpiracy 
was mannaged by above ſixty perſons, The chief 
of them were C. Caſſius, Marcus, and Decimus Bri: 
tus, they were a long time. in deliberation about 
the place of Execution, ſome were for throwing 
him over the Bridge, as he call'd over the.Tribes at 
the Election 1n the Campus Martins, and (having 
divided themſelves betore) to kill him when. he 
was down. Others were for Murdering him inthe 
Via Sacra, and others at his entrance into the 
Theatre. But after the Senate had Orders to meet 
in Pompeys Court upon the Ides of March, "il 


preferr'd that time and place before all 
reſt. 


81, Ceſar had warning of his death by mtanifeſt 
preſages: ſome few Months before, thoſe of the 
Colone, which were ſent to Capa according to the 
Law 7utia, as they were pulling down the old Sc- 
pulchers to build them up houſes, (and that with 
the moreindultry and diligence, becauſe they found 
ſeveral Veſſels and antiquities amongſt the Rubbiſh) 
In the Monument of Capys the founder of Capua, 
they found a braſs Table with this inſcription in 
' Greek, When the bones\of Capys ſhall be diſcovered, 

St ſhall come to paſs, that a perſon deſcended from 


Iujus, ſhall be murdered by his Kindred, and his | 
death revenged 4 while after by the ruine of all 


 Jealy; and (that this report might not be Toagis 


k 
\ 
| 
| 
{ 


| The Life of Julius Czfar. 53 
| fabulous) know that Cornelins Balbus, an inti- 
| mate friend of Ceſars is the Author of it. Not 
_ daycs likewiſe before this diſaſter, the 
Horles (which he had conſecrated , ( according 
'Þ to cuſtome) at his pallage over the Rubicon, and 
'F were let looſe in the wide fields without any 
| keeper, (he had certain intelligence) forbare their 
meat, by common conſent (as it were) and wept 
abundantly. As he was at Sacrifice,. the Augur 
Spurinna admoniſh'd him to beware of a dan- 
er hanging over his head, which would ſcarce 
be deferr'd beyond the Ides of March. The 
very day before the Ides, a little Bird call'd 
the Regalolus flying invo Pompey's Court with a 
branch of Lawrel in, her Beak, was purſued by 
ſeveral Birds out of the next Grove, and pulld 
in pieces there. That night he dreamt alſo 
that he was flying above the Clouds, and ſome- 
times ſhaking Fupiter by the hand. Calphurma 
his Wife dreamt likewiſe, that the top of the 
houſe was fallen down, that her Husband was 
ſtabb'd in hes arms, and immediately the doors 
flew open of themſelves: Upon theſe conſidera- 
' ions, and an indiſpoſition which was then upon 
him beſides, he had thoughts of ſtaying at home, 
and deferring the affairs he had propos'd to the 
Senate : But D. Brutus perſwading not to dil- 
appoint the Senate which was now full, and had 
attended him a long time, he went to them a- 
bout eleven a Clock. By the way he was preſented 
| (by a perſon he met) with a Paper diſcovering 
| the whole Plot, but he put it amongſt other Pa- 
Pers in his left hand, as if he would read it anon. 
In ſhort, having made many Sacrifices to the 
Gods, and ſucceeding in none; in defiance of all 
E 3 Religion 
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Religion be entred the Senate, laughing at. Sp 
rinna as a falſe Prophet, ſeeing the Ides of March 
were come 'without any difaſter : to which he ;xe 
ply*d, They are come indeed, but not paſt, 

82. As ſoon as he was ſet, the Confſpirators 
plac'd;themſelves about him, pretending todo him 
honour, and immediately Cimber Twllins, who had 
undertaken the firſt part, addreſs'd himſelf to him, 
as if he had ſomething to demand ; but Ceſar refus 
ſing him, and making ſigns to him to put it off to 
ſome other time; CGmber catch'd hold of his Gown 
on both ſhoulders, and Ceſar crying out that thy 
was violence, one of the Caſſis came 1n and ſtabb'd 
him, under the throat; then Ceſar laying hold of 
Caſſius his arm, ſtruckt thorow with his Srle, and 
endeavouring to get up, was ſtopt with another 
wound : but ſceuFſeveral ſwords preſented to his 
breaſt, he cover'd his head with his Gown, and 
with hisleft hand ſpread it over his thighs, that by 
covering thoſe parts, he might fall with the more 
» modeſty. Inthis manner he receiv'd 23 wounds, 
and died without ſpeaking a word, or fetching ſo 
much as a ſigh ; but at the firſt ſktroke« though ſome 
have reported, that when 2. Brutus aſſaulted him, 
he'cryed out, And art thou, art thou amang(t them 
- my Sor: ? Being dead, and all the Conſpirators fled, 

he lay there for awhile, till at lengththree of his 
ſervants put him intoa Litter,and carried him home 
- with one hand dangling out. - Antiſfftzxs his Phyſi- 


tian was of opinion, amoneglt all his: wounds:the '; 


ſecond only (upon his breaſt) was mortal. - The 
Conſpirators - were: refoly'd to have drawn his 


body into the. 7zver, to have conhicated his E- ' ; 


Mate, and reſcinded his Ads, but they, were 
afraid of 24: Artonins the Conſul , with Le 
7% E. | praus 


” 
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| Foe the General of the Horſe, and durſt not pro- 


| wt. At the requeſt therefore of L. Piſo (his Fa- 
ther in Law) his Will was opened and read in the 
houſe of Arntorins : it was made at his Country 
houſe at Lavicum upon the Ides of September, and 
given in keeping to the chief of the veſtal Virgins. 
Q. Tubero writes, that from his firſt Conſulſhip, 
to the beginning of his Civil Wars, he had named 
Pompey h1s heir, and that his Will was many times 
read to his Souldicrs; but in his laſt he made three 
of Ifis Grand-Nephewes (being his Siſters Grand- 
Sons) his Heirs, viz. to C. Ottavins, he gave three 
fourths, to L. Pimarins, and Qu. Pedixs, the fourth 
part remaining. ' In the bottom of his Will, he 
adopted Oftavins both into his Family and Name. 
He had nominated ſeveral of his Murderers as 
Guardians to his Son, if he ſhould be ſo happy as 
to have any : He lett.alſo D. Brutus amongſt his 
ſecond Heirs, (that is, upon default of the firſt) and 
gave his Gardens upon the Trber to the people in 
common, and 300 Seſterces a Man, 

84. His Funeral being proclaimed, his funeral 
Pile was erected in the field of 24. :r5, near the 
Monument of 7/a, and a Gilt Chappel after the 
Model of the Temple of Yenus Generrix, let up be- 
fore the Roſtra: within this fan, 5 was placed a 
bed of Ivory cover*d oyer with Purple, imbroider'd 
with Gold, and at the head of ita Tr ophy ſupport- 
ing the Robe in which he was killed ; and that the 
multitude of thoſe which carried offerings might 
be no impediment to the ſolemnity, (the day not 
being long enough for all) it was commanded, that 
they ſhould carry them into the field of Mars with- 
out any order, thorough what Steets of the City 


E 4 they 
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they pleas'd. Amongſt their Games and Playes, 

there were ſeveral Verſes exhibited to move the 

people to pity, and indignation ; ſuch as thoſe ta. 
e 


n out of the Tragedy of Pacuvins, intituled, The 
Judgment of Arms. 


Men” Men” ſervaſſe, ut efſent qui me perde- 


rent * 


Unhappy I who let theſe men go free, 
That there might thoſe be left, durſt murder me, 


And others to the like purpoſe out. of Accins his | 


Eleftra. Inſtead of a Funeral Oration, Antonius the 
Conſul publiſh'd an Act of the Senate by the pyb- 
lick Cryet, (by which they decreed him all ho- 
nour, both humane and diyine) as alſo he caus'd 
the Oath to be read, by which they had oblig'd 
themſelves in the defence of aſingle Perſon,to which 
he added ſome few words of his own, The Ma- 
giltrates and perſons which had been of Authority 
in the City, removed the Bed of State from before 
the Roftrum, into the Forum, and whilſt they were 
divided in their reſolutions where it ſhould be burnt, 
whether in the Cell of Fupiter Capitolinus, or in the 
Court of Pompey (where he was lain) on a ſudden 
two men with Swords by their ſides, and'two Jave- 
Iins in their hands, fet it on fire with Torches, and 
immediately the multitude threw in «heir dry 
Wood, the Benches and Seats of the Tribunal, and 
what eyer they had brought as an offering : then the 
Minſtrils and Stage-Players pulling off the Gar- 
ments which they had receiv*d out of the proyiſion 
for the Triumph, they tore them in pieces, and 
threw them into the Flames, The old Legionaries 


did 
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did the ſame with their Arms, which they wore 
on purpoſe that day in honour to the Funeral. "The 
Ladies threw in (many of them) their Jewels, and 
Ornaments, and the very Purple embroidered 
Robes of their Children. In this general Mourning, 
there were ſeveral from foreign Nations, which 
-| were preſent, and contributed their lamentation 
according to the modes of the ſeveral Countreys, 
| but eſpecially the Jews, who ſpent whole nights 
-in their Ceremonies at the place: where he, was 
burnt, 


> 1. T7 w 


. BF. No ſooner were the Ceremonies of the Fa- 
neral over, but the people with Fire-brands in their 

hands, ran in great multitudes to ſet the houſes of 
Brutus and Caſſius on fire : being with ſome difh- 
culty repelPd, they met with Helvins Cinna by aC- 
cident as they came back, and miſtaking him for 
Cornelius Cinna (who had made a bitter ſpeech a- 

gainſt Ceſar the day before) they flew him, cut 
f off his head, and fixing it upon a Spear, carried 1t 

about with them up and down the City; after 
this, they ſet up a folid Pillar of Numidian Mar- 
ble, near twenty foot high, with this inſcrip- 
tion, Parenti Patrie, To the Father of his Country; 
At which place for a long time afterwards they 
did uſe to ſacrifice, to make Vows, and ta de- 
cide their Controverſies by ſwearing by the name 
of Ceſar. 

86. Some of his friends were of opinion, that 
in reſpect of his ſickneſs and indiſpoſitions, he had 
no deſire to live any longer, and for that reaſon he 
neglected the Prodigies, and the advertiſements 
of his friends: ſome imagined he relied ſo. much 
upon their Oath, and the lalt ACt of the Senate;that 
in confidence of that he ſent back his Spaniſh 

Guards 
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Guards, which alwayes attended him with their 
Swords by their ſides: Others report, 'he had often 
declar'd, that he had rather die once, than live in . 
perpetual fear : Others affirm, he was wont to ſay, 
that his ſafety was more for the intereſt of the Com- 
mon-wealth,than for his own ;, that he had acquir'd 
Honour and Power enough already ; but that if any 
miſchief happen'd to him, the Republick would fall 
into new troubles, the effects whereof would be 
more calamitous than ever they had been under 
him. 

87. In ſhort all agreein this, that he died accord- 
ing to his owndefire; for havingread in Xenophor: 
upona time, how Cyrus being under the extremity 
of his diſeaſe, and at the point ofdeath, gave ſome 
directions for his Funeral, abhorring ſo tedious a 
death, he wiſh'd when he died, it might be of a ſud- 
den; and the day before he died, being at Supper, 
in A. Lepidus his houſe, upon a queſtion occaſionally 
offered, Which was the belt death? he de- 
clared, in his judgement, a ſudden, and unex- 
pected. 

88. Hedied in the 56 year of his age, and- was 
Canonized amongſt the Gods, not only .by the 
mouth of them which pronounc'd the Decree, but 
by the perſwaſion of the people ; For at the firſt 
Games Awguſtus exhibited to the people, and dedi- 
cated to him, as being his Heir, there appear'd a 
Star which ſhin'd afterwards ſeven dayes together, 
aroſe about the eleventh hour, and by them was 
confidently believed to be Ceſar's Soul, for which - 


cauſe there yvas a Star ſet afterwards upon the 'F 


Crown of his Statue. Order was given alſo, that 
Court ſhould be ſtop'd up where he- was killed : 
that the Ides of March ſhould be callPd Parricidium, * 


and Þ| 
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and that the Senate ſhould never ſit more upon that 
day. 

8g. Of his Murderers there was ſcarce any ont- 
lived him three years, or dicd a natural death : All 
of them ſtood condemned, and fell by ſeveral acci- 
dents, ſome wreck*d at Sea, others kilPd in fight, 
and ſome ſlew themſelves with the ſame dagger 
with which they had murder*d Ceſar. 


OCTAVIUSA UG USTUS 


Caius Snetonins Tranguillus, 
OFTHE 


TWELVE CASARS. 


THE 


SECOND BOOK -. 


Being the 


L LB. 


'D Otavins C "eſa eAvguſtus, 


THE SECOND 
Emperour of ROME. 


HAT the Family of the Oavy were 
of principal rank in Yehtre, we have 
many: Arguments | to perſwade, us; 

for beſides that there 1s a Street in 

© the moſt conſiderable part of the Town, call'd 
$  0#avianto this day, and an Altar conſecrated to 
one Otavzns, their General againit the AS, 
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whoas he was ſacrificing to Mars, having intel. 
ligence that the Enemy had made a ſudden In- 
road into his Territories, ſnatch'd up the Intrailes 
from the Altar halfraw as they were, and offer'd 
them: after which he march'd out immediately, 
fought, and defeated them z upon that Victory a 
Decree was made, (which is ſtill extant upon re- 
cord } That for the future the Intrails ſhould be 
offer'd to Mars in that manner, and no other ; and 
the reliques, or remainder of the Victime, be 
carried back to the Oftavy. 

2. This family was admitted (amongſt the Ro- 
man Families) into the Senate by T arquiniue Priſcus, 
amongſt the Patricians by Servius T mllins, and in 
proceſs of time ranking it ſelf amongſt the people, 
after a long interval, it was readvanc'd amongſt 
the Patricii by 7uls Ceſar. C. Rufus was the firſt 
of this Race, who was elected to the Magiſtracy 
by the ray of the people. Having paſt his 
Quzltorſhip, he had two Sons, Creins, and Cam, 
from whom ſprang the two branches of the Otta- 
v#, of different quality, and condition, for Cem 


and all his Progeny, *'were imploy'd in the greateft {| 


and moſt honourable charges. But Cars, and his, 
(either through the Malignity of their Fortunes, or 
the humility of their minds) continued in the rank 
only of Gentlemen, till the time of Auguſtus his 
Father. In the ſecund Punick war, Auguſtus his great 
Grand-father was a Military Tribune in S:exly,under 
Emilins Pappus, 'who commanded the ra b His 
Grand-father contenting himſelf with the plenty of 
his own Patrimony, and the Civil authorities of the 
City, hved in great eaſc and tranquillity till he was 


'an old Man, andthisis that which others report ; | | 
Auguſtus himſelf fays onely this, that he was de- 
FTIR ſcended 
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ſcended froman ancient family of the Equeſtrian 
Order, and that his Father was the firſt of it, which 
fate in the Senate. 24. Anthony upbraideth him by 
his Great-Grand-Father, as if he were a Zibertzne 
by Birth, a Roper by Trade, ſprang out of a little 
Village itthe Countrey of the Thurines, and that 
his Grand-Father was a Caſhier or Banker, and this 
isall I can meet with concerning the Pedegree of 
Auguſtus, by the Fathers fide. 

3. His Father O#avizs beinga perſon of Eſtate, 
and eſteem from the beginning of his age, I cannot 
but wonder he ſhould be reproach'd by ſome people 
with the name of a Banker, or diſtributer of Mo- 
ney in the Campys Martins upon Eleftion of Ofh- - 
cers, for having been bronght up from hisCradle in 
great affluence and plenty, he arrived eaſily at 
great honours, and as worthily adtniniltred them. 

His Prztorſhip being expired, the Government of 
Macedon fell to his Lot; he reduc'd the remainder 
of Spartans, and Catiline's Forces, (which were ral-. 
lied andin Arms about Thurin) by the way, having 

an extraordinary Commiſſion from the Senate-to' 

that purpoſe. He govern'd his Province with as 
much Valour as Juſtice, for after he had. over- 
thrown the Beſſi and the'Thrarians ina great Battle, 
he comported himſelf ſo handſomly towards his 

Allies, that there are Certain Epiſtles of M. Tullus 

. Cicero ſtill extant, in which he adviſes his Brother 

Quintus (who was Proconſul of Aſia at that time, 

and had mannaged it not without ſome ſcandal and 

Einfamy ) that if he had a mind to oblige his Allies, 

© he ſhould need to do no more; than toimitate the 

example of his Neighbour Oftavins. | 

Fa Departing from Macedon, he died fuddenly, 


fore he could ſtand for the Confulſhip, ledving 
F behind 


- 
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behind him OZavia the elder (which he had by 
Ancharia) Oitavia the younger, and Auguſtus by 
Atia, which Atia was the Daughter of Arms Balbus 
by 7«ha the Siſter of Ca. Ceſar. Balbus was an 
Aricine by the Fathers ſide, and had had many Sena- 
tors in his Family; and by the Mothers fide he 
was nearly related to Pompey the Great. After his 
Pretorſhip wps paſt, he was one of the twenty de- 
puted by Commiſſion to divide the Lands in the 
Territory of Capua amongſt the People according 
to the Law Juba ; Yet M. Anthonie deſpiſes Au- 
guſt us his deſcent by the Mothers ſide alſo, and re- 
proaches him as it his great Grand-father on her 
{ide was an Ig born, ſometimes that he kept 
a Perfumers ſhop, and ſometimes a Bakers in Aricia. 
Caſſuss Parmenſs goes further, and in one of his 
Epiltles aſperſes him with being the Grand-child 
of a Banker, as well as a Baker, in theſe terms; 
Thou art of a Dough by the: Mothers ſide, which a Ca- 

ol out of an Arician Bake-houſe, 


ge of Fen 
moulding and kneading it into a Conſiſtence. with his 


dirty fingers, diſcoloured with telling of Money. 

. $- Auguſtus was born in the Conſulſhips of 2. 

wllius Cicero and Anthony, the ninth of the Calends 
of Oftober, a little before the riſing of the Sun in 
the Palatine quarter, at a placecalled the Oxe-heads, 
where there is a Temple to be ſeen at this day, 
which was erected and-dedicated to him a while at- 
ter his death; and upon this occaſion, as appears by 
the Journal and Regiſters of the Senate. C. Let#o- 


r145 (a young man of a Patrician Family) being aG 
cuſed of Adultery, (to obviate, or mollifie the ſen- 
tence ) beſides his age, and extraction, pleaded that. 
he was the Poſleſſor ang Guardian of that ground F 
which Auguſtzs fixlt touch'dafter he was born, an@® 


beg'd 
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beg'd that he might be forgiven for his ſake, as he 
being his Domeſtick and peculiar Lar : whereupon 
it was immediately decreed that that part of the 
houſe ſhould be conſecrated. 

6. His Nurſery is to be ſeen to this day, ina little 
Country houſe belonging to his Anceſtors near Yel:- 
tre, which is no bigger than a Cabine; and yet 
ſome are of opinion 1t was the place of his birth al- 
ſo. Toenter into it without great neceſſity and de- 
votion, was look'd upon as prophane, the people 

| being perſwaded of old, that they which entred 1n- 
conſiderately, were immediately furprifed with a 
certain trembling and horror, and this fancy was 
much confirmed by this ſtory. A new Landlord, 
or Poſleſlor of this Village, either with deſign to 
make experiment, or by chance taking up his lodg- 
Ing one night in that place, it happen'd after few 
hours repoſe, he was not only diſturb'd with a ſud- 
den and violent noiſe, but himſelf and Bed taken up 
and carried out of doors, where he was found 
- Ipeechleſs and half dead the next morning, 

7. Being but an infant he was called Thurinus, 
either in memory of the Origine of his Anceſtors, 
or becauſe his Father had about the time of his na- 

tivity fought a Battle againſt the Fugitives upon 
the Borders of the Thurines. But that Thurinus 
was his ſurname, I think I may aſſert, tor Lhada 
little Copper Medal in which he was repreſented in 
his- infancy, and that name inſcribed in old Iron 
CharaCters, almoſt worn out ; . which I gave to the 
{Emperour, and he received it ſo kindly, he keeps 
vit to this day in his Cloſet atnongſt his moſt venera- 
ble curioſities. M4. Antonius in his Epiſtles, calls him 
» often Thurinxs by way of contumely and ſcorn, 
-to which he made no other reply , but that He 
| F 2 wondered 
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wondred his firſk Name ſhould be objeited to him as 4 
reproach : After that he aſſum'd the Sirname of 
Ca. Ceſar, and then of Auguſtus; one by the laſt 
Wili and Teſtament of his great Uncle, the other 
by the Vote of Junatzns Plancus ; for whilſt ſome 
gave their Voices he ſhould be call'd Romulus, as 
if he alſo had been a ſecond founder of the City, 
Plancus prevail'd to have himrather call'd Auguſtus, 
not only as a newer, but more honourable Title, 
becauſe Religious and holy places, in which any 
things conſecrated with the Ceremonies of the Aw 
gures, are calſed Auzuſta, taking its Etymology et- 
ther ab auftu, or ele ab avium geſtu guſtuve, irom 
growing, or from the geſture, or feeding of Birds; 
as Ennius intimates in theſe words ; 


ws wy 9, Cy a 


Anguſto augurio poſtquam inclyta condita Roma 
Ejt, 


8. When he was four years old his Father died, | 
and at twelve he made a Funeral Oration for his 
Grand-Mother Fla before the people : four years 
afterwards he was preſented with the Milita 
Gifts at ' the Africaz triumph of Ceſar , thoug 
by reaſon of hisage he had never had experience in 
the Wars. A while after, his Uncle going into 
Spain againſt Pompey's children, he followed him 
with a {ntall Train, though he was ſcarce recover'd 
of a fic of ſickneſs, the wayes infeſted by the E- 
nemy, and he not only ran the hazard, but was 
actually Shipwreckt'by the way; by which dil-$ 
gence in his journey, and the ſweetneſs of his de" 
portment when he came there, he indeared hinzÞ 
felf to his Uncle exceedingly.” Having reduc'd the'Þ 
Spaniards to their obedience, and deligning ava 1 
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War upon the Dac: and Parthians, Ceſar ſent Au- 
ts before to Apollonia to follow his ſtudies for 
me time : As ſoon as he had intelligence that 
Ceſar was dead, and had left him his Heir, del:1b& 
rating with himſelf a good while, whether he ſhould 
implore the aſſiſtance of the neighbouring Legions 
at laſt he laid by thoſe thoughts as precipitous and 
unſeaſonable. Being return'd to Rome, he imme- 
diately made claim to his Inheritance, though his 
Mother knew not what to reſolve inthe Caſe, and 
his Father in Law Mortius Philippus (who had for- 
merly been Conſul) was poſitively againſt it, and 
diſlwaded him what he could. From which time, 
having levied ſuch Forces as were neceſſary, he 
govern'd the Commonwealth iirſt with 2M. An- 
thonze, and 2M. Lepidus, then with ark Anthony 
alone almoſt twelve years, and afterwards four and 
forty by himſelf. 
* 9. Having propos'd to my ſelf to write a ſum- 
, mary of his life, I ſhall deduce the particulars not 
according to the order of time, but according to 
'the nature and quality of his aftions, which I con- 
ceive -will render them more comprehenſible and 
diſtinct. He had five Civil Wars in his time, v#z. 
at Mutina, Philippi, Peruſinm in Sicilia, and at Afts- 
wn :; The rſt and laſt were againlt Aarc. Anthome, 
the ſecond againſt Brutus and Caſſizs, the third a- 
gainlt DL. Antomus the brother of the Triumwir, and 
the fourth againlt Sextzs Pompeius, Cn. Pompeius his 
SON. 
' To. Thepretenceand foundation of allthis Wars, 
was therevenging his Uncles death, as judging no- 
thing more plaufible & convenient for his ends,than 
to proſecute that vigourouſly, and to juſtifie his de- 
ecrees: Asſoonas he was return'd from —_ 
$ F 3 1s 
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his firſt deſign was either ſo ſurprize Caſſius, and 
Brutus, by tome artifice, or to ſuppreſs them other- 
wiſe by force; but they having taken the alarm, 
fled for their ſecurity, and ſoil'd that deſign : Be- 
mg $one, he deſiſted not from his Revenge, but 
betaking himſelf to the Law, he accus'd them of 
Treaſon, and the Murther of Ceſar, (though they F 
were abſent.) Obſerving that thoſe who, had the Þ. 
charge of Exhibiting the Playes publickly deſign'd 
for Ceſars Victory, wereafraid to undertake them, 
he aſſun'*d their oftices,and exhibited them himſelf; 
and that he might the better go thorow with what 
ever he thoald afterwards attempt, he endeavour'd 
to be ſubrogated in the place of a Tribune of the 
people, (who was by accident dead at that time) 
though he was a Patriczan, and no Senator : But, 
M. Anthony oppoling him with all his force, from 
whom he expected his greateſt aſſiſtance, and- per- 
ceiving nothing was to be done by him without con- 
tract and promiſe of great reward, he apply'd 
himſelf to tne Nobility and Senators of the Town, 
which he knewatthat time had no great inclinations 
to Antonius for ſeveral reaſons, and amongſt the 
reſt, that he had beſieg'd D. Brutus in Modena, and 
would have driven him out of a Province which was 
given him by Ceſar, and confirm'd to him by the 
Senate : But this not being ſufficient, he was pers 
{ſwaded by ſome perſons to aſlaſſinate Antonius; 
but that Plot being diſcover'd,and he himſelf appre- | 
henſive of the fame praCtices, he infinuated with 
the Veteran Army byall the bounty and indulgence 
imaginable, and prevaiPd with them to undertake Þ 
the defence of the Publick intereſt, and his own. F 
Being made General of this Army, inſtead of the F 
Prator, and with Hirtizs, and Panſa, the Conſfuls Þ 
com- Þ 
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commanded to the relief of D. Brutus; in two Bat- 
tels, and three months time he ended that War, 
Antonius reports, he ran away in the firſt fight, and 
two dayes afterwards appear'd indeed, but without 
| his Paludamentum his Robe of Command, or his Horſe; 
But howſoever he behaved himſelf there, in the 
"next battel he ſhew'd himſelf not only a Captain, 
. buta Souldier; for the Standard bearer of his Legion 
being deſperately wounded, he took the Standard 
from him, and carried it upon his own ſhoulders a 
long time. 

m. Hirtius being ſlain in this War, and Panſa 
dying a while after of his wounds, it was commonly 
reported he had made them away, to the end that 
Antonius being routed, and the Common-wealth 
without Conſuls, he might have ſole poſſeſſion of 
the Conquering Army; and indeed Panſa's death 
was {o ſuſpicious, that Glyco his Phyſitian was clapt 
into Priſon for putting poiſon into his wound : And 
Aquilius Niger aſhrms,that Hirtins the other Conſul 
was killed by Auguſtzs his own hands in the throng 
and confuſion of the fight. 

12, Underſtanding that 2. Anthony after his 
flight was receiv*d.by Lepidzs, and that the reſt of 
the Captains and Commanders of his Army had de- 
 clared for the Senate, he abandon'd that party im- 
mediately upon pretence of adiſguſt they had given 
him by words ſpokenin his contempt ; ſome of them 
| having call'd hum Boy, and others ſaid he deſery'd to 
be dreſs'd, and taken up, (or oft) that by that means 
* both himſelf and his Veterans might be paid their ar- 
© rears; and that his deſertion of that party might 
- appear more ſincere, he not only laid a greater Fine 
- upon the Nurſines than they were able to bear, but 
* baniſh'd them the Town for non-payment of it, be- 
F 4 caule 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


72 The Life of Auguſtus Czfar. 


Cauſe they had erected a Monument at the publick 


charge for ſuchas were ſlain at the battel of Moder 
with an inſcription, importing, That they died for 
the liberty of the Gity. 

13, Having made a League with Antonius and 


Lepidus, 1n two battels he compleated the Philippin 


Wars, though he was indiſpos'd, and ſcarce reco- 


ver-dof a late fit of ſickneſs, In the firſtingagement F 


he was beaten out of his Camp, and with much 
ado cſcap'd to Antwnins his wing; however the got 
the Victory, and managed it with great ſeverity, 
for he ſent Brutus his head to Rome to be plagid at 
the foot of Ceſars Statue, and treated the reſt of his 
Priſoners of the higheſt condition withas much cru. 
elty as contempt : To one that begg'd only that he 
might be buried, he reply'd, That that was noy in 
the power of the Birds: And the Father and the Son 
begging mutually for one anothers lives, he order'd 
themeither to draw lots, or commanded them by 
fighting to determine the doubt, ſtanding by him- 
{elf whilſt bath of them died ; the Father (who of- 
fer'd himſelf) being killed, and the Son (with in- 
dignation of the Spectacle) diſpatching himſelf: 
Infomuch that ſeveral others, and 24, Favonins, 
the great imitator of Cato, amongſt the reſt, bein 

brought out in Chains to Execution, They faluted 
Antonius with great reſpect, giving him the Title of 
Emperour, but upbraided Oftavins with his inhuma- 


nity to his face. - After this Victory they divided 


their Commands, Arteries undertook the Govern- 


ment of the Eaſt, and Auguſtus to reconduct the old | 
to diſpoſe them into the 


Souldiers into Jraly, an 
Municipal Territories aſigned to them'\; but he 


managed his buſineſs ſo, thathe fatisfied neither In- 
habitants nor Souldiers,one party complaining they. Þ 
lows >. | | | were , | 


Qs 
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werediſpoſleſt;the other that they were not reward- 
ed proportionably, either to their expectation or 
deſerts. : 
14. About this time LD. Antonius prefuming up- 
onthe authority of the Conſulſhip, and the power 
+ of his Brother, was contriving new troubles in the 
'State; but Oftavius interpoſed, beat him into Pe- 
"ruſia, and forc'd him to ſurrender for want of Pro- 
miſions; Yet not without great dangers to himſelf 
both before and in the War ; for obſerving a Com- 
mon Souldier fitting in the Gentlemens ſcats at a 
Stage-Play, he commanded him to be pull'd down 
by an Officer, and a report being ſpread by his E- 
nemies that he had tortur'd him thereupon; the reſt 
of the Souldiers in great tumult and indignation de- 
manded th&r Camerade, and doubtleſs he had run 
great hazard in the Tumult, had not the Souldier 
been immediately produc'd without any injury at 
all. He cſcap'd very narrowly alſo as he was fſacri- 
hcing before the walls of Perſia; for a Sally being 
made on a ſudden, he miſs'd narrowly of being et- 
ther taken or killed, 
- T5. Atthe taking of Peruſ;a, he exerciſed great 
, cruelty ; ſuch as would have excus'd themſelves, 
- or ſubmitted, he cut ſhort with theſe words, Yox 
muſt die. Some have writ, that he ſelected three 
| hundred of both Orders from the reſt of his Priſon- 
ers, and ſacrificed them upon the Ides of Adarch 
before the Altar dedicated to D. Fulizs; Others af- 
firm he took up Arms on purpoſe for the detection 
+ of his Enemies, as conceiving that ſuch as had been 
| reſtrain'd rather by fear than allegiance, and oppor- 
# tunity given by their Captain Atonzee, would pro- 
* bably declare for him, which he not doubting to 0- 
L\VETCOMe, reſoly'd to confiſcate their Eſtates, a 
inable 
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inable himſelf that way to recompence his Veterany 
as he bad faithfully ingag'd. 

16. The Sicilian War he began betimes, but it 
proved very tedious , by ſeveral intermiſſions, 
ſometimes to repair his Navy, which was twice 
wreckt in one Summer, ſometimes being forc'd to 
a Truce by the imyortunities of the people, who 
being in great want of proviſions (all paſſages 
ſtop'd) they became deſperate of ſupplies, grew 
impatient of the War, and compell'd him toa 
Treaty. At laſt, having rigg'd out a new Fleet, 
and manumitted twenty thouſand Slaves to be 
brought up at his Oares, he made the haven at 
Bayes by letting in the Sea into the Lakes Lucrinus, 
and Avernus. In which place, after he had exer- 
cis'd his Seamen a whole winter together, advan- 
cing againſt Pompey, he overcame him betwixt 2y- 
las, and Naulochum:, as they were juſt ready to 1in- 
gage, he was ſurpris'd with ſo ſound a ſleep, his 
friends were forc'd to wake him to give the 1ignal, 
which gave occaſion to Antonius to upbraid him, 
That he was not able with his own eyes to ſee how his 
Fleet was drawn up, but lying tumbling upon his back, 
and gazin? upon the Skies, he neither roſe, nor ſhew'd 

hamſelf to his Souldiers, till Agrippa had broken and 
, dejpersd the Enemies Fleet. Others condemn him 
both in his actions, and words, particularly for ſay- 
wg m publick, after his Fleet was ruin'd by ſtorm, 
That he would have the Vittory in deſpight of Neptune 
and in the next ſolemn Circenſcan Games, he would 
not ſufter the Image of the ſaid God to be ſeen in 
the Ceremony. Never did his imprudence expoſe 
him to more dangers than in this War, for having F 
landed one part of his Army in Sicily, and return- JF 
ing to the Continent for the tranſportation of x; 
relt, 
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Feſt, he was ſo ſurpris'd and overlaid by Demo- 
bares and Apollophanes (two of Pompey's Lieute- 
nants) he had much ado to get off with one ſingle - 
Veſſel. Another time, paſling by Locris towards 
Rhegium on foot, and perceiving Pompey's Galleys 
ſtanding to the ſhore, he ſuppos'd them to be his 
own, made towards them as faſt as he could, and 
was ina fair way of being taken Priſoner. Having 
made his eſcape from them, and preſerv'd himſelf 
thorow Lanes, and by-wayes, he was met by a 
Slave belonging to Emelius Paulus (his Companion) 
who reſenting that he had formerly proſcribed his 
Maſters Father , and Judging that a convenient 
opportunity tarevenge it, he attempted to kill him. 
After he had routed Pompey, M. Lepidus one of his 
Colleagues (whom he had invited out of Africk, to 
his relief) growing ſo inſolent upon confidencein 
his twenty Legions, that with threats he demanded 
the ſoveraignty of the reſt: He turn'd him out of 
the Army, and having with great difficulty granted 
him his life, he baniſt*'d him perpetually into the 
Ifland Grcez. | 

17, His Leagues with Arntonins being doubtful 
and uncertain, and patch'd up upon occaſion by 
ſeveral reconcilements, hebrake with him quite, 
at laſt; and that he might render him the moreob- 
noxious to the people, and his aftions demonſtrate 
how much he was degenerated from the integri 
of a Citizen, hecaus'd his will, (which he had left 
behind him at Rome) to be publickly read, in 
which he had nominated ' Cleopatra's Children, 
among the reſt of his Heirs. Nevertheleſs, though 
* he had declared himan Enemy to the State, He 
* diſmiſt his relations and friends and {cnt them to 
him, and amongſt the reſt C. Soſis, and Tr, Dom:- 
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te, both Conſuls at thattime. The Bolozzans being 
antient dependants and followers of the Antony, 
_ he cxcull nad diſpenc'd with, for not Confede- 
rating with the reſt of Traly in his behalf: a while 


after he overcame Antonius in a Sca-hght near Atti- 


1, which laſting till the Evening, he was forc'd 
to lie all night (Conqueror as he was) onShipboard. 
From Atm he palt into Samos for winter Quarters, 
but underſtanding that the Souldicrs he had drawn 
out of his whole Army after the Victory, and fent 
before-to Brunduſuum, had mutinouſly demanded 


diſmiſhion and pay ; he returned into 1aly again, * 


but not without danger of being twice calt away 
by the violence of the weather, once betwixt the 
Promontories of Peloporneſus, and e/Etolia, the 0- 
ther about the Mountains Ceraunii; Both in one 
and the other ſome part of his Fleet was caſt away, 


the Tackling of his own Ship rent, and his rudder 


broken; He ſtay'd but twenty ſeven dayes at Bryn- 
«ſym, then having appeas'd the Mutiny, and 1a- 


rished his .Souldiers, Coaſting by Aſia, and Syria, 


he ſaid into Ezype, beſfieg'd Alexandria (whither 
Antonins and Cleopatra were fled) reduc'd it in a 
ſhort time, and becauſe Antonius had neglected his 
opportunity of making his peace, he not only com- 
pell'd him to kill himſelf, but took delight to be- 
hold him when he was dead. He had a great deſire 
to have-prefſeryed Cleopatra for his Triumph, and 


imploy'd ſeveral of the Pſill; to ſuck out the porſon + 


out of her Breaſt, which her 4s had infuſed, but 
18 vain: However he buried them honourably toge- 


ther, and commanded the Tomb which they had. ; 
began themſelves to be ſpeedily finiſh'd. Antonias Þ 
the younger (the eldeſt of his two Sons by Fulvia) 


not being able with all his prayers and obſecrations 


to }| 
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to mitigate the anger of Oftavins, he fled to the Im- 
age of D. Fulius, as to a Sanctuary, . but Oftavins 
commanded him to be pulPd violently from thence 
and diſpatch*d. Ceſario alſo (whom Cleopatra decla-. 
red ſhe had had by Ceſar ) he fetch'd out of the 
place whither he was fled, and put him to death, 
the reſt of their Children, he preſerved as if they 
had been his own relations, advancing them after- 
wards according as they were qualited. 

18. At the ſame time. the Cothn .of Alexnnder 
the great being brought to him our of its Sepulcher, 
he ſurvey*d the embalmed Body as it lay, and 
having viewed it a while, he put a Crown of Gold 
- uponits head,and ſtrew'd lowers about it, with great 
Veneration ; and being ask*d if he would ſee Prolo- 
mes allo, he replyed, Hu curioſity was to ſee a King, 
not a dead Man : Having reduced Egypt into a 
Province, that he might render it more tertile, and: 
- commodious for the ſupplying of Rome, by the in- 
* credible labour of his Souldiers, he cleanſed all the 
Ditches into which the Vile overflowed, which for 
a long time before had been choak'd up with mud. 
That the memory of his At:ack Victories might 
: be more famous to poſterity, he built the City of 
Ni:copotis not far from Actinm, and conſtituted cer- 
tain Plays and Games there every five years. He 
enlarged the old Temple of Apollo likewiſe, and 
having adorned the place where he incamped, with 
the ſpoils and prizes he had takenat Sea, he conſe- 
crated it to Neptune and Mars. | 

I9. Aſter this there were ſeveral tumults in the 
City, and many plots and conſpiracies laid againſt 
-him which he diſcovered in time, and ſuppreſt be- 
Hore they came to maturity; - as firſt the conſpiracy 
"of Lepidus Tumor, then that of Yarro, Murena, and 
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Fannins Cepio, a while after that of 34. Egnarius, 
next Plautins Rufus and L: Parlus who married his 
Grand-daughter. That of L. Axdaſins an old and in- 
firm man,who had been formerly accuſed of forging 
of Wils; after that Aſimins Epicadus,deſcended from 
the Parthines, of a Mungril extraCtion : and laſt of 
all of Telephs, a pittiful Nomenclator, and ſervant 
toa woman; Nay ſo ingratefyl was he become, he 
was in danger of his life, eyen by the meaneſt and 
molt abject of the people. Audaſins and Epicads, 
had laid their plots to have ſurpriſed his Daughter 


Julia and his Grand-ſon Aprippa, in the Iſlands in 


which he had diſpoſed them, and to have carried 
them to the Army. . Telephus being perſwaded he 
was deſigned to the Empire by his deſtiny and fate, 
reſolv'd to have attempted both the Senate and 
uſtus too. There was taken one night a Servant 
or Pedee, belonging to the 7llyrian Army, who had 
ſtoln into the Chamber with a HuntE-mans Skeane 
his fide, having ſlipt by his Guards; but whe- 
er he was really diſtracted, or did only pretend ſo, 
1s not certainly known, for they could extort no- 
thing from him with all the torments they could 
inflict. 
20. He commanded the Army in perſon but 


twice againſt foreign Enemies, firſt in the Wars" 


in Dalmatia (at which time he was but young) and 
having overthrown Azthonzus,his ſecond was in the 


expedition againſt the Cartabrians. In his Dalmatick, 


wars hereceiv*'d ſeveral hurts, in one Battle, he got 


a blow on his right knee with a ſtone, and in ano- ? 
ther he hurt one of his legs, and both his Arms, 
by the fall ofa bridge. The reſt of his Wars he * 
managed by his Lieutenants, but ſo as in his Panne- 
man and German wars, he was many times preſent "J 


in 
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in perſon, or elſe at hand upon occaiion, - having 
removed from Rome, to Ravenna, Milan, or Aqui- 
| lj« ON purpole. 

21. By his own Conduct ſometimes, and ſome- 
times by his Licutenants, he ſubdued the Canta- 
brians, Aquitans, Pannonians, Dalmatians, and all 
Ilyrizm, beſides the Rhetians, Yindelicians, and 
Salaſſians inhabiting the Alps. He repelld alſothe 
Incurſions of the Dacians, having ſlain three of 
their Generals, and cut off a yaſt number of their 
Men, He forc'd the Germans beyond the River 
Elbe, but the Ubi and Sicambrians, ſubmitting to 
his Terms, he tranſplanted into France, and dif 
| poſed them upon the banks of the Rhine. He re- 

duc'd other Nations to obedience hkewiſe, but ne- 
ver invaded any without juſt, and unavoidable oc- 
caſion : and ſo little Teſtimonies did he give of his 
- ambition,ceither of dominion or honour by unlawful 
'waies, that he contented himſelf with the Oaths on- 
ly of ſeveral Barbarian Princes, who ſwore to him 
in the houſe of Marstherevenger, that they would 
keep their Faith moſt religiouſly, and preſerve that 
Peace which ſo graciouſly he had granted them z 
but from ſome of them he requir*d Hoſtages,and that 
of a new kind, for obſerving they were not ſo 
careful of their men, he exacted Women at that 
time ; yet he never dealt ſo ſtrictly with them, but 
that they might have their pledges again when th 
themſelyes pleaſed, The moſt frequent, and mo 
perfidious of his Rebels, he never puniſh*'d worſe 
$ than by ſelling them as Captives, with condition, 
that they ſhould not ſerve in any Neighbouring 
Countrey, nor be manumitted and made free with- 
Finthirty years ſpace. The reputation of his Vir- 
© tue and moderation was ſo great, that the 1:dians, 
S-.. | and 
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and Scythians, known only by name, were induCd 
to ſend Embaſſadors to deſire his friendſhip; No 
fooner had he ſignified to the Parthians, the title 
and pretence the Commonwealth had to Armen, 
but they immediately reſigned, reſtored the Enſigng 
they had taken from 2. Craſſus, and IM. Antonius, 
upon his demand, and gave him hoſtages alfo; laſt 
ly, ſeveral Princes being in competition at the ſame 
time for a certain Kingdom, They referr'd it to his 
Arbitrament, and would not admit of any other de- 
termination. 

-'22, Having made an univerſal peace both by 
land and Sea, he ſhut up the Temple of Fans Qu 
rms thrice, (which had been ſhut up but twice 
before from the building of the City, and in a much 
ſhorter ſpace than it was ſhut up the two times be- 
fore.) Twice he entred the City by way of Ovatt- 

on, onceafter the Philippsck,, and again after his S:- 
- calian war; three times he triumph'd, for three 
 dayes together after his Dalmatzck,,his Actiack, and 
his Alexanarian Victories: 

23. He ſuſtain'd but two conſiderable loſſes in 
all his wars, and both of them in Germany ; Lollius 
his defeat was more diſhonourable than prejudicial, 
But: Yarius his was almoſt mrrecoverable, Three 
Legions with their General; Lieutenants and all 
their Auxiliaries being utterlyeut off. Upon the news 
of this diſaſter, he ſet watches night and day in theCt 
ty to prevent any tumult,or uprore ; prolonging the 


Governments of his Provinces,thet the Allies mght | 
the better be kept in their allegiance by experienc'd Þ 
' Captains, and ſuch as were accuſtomed to them,” 
He vowed alſo great Games to Fupiter , If he'F 
would wouchſafe to reſtore the Common-wealth to a bet- Þ 
ter condition, which had been formerly done in the * 


time 
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time of the Gimbrian and Marſian Wars. In ſhort, 
it is reported he was ſo much diſcompos'd at this 
misfortune, that he let his beard and his hair grow 
for ſeveral months together, knocking his head ma- 
ny eines againſt the doors, crying out aloud, Gzve 
me my Lezions azain Quintilius Varus; and kept the 
day of his defeat as a mourning and faſting day eve- 
ry year after, | 
24: In his Military Diſcipline many things he al- 
ter'd, and many he inſtituted, and ſome he reduc'd 
to the primitive Order, he was very ſevere in keep- 
ing his Soldiersto their duty,not ſufferiag(but with 
great difficulty) his Lieutenants to make a vilit to 
their Wives, and that only when their Armies were 
In their Winter Quarters. A Roman Knight cutting 
off the Thumbs of two of his Sons thereby to diſen- 
able them for the Wars, h&commanded him to be 
ſold and Confiſcated his Eſtate; But ſeeing Money 
bid liberally for him, by the Publicans of the City, 
| he ordercd him to be delivered to one of his Libex- 
tines, to be ſent down into the Countrey and live 
there at his freedom. His tenth Legion obeying 
Orders unwillingly, he disbanded with diſgrace, 
and others which demanded inſolently to be diſmilſt, 
he Caſhier'd without any reward : if in his Engage- 
ments,” any, of his Cohorts gave ground, or were 
diſordered, he executed every tenth man, and a!- | 
lowed the reſt nothing but Barly. The Captains or 
Officers of his Cohorts abandoning their Poſts, 
were puniſh'd likewiſe withdeath. If their offences 
were but ſmall, his ſentence was proportionable, 
Ccontenting himfelf with making them ſtand all day 
BS upright before his Pretorium: ſometimes ungirt 
10 their T znicks only, ſometimes with long poles in 
thacur hands, ſometimes with turffs of Earth. - . 
[Nt G 25. After 
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* 25. After his Civil wars were ended he never cal- 
ted his Soldiers Fellow-Soldiers, but Soldiers, both in 
his Orations and Edifts. Nor would he ſuffer his 
own or his wives children who had the Command of 
Armies at that time,to call them any otherwiſe;con- 
ceiving it undecent, and unſutable either with his 
Military Diſcipline, the Tranquillity of thoſe times, 
or the Grandeur of himſelf and Family. Unleſs it 
were in Rome upon occaſion of Fires, or when any 
Commotion of the: people was apprehended from 
the ſcarcity of Provitions, he never put the Servants 
into Arms but twice, The firſt time for defence of the 
Colonics upon the Frontiers of 1llyricum, the other 
to make good the Banks of the Rhine. He exadcted 
them than from the richer ſort both Men and Wo 
men, and beimg manumitted forth-with, he put} 
them under his firſt Colours, diſtinguiſhing them 
from his free-born men as well by their places, as 
arms. He more readily and frequently beſtowed 
Military gifts, (as Trappings,Chains, and whatever 
was made of Silver and Gold,) than Yallar, or My 

ral Crowns,which (being more honour) he conferr'd 
but ſeldom, and then without any partiality, to 
the meanelt of his Souldiers if his ations deſerv'd it, 
He preſented 2. Azrippa with a blew Standard up 
on his Naval Victory 1n S:cily ; ſuch as had triumph 
though they had been his aſlociates,and born part in. 
his Expeditions and Victories,were the only perſomÞ 
he never judg'd fit tobe preſented with thoſe Milita||, 
rewards,and for this Reaſon, becauſe they had theſ: 
ame rightto give them to every body themſelves 
He held this as an infallible Maxime, that raſhnelgÞ, 
and precipitancy in a General, were the greatel 
defects; and therefore he had this ſaying frequen 

in his.Mouth, No more haſte than good ſpeed, ſlow 4 
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ſure, whatever is well done, is done time enough. He 
maintain*d, that War was never to be undertaken, 
nor a Battel never to be given z but where the ad- 
'yantage hoped for was apparently greater than the 
loſs fear'd; -for, ſaid he, Thoſe who hazard much to 
gain but little, are like them who fiſh with hooks of 
Gold, whoſe loſs is never to be repaired by any prize they 
can take. 

26. He arrived at the Magiſtracy, and other 
honours before he wasat age, ſome of them were of 
new conſtitution, and ſome perpetual. . He Uſur- 
ped the Conſulſhip at twenty three years of age, by 

awing up his Army about the Town,and deputing 
perſons. to demand his Eleftion in the name of 
the whole Army ; and the Senate appearing ſcrupu- 
lous, and unwilling to come to a Reſolution, Con- 
nelins Centurio (the chief perſon that was ſent) lay- 
ing his hand upon the hilt of his Sword, and throw- 
ing off his Coat, had the confidence to tell them, 
This ſhalldothe buſineſs, 5f you will not. Nine years 
| after his firſt Conſulſhip, he bore his ſecond, the 
[third a year after that, and fo his others ſucceſlive- 
ow they came to eleven, afterwards he refuſed 
K&veral which were offer*'d him for ſeventeen years 
together, butat laſt he deſired his twelfth Conful- 
'Thip himſelf, and two years after, his thirteenth, to 
| the end that being in that Grandeur,he might bring 
his Sons Cains and Lucins (who were then Stu- 
| dents at Law) with the more oſtentation, and au- 
Fthority to the Bar. His five intermediat Conſul- 
ſhips betwixt his ſixth and eleventh he adminiſtred 
tne whole year thorow, the reſt only for nine or 
Iix, or four, or three Months ; but the ſecond for 
lome hours only, for upon the Calends of Fanua- 
ry inthe morning, having plac'd himſelf before the 
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Temple of 7apiter Capitolinus , and ſat there for' 
ſome time1n his Gerxle Chair he reſigned that Of- 
fice and ſubſtituted another : Nor did he enter upon 
his Conſulſhips always at Rome, but the fourth he 
began in 4ſia, the fifth in the Iſle of Samos, and his 
eighth and ninth in T arragar, 

27. For the better Regiment of the Common. 
wealth, he bore the Triumvirat for ten years to- 
gether, in which he refilted his Colleagues for a 
while, and oppos'd the Proſcription, but when it 
was commenc'd, he executed it with more ſevert 
ty than his Comerades, who yielding many times 
to the prayers and importunities of ſeyeral perſons, 
he endeavoured with all eagerneſs alone that none 
might be ſpared, proſcribing C. Toranins who had 
been his Tutor, and his Father Ofavims his Col 


league in his Adileſhip. Funins Saturnins goes far- 


ther and tells us that when the time for the Pro 
ſcription was expir*d, and 2. Lepidis had excuſed 
what was palt in the Senate, and promisd more 
Clemency for the future, ſeeing juſtice had been ſa- 
tisfied abundantly ; Azguſtus {tood up and declared 
to the contrary, telling them boldly, That he had 


et no limits to the proſcription, but his own will, 
. and would proceed therein ſtill as he pleaſed himſelf, 
. Nevertheleſs repenting afterward of his obſtinacy,he 


honor'd 7./inwPhilopemen with the order of Knight: | 


. hood,for having conceal'd hisPatron formerly,in the 
. time he was proſcrib'd : During his Triumviracy 
. he ontad 

for upon atime as he was making a Speech to the 
_ Souldiers, Pinariusa Roman Knight coming in with 
ſeveral Citizens to hear his Harangue, and writing 


much envy by his comportment; 


down ſuch paſſages of his Oration as he lik'd, con- 


. cluding him pragmaticaland a ſpy, he commanded 


i 
of 
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him to ve killed before/his face. Tedius Afer (being 
Conſul Elect) having reflected too: ſharply upon 
ſome of his aCtions, heteirifhed ſodeſperately, with 
his threats, that in a melancholly fit, he threw him- 
ſelf down a precipice, and brake his own neck. 
Q. Gallus the Pretor, coming to ſalute him and pay 
hum his devoirs, witha pair of double writing Ta- 
bles under his robe, he imagined it a poinard, but 


not daring toinquire intothe trutn atthattime, leſt. 


ſomething elſe might be found, he ſuſpended his 
anger for a while, but not long after hecaus'd him 
to be torn from theTribunal by. his. Guards, and 
tortur'd like a ſlave, (and confciling. nothing) he 
pull'd out his Eyes with his own hands, and then 
commanded him to be killed. . But he writes him- 
ſelf that Galkus deſigned to have ſtabb'd him as 
they were in diſcourſe, that he clapt him in priſon, 
+ at lengtn baniſh*d him the City, and that afterwards 
he periſh'd either by Shipwrack or Thieves. He 


made himſelf perpetual Tribune, in which he ad- 


mitted no Colleagues, but twice he aſſum'd the per- 

petual regulation of Manners and Laws,and though 

never dignify'd with the Office of Cenſor, yet he 

Mmuſter*d the people three times; the-firſt and laſt 

with a Colleague, the ſecond by himſelf alone. 

- 28. Twice he had thoughts of aſſigning the Go- 
* yernment into the hands of the Senate: the firſt 


and upon this ſcore, becauſe he had often pretend- 
ed Antonius was the only impediment which hin- 
 der'd him : the other was upon a long fit of ſick- 
L neſs, in which he call'd the Senators and Magiſtrates 
of the City to his houſe, and deliver'd them all the 
Rollsand Records of the Empire. Butupon ſecond 
| thoughts, conſidering that he could not live as a 
C .. G 3 private 


35 


time was preſently after he had defeated Antonin, 


| 


-muitirude of Chents and Cauſes, which being too 
* "numerous for the two old Courts, ſeenrd to tall 
for a third : Whereupon it was erected with all} 
poſſible ſpeed, before his Temple of Aars "_ 6 | 

| | 
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private perſon, without great danger, and that it 
would be imprudence to commit the Government 
of the Commonwealth to the management of ſq 
many, he perſiſted in his reſolution to hold it him- 
ſelf, and *tisa doubt to this day whether his ſucceſs 
or his deſign was more happy : This deſire he de. 
clar'd often times in his diſcourſe, but more remark: 
ably in one of his Edicts in theſe words; Would to 


God I msaht ſo fix and eſtabliſh this Commonwealth | 


upon its proper Baſis, and reap ſuch fruits of my labour 
45 T deſire, that I may hereafter be reputed the founder 
of ſo excellent a Fabrick,, and carry this hope along 
with me when I die, that the Commonwealth will con- 
tinue and flouriſh _=_ the foundations which I have 
laid : and certainly by his own Conduct he com- 


paſt his deſires, endeavouring by all means that no] 


man might have juſt cauſe to complain of the alte- 
ration of the Government, 

29. TheCity being neither beautified according 
tothe Majeſty of the Empire, nor free from Inunda- 
tions and Fires, herepair'd and imbelliſh'd it to that 
degree, as he was wont to boaſt, (and not without 
reaſon) T hough he found it but Loam, he ſhould leave 
# Marble : He provided allo as far as humane in- 
duſtry or invention was capable for its future ſecu- 
rity; He rais'd many publick Buildings, amongſt 
Wiich the chief were, the Forum or Court of Jultice, 
the Temple of Mars the Avenger, the Temple of 
Apollo in Palatia, and the Temple of ove the-Thun- 
derer in the Capitol. That which moſt powerfully 
excited him to the building of the Forum, was the 
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niſh*d, and Proclamation put forth, that all:pub- 
lick Trials, and all Elections of Judges by Iot, thonJd 
be held ſeparately in that plage. - He deveted the 
Temple to Mars in his Philippick, Wars, which he 
undertook in reyenge of the death of his Father .: ' 
He decreed therefore that the Senate ſhould meet 
for the future in that place, to conſult about all mat- 
ters of War, or Triumphs : that the Governors of 
Provinces, and Generals of Armics, ſhould be at- 
tended from hence when they, went away to their 
Commands, and that ſuch as zeturned with fuccels, 
ſhoutd hang up the Enfigns and Trophies of their 
Triumphs in this place. He built the Temple of 
Apollo 18 that part of the Palatinm, which (accord- 
ing tothe interpretation of the Southſayers) being 
ſtruck down with thunder, that God, had deſired, 
*he adorned it with a fair Gallery, and Library both 
of Greek and Latine Books : Inbis/'old age. he fat 
oftentimes in Council with thg, Senate, | and_ſur- 
vey'd the Decurtes of the Judge$:; The Temple; of 
Zupiter the Thwrderer, he built upon a dangerous: 
ſcape he bad had.in Cz:tabria, for travelling in thoſe 
| parts by night, aflaſh of Lightning glanced upon his 
Litter, and ſtruck a'Servant of his dead, whiehwas 
| lighting himalong. Other chings-he- cd undex,pther 
| Peoples names, as of his Wife,:iis Siſter, and his 
| Nephews ; he built the Gallew and: Portzco of {cue 

cis and Ci, and aifo. the Palaces of Lava. and 

Oftavia, and the Theater of Marcellus, and asitall 
this had beentoo little, he ofrenexhotted the-prin- 
cipal and moſt wealthy perſons df;the City, that 
they would each of them accarding:40 their facul-, 
| ties erect orrepair ſome Monument: or other, that ' 
Might remain an honour and ornament thereunta, 
- and upon his perſwaſion, many did build : - Har- 
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cius Philippus built the Temple of Hercules Muſarum, 
L. Cormficius the Temple of Diana, Aſimus Polio 
the Court of Libertyg-/Munatins Plancus the Temple 
of Saturn, Cornelius Balbus a Theatre, Statilius 
Taurxsan Amphitheatre, and Marcis Arrippa ſeve: 
ral, 'and thoſe magnihcent Structures, | 
30; Having divided the City into Wards, and 
Streets, he order*d the firit to-be govern'd by Alder: 
men or Magiſtratesannuaily choſen, and the Streets 
by the moſt conſiderable of the- people. He was 
the firſt which appointed Watches and Guards to 
go' about on nights to prevent any miſchief that 
{hould happen by Fire : againſt' Inundations or 6- 
verflowings of the'River he enlarged and cleans'd 
the Tiber, which for a long time had beefi choak'd 
up with rubbiſh, and the ruines of henſes; -and that 
the City might be'the more acceſſible- on all fides, 
he rook wpon himſelf the reparationiof the Yia Flu 
minia as far as Arinithum,leaving the reſt of the Caw- 
ſeys tobe mended by certain perſons which had tri 
umpht, and the tharges tobe defray'd out of the 
. Spoils of the Enemy. - Such Churches alſo as had 
been deſtroy'd by time, or any accident by fire, he 
reedifed himfelf,- and inrich'd' boththem and the 
reſt with moſt magnificent Preſents. --To the Tem- 
ple of Ziipiter we parrng he gave at once 16009 
pound weight" 6f | 
<ious Stones , tothe value of 50 millions of Se- 
ſterces. © _—_— 
i $1. Lepidxs being dead, he took the High Prieſt 
hood upon himſelf, which during his life he would 
Never take from him: . Having got together all the 
Pfophecies and Books of Predictions written by un- 
know or unapproved Authors, either in Greek. or 
in Latine, he caus'4-themto be burnt, to the num- 
__- ber 


Quvld; beſides Jewels and pre- | 
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ber of 2000, and upward, reſerving only fome* ſe- 
kt pieces of the Sybils, which he diſpoſed into two 
gilt Desks under the Piedeſtal of Apollo Palatinus. 
He reduc'd the Year to D. Fulins's Calculations, 
which ty the negligence of that age was become dif- 
order'd and contus'd; in the regulation of which he 
choſe to call the Month Sext#l:s by his own name, 
rather than September in which he was born, becauſe 
in that month he obtain'd not only his firſt Conſul- 
ſhip, but many remarkable Victorics. He avg- 
mented the Number, the Dignity, and the Revenue 
of the Prieſts, but eſpecially of the Yeſtal Virgins : 
The Eſteem he had of that Order appear*d by this, 
that there being one of thoſe Virgins dead, and 
another of neceſlity to be choſen in her place, ob- 
ſerving many applications made to keep their 
Daughters from the danger of that Lottery, he pro- 
teſted publickly, That if any of his Grand-daughters 
were of competent years he would preſent her to the place. 
He reſtored ſome of the ancient Ceremonies like- 
wiſe, which time had aboliſh*d by degrees; as the 
Aiioury of Salus: the Flamenſhip of Fuptter :. the Lu- 

ercal Games: the Secular, and the Compitalitial 
Playes. In the LZupercal Solemnities, he forbad all 
ſuch Youths as had no beards to bear a ſharez In 
the Secular Playes, he prohibited the young people 
of both ſexes to be prefent at any of the Reyels, un- 
leſs in the company of ſome graver pcrſon of their 
relations. He decreed the Lares Compitales, or 
Houlhold-Gods,ſhould be adorn'd twice a year with 
Flowers, that 1s, Both in the Spring and the Sum- 
mer: After the honour and reverence he gave to 
the Gods, there was nothing. in that veneration 
with him, as the memory of thoſe Captainswho had 
contributed to the advancement gf the Roman Em- 
pire 
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pire from ſo inconſiderable a beginning : for which | 


reaſon he repair'd all their Monuments, reſerving 
their.old Titles and Inſcriptions, and dedicating 
their Statues and triumphal Effgies in both the Gal. 
leries or Porticos of his Forum, or Court of Juſtice, 
having declar*d in an Edict, | That his deſign was to 
propoſe them as a pattern and example, by which kim- 
ſelf while he lived, and the Princes that ſhould ſucceed, 
maght order and frame themſelves, and the people exait 
thee conformity. He removed the Statue of Pomp 
from the Court where Ceſar was murder*d, and dil- 
poſed it, upon a Triumphal Arch of Marble over 
againitthe Court of his Theatre. 


32. He corrected ſeveral things of evil Example, 


which had bzen introduc'd by 'the liberty of. the 
"Wars, or the ſecurity of Peace, and would in time 
have contributed much to the deſtruction of the 
State. .For there were great numbers of Highway- 
Men or Bandits, which walkt publickly with their 
Swords by their ftdes, pretending their own de- 
fence, who notwithſtanding ſeized upon all Tra- 
vellers without diſtinftion, either of ſervants or 
freemen, and carrying them away, made them 
work hard in their Store-houſes in the Countrey: 


There were alto ſeveral parties or factions which | 


hadform'd themſelves 1nto a ſociety calling them- 
ſelves the new Colledge, and obliging themſelves 
to one another inall manner of iniquity whatſoever; 
whereupon diſpoſing his Guards in convenient pla- 
ces, he ſuppreſt thoſe robbers, he viſited their 


-Workhouſes, and aboliſh'd all Fraternities but ſuch | 


-as were antient and legal. He burnt all the old 
Bonds and Accounts which were due to the publick 
Treafury, as the chief occaſion of all vexatious 
Suing : If the Title of any publick place in the City 

was 
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| was doubtful and litigious, he awarded it to- him 
that was in poſſeſſion. Old Prifoners, both Crimi- 
nals, and ſuch as were keptunder reſtraint, only to 
delight their Creditors or Informers with their 
fquallour and wants, he releaſt, with this caution, 
that "up one moleſted them again, they ſhould 
run the ſame Riſque, and be puniſh'd like ther : 
Nevertheleſs that no enormity or cauſe might e- 
{cape unpuniſht, or be delay'd, he took thirty dayes 
from the honorary Playes, and addirg them to the 
old terms, he appointed them to be imploy'd in 
hearing and determinating of pleas and aftions. To 
the three decuries of Judges he added a fourth, 
which was inferior tothe relt, and called the Court 
of the Ducenary, as having cognizance of actions to 
the value of two hundred Sefterces and under, He 
admitted Judges at 25 years of age,five years ſooner 
than anciently they did. But many of them de- 
clining that office as tedious and troubleſome, he 
granted at laſt, but with much difficulty, that each 
Court or Decury ſnould alternately have its annual 
vacation, and that ſuch Cauſes as were wont to be 
heard in November and December, ſhould be omitted 
and laid by. 
'. 33. He -wasvery aſliduous in hearing of Cauſes 
in his own perſon, and would fit ſome time with 
patience a good part of the night; if he had any in- 
diſpoſition upon him he was brought into the Court 
in his Litter, or elſe would hear them in his own Pa- 
lace, lying along upona Couch. He adminiſtred ju- 
| ſticewith as much clemency as ſtriftneſs if the cauſe 
would bear it, for a perſon being accuſcd before him 
as a Parricide, and by the law (if he confeſt) to be 
ſown into a ſack;and thrown into the Sea, to reſcue 
hum from that puniſhment, audggit were —— 
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him what he was to anſwer, he interrogated him 


thus,Sare it was not you killed your Father. Again there 
being a buſineſs before him about forging a Will, 


and all the witneſſes which ſet their hands to it, fe. | 


fatto guilty by the Law Corneha, he gave to the 
Judges not only the two Tables of Condemnation, 
and Abſoiution, but a third and intermediate Ta- 
ble, by which they were to be pardon'd, who were 
deluded, and had been perſwaded to ſign either by 
fraud or furpiize. The appeals of the Citizens heap- 
pointed to be determined before the Prztor of the. 
City: but all actions or pleas in his Provinces, 
he order'd to be judg'd by Conſulary perſons, ſuch 
as he had deputed on purpoſe in every Province. 
34. He reviſed and correfted ſeveral obſolete 
Laws, and others he made perfectly new, as name- 
ly his Sumptuary Laws, his Laws againſt Adulte- 
ry, Sodomy, and all kind of incontinence, his Laws 
againſt Bribery and corrupt acquiſition of offices zas 
alſo about Marriages : but having been more ſtrict 
and preciſe in reformation of this Law than the reſt, 
he could not pals it into an Act for the multitude of 
oppoſers,till he had moderated it & cut off a part of 
the penalty,granted an indulgence for three years,& 
beſides augmented the rewards. Yet not contented 
with that, when acertain Roman Knight ſtood up at 
a Publick Spectacle, and preſt very peremptorily 
that that Law might be aboliſh'd, he cauſed Germant- 
cs his Children to be called, who being come and 
ſome of them got into his lap, and ſome into their 
Fathers, with his hand and his head he made ſigns 
to him that he ſhould follow the example of that 
young Gentleman, and marry: and obſerving by 
theimmaturity of contracts, and frequent changing 


of Marriages, thy force and feyerity of the Law | | 


was. 
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waseluded, he limited the time of their Contracts, 
and regulated the extravagancies of divorces. 

3 5. The Number of Scnators growing exorbitant- 
ly great, conſiſting of more than a thouſand, and 
Al of them mean and unworthy perſons (having 
after Ceſars death by favour and bribery wrought 
themſelves into the Senate and were called Orcins 
by the people) he reduc'd them to their primitive 
number and glory, and that by two manner of E- 
letions, in the firſt as they pleas'd themſelves eve- 
ry one might chooſe his man ; in the ſecond as he 
and Aprippa thought fit; only it is reported, that as 
he preſided at this Election, he was arm'd with a 
coat of Male under his Cloathes, a Sword by his 
ſide, and ten of the molt valiant of the Senators his 
friends ſtanding about his Chair. Cordus Cremutius 
writes, that even then none of the Senators were 
admitted to come into the Houſe, but alone, and' 
after they had been ſearcht : He forc'd ſome of them 
to that point of modeſty as to excuſe themſelves 
from ſitting inthe Senate, yet he preſerv'd to them 
the priviledgept their habit, the honour of ſitting 
in the Orcheſtra amongſt the Senators at Playes, 
and their right of precedence at Publick Feaſts: And 
that ſuch as were elected and approved might per- 
form the functions of Senators with more religion 
than trouble, he decreed that before they took their 
ſeats 1n the Senate, each of them ſhould pay their 
devotions with Frankincenſe and Wine before the 
Altar of that God in whoſe Temple they were af- ' 
1ſembled ; and that for the fature, the Senate ſhould 
ſit (unleſs upon extraordinary occaſion) but twice 
a month, viz. on the Calends and Tdes, and in Sep- 
\ tember and Oftober, that it ſhould not be neceſſary 
. that any more ſhould meet than a certain Lake 
==mther 
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number to be choſen by lot, which ſhould be ſuſk. 
cient to paſs any Ordinance or Decree : He inſti- 
tuteda Counſellour himſelf to be choſen by lots alſo 
every ſix months, to debate and prepare ſuch Bills 
as were to be prefer'd afterwards to the Senate in 
matters of great importance; he ask*d not the judg- 
ments of the Senators according to Order, or the 
method of old, but every mans as he pleas'd him- 
ſelf, to the end that every one might be oblig'd to 
as much intention, as if he were to adviſe,as well as 
to conſent. 

36. Beſides theſe, he was Author of ſeveral other 
Acts, as that the tranſaCtions in the Senate ſhould 
not be made publick. That the Magiſtrates which 
had honourably acquitted themſelves of their Thar- 
ges ſhould not be immediately hurried away into 
the Provinces. That a certain fin of Money ſhould 
be allowed to the-Proconſuls for their accomodati- 
on with Mules and Tents, which formerly were 
hired for them by the Publick. That the charge of 
the Treaſury ſhould be tranſlated from the Queſtors 
of the City, to the Pretors, or ſuch as had been 
Pretors before. That the Centumwiral Court which in 
former times was called together by the Queſtors, 
ſhould after that time be aſſembled by the Decem- 
UIrL, 

37. And that there might be more ſharers in the 
adminiſtration of the Commonwealth he invented 


new places, as the Overſeer of the Publick, works, 


the Highways, the Waters, the Channel of Tiber, and 
the diovibution of Corn amon;ſt the people : The Pro- 
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. voltſhipof the City : Two Triumvirats, one for the Þ 
EleCtion of Senators,and the other for muſtering and 
reviewing the Horſe as oft as there was occaſion. } 
The Cenſorſhip which for a long time had been ay 
alide, 


| 
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aſide, herevived again, and increaſt the number of 
the Pretors, and having demanded two Colleagues, 
as often as he ſhould be choſen Conſul, he could not 
obtain it, the people replying, it was already too 
much diminution to his honour to have one. 

38. He was ſo great an honourer of Military 
Virtue, that he granted compleat Triumphs to a- 
bove thirty Captains,and Triumphal Ornaments to 
ſeveral more. To the end that the Sons of the Sena- 
tors might be the more early accuſtomed to the 
management of publick affairs, he permitted them 
all at one time to put on theT oga/rrilis,the Senators 
Gown, and to be preſent in the Senate houſe when 
buſineſs was in tranſaction : at their rſt entrance 
alſointo theWars,he not only made them Tribunes, 
or Colonels of Regiments, but he gave them the 
Commands of whole Wings, and Brigades, and 
that none of them might be ignorant in the Art of 
Encamping, he moſt commonly gave the Command 
of both Wings to two of the Senators Sons. He fre- 
quently called over his Cavalry, which for a lung 
time had been diſcontinued, and revived the Cuſtom 
of Tranſvettion, yet ſo as that he ſuffer*d not the ac- 
culers, to arreſt or,take any of them away as they 
were Muſtring, (which in times paſt was uſual ;) if - 
any were old, or maimed in the Wars, he permit- 
ted them to ſend their horſes before in their ranks, 
and to follow themſelves on foot to anſwer as often 
as they were called, and at laſt he granted this fa- 


| vour to ſuch as were paſt thirty five years of age, 


that they might deliver up their horſes, if they had 
ino farther inclination to the wars. 
39. The Senate having appointed him ten Adju- 


tants, or Aſliſtants, hg compelled all the Romar: 


Horſemento give anaccount of their lives, puniſh- 
ing 
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ing ſomecandd USracing others according tothe qua- 
lity of their offe 

that ſeveral ways: His mildeſt way of admonition 
was, by giving them publickly a pair of writing Ta- 
bles, and requiring them toread ummcdiately, and 
to themſelves. Others he reprehended,and diſgrac'd 
for having taken up Money at ſmall intereſt,;and put 
it out again at great. 

40. Inthe Alſemblics for the EleCtion of Tribunecs, 
if there were no Candidates out of the Senate, he 
created them out of the Gentlemen of Rome with , 
. liberty of continuing for the future in which Order 
they would chooſe. And becauſe during the Ctr 
vil Wars, feveral Gentlemen had ruined, or 
at leaſt waſted and leflen'd their Patrimonies, fo 
as they durſt not appear at any publick plays or 
ſpectacles in the fourteen benches amongſt the reſt of 
their quality, for fear of the Theatral penalty ; He 


nces ; but admoniſhing moſt, and - | 


pronounc'd them exempt, and not lyable to that 
Law, if either they themſelves or their Anceſtors | 


had ever had a Gentlemans Eſtate. He call'd over 
the People by Streets,and that they might not be di- 
verted too often from their affairs by the frequent 
diſtributions of Corn, he order*d that tickets ſhould : 
be giventhem, by virtue of which they might re- 
celve it three times in a year, but they begging and 
importuning to have their old Cuſtome preſerved, 
he alter*d his reſolution, and continued their doles. 


monthly as before. He reſtored likewiſe the anti- 


eat priviledges and circumſtances in Aſlemblies;He 
order*d ſeveral & ſevere puniſhments againſt bribes 
and corrupt acquiſition of Offices, and to prevent 
any expectation 1n that nature from the Competi- FF 
. tors, on the day of his EleCtion he diſtributed out 


_ of his own Purſe, among the Fabians and Scapti 
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ens (who were of his own Tribe) a thouſand Se- 
Perces a-piece. Conceiviag it of importance to con- 
| ſerve the people of Rome intire, from any degene- 
rate mixture with foreign or ſervile blood, he grant- 
ed the freedome of the City with great difficulty, 
and but rarely, and ſet new limuts to the manumil- 
ſion of ſlaves. Tiberi«s, deſiring that. freedom for 
a Grecian which was one of his Clients, he wr; 
him this anſwer, That he would do nothing in the Caſe, 
unleſs he conld come himſelf, and ſatisfie him of the ju- 
>. ftice of his requeſt : © Livia interceding in like manner 
for a Tributary Frenchmen, he peremptorily de- 
nyd to make him free, yet granted him immunity. 
and exemption from his Tribute, with this profeſli- 
on, that he would ſooner condeſcend to a diminu- 
tion of the publick Revenue, than to proſtitute or 
- deprive the Honour of the Citizens. And as if it 
- were not ſufficient that he: had by ſeveral difhcul- 
- hes interpoſed, made it no eaſie matter for a ſlaye 
- toget his liberty at all, but much more aJjuſt and 
- compleat infranchiſement, having by certain pre-. 
aſe Rules determin'd both of the Number, Condi- 
” ton, and difference of ſuch as ſhould be ſet free, he 
* added this Article, That no ſlave which had ever been 
under any torture,or in chains, ſhould obtain the freedome 
of the City in any kind whatſoever. He endeavoured 
alſo to reſtore the ancient Modes and Faſhions in 
© apparel, and having obſery'd a great number of 
- Romans attending at an Aſſembly in their old dirty 
* Cloaks,he cried out in great indignation: do you ſee, 


Romanos rerum dominos, Gentemq, togatam : 


The Lords of the world, and the Nation of the long 


obe. 


H And 
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Aud gave the « Z@les Orders that for the Future ng 
one (ſhould be permitted to ſit either in the Courts 
of ſtſtice,or Gre, but in their Gowns,withoyt any 
Cloak or Mantle whatever. 
_ 41. Heexpteſs'd his liberality very frequently, 
and to all Orders of perſons as occaſion was offer'd, 
In his: Alexandre Iriumph he brought Rome fo 
great a proportion of riches which he had taken 
rom the Kings of Ep that. thereby he mads 
money very common, he lefſen'd the value of In- 
tereſt, and adyanc'd the prices of Land : and as of- 
ten (afterwards) as there was any thing: redundant 
f confiſcated goods, he was ſo bountiful as to | 
end it gratis for a time, to ſuch perſons as were 
able to ſecure him his principal by double the value : 
he augmented the Eſtates of the Senators, and, 
Whereas before they were requir'd to have to the". 

value of' 800000 Seſterces, he exacted now they 
ſhould have 1200000, and made up their ſums 
which were defective with his own Moneys : He 
gave many Largeſles and Congiaries to the people, _ 
and of different ſums; ſometimes four hundred 
ſometimes three, ſometimes two hundred and fif 
Seſterces a man ; nor did he bawk the yery Children F 
themſelves, though the cuſtome before was they 
wereto receive nothing till they were eleven, year; 
old. Upon any ſcarcity of Victuals, hediſtributec 
Corn by the Poll amongſt the people, ſometimesa 
a {mall rate, ſometimes for none at all, and ſome» 
times he. doubled tkeir Tickets for moneys. 

| 42. But that he may appear a Prince more ſol 
citous of the good aiſcip ine of his people, than Þ 
to have them live in Luxury and Profuſeneſs, when 
complaint was made to him of the dearneſs and Þ 
ſcarcity of Wine, he reproved them very ſharply 

a3g. 


; 


+ have northingat all : retrenching aiſo what heha 
promis'd to thereſt, that the ſum: he had appointe 


- the Confidence of which the people 
| harry of their Lanids : F'3.2ff 


: try, than for the ons” of Rome, 
=. Z 


The Lift of Riighſtas Chit gf 
and tofd them, That his Sor i: Law Agrippa, had 
his Aqua-dutts provided, that no body need die wit 
Thirſt ;, and being preſs'd by them another time for 
{ Dole he hadpromis'd them he reply'd, Hes credit 
45 not yet loſt, he was ſtill able to perform ; But when 
thy demanded a benevolence which he never had 
promis'd at all, he was ſo far incens'd, that he pub- 
Iiſh*d an Edict, reproaching them by their impu- 
denice, and declaring he would then give them n6- 
thing though he had deſigned it before. Nor with 
kfs Gravity and Conſtancy did he proceed, wheg 


pon publication of a Congiary, he underſtood that 


yeral perſons which had been manumitted, had 


- crowded themſelves into the number of the Cif 


zens, he deny*d that he had promis'd them = 
thing, and for thatreaſon gave Order they ſhould 


might be ſufficient to go round. Upon a gieab 
ſcarcity of Corn, there being no viſible remedy, he 
was conſtrained to turn all Slayes, Gladiators atid 
their Families, all Foreigners (except Phyſitians, 
or Schoolmaſters) and ſome of the ordinary Do- 


- meſticks out of the City : At length, the prices of 


Victualsreturning to its old Standard, It was in his 
mind, to aboliſh thoſe publick, Purveyings for Corn, upor, 
ple neglefted the mt 
J perſiſted riot 
long in that opinion, being afſured the: ambition of his 


| ſucceſſors would reſtores ar» fome time or other ; 
- thereforeafter this, he carried himſelf with thatme- 
* diocrity to both partie 


| s, that he ſecm'd to haye- 0p 
kfscareand kindneſs for the Farmers inthe Coultt 


43: Ih 
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_ 43. In the frequency, variety and magnificence 
of his Shows and Playes, he exceeded all his Pre- 
deceſſors; he exhibited to the people in his own 
baine (as he afhrms himſelf) tour and twenty 
and for other Magiſtrates which were either ab- 
ſent of unable, three and twenty more: ſometimes 
he appointed them to be aCtcd in the ſtreets in all 
laiiguages, and by Actors of all Nations; not only 
i the Forum, and the Amphitheatre, but in the Gr- 
cus and Septa\, yet ſometimes he repreſented only 
the baiting of wild Beaſts. He built Scaffolds and 
Seats in the Campus Martins, that the people might 
with more convenience behold the Wreſtlers and 
Fencers: He exhibited in like manner a natural 
Cotnbate ina Lake digged on purpoſe. near the Ti 
ber, whete Ceſar's Grove grows now; upon which 
. Gayes he plac'd Guards about the City, leſt the 
people running in multitudes to the Shews, and 

eaving their houſes but ſlenderly provided at home, 
Thieves ſhould take advantage of their abſence, 
znd rob them. Hebrought ſuch perſons into the 
Circus as were molt experienc'd and dextrous 
at rentbs managing of Chariots, and killing of 

11d Beaſts, amongſt which he produc'd ſome- 
times the Sons of the beſt Families in Rome. He 
took great delight in the Tournament, or Warlike 
paſtime called Troy, and making choice of his boys 
of greater and leſſer ſtature, he exhibited it oftner_ 
than any of his Predeceſſors, as judging it an antient 
id honourable exerciſe, and becoming the educa- 
vt of the belt of the Nobility. At the ſolemnity | 
orthis Game C. Nomus Aſprenas having hurt him- F 
If with a fall from his Horſe, he preſented hitn Þ 
with a chain of Gold, and permitted him and his Þ 
Poſterity to bear the fame of Torgquatus for = . 
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But not long after he diſcontinued that Game» 
*Aſmnius Pollio having made a bitter complaint a. 
gainſt it in the Senate, upon occaſion of his Grand- 
child A&ſerminus his breaking his thigh in the ſame 
recreation. In his Comedies and the combats of 
Gladiators, he ſometimes made uſe of his Knights 
of Rome, but it was before there was a decree of 
the Senate to the contrary ; after that, he exhibited 
only one Noble Youth who was called Lucizs, and 
him only becauſe he was ſcarce two foot high, and 
weighed but ſeventeen pounds, and yet had a yoyce 
extraordinary, Upon one of the dayes of this ſo- 
lemnity,the Parthian Hoſtages being newly arrived, 
he carried them to be ſpeCtators thorough the midſt 
of the Stage, and placed them in the ſecond rank 
above himſelf. He was wont alſo if any ſtrange 
- thing worthy the ſight of the pople was brought 
"to Rome, to expole it to their view, without obſer- 
ving the uſual dayes or places for ſuch Spectacles: 
He cauſed a Rhinoceros to be ſhown in the Park, 
a Tigre upon the Stage, and a Serpent 50 Cubits 
long, in the Court of Eleitions, Being lolemnizing 
his Circenſian Games, according to his Vow, he 
was taken ill of a ſudden, yet he followed the 
\ Thenſe or ſacred Chariots with great devotion, ly- 
ing along in his Litter. Another time whilſt he was 
, Celebrating the ſports at the dedication of the The- 
atre of Marcellus, it happen'd that his Curule Chair 
open'd by an unexpected ſlipping of the joynts, and 
laid him on his back. Again in one of the Playes 
exhibited by his Grand-Children, obſerying the 
people ſo much diſcompoſed by an apprehenſion of 
- the falling of the Theatre, that they could not be 
: recollefted, he removed from his own ſeat, and 
- plac'd himſelf where the 5 was greateſt. 


3 44. tte 
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4. He carrected the confuſions and diſorders Þ 
which did frequently happen at theſeplays in former Þ * 
times, excited thereunto by an affront offered to a 
Senator at Puteol;, where at onc. of the greagel and 


moſt popular Aiſemblies no naan would give him 
lace, Whereupon it was decreed by the Senate 
That at all publick repreſentations, the firſt rank 
of feats ſhould be reſerved for the Senators for t 
future. He forbad alſo, That the Embaſſadors to 
Rome, (though from free Nations, and their Allies) 
ſhould have any place in the Orcheſtra, becauſe he 
had taken notice there were ſome of them but Lj- 
bertines in degree. He diſtinguiſhed likewiſe be- 
twixt the Souldiers and the People : He aſſigned pe. 
culiar places toſuch as were married, though of the 
number of the Commons. To the young Gentry 
he appropriated a place by themſelves, ab appoint» 
ed the next to them to be kept for their Tutors, 
He made an Order that none of the inferior fort . 
ſhould fit inthe pit of the Theatre in their black 
Gowns, and forbad the Womens ſecing fo much 
as the Gladiators promiſcuouſly amongſt the Men 
fas they had formerly done) zſiigning the upper 
Gallety for their place, only the -Veſtal Virgins 
were by peculiar fayour permitted to ſit in the Thea 
tre apart by themſelves, juſt over againft the Prez: 
tors Tribunal. But at the Spectacle of the Wrell- 
lers he was fo far from admitting any Womanat all, 
that in the Pontifical Plays the people deſiring to ſeea 
couple of chem, he put them off till the next morn- 
ing, and dcclared, He would have no Waman appear | 
zn the Theatre the next day, before eleven of the Clock, 
45. For the moſt part he beheld the Circean 
Games himſelf, out of the Chambers of hisfriends, 
or ſuch petſons as he had infranchiſed z ſometimes 


he 


Ln 
s 
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fat upon the Bed (upon which the Images of the 
+ Gods were plac'd) with his Wife and Children. He 
would be abJft from theſe Spectacles ſeveral hours, 
ſometimes whole days together, but never without 
- ah Apology to the people, and till he had recom- 
mended ſome other perſon, to preſide in his place. 
When he was preſent, he was alwayes intent, not 
doing any thing elſe, either to avoid the reproaches 

. which were caſt upon his Father by the people, for 
reading and anſwering of Letters and Petitions, 
during the time of thoſe ſolemaities, or out of a real 
delight he took in them, which he ingenuouſly pro- 

- feſt without any diſlimulation; For which reaſon at 
* the Prizes and Plays of other people he gave Coro- 
nets and rewards of great value; and at all the Gre- 
cian Exerciſes he ever was at, he beſtowed ſyme ho- 
nour or other upon the Aftors according to their 

" deſerts. But of all his recreations, he was moſt af- 
feed with the Pagiles or engagements at fiſty-cufls; 
eſpecially if they fought after the Mode of the La- 

* tines: not ſuch as were Champions by profeſſion 
| ſo much (which he uſed notwithſtanding to match 
againſt the Greeks) as the robuſt and doggeder 
ſort of the Citizens when they fell together by the 
Ears among themſelves in the ſtrects, and belabour- 
ed one another without conſideration or art. In 
ſhort he had a particular regard to all perſons rela- 
ting any way to tioſe publick ſpettacles and ſhows, 
He continued and enlarged the Priviledges of his 
Wreſtlers ; He would not ſuffer the Gladiators to 
hgh, till diſmiſſion was promis'd to the Conqueror. 
The Coercive power which the Magiſtrates had 
, Exercis'd in all places and ages over the Players by 
virtue of an old Law, he reſtrain'd; and would not 
| Permitthem to exerciſe it but upon the Stage only, 
_ bai H 4 and 


and that during the time of the Plays. Neverthelek | 


. he was a ſevere cxaCter of order amongſt his Cham- 
pions, and ſv jult a reprehender of Licentiouſneſs a- 
monegſt his Stage-players, that having certain infor. 
mation that Stephazo a Comedian was attended by 
a Woman, with her hair cut, and-in the habit of a 
Boy, he ordered him to be whipt through the three 
Theatres, and baniſh'd him when they had done, 


Upon the complaint of the Prztor againſt Hylas a 


Mimick or Buffon, he cauſed him to be whipt in 
his own Conrt-yard, and that the Gates ſhould not 
be ſhut againſt any that had a mind to be a ſpeCta- 
tor of his CorreCtion. Pylades alſo he baniſh'd out of 
Rome and Italy both, becauſe he had pointed his fing- 
er at an Auditor which had hiſt him, and by that 
means expoſed him to the People. 

4.6. Having by this manner provided for the Poli- 
cy, and Regiment of the City, he repeopled Traly 
(which had been muchexhauſted by the Civil wars) 
with cight and twenty Colonies which he brought 
thither,and planted,and embelliſhing them with ſe- 
yeral magnihcent Structures, and publick Revenues 
he equall'd them in ſome ſort with the City of Rome in 
priviledges & eſteem, by inventing new kind of ſuf- 
trages,whichthe Decuriozesor Aldermen ofColonies, 
were to take'in their ſeveral Liberties, and to ſend 
up ſealed to Rome againſt the day of EleCtion of the 
Magiſtrates there. And that there might be no defect 
of perſons of honour in any part of his Dominions, 
he adyanced all ſuch into the order of Gentlemen, 


who at the publick ſolicitation of any Town what- }. 


ſoever had deſired tobe liſted intothe number of the 
Cavalerie: To the Commons in his Vilitations 
tarough all tne Regions of 7caly, if they made it ap- 
pear to him they had Sons and Daughters, he arder- 


ed 
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*©a thouſand Sefterces a-piece, both to them and 

their Children. 

47. The moſt conſiderable Provinces which were 

either eaſie nor fafe to be governed by Annual Ma- 

-giltrates,he took upon himſelf ; the reſt he commit- 

ted to Proconſuls by lot, ſometimes he changed 

them, -but moſt commonly of what kind ſoever they 

were, he viſited them himſelf, Some of the Con- 

federate Cities which by their too much licentiouſ- 

neſs were running headlong to deſtruftion, he de- 

prived of their libertie : others oppreſt with their 

Debts, or ſubverted by Earthquakes, he relieved, 

and repaired; and if they were able to alledge any 

ſervice they had done for the people of Rome, he 

gave them the priviledges of the Latines, or made 

them free of the City. There is ſcarce a Province 

belonging to the whole Empire, unleſs it be Africk, 
and Szcily, but he viſited in perſon, into which ha- 

ving chaſed Sextus Pompeius, and being deſirous 

to have purſued him out of Sicily, and all things . 
preparedin order to his Tranſportation, there aroſe 
ſuch violent and continual Storms, as obſtructed it 
that time, and afterwards he had no occaſion. 

48. The Kingdoms which he had conquered (ex- 
cepting ſome few)he either reſtored them tothe ſame 
Princes from whom he had taken them, or elſe be- 
ſtowed thernupon ſome ſtrangers: ThoſeKings which 
were 11 aſſociation with him, he joyned alſo in mutu- 
al obligations amongſt themſelves, as being alwayes 
a moſt induſtrious promoter,and fayourer of Amity; 
and one, that looking upon all of them as parts and 
members of the Empire, had an equal care and con- 
cernment for them all. He was wont alſo to ap- 
point Governours to ſich Princes as were young, 
or any way diſtemper'd in their minds, till they 
came 
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cametoa competency of Age, or intelligence; and 


many times had them brought up and inftrutted 4- 


mongſthis own Children. 
49. Out of his Military force, he diſtributed his 
Legions, and Auxiliaries by Provinces. He kept otie 


Fleet at Mſinan for the ſecurity of the Turkan Sea, 


and another at Ravenna, for defence of the A. 
&riatick: He had his Guards alſo, being a certain 
number of SouldiersſeleCted for the ſafeguard of the 
City, and his Perſon : He having disbanded his C# 

gritans, which he conſtantly kept in Arms about 
himtill he had overcome Antonins, and his Germans 
' Iikewiſe, who had the Guard of his Body to the 
time that Yarizs was defeated.Nevertheleſs he never 
ſuffer*d more than three Cohorts at once in the Ci 
ty, and they without any intrenchments ; the reſt 
he uſually diſpoſed upon the Frontiers both in 
Winter and Summer: And leſt his Soldiers after they 
ſhould be disbanded or diſcharged, might be exc- 
ted to {edition by their age, or neceſſity, he aſſigned 
to every one of them a prectſe allowance as a re- 
ward according to the ſeveral times and qualities of 
their ſervices;and that the proviſion for them might 
-be eaſie and perpetual,. he eſtabliſhed a Treaſury for 
the Army, and impoſed new Tributes for their main- 
tenance: For his more ſpeedy advertiſement of oc- 
currences.inhis. Provinces, he firſt of all laid cer- 


= tne oe 


tain young men of his Army upon all great Roads, L 
- who beingon foot, and at no great diſtance, ranto }' 
one another like ſo many foot Poſts with the News. 


Afterwards he ſet up a ſort of flying Chariots, as 


dging them more Commodious in this reſpect, Þ 


becauſe beſides that the Expedition, and arrival 
of Letters was greatcr this way, he had the advan- 


tage alſo of interrogating,and diſcouriing more par- Þ 
| ticularly Þ 
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fieatarly with the Meſlengers, if occaſion required. 
T* $0. In his Patents, Letters, Writs, and all his 

ifdatches he made uſe at firſt of a Seal with the im- 

on of a Sphinx, afterwards he had the image 
Alexander the Great, and laſt of his own 
raven by the hand of Dzaſcorides, with which his 
ceſſors ſigned alſo for a conſiderable time : he 
was ſo punctual in the dating of his Letters, that he 
down uſyally the very minute not ofthe day on- 
, but the night wherein they were ſigned. 
' 51. Of his Clemencyand Moderation, there are 


Jons of the meaner ſort of people) had greatly of- 
ended him ; the firſt Moving _obite'd a mo de- 
famatory Epiſtle againſt him in the name of young 
Aerippa, and the ks declar'd boldly at 2 fu 
lick entertainment, That he neither wanted will, nor 
courage to deſtroy him; he contented himſeltto lay 
amoderate Fine upon the one, anda gentle Baniſh- 
-ment upon the other: On a particular day of hear- 
Ings Ami eElanus of Corduba being accus'd & 
'mong(t other things, of ſpeaking irreverently of 
Ceſar, He in a pretended fury turn'd to the in- 
former, and ſaid, 7 wiſh you couldprove it with all my 
" heart, if you did, I wonld make Elianus know I hav#a 
- tongue 4s well a4 be, and could ſay twice as much of him; 
and reſenting it no further, he never inquired into 
It afterwards. Tiberixs alſo aggravating the fai 
*Wſolence ina Letter to him, and preſſing himwn 
"More violence to the vindication of his honour, he 
teturn'd him.this anſwer, Do mor (-y Tiberius) a 
| ghlge the paſſion of your years, too wuch in this Caſe, 


nor 
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nor be too much concern'd;, if there be a man found 
which ſpeaks ill of me, we are happy enough if our Cond. 
tion be ſuch that he can do us no harm. 

52. Heunderſtood very well that Temples had 
been conſecrated even to Proconſuls, yet innone of 
his Provinces could he be brought to accept that ho. 
nour, unleſs in the Common Name of Rome and 
himſelf, and in Rome he abſolutely refuſed it. Nay 
his modeſty went yet farther, and thoſe Statues of 
Silver which had been ſet up for him, he cauſed to 
be melted down, and ſold, and Tables of Gold 
bought with the Money,and dedicated to Apollo Pa- 
latinus, When the people not only offer*d,but preſs'd 
and importuned him to take the DiCtatorſhip upon 
him, he fell down upon his knees, caſt his Gown 
from his ſhoulders, uncover'd his Breaſt, and with 
all poſibledeprecation, deſired to be excuſed. 

53. Hehad alwayes ſo great an averſion to the 
Title of Lord, that helook*d upon it as a reproach, 
As he was at a Comedy one day, theſe words were 
pronounc'd ; O moſt Gentle and moſt Gracious Lord! 
whuch the people taking with an alluſion as applica- 
ble to him applauded exceedingly : but he rebuk*d 
their flatteries forthwith by theſigns of his hand and 
forehead, and the next day reproved them more 
particularly in a ſevere Edict exhibited on purpoſe, 
forbidding himſelf to be called Domizas either in jeſt 
or earneſt,even by his own Children and Grandchil- 
dren,amongſt whomalſo he prohibited thoſe appel- 
lations. So great was his modeſty and goodneſs to 
his Subjects, that he very rarely entred, or departed 
from any City or Town, but in the Evening or in 
the night, on purpoſe to excuſe their formalities 
and attendance. In his Conſulſhip he went com- 
monly on foot, out of his Conſulſhip, in a cloſe 


Chair 
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Chair or Sedan. He was ſo affable, that he admit- 
ted the ſalutations of the meaneſt ofthe people, and 
received their Petitions with ſuch alacrity and plea- 
fantneſs, that *tis reported he merrily reprehended » 
one that preſented him his requeſt ſomething timo- 
rouſly, by ſaying, That he had delivered his Petition to 
him, as he had been preſenting ſomething to an Elephant. 
On the dayes the Senate ſate,he never ſaluted any of 
them but in the Senate, and then, as they were fit- 
ting he ſpake to them all by their ſeverak Names 
without the aſliſtance of a Prompter, and at his de- 
ture he took his leave in the ſame order. He per- 
ormed mutual offices of Friendſhip and Kindneſs 
with ſeveral perſons, aſſiſting at all their Solemni- 
ties till he began to be in years, and was unable to 
endure the incommodities ofa Crowd, as he found 
by experience upon one of the Sponſal dayes. Gallus 
Terrinius a Senator, being taken ſuddainly blind and 
reſolving to ſtarve himſelf to death becauſe he had 
no hopes of recovery, though his familiarity with 
him was but ſmall, yet he went to him himſelf, and 
by the kindneſs my efficacy of his perſwaſtons di- 
yerted him from thoſe thoughts. 

54. As he was ſpeaking one day in the Senate, he 
was interrupted by one who told him, He underſtood 
him not,and another that ſaid He would contr aditt him 
if be were his Equal. As he was going out of the Coun- 
cil being offended with their tedious and imperti- 
nentaltercations,he was ſtayed by ſome perſons who 
told him ; That the Senators ought to have their liber 
whilſt they were ſpeakin of the Common Wealth. Az- 
tiſtues Labeo, atan Election (in which every Sena- 
* tor named his man) having ele&ted AL. Lepidus an 
Enemy to Auguſtus of old, and at that time in ba- 
mſhment, being ask*'d by Arguſtus If he could find 


no 
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no better 4 man than he? he teplyed ; every man had 
hiwewn judgment, nor was this boldneſs, and conty. 
racy revenged uponany of them. 

55 He was ſo much unconcern'd with Libels ant 
Lampons which were thrown about the Court, and 
Cook ſolittle careto refute them, that he did not fg 
much as enquire into the Authors ; only this or: 
der he made, That for the future, Cognizance 
fhould be taken of all ſuch as under pretended 
hatiies, exhibited Libels or Verſes to the infamie anc 
diſparagement of any man ; and having been hint 
| flf provok'd by the fawcy and reflexive jeſts of 
ſome, he anſwer'd them by publiſhing a Reman 


ſtratice to the contrary ; nevertheleſs when the S& 
nate were about reſtraining the hc liberty whick | 


was taken by Perſons in their Wills, he oppoſtd 
himſelf againſt it. 


$5. As often as he was preſent at any aſſembly for 


the Election of Magiſtrates, he went about through. 


_ his Tribes with the Candidares in his Company, re: 
commending them to their choiſe in the uſual man: 

ner. He gave his own ſuffrage likewiſe in his Tribes, 

as he had been one of the people. When he appeare 


asa Witneſs in any Judicial Court, he ſuffer*d Him: | 


ſelf not only to be interrogated, but croſt and con- 
tradifted in hisdepoſitions : He was ſo great an E 


nemy to violence, that he choſe rather to by} 


fs Hall of Juſtice too narrow and ſtrait, thanto'd 
poſſeſs his refractory Neighbours of their Proprie- 
ies. He never recommended his qwn Sons to the 
people, but with this condition; If they ſhall deſerve. 
n they were Children, and in their Robes bor- 


der*d with Purple, coming ititoa Play, the whole | 


houſe roſe up, and clapt their hands in demonſtra- 
tionoftheir reſpet, but Anguftas took it ſo ill, he 
com 


| 
| 
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= of it asan offence. How great and'po- 


nt ſoever his Favourites were in Rome, he would 
-not allow them more priviledge than the reſt,. nor 
hops means exempt them from the Judiciary 
ws. Aſprenas Nontns, his intimate Friend being 
ccuſed for poyſoning a Man, by Caſſius Severus, att 
make his defence, Azguſts conſulted the Senate 
pw he was to comport himſelf in the Caſe ; For 
fad he, if I appear for him, I ſhall perhaps wreſt a Mit 
fattor out of the hands of the Law,. if I do not, 1 
* maybe thought to have abandon'd my Friend, aud Cork 
demi d him before his Fudges. Upon the which he 
n'd himſelf by advice of them all, inthe low 
xats, where he ſat ſtil! for ſeveral hours ſilently; 
without ſo muchas one word in his Commendation, 
Fong) it was uſual in ſuch Caſes. He a Pncd 
$an Advocate for his Clients, amonglt the reſt hi 
* defended one of his old Souldiers in an ation of the 
Caſe brought againſt him. Ofall the Criminals and 
accuſed perſons in his time, he reſcued but ime 
- whoſe name was Caftricius, by whoſe means he had 
diſcover'd the Conſpiracy of Murena; nor did he 
* preſerve him by any other way, than by his entrea- 
ties, with which he ſo mollified the heart of his Ae- 
cuſer in the preſence of the Judges, that he with- 
'drew his Proceſs, and deſilted. | 
57. How grateful, and Amiable theſe qualities 
made him to the people, it is no hard matter to ima- 
gine. I omit the honours decreed him by the Senate, 
as things which may be ſuppoſed the effets-either 
- of force, or flattery ; it is ſufficient to ſay, thar the 
! & or andGentlemen of Rome, of their own pro- 


motions, and by common conſent, did annu 
* Eclebrate his Birth, with two whole dayes ſolemnt1- 
"ty: And allthe Orders of the City beſides, caſt If 
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tle pieces of Money into Certius his Lake, paying 
their Vows thereby for the proſperity of Auguſtus, 
On the Calends of Zammary alſo, (though he way 
abſent himſelf ) they offered thewr New-years-gifts 
to him in the Capitol, with which moneys he bought 
his moſt ſtately Images of the Gods, and dedicated 
them in every quarter of the Town, as particularly 
the Statues of Apollo Sandaltarins, Fupiter Tragadus, 
, and others, His Palace on Mount Palatine being 
burnt to the ground, the Souldiers, the Lawyers,the 
Tribes, and all forts of people whatever, coutri- 
buted perſonally and voluntarily according to their 
abilities, to the building 1t again : But Auguſtus 
would not make uſe of half that they brought in. 
Whea he return'd out of any Province, he wasre- 
cely'd not only with acclametions and good wiſhes, 
but with Mulick and Songs; and one thing more 
was conltantly obſerv'd, there was never any Exe- 
cution on the day he entred into Rome. 

_ 58. By an univerſal and unexpected concurrence 
of all people, he had the Title given him of Father 
of his Countrey. The Commons gave it him firſt in 
an Embaſlie to Antium, but having refus'd it there, 
the multitude got together in great numbers, with 
Crowns of Laurel upon their heads, and faluted 
him with it again in Rome as he was going into the 
Theatre; after this the Senate did the ſame in their 
Court, not by decree, or acclamation, but by the 
mouth of Yalerizs Meſſala, who was commanded in 
the name of the whole Senate, to deliver himſelf to 
Auguſtus 1n theſe words : The Senate by unanimous 
Mes Soy and the concurrence of the People of Rome, 
ſalutes you ( Cxiar Augultus) with the Title of, 
PATER PATRIZ@, wiſhing all ſort of felicty 
both to you and your Family,” andin doing ſo, they wiſh ' 
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perpetual felicity to the Commonwealth. To which he 
replyed, with tears in his eyes, in theſe words; 
(for I have ſet down both 2Meſſala's meſſage, and 
his anſwer in terminis) Gentlemen I am now maſter 
of my wiſhes;, what retains for me to implort of the 
Gods, but that I may continue in your affettion and good 
twill to the end of my dayes ? | | 

59. Asa further inſtance of their tenderneſs to 
his Perſon, by a voluntary contribution they erect- 
eda Statue of Braſs, and plac'd it by the Image of 
eAſculapins,in honour to Antonius Muſaa Phylician, 
by whoſe means he had recover'd of a moſt dan- 
gerous fit of ſickneſs: Some Citizens there were 
Who left it asa charge upon their Helrs in their” 
. Wills, that they ſhould carry ViCEtims into the Ca- 
pito!, and Sacrifice them there, with a writing be- 
fore them, declaring thoſe Vows to be perform'd in 
- gratitude to the Gods, for having graciouſly per- 
- mitted them 7o leave Cxſar Auguſtus behind them, 
Some Cities in /taly began their years on the day he 
came firſt amongſt them : But moſt of the Pro- 
{ vinces, beſides Altars and Temples erected to his 
memory, almoſt in every Town inſtituted Games 
and Playes, which they celebrated every hve years 
to his honour, 

60. The Kings his Friends and Confederates; 
every one in his own Kingdom, builta City and 
called it Ceſaria; beſides which, by common con- 
fent, and at the common charge, they agreed to 
hniſh the Temple of Fupiter Olympicus,, begun of old 
at Athens, and to dedicateit to his Genius. Nay ſo 
great was their Reverence for him, that they keft 
'their == many times to do him honour, and 
attended himas Clients in their long Robes, with 
out any of their Enſigns of Regality; notonly in 

I Rome "| 
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Rome , but in his Viſitations thorow his -Pro- 
VINCES. 

61, Having repreſented him in his Magiſtracies, 
and publick Adminiſtrations both in Peace and 
War, I ſhall now relate his more familiar and pri- 
vate Converſation, his manners, conduct and for- 
tune at hone, from his minority to his death. He 
loſt his Mother in his firſt Conſulſhip ; his Siſter 
Octavia in the 54. year of his age ; and having per= 
form'd to them all the good offices of a Son, and 
Brother, whillt they were living, he did.them all 
poſlible honours when they were dead. 

62: When he was but a Youth he was con- 
tracted to the Daughter of Servilius Iſauricus, after. 
wards the firſt differences being compos'd betwixt 
himand Anton, both Armies preſſing them toan 
Union by ſome neajer Alliance, he took Claudia 
(the Daughter-in-law of Antoni, which his Wife 
Fulvia had had formerly by P. Clodzxs ) to his Wife, 
though 21e was ſcarce Marriageable at that time z 
but new controverſies ariſing betwixt him and his 
Mother-in-law Falvia, he ſent home her Daughter 
untouch'd and a Virgin as ſhe came: Then he 
married Scribonia, the Widdow of two perſons both 
of them of Conſular dignity, and by one of thenſa 
Mother ; but being tired out (as hewrites himſelf) 
with the perverſcneſs of her humour, he turn'd her 
away, and being enamoured of Livia Druſilla, the 
Wit: of Tiberius Nero, then with child, he took her 
from him by force, married her, and loved her en- 
tirely to the laſt. 

'63. By Scribenia he had Fulia, by Lavia nothing, 


though he did earneſtly deſire it ; true it is, ſhe was 
once with child, but miſcarried. He married his Þ 


Paughter Fla firſt to Marcell the Son of his Siſter 
| | Ott aviay 
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Oftavia, when he was ſcarce got out of his Child- 
hood. When he died, he married her again to 
M. Azrrippa, by the conſent of his Siſter, with whont 
he had prevailed to give him her Son-in-law, for 
Azrippa was at that time married to one of the 
Marcella Daughter to Oftavia, and:had children by 
her. He being dead alfo, he was a long time anding 
out a new Husband for his Daughter, amongſt al 
the Knights and Gentlemen of Rome; at laſt ha- 
ving pitch'd upon Tiberius his Wifes, Son, he forc'd 
him to leave his old Wife (though he had had ſeve- 
ral children by her, and ſhe was' theri with child.) 
M. Antonius writes, That Auguſtus promis'4 his 
Daughter Julia firſt to his Son Antonius, next to Cotis 
King of the Getz, at which time he alſo was in Treaty 
for the Kings Daughter: | 

64:. By Agrippa and Falia he had three Grand- 
Sons, Cams, Lucius, and Agrippa; and two Grand- 
Daughters, Fulia and Agrippina: Fulia he married 
'to L. Paulxs the Cenſors Son, and ' Aprippina to » 
* Germanicus his Siſters Grand-fon: Having bought 
them of their Father Avrippa, he adopted Cams and 
Lucius into his own Family, and (thongh as then 
they were but\young) he imploy'd them in pub- 
lick affairs; deſigned them Conſuls, and gave theut 
the Command of Provinces and Armies. His daugh- 
ter and her Children he brought up with that ſeve- 
rity, they were taught to Spin, and forbidden 
either to ſpeak or do any thing but in publick, arf 
what might be afterwards recorded in their me- 
mories. He prohibited all Strangers from having 
acceſs to them alſo , whereupon he writ a Letrer 
Co L. Tucinius, a comely young Gentleman, to this 
;purpoſe, That he had not done handſomely in going 
Jo Bayas to give his daughter a viſt. He was his 
I z Granu- 
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Grandſons Tutor himſe]f, and taught them not 
only to ſwim, but all theRudimenrs of Learning 
but his greateit endeavour was to make them write * 
his Character, and imitate his hand. 

65. He never eat but his Grandchildren were 
ſitting at the lower end of the Bed; nor took a 
journey, but he had them either before him in a 
Chariot, or about him on Horſe-back : But though 
he promis'd himſelf much happineſs from his Iſſue, 
and the gravity of their Education, his fortune de- 
ceiv'd him in all ; For his Daughter 7a, and her 
Daughter,(havingabandon'd themſelves to all ſorts 
of infamy and 'wickedneſs) he was conſtrain'd to 
baniſh ; in erghveen months time he loſt Cars and 
Lucius, Cains dying 1n Lycia, Lucius at Marſelles: 
After which he adopted Azrippa, his third Grand- 
ſon, and T berius,his Wives Son,in a Publick Aſſem- 
bly of the people, by an Act of the Curie: But 
Azrippa proving of aſordid and furious diſpoſition, 
he turned him off again ina ſhort time, and con- 
fin'd him to Swrrentum; taking the deaths of his 
Grandchildren with much more patience,than their 
debaucherics. The misfortunes of Cains and Lucius 
he endur'd with ſome moderation ; but his Daugh- 
ters diſhonour went ſo near his heart, he could not 
forbear complaining of it to the Senate, though he 
were out: of Town, in a Letter, which was read 
publickly by the Qzeſtor or Chancellour. In this 
melancholy, he not only retir'd himſelf a long 
time from all converſation, but he had thoughts 
alſo ſometimes of putting her todeati ; and under- 
ſtanding that Phebe (one of his Daughters Confi- 
dents.) had hang'd her ſelf, he proteſted openly, 
That he had rather have been Phabe*s Father, than 
Julia's, Having baniſh'd her, he forbad her the - 
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of Wine, and all forts of delicacy whatſoever, 
either in diet or cloths: He permitted no perſon 
of what condition ſoever to come- near her, with- 
out his knowledge both of their age, ſtature, com- 
plexion, and the very private marks or ſcars of 
their bodies. At length, after he had kept her five 
years confin'd in an Iſland, he removed her into the 
Continent, where ſhe was treated with ſomewhat 
leſs ſeverity than before; but he could never be 
perſwaded to bring her back to Rome, as often and 
as carneitly as the people interceded, he ſtopping 
their mouths with this imprecation, 1 wiſh you had 
all ſich Daughters and Wives, The child which 
was born of his Grandchild Tulia after ſhe was 
condemned, he would neither own, nor bring up: 
Agrippa in ſtzad of becoming more trattable, grow- 
ing every day wilder than other, hetranſported him | 
allo into an Iſland, clapt Guards upon him, and by 
a Decree of the Senate prevaiPd to-have him kept 
therefor ever. 'As oftenas any mention was made 
of him, or the Fulzaes, he was: wont with a moſt 
profound ſigh to break out into this expreſſion, 
Would to God I had lived without a Wife, or dyed 
without Children ! Nor did he call them ordinarily 
by any. other name, than his three bzles 'Or 3m- 
poſthumes. © 
© 66. His friendſhip was not eaſtly acquired, but 
*when once contraCted, it was conſtant and firm : 
He wag not only an hoftourer of the deſerts and 
virtues 'of his-friends, but a patient endurer of thetr 
-infirmities,' if they did not 'exceed, For of ali the 
'number of his friends, there 1s ſcarce any to be 
found ill treated by him, unleſs it be Salvidienus 
Rufus, whom he had rais'd tothe very Conſulſhip, 
and Cornelius Galles to the Government of Evypr, 

T4 and 


118 The Life of Auguſtus Czſar. 


and both of them from mean and inconſiderable 


fortunes : Having diſcover'd Rufus deſigning new 


troubles, and endeavouring once more to involve 
the. Commonwealth, - he deliver*'d him up to the 
Senate, to be condemned; and the other for his 
contumacy and ingratitude, he turn'd out of his 
Province, and forbad him his Houſe ; who bein 
by the depoſitions of his accuſers, and the decrees 
of the Senate, reduc'd into ſo deſperate condition 
that he made himſelf away, Auguſtus was ſo ſenſi- 
ble of their zeal, that he gave them thanks for the 
piety of their indignation, but complain'd of his 
misfortune withal, That he was the only perſon, 
which had not liberty to be @nery with his friends ta 
what degree he pleas'd himſelf. The reſt of his Fa- 
vourites, every one 11 his ſeveral order and degree, 
flouriſh'd in honour and riches to the end of their 
lives,. yet not without ſome fits and intermiſſions of 
his diſpleaſure. He was much troubled at the want 
of patience in Agrippa, -and the want of reſerved- 
neſs and taciturnity in arcellss ; Agrippa having 
forſaken all, and retir'd im great melancholy to 
Mitilyne, upon a bare ſuſpicion that Auguſtus 
Jook'd ſowr upon him, and had more kindneſs for 
Marcellus, and Marcellus having diſcover'd the 
detection of Murena's Conſpiracy to his Wite 
Terentia. He required Teſtimonies 'of the affecti- 
oh and beneyolence of his friends, not only whilſt 
they were living, but dead : For though he was 
not infected with Covetouſneſs at all, nor was ever 
known to make adyantage of the Legacics of a 
friend, yet he had a ſtrift and moroſe regard al- 
wayes to their laſt Wills and Teſtaments, con- 
Ccelving much joy or diſpleaſure, according as they 
had expreſs'd their eſteem of him therein, If any 
Parents 


— 


- 65 Fw AH ww 


WWE CM Les TRL'S TUE RE EE OR © 


The Life of Auguſtus Czfar. 119 


' Parents (which had Children alive) did at any 
time leave hima Legacy, or part of their Inhert- 
tance, he either return'd it immediately to their 
Children, or if they were too young to receive It, 
he kept it till they were of competent age, till the 
day they put on their virile Robes, or were. married, 
and then deliver'd it with a con{iderable addition 
of his own. 

67. As to his Domeſticks he was no leſs a ſe- 
yere than a gentle Maſter ; he conferr'd very ho- 
nourable imployments upon ſeveral. of his Free- 
men, as upon Licimins Enceladus, and others: 
Coſmusa Servant of his having ſpoken very ill of 
him, he contented himfelf with having him clapt 
4nto Irons: He choſe rather to jeſt and make ſport 
with the timidity of Diomedes his Steward, than to 
impute 1t to any malicious deſign,, when walking 
with him alone, a Wild-Boar coming ſuddenly 
upon them, Dzomedes to ſecure himſelf, made bold 
to thruſt his Maſter to the Boar; a buſineſs of no 
{mall danger and preſumption, yet being ex tempore 
and undefigned ,. he imputed it to his'fear, and 
turned all into mirth : But Proculxs (a freed per- 
ſon, and one of his Favourites) eſcap'd not fo well, 
for having been accus'd and convict of Adultery 
with Ladies of Quality, he caus'd him to be put 
to death. Thallus (his Amanuenlis,) diſcovering 
,one of his Letters for 500 denarii, , had his legs 
broke by his order. The Governovr and other 
attendants of his Son Cams, having behaved them- 
ſelves infolently upon the report of his ſickneſs and 
death, and committed many outrages: ip+ his Pro- 
vince, he caus'd them to have weights put about 
their necks, and to be thrown headlong into a 
| River, | 
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68. In his youth he had variety of ſcandals which 
fay heav Fy upon him : Sex. Pompeins upbraided him 


with effeminacy; 44. Antonius afftirm*d publickly, 
that he had never been in that favour, nor adopted 
by his Uncle, had he not been his proſtitute : > And 
Lucius, the Brother of Marcus, ſpared not to dis 

vulge,' that Ceſar having deflowr'd him firſt, he 
ſold the remainder of his modeſty for three hun 

dred thouſand Sefterces, to A. Hirtius in Spain; 

and that he was wont to ſcorch his legs with hot 
nuts, to make the hair come the ſofter, and more 
delicate. The people allo being aflc mbled toge- 

ther at a' Comedy or Stage-Play, not only inter- 
preted to his diſhonour, but by uranimous conſent 
applauded an expreſſion ſpoken of a Prieſt of 
(Cibele) the Mother of the' Gods, playing upon 
his Timberel, as if it had been ſpoken of him : The 
words were theſe, and molt of them ambignous: $5 


V -Aeſue ut Cinoedus Wes divito temperet ? 


See how this Catamite governs the Orb with one 


fi ner. 


69. That he was given to Adultery, is a thing ſo 
clear, his very friends could not deny; all the 
could do was to mollifie and excuſe it, by retens 
ng thar what he did was not out of Luſt, but for 
certan reaſons of State, his deſign being i in inft- 
nuating with the Wives, to diſcover the plots and 
Practices of their Husbands.- 2. Antorius (be- 
Tides his' precipitate marriage -with Za) re- 
»proach'd him for having taken the Wife of a 
p2rſon which had heen-Conſnl, ont of the Dining- 
room before his face, and .cairying her into his Bed- 


Chamber, | 
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Chamber, from whence after ſome time he brought 
her -back again to the Banquet, with her ears all 
red, and her hair in diſorder. For having put away 
Scribonta, b<cauſe ſhe reſented the authority and 
reputation of one of his Concubines too much. 
For having imploy'd his friends to make bargains 
for him, to enquire him out Virgins, and Matrons, 
who were to be be ſtript, and expos'd naked to their 
view, as if Thoranixs had fold them, who 'made 1t 
his Trade, Moreover, before he had declar'd 
himſelf his enemy, he writ to him merrily and 
familiarly in this manner : What #s it hath alter*d 
ou ? 1s it that Thye with a Queen? ſhe is my Wife, 
and that can be no news, for I have been married this 
nine years: Let me ack you one Queſtion;, Do you tlye 
with no body but Drufilla? JAay you be happy as 
certainly when you have read this Letter, as you have- 
k;ſd Tertulla, Terentilla, Rufilla, or Salvia Titiſce- 
ma, or all of them; for what matter where, or who s 
your Miſtreſs ? 

70.” There was a ſtory alſo of a Supper he made 
privately for twelve of his friends, which was 
called the Supper of the Twelve Gods; in which 
the perſons invited appear'd in the habits of Gods 
and Goddeſſes, himſelf repreſenting Apollo: And 
with this he is charg'd not only by the Epiltles 
of Antonius, in which the very names of the 
Gueſts are moſt invectively enumerated, but 
by theſe Verſes alſo, - better known than their 
Author. 


Cum primum tſtorum conduxit menſa choragum, 
Sexque dros vidit MVallia, fexque deas : 
Impia dum Pha Ceſar mendacia ludit, 
Dum nova arvorum canat adulteria : 


Omnia 
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Omnma ſe 4 terrss tunc Numina declinarunt, © 
Fugit & anratos Fuptter ipſe Thronos. 


When firſt the Habits *gainſt this feaſt were hired, 
And Mallia ſaw twice told ſix Deities, 

Whilſt Czſar to Apollo's Part aſpir'd 
And to Re-att their old Adulteries : 

The Gods deteſting ſuch profane deſignes | 
Forſook, the Earth, and Jove the Gilded ſhrines, 


The noiſe of this Supper was mnch augmented by 
anaccidental icarcity of proviſions in the City at 
that time, in ſo much that the next morning it was 
cryed publickly up and down the Streets, T hat the 
Gods had devour'd all the Corn, That Cxzſar was 
turn'd Apollo deed, but it was Apollo Tortor, by 
. which Title he was then worſhip'd 1n a certain place 
of the City. He was famous alſo for his immaderate 
deſire of rich houſhold-ſtuff, Corinthian Veſlels, 
and being immoderately given to play : and.in'the 
time of his proſcription, this ſarcaſme was writ un 
der his Statue, 


Pater Argentarius, ego Cormthiarius, 


To deal in money was my F athers Fate, 
And mine as much i rich Corinthian Plate. 


Becauſe it is ſuppoſed ſeveral perſons were foiſt- 
ed into the number of the proſcrib'd, for their Plate 
only. Afterwards during the Wars in Szcily this 
Epigram was made of him, and diſpers'd, 


Poſt quam bis claſſe vitus naves perdidit, 
Aliquands ut vincat, ludit aſſidue aleam. 


After 
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After bis Fleet at Sea, twice loſt had been, 
He fell to play, that he might ſometimes win. 


71. But theſe Crimes, or Aſperſions (as you 
pleaſe) he calily refuted, The ſcandal of Proſtituti- 
.on, by the continued chaſtity of his life; The ma- 
litious ſlander of coveting rich houſhold-ſtuft, by kis 
comportment at the taking of, Alexandria, where 
of all the Queens furniture, he detained only one 
Porcelan Cup, and melted down all the Golden 
Vellels, though never ſo uſeful. ' To Women in- 
deed he was ſomething addicted, and afterwaids 
as is reported.,to deflowring of Virgins,to which hu- 
mour his Wife was fo indulgent, ſhe fought him 
ofit Maids her ſelf where ever ſhe could find them. 
The report of his playing at dice, concerned him 
not at ail, he continned that cuſtome till he was an 
old man, playing openly, and fairly, for his re- 
creation, and no otherwiſe, not only in December, 
' but upon other holy days, and working days as he 
_ This appears bya letter under his own 

and. My Tiberws, (ſays he) I ſupp'd among ſt the 
perſons you wot off, to which Vinicius, ' and Silvius the 
Father, added themſebues; Betwixt the Courſes we 
play'd, hke old Gamtiſters both yeſterday aid to day. 
T he. Dice being thrown, as every man threw the chances 
Cants,or Sento, he depoſited as many denzers as there were 
ſpots, all which he that threw Venns carry'd away. And 
12 another he writes; Ay dear Tiberius,we have paſt 
the Feaſt of Minerva, with pleaſure enough, Weplayd 
at Dice every day to ſome tune, Your Brother kept 4 
mighty ſtir, and was very obſtreperons, but at laſt he 
came off pretty well, having recovered himſelf ſtrangely, 
' gndbeyond expettation ;, I loſt 20000 Seſterces out of 

my ” Purſe, but my liberality augmented it, as it 
.  #ſually, 
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uſually does : had I not remitted what was loſt to me, 
and kept what I gave away, I had been winner above 
50000. But "tis better as it is, For my bounty will exalt 
me to the Heavens themſelves. And ina Letter to his 
Daughter thus, I have ſext you two hundred and fifty 
Deniers, the ſame ſum I have given to the reſt of my 
gueſts, That they may play during the Collation at Dice, 
or any other game as they pleaſe. 

72. Thereit of his life was very continent, and 
virtuous, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of any wicked: 
neſs at all. His firit habitation was near the Forum 
Romanum above the Anulary jt airs, in a houſe which 
formerly belonged to: Calvaus the Orator. After: 
wards he lay indeed in the Palatizm, but it was in 
a little houſe of Hortenſins his, conſiderable neither 


in its capacity nor furniture; the Galleries 


being very ſhort, the Pillars of a ſoft Albane ſtone, 
and the Rooms of State quite without any Marble, 
or extraordinary pavement: For forty years toge- 
ther and more, he lay in one Chamber both Winter 
and Summer, Thotigh he found the air of the City 
did not agree with him in the Winter, yet he con- 
tinued in the City all rhe Winter. When he had 
any thing to do 1n private, and no mind to be 1inter- 
rupted, he retired to a private place a top on his 


' houſe (which he called Syracuſe, and Technophyon,) 


or elie to ſome of the Houſes of his Liberty a little 
way. ont of Town. But it he was ſick, he lay con- 


ſtantly in the houſe of Mecenas. Of all his houſes 


.of pleaſure, he had moſt inclination to thoſe which 


{toodupon the Sea,. as inthe Iſles of Campania, ot 
elſe the Towns near Rome, as Lanuuvtum, Preneſte, 
- and Twwxr, when headminiſtred juſtice very often 


in the Portico of the Temple of Hercules. Large 
and .Magnificent Palaces he affected not at all. 


That JF 
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That which his Grand-child 7al;a had built at a pro- 
digious expence, he pull'd down to the ground, 
His own were but moderate, and not ſo much beau- 
tined with Statucs or Pictures, as accommodated 
with Cloiſters and Groves, and ſometimes with 
antiquitics, and rarities, as the valt members of 
certain wild Beails and Fiſhes found in tie ifles of 
Capre, which were of ſo exceeding a dimenſion, 
they are reported to be the bones of Gyants, and 
the arms of the old. Zoroes in antient times. 

73. Hispacrlmony in the goods and furniture of 
his houſe is evident at this day by the Beds and Ta- 
bles he left behind him, which for the moſt part are 
not rich enough for a private perſon of any virtue or 
curioſity. His own bed 1s reported to be low and 
"mean, and but indiffterently furniſhed. His cloaths 
were commonly home-ſpun, and made either by his 
Wife, his Daughter or Grand-daughter. His 
Robes were of an indifferent ſize, neither too ſcan- 
ty nor large, and the ſtuds neither too broad, nor 
too narrow. His ſhooes were ſomething higher than 
ordinary, that he might appear taller than he was. 
In ſhort his cloths and his ſhoes both lay alwaies 
ready in his Chamber, for him to put on upon any 
ſudden and unexpected occaſion, 

74. He treated very often,always with ſet feaſts, 
to which none were invited but perſons of Eminence 
either for their virtue or quality. Yalerins Meſſala 
reports that never any of his Libertines were ad- 
mitted to his Table, but Mena only, and that af- 
ter he had given him his freedom for betraying 
Sextus Pompein* his Fleet. Yet he ſays himſelf he 
invited a perſon in whoſe houſe he had lain for- 
merly in the Country, who had been once of his 
Guards ; He came to the Table himſelf ſometimes 
very 
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very late, and leftit ſometimes as early; the Gueſty 
fallin& to many times before he came, and conti. 
nuing at itafter he was gone. His' ordinary pro. 
viſion was but three diſhes commonly, upon extra. 
ordinary occaſion he exceeded to fix : but the coſt 
lineſs of the diſhes recommended not the Feaſt, {6 
much as the familiarity and pleaſantneſs of the 
Maſter. Being facctious himſelf, and a great loyer 
of mirth, he would defire ſuch as he ſaw whiſper, 
to ſpeak out, and let him participate of their con- 
verſe. He had always Players, and Buffons, or 
elſe Aſtrologers, or ſuch kind of people, out of the 
Circus, who fat at his Table, and many times Pe- 
dants and Pai adoxical Philoſophers, to make him 
ſport, 

75. His Feſtivals and Solemn days he celebra- 
ted moſt commonly with great profuſeneſs, but 
ſometimes with mirth only. At the Saturnaka, aud 
when elſe he pleas'd, hediſtributed gifts amongſt 
the people, ſometimes Apparel, Gold, or Silver, 
otherwhiles Money of all impreſſions, as the Coins 


of antient Kings, and foreign pieces; at other Þ 
times nothing but hair-Cloath;Sponges,Oven-poles, Þ 


Pincers, and ſuch kind of Trifles, with obſcure and 
ambiguous inſcriptions. He took delight alſo in 
making a kind of a Lottery (at his Entertain 
ments) of ſeveral things of different value, and to 
ſell Pictures by the backſide, that ſo by the un- 
certainty of their fortune, he might make himſelf 
merry at the felicity or diſappointment of the 
buyer; and that every one might have his part 
either of good luck or bad, he order'd the Lottery 
-to be carried from one Bed to another, and every 
body to take his fortune, 


76. I muſt not forget his Diet, which was uſu- | 


ally 
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part of it, which ſometimes took him up a good 
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| ally but ſmai], and very coarſe : He loved Houſ: 
* bold Bread, little Fiſhes, new Cheeſe, green Figgs, 


and eſpecially ſuch as bear twice a year ; and ted 


\ betwixt meals, where and at what time fſocver his 


ſtomach required. In one of his Epiſtles le writes 
thas ; Whilſt we were in our Chariot, we eat Bread 
and Dates, Again; In my Litter as I was paſſing 


from the Court to myown houſe, I maae bold with abokt 


an ounce of Bread, and a few ſbarp Grapes. And in 
another 5 Tie-Few himſelf, my Tiberius, keeps ot 
the Sabbath ſo ſtritty, as I have done this day, having 
eat only two mouthfulls of Bread in the Bath, and that 
at ſeven a clock_at night, whilſt they were preparing 
their ſweet Oyntments for me. In this inditterency 
of Diet he ſupp*d alone many times, before or after 
the Feaſt; at which he was preſent ſtill, though he 
eat nothing at the Table. | 

77. He was naturally no great friend to Wine ; 
if we may believe Cornelins Nepos, he drank but 
three times at one Supper during the whole Leaguer 
before Modena: in his greateſt exceedings he 
drank not above ſix ſextants;, if he ventur'd farther, 


* it was ſure tocome upagain. He delighted moſt 


in the Rhetian Wine, but ſeldom drank any of it 
ia the day time. To quench his thir(t. he rook 
omcnly a piece of bread ſoak'd in cold water, 
apiece of a Cucumber, the top of a Lettice, orelſe 
a freſhPearmain. 

78. After dinner he took his repoſe for a while, 
1n his Cloths and Shooes as he was, with his feet 
well cover'd, and his hand before his eyes. After 
Supper he withdrew into a little Clofſet or Study, 
where he remain'd till he had finiſh'd the remain» 
der of that days journal, or at leaſt the greateſt 


part 
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part of thenight. From 'thence he went to. Bed; 
where at moſt he flept but ſeven hours, and that 
not continually, but with three or four interrupt 
ons; if he could not ſkkep again, as it happened 
ſometimes, he calPd for people to read by him, or 
entertain him with ditcourſe till he fell into a 
ſlumber, which laſted perhaps till after break of 
day. He never lay awake in the dark, but he had 
one ſitting by him, and was much dilcompos'd if 
he had not his ſleepin the morning. If his affairs 
or devotions obliged him to wake ſooner than or- 
dinary, to avoid that inconvenience, he would re: 


poſe himſcliin the next Cnamber which belong'd | 


to any of his Domelticks; and fometimes being 


ſleepy in earneit, he would cauſe his Litter to be ſet: 


down, and take anapin the ſtreets. 

79. He was of an excellent proportion, and 
cuntinued handſome to the laſt, but fo negligent 
' and incurious in his dreſs, that he made uſe of 
ſeveral Barbers at once in a huddle, having his 
Beard ſometimes clipt, ſometimes ſhay'd, and he 
either reading or writing all the time: Whilſt he 


was either ſpeaking, or tilent, he had ſuch aquiet-, 


neſs and ſerenity m his countenance, that one of 


the great Lordsof the Gauls confels'd amongit his * 


friends, that that alone had mollihed and diverted 
him from a reſolution he had taken, to have thrown 
him down -a precipice headlong, as he-was paſſing 
the Alpes, being admitted to come near him upon 
pretence of private diſcourſe, Hiseyes were clear 
and ſparkling, and he had a mind it ſhould be 
thought their vivacity had ſomething divine in it; 
for he took much delight if in looking iteadily upon 


any body, they put down their faces, as they would 'Þ 
do at the brightneſs of the Son; But _ his” 
attce } 
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" Ktter dayes he ſaw but little with his left eye: 
His teeth were thin, fmall; and rugged ; his hair 
curled a little, and was ſomewhat yellow ; his 
e-brows met upon his forehead; his ears ſmall, 
his noſe high and long, his complexion between 
white and brown ; his ſtature was but ſmall, (yet 
Fulins Marathus his treed-man writes, that he was 
| five foot and nine inches high) but let his height 
be what it will, he was fo well proportioned 
- jn all his limbs, 'that unlefs one ſtood by him 
that was very tall, he could not be diſceri*d to 
| below. 
80. It 1s reported he had freckles on his hody, 
. diſpoſed naturally upon his breaſt and his belly, 
into the figure, order and number of the Stars in 
the Celeſtial Bear ;, as alſo certain Calloſities upon 
* hint, proceeding from the itching of his body, or 
from the violent and frequent uſe of the Strigil 
* (or Curry-comb) which appear'd in his skin ut 
- the ſnape ofa Tetter; His hip, and his thigh, and 
- his left leg were not ſo well, but he halted ſome- 
times on that ſide ; bat he recovered his ſtrength 
again, by a fomentation of Sand and Reeds. He 
found ſuch a weakneſs in the fore-finger of his righÞ 
# hand, that being crampt and contratted with 
cold, he could ſcarce make uſe of it to write, 
with the help of a Crampring : He complain'd 
alſo of the Strangury; but the Gravel coming at 
length away with his Urine, he was cag'd of that 
torture. 
81. He had ſeveral, and thoſe very dangerous 
its of ſickneſs in his time, but eſpecially after his 
- Conqueſts in Cantabria, at which time his Liver 
being vitiated with defluxions, he was reduc'd into 
jo deſperate a condition, that he was forc'd to'enter 
| | K iatg 
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into a doubtful and contrary courſe of Phyſick, to 
leave off the warm fomentations which he had 
uſed before, and Gl the advice of Antonins Muſa) 
to betake himſelf to cold ; which method, how 
contrary ſoever to the pradtice of thoſe times, ſtopt 
his defluxion, and compleated the Cure. He wag 
ſubject alſo to certain annual, and periodical di- 
ſtempers, which afflicted him at conltant ſeaſons; 
About his Birth-day he was taken- always witha 
weakneſs; at the beginning of the Spring, with the 
Spleen; and with a ſtufhng cold, when the wind 
was in the South : by which means his body being 
weaken'd and ſhatter*d, he could ſcarce endure ex- 
tremity either of heat or cold. 

82, To defend himſelf againſt the ſharpneſs of 
the Winter,he wore ordinarily a good thick Gown, 
four Coats, a Waſtcoat, a Flannel Stomacher, with 
rollers about his legs and his thighs. In the Summer 
time he lay with his Chamber doors open, ſome 
times in a Periſtylum, or Grotto, with his Water- 
works about him, and one ſtanding by on purpoſe 
to fan him. He could not endure ſo much as the 


Winter Sun, and never walk'd out when he wasf 
at home, but with a Boxt-grace, or broad-brimm'd 


Hat hanging oyer his face. When he travell'd, he 
went generally in his Litter, in the night for the 
molt part and that gently, and but ſmall journeys, 
as making it two dayes ſometimes to Preneſte of 
Tzbur : Nevertheleſs when he could go any wht 
ther by Sea, he ſeldom or never went by Land; 


bur if bis infirmity was great, his care and regard} 
of himſelf was not ſmall. Baths being not only 
improper,, but hurtful for him, he refrain'd as} 
much as poſlible ; hewas frequentiy anointed with 
tweet Oyls, ſweated before the fire, and ny 
C waſh'd] 
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waſh'd with warm water, or water heated in the 
Sun. When for the ſtrengthening of his Nerves he 
uſed either Sea-water, or the waters of Albula 
heated, he ſat upon a wooden chair, which he 
call'd by a Spaniſh word Dwxreta, and contented 
bimſelf only with ſtirring his hands and feet up and 
down the water by turns. 

83. As ſoon as his Civil Wars were over, he 
gave over the exerciſes of riding the great Horſe, 
or managing his Arms 1n the Campus Martins, and 
betook himſelf to Tennis, or Hand-ball, in their 
ſtead. After that, it was not long before he gave 
over all exerciſe, but taking the air in a Litter, 
walking and skipping a little'at the end of his 
Career, wrapt up in a Muffler, or linen Mantle. 
For the recreation of his mind, he would fiſh ſome- 
times with an angle, ſometimes play at Dice, 
Cockal, or with Nuts amongſt the moſt amiable 
and witty children he could fnd, eſpecially if they 
were Moors, or Syrians; but for ſuch as were 
Dwarfs, or any way crooked or diſtorted, he 
look*d upon them as ominous, and the mockery of 
"nature, 

84. From his minority he apply*'d himſelf with 
great induſtry to the learning of Eloquence, and 
other Liberal Arts. During the War of Modena, 
he is reported not to have paſs'd one day in the 
m1dt of his moſt important affairs, without read- 
ing, writing, and declaiming : After that Expedi- 
tion, he never made a Speech either to the People, 
' the Senate, or Souldiers, but what was premedi- 
tated, and precompos'd, thotigh he wanted not 
{the faculty of ſpeaking ex rempre; and leſt his 
memory ſhould fail, and he ſpend too much time 
in getting them by heart, he. read to them what- 
K 2 ever 


| 


132 The Life of Auguſtus Czſar. 
ever he had to fay : His private diſcourſes with his 
friends, nay even with Zzvia his wife, if about any 
{erious matter, he put down in writing, leſt he 
ſhould ſpeak more or leſs than was convenient .on 
a ſudden. Has accent was {weet, and whatever he 
pronounc'd was with a very good grace, of which 
he was ſo curious, he kept a Maſter on purpoſe to 
teach him the management of his voice : But when 
he was troubled with a hoarſeneſs, or ſore throat, 
the publick Cryer read his ſpeech to the people in 
mis ſtead. 

85. He compos'd ſeveral things in Proſe, upon 
{everal ſubjects, of which he read ſome in a meet- 
ing of his familiar friends, as it had been in an 
Auditory ; amongſt the reſt, his anſwer to Brutus 
pon Cato : Having read a good part of thoſe Vo- * 
lums himſelf, being old and weary, he gave them 
to Tiberiustorecite the remainder. He writ alſo 
Certain Exhoriations to Philoſophy, and a ſhort 
Hiſtory of his Life in thirtcen Books, as far as his 
Cantabrian War, and no farther. Poetry he medled 
with but ſuperficially ; yet that he was not alto- 
gether ignorant in that alſo, appears by a Book 
written by him in Hexameter Verſe, whoſe Title 
is Sicilia, and 1s yet extant; and another little 
Collection of Epigrams, which for the greateſt part 
he compos'd in his Baths. Having begun a Tra- 
gedy with great ardour, and finding his ſtile not 
like to hold out at that rate, he expung'd what he 
had written already; and being ask'd by his friends 
what was become of Ajax, (who was the ſubject of 
that Play) he reply'd, That Ajax had made himſelf 
away with a Sponge. 

86. He obſerv*d always a very elegant and 
temperate way 1a his ſpeeches, ſhunning impertt- 

NEence 
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nence and inconcinnity in his ſentences, and as he 
call'd it himſelf, the fetor or noifomneſs of hard 


and obſolete words : his principal care being only 


to expreſs himſelf intelligibly and ſuccin&tly ; and 
that he might not detain or confound the intention 
of his reader or hearer, he added Prepoſitions to his 
Verbs, and reiterated his Conjunctions many times, 
which being taken away do indeed contribute grace 
and ornament to a diſcourſe, but with ſome kind 
of obſcurity. Thoſe which delighted in new words, 
and thoſe which affeted old, being contemptible 
in both kinds, he equally deſpiſed. He derided 
ſeveral, and eſpecially his friend Mecenas, for his 
'Murobrecheis Cincinnos, . or perfum'd Curles, as he 
calls them, perſccuting him continually for the 
aftectation of his language,and imitating him ſome- 
times to make himſelf ſport. Tiberius alſo had his 
reprehenſionfor his obſcureand antiquated phraſes, 


and” A. Aztonius he eſteem'd asa mad 'man, for 


writing what men moht admire, but hardly under- 
ſtand. Afterwards drolling uponthe irreſoluteand 
indiſcreet election of his ſtile, he adds theſe 
words; And are you ſtill to reſolve whether Cimber 
Annius ad Veranius Flaccus are to be' imitated by 
you, that ſo you may make uſe of the words which 
Criſpus Saluſtins ſelefted out of Cato's Origines? 
or 'rather the Aſiatick Orators , transferring their 
affettation and verboſity into our language and dif. 
coxrſe. And in one'of his Epiſtles, commending 
the parts and ingenie of his Grandchild Azrippina, 
But be ſure '(fayes he) you neither write nor ſpeak. 


, 


any thing that may be in atronublelome and ingrateful 
y 


87. It 1s remarkable by'letters under his own 
hand, that in his ordinary Converſation, he had 
K 3 particular 
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particular ways of expreſſing himſelf, which he fre- 
quently uſed, as when he would ſignifie that ſuch a 
man would never pay his debts, he would fay, he 
would pay them, ad Grecas Kalendas, When he 
exhorted any one to be content, and acquieſce in his 
preſent condition, whatever it was, he cry*d Come 
let us be content with this Cato, . To intimate the 
dexterity and-expedition wherewith a thing was 
done, he would fay, It was done before Aſparagus 
could be boyled. He was us'd alſo continually to put 
one word for another, as Baceolxs for Stultus, Pul- 
teraceins for Pullux, tor Ceritus, Vacerroſus, for male 
*ſe habere, V appide ſe habere, for Languere, Betizare, 
which is commonly expreſt by Lachamſſare, Simus 
allo for Sumus, Domos in the Genitive Caſe ſingular, 
for-Domus. Nor did he ever uſe theſe two words 
otherwiſe, leſt it ſhould be interpreted by any one a 
fault rather than a cuſtome. One thing 1 find in his 
Manuſcripts very often, that he parted not his 
words, and if one line was too ſhort fora whole 
word, he brought not the redundaat Lettersto the {| 
next, but ſet them down underneath in a kind of a | 
Parentheſis. | A 
88. Orthography, that is the form and Method 
of writing which was taught by the Grammarians, 
hedid not obſerve exactly, but ſeemed rather of 
their judgment whowere of opinion, That they were 
ro write as they ſpoke : For as to the frequent tranſpo: 
ſition, and omiſſion, not only of Letters and Sylla- 
bles, it is not his fault alone, but a common Er- 


ror among men : Neither ſhould I bave taken notice 
of it, had I not been aſtoniſh'd at what 1s reported ' 
by ſome p-ople, That a Conſuls Lieutenant for but - 
failing in-his Orthography, and writing zx# for pſ7, 
was look*d upon by himas an ignorant and Ulliterats 

:; fellow, 


- 
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fellow, andanother put in his place. When he had 


a mind to write any thing privately and .n Ciphers, 
his way was to put B. for A.C. for B. and 1o for- 
ward thorough the whole Alphabet, till he came to 
Z. for which he put a double a 4. 

89. Nor was he leſs ſtudious and delighted in 
the Grecian learning,in which hearrived at no ſmall 
perfection by the induſtry of dorus of Perga- 
mus, whom he carried along with him from Rome to 
Apollonia, though he was but a youth, and Apollade- 


 r#8 an old man, Afterwards being repleat with hu- 


manity, and the various erudition of Spherus, he 
entred into an intimate familiarity with Areas :the 
Philoſopher,and his two Sons Dioxyſius and Nicaxor 
though to as he neither ſpake Greek very readily, 
nor durit yenture to compoſe any thing init. If oc- 
caſion required at any time, he writ down' what he 
had a mind to inLatin, and then gave it to another 
to convert into that language: As he was not unsk#- 


| ful in Poetry, fo he took great delight in the old 


way of Comedies, which he frequently :exhibited 
in the publick Aſſemblies. In all the Authorswhich 
he read in both languages, his principal obſervation 
was what precepts and Examples: he might collect 
for the publick, or privateinſtruCftion of his ſubjeCts 
and friends; when he thought any of them proper, 
he took them out word by word, and would ſend 
them either to his Domeſticks, the Governours of 
his Provinces, or Armies, or the Magiſtrates of the 
City, very commonly, as any of them wanted ad- 
moniſhment. Sometimes he went further, and read 
whole books to the Senate, and recommended them 
afterwards to his people by Proclamation, as the 
Orations of 2. Metellus, de prole augenda, and Raetel- 
#5 de modo adificiorum, in which, his deſign was ta 

K 4 convince 
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convince them that he was net the firſt that pro- 
pos'd either of them, but thattheir Forefathers had 
the fame inclinations. To the Wits, and Virtuoſi 
of his time, he gave great encouragement;attend- 
ing witn great courteſie and patience at ſeveral of 
their Recitations, not only of Poetry, and Hiſtory, 
but of Orations and Dialogues. But if any thing 
were written of himſelf, (though in his praiſe ) 
unleſs ferioufly, and by a Maſter, he would be 
very: much offended; and gave. the Pretors in 
particular- charge, that they ſhould not ſuffer his 
Name to be made common in their ordinary Reci- 
tations. | 
.. go: He is reported to have been full of Religious 
ſuperſtition and ſcruple; he was ſo pufillanimouſfly 
afraid of Thunder and Lightning, that he carried a 
Seals-skin always about him-to ſecure him : and 
having been frighted with that flaſh he eſcap'd ſo 
-narrowly upon the road, (as we' have mentioned 
before) upon the.leaſt foreſight or apprehenſion of 
any. :Tempeſt extraordinary, he run immediately 
into. a Cellar of Vault under ground for prote- 
Ction: | 

g1, He was a' great obſerver of Dreams, whe- 
therlus own, or'other peoples,referring to himſelf : 
At.theBattle of Phzlipps, he reſolv*d once not to go 
outof his Tent,: by reaſon of an indiſpoſition upon . 
.himatthat time: nevertheleſs being advertis'd of 
the: Dream of one of his friends, he went forth, and 
-asit prov'd) very luckily; For his Camp being 
'takenby, the Enemy, they fell upon his Litter by 
;accudent, and imagining him in it, they run their 
-Swords1nto it, and mangled it to pieces. All the 
-Sprivglonghe.was ſubject to very terrible Viſions, 
. put they were but vain, and imaginary; at othgr 
TARVUGI rw times 
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times of the year he was troubled with them too, 
but they were neither ſo many, nor ſo impertinent. . 
Being very frequently at a Temple in the Capitol 
which was dedicated to 7rnpiter the Thunderer, he 
dreamt that Fupiter Capitolinus mace complaint to 
him, that his Worſhippers were taken away, and 
- that he had anſwer'd him, Fhat he had plac'd 
Fupiter T onans in that place as his Porter, and after- 
wards caus'd Bells to be hung about the top of the 
houſe, that it might the more naturally reſemblea 
Porters-lodge. Inſtigated another time by a noCtur- 
nal apparition, he begg*d upon a certain day every 
year, ſome benevolence or other from the people, 
and would put forth his own hand to receive their 
ſingle money. LAY 

92. He took great notice of the flight or chatter- 
ing of Birds, and look'd upon them as infallible 
preſages. Ifin the morning his Shooes were given 
him wrong,or the right foot Shooe was preſented to 
him for the left, he counted it ominous. If it rain'd 
or m1zled as he was taking a journey either by Land 
or by Sea, he was pleas'd, and reckon'd it a fign of 
a ſpeedy and proſperous return : But nothing at- 
fected him ſo much as Prodigies. Obſerving a 
Date-tree toſpring up betwixt the ſtones before his 
door, he tranſplanted it into the place where his 
Houſhold-gods ſtood, and took great care to. have 
it grow'there, Being inthe Ifland Caprea, he. was 
ſo tranſported to ſee an old Elm, whoſe branches 
hung down to the- ground, and were almoſt dead, 
revive at his arrival, that he made an exchange with 
the Republick of Naples, and gave them e/£naria 
for that Iſland. Befides this, he held ſome daysfor 
unfortunate z he would never begin a journey the 
next day after the Nundine, nor undertake any 
CITE | buſineſs 
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bufinefs of conſequence upon the MNones of a 
month; for no other reaſon, (as he writ to T- 
berins) but to avoid the unluckineſs or ill omen 
of the name. | 
' 93. As tothe Religious Ceremonies of Foreign 
Countries, he had a great veneration for ſuch ag 
were antient and of authority, aid as much con- 
tempt for the reſt; for having been initiated at 
Athens, (in-the myſteries of Ceres) and fitting 
afterwards in Rome upon his Tribunal, to hear 
ſome things argued rejating to the Priviledges of 
the Prieſts of that Goddeſs, obſerving ſecret and 
nice points to be ſtarted, he diſmiſs'd the Aſſembly, 
and heard the buſineſs diſcuſs'd.before himſelf in 
givate. But in his Voyage into Egype he was not 
o preciſe, for he would not go out of his way, 
though buta little, to make awilit tothe God Apis ; 
. and commended his Son Caius another time, for that 
he had paſs'd through F«dza, and not paid hisdevo-: 
tions in the Temple at Feruſzlem. 

94. And becauſe we have proceeded thus far, 
it will not be impertinent if we add in this place 
fuch remarkable accidents as followed or preceded 
his Birth, and ſuch as fell out upon: the very day 
he came into the World, which were as ſo many 
preſages of his future Grandeur, and felicity. At 
Velitris part of the Town-wall having been beaten | 
down by Lightning, it was anſwered by the Oracle, 
That a Citizen of that Town ſhould one day have the 
Empire of the whole World; upon confidence of 
whuch Prophecie, the Yelitrines made War imme- 
dately upon the Romans, and renew'd it- ſeveral 


' times afterwards, but with ſo much misfortune, 

they were almoſt deſtroy'd : At laſt they were con- 
- yinc'd, (but well near too late) that it portended 
| | | | nothing 
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nothing but the Dominion of Awguſtur. Fulins 
* Marathus reporterh, that a few months before 
Auguſtus was born, there happen'd a Prodigy at 
Rome , by which the Romans were publickly ad- 
yertiſed, That nature was producing a King for 
the people of Rome; with which the Senate was ſo 
alarm'd, they made a Decree, That no Man-child 
ſhould be brought up that year. But thoſe who had 
their Wives big at that time, (that they might 
every one appropriate the hopes to himſelf) -took 
fuch order that that ACt was never recorded in the 
e/Erarium, or City Chamber. Itis related alſo in 
the Books of Aſclepiades the Hendeſian, entituled 
Theologoumenon, That Atia the Mother of Auguſtus 
being come-at Midnight to the ſolemn ſervice of 
Apollo, and having plac'd her Litter inthe Temple, 
ſhe fell afleep amongſt the reſt of the Ladies, when 
ona ſudden a Serpent came crawling to her, and 
Ina ſhorttimewentaway again, withoutdoing her 
any harm; wherewith ſhe awak'd, and purihed 
her ſelf, as 1f ſhe had Jain with her Husband : But 
that which is moſt admirable js, that at the -ame 
inſtant ſhe found a mark-upot her body, in the 
figure of a Serpent, which ſhe could never get off ; 
upon which ſcore ſhe neyer appear'd afterwards mn 
any publick Bath. The ſame Author affirms alſo, 
That Ceſar being born the tenth month after, he 
was generally reputed the Son of Apollo. The aid 
Ati4 dreamt alſo before ſhe was brought to bed, 
that her Entrails were elevated to the Stars, and 
extended over the whole Circumference, both of 
the Heaven, and Earth. His Father O#avixs dreamt 
likewiſe, that a beam of the Sun came out of his 
Wives belly, when it aroſe in the morning. The 
day he was born, the. Senate being aſſembled to 
1 CY | deliberate 
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deliberate about Catilines Conſpiracy, and Oftawvins 
coming in late by reaſon that his Wife was deli- 
ver'd, itis well known. P. Nieidins being told the 
cauſe of his abſence, and inform'd himſelf of the 
hour of his birth, he cry'd out openly,That the Lord 
of. the whole World was then born. A while after- 
wards, Otavius conducting an Army through 
Thrace, and having the curioſity to conſult the 
Prieſts, (in the Grove conſecrated to Liber Pater ) 
according to their barbarous Ceremomies,about the 
deſtiny of his Son, he receiv'd the ſame anſwer 
again ; for having ſprinkled their Wine upon the 
Altar, there brake forth ſuch a flame, as not only 
ſurmounted the top of the Temple, but ſeem'd to 
run upeven to the Heaven it ſelf: A prodigy that 
never happen'd to any but Alexander the Great, 
as he was Sacrificing once at the ſame Altars, 


The next night he fancied he ſaw his Son, of a 


greater ſtatue and proportion than was uſual 
amongſt men, with a Thunderbolt, a Scepter, all 
the Ornaments of 7upiter, in a Chariot adorned 
with Laurel, drawn by twelve horſes of extraor- 
dinary whiteneſs, and a wreath of rayes about his 
head in the faſhion of a Crown. - Caius Druſus 
writes, that his Nurſe having left him one night 
below. in the Cradle, he was not to be ' found the 
next morning ; and that after long ſearch,ſhe found 
him at length upon a very high Tower, with his 
face towards the Eaſt. He ſcarce began to ſpeak, 
when being at a Countrey-houte of his Fathers, and 
offtended with the noiſe of the Frogs, he com- 
manded them to be filent ; and from that time, as 
It is reported, they never:croak'd more. Another 
day as he was at Dinner ina Wood in the road to 
Campania, about faur miles from Rome, an Eagle 

| made 
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” madea ſtoop on a ſudden, and took the bread out 
* of his hand; which having carried up almoſt as 
high as the Clouds, ſhe came down again gently 
by degrees, and moſt reverently reſtored it. 
" After the dedication -of the Capitol, Q. Carulus 
- gream'd two nights together 5 The firſt night he 
| Imagined he ſaw ſeveral young Children ofthe beſt 
families in Rome playing about the Altar, and that 
Fupiter took one of them apart, and pur the Signet 
of the Republick (which he had then in his hand)in- 
to his boſome ; The next night hedream'd he ſaw 
the ſame child in Zaptters arms, and heving com- 
manded him to be taken away, he was rebuk'd by 
the ſaid God, and given to underſtand, that that 
child ſhould be brought up for the defence of the 
Common-wealth ; and meeting with Auguſtus next + 
day, though he had never ſeen him before, he be- 
held him with admiration, and proteſted that no- 
thing could be more like the Lad he haddream*don: 
Some there are which report his firſt dream after 
another manner; as if ſeveral of the Noble-mens ſons 
having petitioned him for a Tutor, Fupiter ſhew'd 
them one amonglt themſelves, ro whom the 

ſhould direct all their defires,and that having ſtroak- 
ed the Boy gently over the mouth with his hand, he 
* kiſs'd it himſelf when he had done : Cicero alſo had 
his Dream which he told to his Friends as he was 
| following Ceſar into the Capitol; it was, That he 
faw a little Boy of a moſt incomparable feature, let 
down from Heaven by a Golden Chain, and ftand- 
ing before the doors of the- Capitol, Tupiter put a 
whip into his hands : Suddenly atter having ſeen 
Auzuſtus (unknown at that tune to moſt people) 
whom his Unkle Ceſar had called to the Sacrifice, 
he declared that was the Boy whoſe Itnage he had 
jcen 
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ſeenin his Dream. As he was putting on his Y:rile 
Robe, his purple Gown being unbuttoned on both 
ſlides, it fell down to his feet, which was look'd up- 
on as a preſage, That the order of the Senators of 
which that was a badge, ſhould oneday be in ſub. 
jeCtion to him. Fulius Ceſar ashe was cutting down 
a Wood near Munda (where he then was incamp'd) 


found a Date-Tree by accident amongſt the reſt, ' 


which he ordered to be kept carefully, as a preſage 


of ſucceſs. Not long after there put fortha young - 


ſhoot, which in few days increas*d ſo much that it 
not only outgrew, but overgrew its ſtock, ſpread- 
ing abroad its branches in ſuch manner, that the 
Pigeons built frequently upon them, though that 
fort of Bird avoids fuch kind of leaves as are hard 


and ſharp; by that prodigy (as 1s reported) Ceſar 


was induc*d to make his Siſters Grand-ſon his Suc- 
ceſſor, and no other. In his retirement to Apollo- 
mag going with Azrippa upon a time to give a'vilit 
to Theogenes an Altrologer, Azgripps having asked 
the firſt queſtions about his fortune, and received 
great and incredible predictions, Auguſtus was a 
long time before he would tell him his Nativity, 
for ſhame, or fear leſt his Horoſcope ſhould not af- 
. tord him as good tidings: But after much importu- 
nity, having diſcovered it at laſt, Theogenes leapt up 
with joy, and then falling down at his feet, gave 
him all poſſible adoration. Upon which Auguſtus 
conceived fo great an opinion of his Deſiiny, that 
he publiſh'd the Configuration, and ſtamp'd Money 
with the mark of Capricorz, under which conſtella- 
'tion he was born. 

05. After Ceſar was murdred, and Auguſtus re- 
turned from Apollonia, as he was making his entry 


into the City, on a ſudden tie sky being clear and F 


ferenc, 
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' ſerene, there appeared a Circle in the faſhion of a 
" Rain-bow which encompaſs'd the Sun ; and preſent. 


ly after the Tomb of Zalza, Ceſars Daughter, was 
demoliſh'd by lightning. After this as he was attend- 
ing his Azugzriein his firit Conſulitip, twelve VuE 
tures appear*d to him, as they did formerly to Ro- 
mulus ; and the livers of all the Sacrifices were 


- found to be replicate, and doubled inward, which 


all perſons experienc*d in that Art, interpreted a 


token of extraordinary Grandeur and Proſperity. 


96. He commenc'd no War, nor fought any 


" Battle, but he foreſaw the event by ſome Omen 


or other. The Troops of the Triumwzri having their 


' Rendezvour at Boloxia, an Eagle came and fat up- 


on his Tent, which being infeſted on both ſides with 
two Kavens, ſhe was too hard for them both, and 
beat them dowa to the Ground : This being taken 
notice of by the whole Army, was look'd uponasa 
preſage of the diſſention which enſued betwixt 
him an his Colleagues, and the advantage that ac- 


\ crued to him thereby. At Phil:pps a certain Theſ- 


ſalian gave him aſſurance of his Victory, from D. 
Ceſar who had appeared to him in his own image as 
he was travelling in a by-way. As he was ſacrificing 
at Peruſia another time, but without any favoura- 
ble or p:opitious ſign, and thererefore demanded. 
more Vict:mes to pacifie the Gods, the Enemy 
made a ſally and carry'd away the whole preparas 


tion for the Sacrifice : whereupon the Divines bein 
- conſulted, it was concluded, that all the miſchiefs 


denounc'd and threatned by that Sacrifice, would 
inevitably fall upon them t!:at had the entrails, and 
it hapned accordingly. The day before his Sea-fight 
near Sicily, as he was walking uponthe ſhore, a fiſh 


| leapt out of the Sea, and threw it {elf at his feet. 


At 
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At Atium as he was preparing to fight, he met an 
Aſs-Keeper called Emtichus, driving an Aſs called 
Nicon: After the Victory he commanded the Sta- 
tues both ofthe Man and theAfſs tobe made of braſs, 
and ſet up ina Temple he built upon the ground 
where his Army was incamp'd. 

97. Neither was his death (of which I ſhall ſpeak 
hereafter) or Apotheoſis foretold with fewer Prodi- 
gies. As he was multring in the Campus Martins ac 
cording as they were accuſtomed every five Years, 


in the fight of a vaſt multitude of People, an Eagle 
flew ſeveral times about him, and at laſt flying toa' 


ſtone hard by, ſhe took ſtand upon the firſt Letter of 
rippe ; which when he perceived, he command- 


tis Colleague T zberis to make thoſe vows,which + 


according to cuſtome were made, till the next Lu- 
ftrum;, For though the Tables and writings were all 
ready, yet he declared he would not undertake any 
thing which he could not perform. About the ſame 
time a flaſh of lightning talling upon one of his Sta- 
tues, carried away the firſt letter ofhis name ; upon 


which having interrogated his Southſayers, he was | 
told he ſhould live but a hundred days, which was {| 


unply'd .in the Letter C. and that afterwards he 
ſhould be tranſlated amongſt the Gods, becauſe 
Aſjar, which was the remainder of Cefar, in the 
Tuſcane language ſignified a God. Upon which he 
Tent Tiberius into Illyricum, and was about to have 
accompanyed him as far as Benevenrum, but being 
detained and interrupted by the importunities of 


ſeveral perſons, impatient to have their Cauſcs ſul- - 


pended, he cryed out (and it was afterwards rec- 
kon'd as an Omen) That if every thing ſtop'd him, 


be would be no more at Rome. Having begun his 


journey, he came to Aſfturia, from whence in the 


night 
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"night (which was contrary to his cuſlome) he 
took the opportunity of a gentle wind, and was 
tranſported in a ſhort time. 

.98. The diſtemper that kill'd him was cauſed by 
aFlux z during his indiſpoſition, he- coalted about 
Campania, and the neighbouring Iſles : after which 
he paſs'd four whole dayes at Capreze, in great affa- 
bility and quiet. A while afterwards, as he was 
paſſing the Gulf of Pateoli, a Veſſel from Ale+an- 
dria being newly arriv'd, the Scamen and Paſſen- 
gers being all in white, and crown'd with Gar- 
lands, offer'd incenſe to him with great Elogies, 

and wiſh*'d him all proſperity, as the perſon 
To whomthey ow'd their Lives, their Trade, their Ei- 
berties, and the enjoyment of whatever they had. Theſe 
acclamations were ſo gratcful to him, that he di- 
ſtributed forty pieces of Gold amongſt his Com- 
-panions, obliging each of them to imploy the ſaid 
fam, in buying the Merchandizes which came from 
* Alexandria, The reſt of his time he ſpent in giving 
ſmall preſents, as Robes, and Mantles; with this 
condition, that the Romazs ſhould habit themſclves 
ala Greque, and the Grecians like the Romans; and 
\ that the Romans ſhould ſpeak Greek. He took 
great delight likewiſe to {ce the young men (of 
which there were ſome yet remaining 1n Capree) 
do theirExerciſes according to the diſcipline of the 
Antients. He gavethem a Treat likewiſe, and was 
preſent at it himſelf, not only permrtting, but com- 
manding them to be merry and ſrez, and according 
to their old liberty to ſnatch away the meat A, 
fruit from one another, and to DEE themſelves 
as they pleas'd: ln ſhort, he deny'd himſelf no 
-manner of divertiſement. And whereas a conſi- 
*derable part of his Retinue pen retired into a plea- 
ant 
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fant Iſland adjacent to Capree, he called it 
polis, or Lubber-land, from the idlenefs 
which were gone thither. As likewiſe he called 

abas, one of his Fayourites, x7isns; as much 


of | 


as toſay, the Founder of that Iſland. This 2feſga- I 


bas being dead a year before, as he was lookin 

out of his Dining-room he obſerv*d his Sepulchre 
frequented with great numbers of people, and many 
lights in their hands, and pronounc'd a verſe in 
Greek which he made ex tempore, to this purpoſe; 
Methinks I ſee the Founders Tomb on fire. Then 
eurning to Thraſylis a Companion of Tiberin, 
who was then at the Table over againſt him, and 


knew nothing of the matter, he ask*d him if he. 


knew who was the Author of that verſe; to which 
he giving no ready anſwer, he added another , 
Seeft thon Maſgabas honoured with behts , and de- 
manded his opinion thereupon; and the other re- 
plying, that the Verſes were good whoever com; 
ch them, he fell a laughing, and was in a good 

umour all the day after. A while after he croſs'd 
over to. Naples, and thongh his diſeaſe was upon 
him at that time, yet he wasa diligent Spectator of 
/the Quinquennial Games, which were inſtituted in 
his honour ; from whence he departed with his 
Compamon T%iberixs to the place he deſigned : But 
as he was returning, his diſtemper increaſing, he 
was forc'd to ſtay at Nola, where calling back Tibe- 
ri from his voyage, he ſpent a long time in private 


with him, and never after that concern'd himſelf wm} 


any State affair. 

- 99. The laſtdayof his life, he enquired ſeveral 
times if there was as yet notumult about him-; and 
having called for a Glaſs, he commanded them to 


put tus hair in order, and to correct the ſinging 


—_Ak _— __— __ * & D—_ 


— 
4 = C_—_d 


F 
4 


« 
{ 
\ 
] 
[ 


W”— 


, 


The Life of Auguſtus Czſar. 147 
his cheeks ; - then calling his Friends into the Cham- 


ber to him, he demanded of them, Whar they thought 
of him, and whether he had not ated his part well, in 


* the Farce of his ife : Adding this expreſſion thereto, 
Then if all be well, when 1 am dead and gone, clap 


4 


your hands, and give me your applanſe with joy. After 
I 


thishe took his leave of all the people, and diſmiſs'd 
them: Then demanding what news of a Daughter 
of Druſus's which was ſick at that time, he turn'd 
himſelf about te Zivia, and kiſſing her, he expir'd 
with theſe words in his mouth ; Livia adzer, re- 
member our Marriage whilſt thou liveſt, and farewell. 
And 1n this manner he died, as he had alwayes de- 


| fired; for as often as it was told him, that any one 


died ſuddenly, and without any torment, he wiſh'd 


the ſame Euthanaſian (for that was his uſual word) 


to himſelf, and his friends. There was one ſign of 


| a delirium ard diſtrattedneſs of mind, and that was 


a little before his death, when upon a ſudden ſtart 
as 1n a fright, he complain'd, He was carrying away 
by forty young men; and that was rather a preſage, 
than any weakneſs of brain, for ſo many were there 
of the Pretorian band which carried him publickly 
before the people when he was dead. 

100. He died in the ſame Chamber where his 
Father Ottavins died, when the two Sextuſes, 
Pompeius and Apuleins , were Conſuls, on the 
17th. of Auguſt, about nine a clock in the morning, 


76 years of; age wanting but 35 dayes. The De- 


cxriones of the Municipal Towns and Colonies, 


convey*d his body from Nola to Bowille, marching 


ſolemnly by night, (by reaſon of the heat of the 
weather) repoſing it in the day time in the chief 
Palace or Temple of every Town they went 


'through. From Bowille it was condutted by the 


L 2 Eque- 


| 


_- 
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EqueſPrin Order to Rome, and plac'd in the Portico 
© 


his own houſe. The expreſſions of the Senate 


- were 1o great both in honouring his memory, and 


adorning his Funeral, that amongſt other tokens of 
their zeal, ſome advis'd that his Funeral Pomp 
might paſs through the Triumphal Gate, with the 
image of Yiftoria (which is in the Council-Cham- 
ber) carried before it, the principal Noblemens 
children of both ſexes ſinging his Dirges as they 
wentalong. Others were of opinion, they ſhould 
leave off their Gold, and put on rings of Iron on 
that day. Others, that his bones ſhould be ga- 
ther'd together by the Prieſts of the higheſt Socie- 
ties. One there was propos'd to have the name of 
the month Augyft, to be chang'd into September, 
becauſe Arguſtus was born in one, anddied inthe 
other. Another moved, that the ſpace of time be- 
twixt his Birth and his Funeral, might be called 
Seculum Auguſtum, and 1o entred in the Kalendar, 
But it being thought beſt to moderate his honours, 
Tiberwss and his Son Druſus gave him each of them 
a Funeral Oration; Tibers«s, before the Temple of 
D. Fulius, and Druſus before the Roſtra: after 
which his body was carried upon Senators ſhoul- 
ders into the Campus Martins, and burnt. Nor 
wanted there a perton of Quality, who had been a 
Pretorian, to {wear that he ſaw his Image aſcend 
into the Heavens. The Reliques of his bones and 


- aſhes, were gather'd together by the chief of the 


Equeſtrian Order , in their Tunicks ungirt, and 
barefoot, which they buried afterwards in a ſtately 
Monument or Mauſoleum, which he had built be- 
twixt the Yia Flammia and the banks of Tiber 1n 
his ſixth Conſulſhip, and given the adjacent Walks 


and Woods tothe people. | 
| 301. The 
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IO1, The third day before the Nones of April, 
a year and four months before his deceaſe, inthe 
Conſulſhip of LZ. Plancus and C. Silins, ' he had 
made his Will in two parts, written partly with 
his own hand, and partly under the hands of Poly- 
bius and Hilarion, two of his Freemen; and having 
depoſited it in the cuſtody of the Yeſtal Yrroin:, 
they produc'd it with three other Volumes ſeaFd' 
up in the ſame manner, which were all opew'd and 
publickly read in the Senate. - His firſt Heirs were 
Tiberius of two thirds, and Livia of the other, with 
authority to bear his Name. His ſecond Heirs were 
Druſus the Son of Tiberius of one third, and Germa- 
nicus with his three Sons of the reſt. In the third 
degree he nominated his Kindred, and ſeveral of 
his Friends. To the people of Rome he left a Le- 
gacy of 40000009 Seſterces, ta the Tribes about 
three millions and a half of Sefterces, to every Soul- 
dier of his Guard a thouſand Seſterces, tothe Com- 
panies of the City 500,. to the Legionarie Cohorts 
300 apiece, which ſum he commanded ſhould be 
paid down, for he had ſo much in Bank by him, 
repolited for that purpoſe. He.gave ſeveral Lega- 
cies beſides theſe, the greateſt of chem not exceed- 
ing 500 Crowns, for the payment of which he 
allowed a years time, excuſing it from the ſmal- 
neſs of his Eſtate, and proteſting that there would 
remain to his Heirs not above 150 millions, though 
within the taſttwenry years he had receiv'd by way 
\ of Legacyfrom his friends 1400000000: All which 
valt ſum, with the Patrimonies of two Fathers, and 
other Inheritances beſides, he had imploy*d about 
the publick affairs of the Commonwealth. The 
two 7ulie (when they ſhould deceaſe) he left an 
expreſs Caveat they ſhould not be buried in his 
L 3 Sepul 
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Sepulchre. The three Volumes contain'd, firſt his 
direftions as to his Funeral ; the ſecond, an Index 
of all his aCtions, (which he deſir'd might be en- 
grad in Braſs, and ſet up before the Mauſoleum ;) 
r 


e third was, a true Breviate or State of the Em- © | 


pire, repreſenting the eſtabliſhment of his Souldiers 
in pay, the preciſe. ſums of money in the City 
Chamber, and his own Exchequer, with the arrears 
of the Tributes and Taxes, and a Catalogue ofthe 
Freemen and Slaves from whom they were to re- 
quire an accompt. 
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Emperour of ROME. 


AH. E Patrician Family of the Claudii (for 
there was another Plebeian Family of 
them, inferijour to this neither in power 

| nor di gnity) had its original at Regillum 

a Town of the Sabines, from whence by the invita- 
tion of-Tit4s Tatius Conſort with Romulus, - they 

- "came to Rove-when it was but.newly built, with a 

great 
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great number of tollowers,orelſe(which is the more 
mon) they were-brought thither by Acta 
Claudius chief of that houſe, ſome fix years after 
the Kings were expelled; and received into the 
Number of the Patricians by the Senators, who aſ- 
ſigned them a certain quantity of Land beyond the 
River Aer for their Clients, and under the Capi- 
tol a place of burial for themſelves, In proceſs of 
time this family was honoured with eight and twen- 
ty Confulats, five Diftatures, ſeven Cenſures, ſix 
Triumphs, and two Orations. They were diſtin- 
guiſh'd among themſelves by ſeveral names and ſur- 
names for a while, but at laſt they renounc'd the 
name of Zuyciqutebecquſe two of thatname were 
convifted, the one of Felony, the other of Murder ; 
and pitch*d upon Vera for their Surname, which in 


the Sabine Language 1s as much as Validht and . 


Strong. 

naps many of theſe Claudis have performed 
great Services, ſo have others of them done as great 
Injuries tothe Common-wealth. The Principal on 
ſides are,theſe, Appizs Cecus perſwaded the 
| le of Rome againit all-Alliance with Pyryhas, as 
a thing that would not be for the advantage of the 
Common-wealth: - Aandis Caudex being the firſt 
who paſt thoſe Seas with a Fleet of YoIPs, beat the 
Carthaginians out of Sicily. Claudius Nero fell upon 
Aſdrubal (as he was coming from Spain to reinforce 
his Brother Hannbalwitha new Army.) and defeat- 
ed him. Onthe other fide Claudius Appins the Re- 
gillian (one of the*Decenwiri imploy'd about fram- 
mg and drawing up the Laws in writing) attempt- 
ed by violence to enthral an ingenious Virgin to 
fatishe his luſt, which gave the People aſecond oc- 
caſion to revolt fram the Senate, Claudins Druſus 

[ having 
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having his own Statue Erected with a Diadem vup- ' 


on his head, ina Town called Appis Forum he en- 
deavour'd by the number of his friends and 
his followers to have uſurp'd the Government 
of all Italy. Claudius D. Pulcher being 1n Sicily ob- 
ſerving the ſacred Pullets(provided for the Auſpicia) 
would not eat, he commanded them jn Contempt. 
of all Religion to be thrown into the Sea, to ſee 
(as he laidin mockery) whether they could drink 
no better thanthey did eat. After which he fought 
a Battle at Sea and was beaten, whereupon the Se- 
nate requiring him to nominate a Dsator, as if he 
{till neglected and deſpiſed the Calamities of the 
State, he named one of his moſt inferiour Servants. 
Nor are the examples of Women leſs various, for 
as much as from this family ſprang the two Claudze, 
one of which diſengag'd the Veſlel which was ſtrand- 
ed in theTyber,and laden with the ſacred Images and 
Utenſils belonging to the dean Mother of the Gods, 
to whom ſhe made this Prayer publickly, That the 
Ship might fellow her if ſhe was a Virgin, and not other- 
wet : Theother was arraign'd of high Treaſon be- 
fare the people, and receivedan extraordinary ſen- 
tence which never hapned toa Woman before. The 
Charge was, That pafling thorow the ſtreets in her 
Chariot, and being ſtopt by the multitudes of the 
people, ſhe ſhould wiſh That her Brother Pulcher 
was alive again, that by loſing another Sea-fight, be 
might clear the ſtreets of that throng, and make more 
room for their Coaches. It is well known moreover 
that amongſt all the Clandii, P. Clodius was the on- 
' Iy perſon which rang'd himſelf with the people, yet 

he ſuffer*d himſelf tg be adopted by a Commoner, 
and one that was younger than himſelf, for no other 
reaſon but for the Expulſion of Geero out of Rome. 


The 
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The reſt were'alwaies Optimares, the principal aſſer- 
tors of the power and dignity of the Parrics, and 
againſt the pcople ſo violently contumacious,that if 
any of them was by accident accus'd of any Capital 
crime before the people, and to anſwer for their 
Lives, they could never be brought to alter their 
Gowns, or make the leaſt application for mercy. 
Some of them were ſo audacious as to ſtrike a Tri- 
bune of the Commons ; and a Veſtal Virgin of that 
name,whoſe Brother Triumph'd againſt the conſent 
of the People, got up with him into his Chariot, 
and bare him Company to the very Capitol, that the 
Tribunes might have no right or pretence to ab- 
itru& him in his ſolemnity. 
' 3. Tiberius Ceſar was of this family both ways, 
by the Fathers ſide he deſcended from Tiberius Ne- 
ro, by the Mothers from Appius Pu'cher, who were 
both of them the Sons of dppius Cecus. He was 
allied alſo to the Family of the Zvi, by the adop- 
non of his Mothers Grandfather, which Family 
chough it was but Plebeian, was illuſtrated nevyer- 
theleſs with eight Confulſhips, two Cenfſorſhips, 
and three Triumphs, honoured witha DiCtatorſhip, 
and General of the Horſe, and eminent by ſeveral 
brave perſons which came out of it, amongſt which 
Salinator and Druſus were the moſt venerable; Sa- 
linator branded all the Tribes with the CharaQter of 
| Lenity, for that they (though they had fin'd him 
conſiderably before ſince his firſt Conſulſhip) had 
him Conſul and Cenſor again, As for Druſus he 
killed one Drayſus a General of the Enemies, hand 
tohand, and aſſumed his name when he had done, 
which wasglorious both to himfelfand his poſterity. 
*Tis reportedalſo that this Druſ#us in his Pro-Pretor- 
ſhip, recovered and brought back all the —_— 
win 
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which had been given of old to the Senores when 
they beſieged the Capitol, which was attributed 
(but falſly ) to Camillu:, His Great-Grandion, cal- 
led Patron of the Senate for his ſingular ſervice a- 
gainit the Gracchz,lefr behind a Son, who being buſte 
in contriving of new troubles, was ſurprized by the 
adverſe party and lain. 

4. The Father of Tiberius, as he was Queſtor to 
C. Ceſar, ſo he was Acmiral at Sea in the Alexan- 
drine War, and contributed much to his Victory 
in conſideration of which ſervice he was ſubſtituted: 
Pontifex, in the room of Publius Scipio, and had the 
Command of the Colonies which were to be ſent 
into France, of which Narbon and Arles were two. 
However when C:ſar was ſlain, and all people 
apprehenſive of new troubles, preſs'd hard for an 
Act of Oblivion, he outwent them all, and moved 
thatthey would rather take into conſideration what 
rewards ſhould be given to ſuch Killers of Tyrants. 
When his Prztorſhip was expired, and towards the 
latter end of the year, thediſcord betwixt the Tr:- 
«mvirs began to appear, he retained the Eniigns of 
his Office, beyond his juſt time, and following L#. 
Antonius the Conſul, Brother to the Triumvir as far 
ah gene, the reſt ſurrender'd themſclves and 
fell oft,he could not be wrought upon to deſert him, 
but was the only perſon continued with him to the 
laſt. From Per«ſia he eſcap'd firſt to Preneſte, from 
thence to Naples; where having endeavoured to 
raiſe anArmy ofServants by promiſing them liberty, 
but in vain; he was forc*'d once more into Sicily : 
but being arrived-there,it was notlong before anew 
diſgult ſent him away again to 24. Antonus to A- 
chaia, for he was neither admitted into the preſence 
of Sextus Pompeins as he expected, nor permnnreng ta 

| ave 
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have therods carried before him as he'ought. Being 
arrived at Achaiaand Peace in a ſhort time made a- 
mongit them all, he returned to Rome with 24. An- 
thorny, and although he had Children before by his 
WiteL.Druſill and ſne was again with Child at that 
time, he gave her nevertheleſs to Azguſtus whode- 
ſired her for his Wife, not long after which, he dy- 
ed leaving his two Sons behind him, T3berias and 
Druſus, furnamed Mero's. 

5. Some have been of opinion that Tiberius was 
born at Funde, upon a ſlight conjefture, becauſe 
his Mothers Grandmother was a Fundane, and a 
while after the Image of Feliciry was publickly ſet 
up there, by a Decree of the Senate. But the moſt, 
and moſt credible Anthors aſſure us that he was born 
inRome in the Palatine Mount, the {ixteenth day be- 
fore the Calends of December, 7M. </Emilins Lepi- 
dus being again Conſul with Z. Munatins Plancus 
after the Wars at Philippi, as appears by the pub- 
Tick Afts and Records. Yet there are thoſe who 
maintain that he was born the year before in the 
Conſulſhip of Herrins and Panſa, and others in the 
year following, Servilius Iſauricus, and Antonius be- 
ing Conſuls. 

6. His infancy was expos'd to much danger and 
incommodity,by reaſon of the perſecution of his Pa- 
rents, whom he alwayes accompanied, and ſome- 
times with no little peril to them, ' for they having 
got privately into a boat to preſerve themſelves 

om their Enemies who had purſued them to Na- 
ps he had like twice to have betray'd them by 
1s cryes, once when he was taken from his Nurſes 
breaſt, and the other out of his Mothers lap on a 
ſudden by thoſe who were conſtrained according to 
the neceſlity of that time to eaſe the goodWomen of 
their 
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their burthen.Having been carried with them round 
about Sicily and Achaia, They recommended: him 
publickly to the Lacedemomans, becaule they were 
ander the protection of the Clardi. As he was'in 
his journey from thence in thenight, he ran a great 
hazard of his life, for there came a ſudden flame out 
of a wood which incompalſs'd the Company- in ſuch 
manner, that part of Zivia's hair and habit was 
burnt by it, The preſents which were given-him in 
Sicily by Pompeia the Siſter of Sexr. Pompeins, (as a 
ſhort Coat and Buttons with Boſſes of Gold) are 
ſtill kept and to be ſeen at Bajeat this day. After 
his return to Rome, he was adopted by the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of 2. Gallizs a Senator, but though 
he made bold with the Eſtate and Inheritance, he 
would not take upon him his Name, becauſe he had 
been formerly of the party againſt Auonſtus. When 
he was but nine years old he made a Funeral Orati- 
on for his Father, publickly before the Xsſtra. In Au 
guſtus his Triumph aſter his Victory at Altium, 
though but a youth, he attended his Chariot riding, 
on horſeback on the lefr fide of it, as Marcellus the 
Son of Ottavia did on another on the right. He 
Preſided alſo in the Afiack Games, and command- 
ed the Troop of young Noble-men in the Trojane 
Solemnitzes which were celebrated in the Gr- 
CUS, 

7. From the time he firſt put on his Y;rile Robe, 
tothe Commencement of his Empire, he beha'd 
himſelf for the moſt part as follows, He cxhibit- 
ed a Sword-play in Memory of his Father, and ano- 
ther of his Grandfather Dr«ſ#;, but in ſeveral pla- 
ces and times; the firſt in the Forum, the other in 
the Amphitheatre, having by the promiſe of 100000 
Seltercesengaged ſome of the Rxdiari, or perſons 

treed 
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freed formerly and exempt from that profeſſion, to | 


maintain the Combat; . Other divertiſements he 
gave likewiſe to the people, though he was abſent 


imſelf, all very Magnificent, and partly at the ex- 


pence of his Mother and Father-in-law. His firſt 
Wite was Agrippina, the Daughter of Agrippa, and 


Grand-child' of Cecihus Atticus a Roman Knight, 


to whom there are ſome Epiſtles from Cicero till 
extant, by whom he had his Son Druſus; Yet 
though ſhe was with Child again, and they lived 1n 
ect amity and affeftion, he was conſtrained to 
eave her, and marry Juha the Daughter of Au- 
guſfus, whoſe humour diſpleas'd him as much, as 
Aegrippinas was agreeable; and the more, becauſe 
in her firſt husbands time ſhe had expreſs'd ſo great 
a paſſion for him, that it was become the Common 
diſcourſe. He had ſo great a regret for the loſs of 
Aprippina, that having one day met her by accident, 
he could not reſtrain his Eyes from diſcovering his 
Commotion, inſomuch that Order was given that 
he ſhould ſee her no more. When he firſt marry- 
ed to Fulia they lived happily together, but it leſ- 
ſen'd by degrees,and at laſt things cameto that pals, 
they —_ their beds, eſpecially after the death of 
a Son which he had by her at Aquilea, who whillt 
he lived was a pledg, and obligation of kindneſs in 
them both. His Brother Druſus dying in Germany, 
he convey*d him to Rome, and march'd the whole 
journey on foot before the Corps. 

8. His firſt pleadings were before Auguſtus, in 
defence of King Archelaus, the Tralkians, and the 
Theſſalians, in ſeveral Cauſes. He implored the re- 
lief of the Senate, in the behalf of the Laadicenes, 
Thyatzrenes, and the inhabitants of Chio, who had 


» 
Fannius 


ſutter'd exceedingly by an Earthquake. He charged 
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\ Fanniu with#dtigh Treafon, for: having: com> 
ſpir'd againſt Auznſftas, with Havre ns 
 caus'd him to be condeimn'd. - | 


he had two itaployments; : 
 ſelfof both very well ; his firſt was, ET 
of Corn, and other proviſions, which at 1507 wk 
were very ſcarce; the other was, "the 
and viſitation of all the Work-houſes, onflaoks.off 
CorreCtion 10 fraly;7 whofe Maſters were grown in- 
famous, for taking io Travellers and making rhenx: 
work; and co ſuch as: were by:their. fear! 
ford to ſuch p 
tary Oath, andbel f 
9. The firſt time he bare Arrs,. was as a Mitixi 
tary Tribune in the Wars of Cantabrig: a while! 
after he was made General of an Army;\:which he: 


conduct dinkg? Av, ared the dom-te: 
Tigranes, pon a gal on purpoſe. put 
Crown upon ms hc; FECOVE 5d the En 
alſo which th yur had taken from: MO-afen 


' after which he had the Goverftiment: of Gall Qt 
mata about a year, and ſetled It imquiet;. notwath« 
ſtanding the-diſſentions amongſtthe Princes, nt 
the incurſions. of the Barbarians. After this:the 
managed the Wars againſt the Rhetians, the /znde- 
hicians, the Pannonags8%and Gervnarns. In his? 
tian and YVindelick \Wavs, x fubducd the people 
upon the Alps ; and 'the: Brevcs, ' and WTF 
in his Pannonich;| and havin / tranſported 40000 
men (which ſurrendred-the to him inGer= 
mary) into France, he afligned them habitatiqus 
upon the banks of the Kine, and ſetled them there» 
'Asarecompence forſo many honourable exploits; 
he entred into Rome both Ovart on'Horſe-batk; 
and” T] T rignnplaent in. his Chantot ;! #4 as ſome people 
_M.. 


conceive, 
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... uf md had the honour to have his. Triumphat; 
4afterr@new-way, never. given to any 
pr opoorpns 'Heiwas advanc'd'to the” Magilſtracies | 
early; and ran through them all as 
——— ut 20termiſſion, | both Queſtorſhip, ; 


made Gonſubagaing'andreceiv*d the Office of Tri- 
bunefor five years together. . | 
107 In the midit'of fo many profperitics, in the 
flower of hisage;and. iti the perfection of his health, 
hetdok-aifancy ona ſudden toretire,and to remove 
" inddifomie remote place, out of all converſation : 
Wnether this melancholy proceeded from the i!l 
of his/Wate, hom he neither durſt accuſe, 
| mts, 18:not'certain to this day ; or whether 
"T6wasito:make:himfelf more conſiderable by his 


Ts ight. be ſought to by the 
_ Ns 


| Gangroegs eXigence. 
mat ire of yt fr, the Sans of Arngnſtus 


bemg now. grown: up, he w ly. ref > the 
, ffondplace ofithe they Abi he had 
-- follonguſurp'd 54h which he followed the example 
_ df Ad. Agrippa, who retired to Afirylene upon the 
promotion "Gs M. Marcellus to 'publick imploy- 
ment , -Jeſt, his..preſence might give him any 
Onbrage, or obſtrifition : . Which reaſon Tiberius 
d:himſelfat.laſt; but when he defired leave 
to:gpy.he pretended nothing, but that being tired 

with Honours,.:be, might have liberty to retire - 
and ſopolitive was hisreſolution, that neither the 
deprecations:of his Mother, nor Father-in-law, who 
IP complain'd: to ithe. Senate of his deſerting them, 
- were able toalter:it; and when they endeavour'd* 
tdhaveidefdin'd him by force, he'forbore his meat 
= fonr ob -at: laſt hnding him -inexpugnable, 


2 Wy they ' 
2? 


anibConſulſhip. "Awhile atter he was. 


— 
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hey permitted him to depart, which he did in ſith 
taſte, that having left his Wife and his Child&at 
tome, he went to Oftia immediately, not fo'muctt 
s ſpeaking one word to thoſe which attended him” 
"nwards in his way, or faluting' but ſome few'of 
hem when they took their leaves of him: | 

11. As he was coaſting abont Campania, news: 
Ying brought him of Azgrſtus his weaknefs and” 
ndifÞolition, it put a ſmall ſtopto hisadvance: But” 
1 rumour prevailing, as if his hopes of a revolutt-: 
Mn had ſtopt him, he put to Sea, though the wea-' 
her was rough, and faiPd dire&tly for Rhodes; be-' 
ng taken with the pleaſant and healthful Scituation 
ff that place, when in his return from' Armenia he 

ut in there. He contented himfelf with a ſmall 
ouſe both in the Town and Countrey, and pro- 
poſing a private life, he walk*d up and down with- 
2ut any Officer or Train, Viſiting the Academies 
ometimes, and bet, \ es the Greeks as fa- 
miliarly as they had been his equals. [As he was dif- 
poſing one morning of his bulinefs for all day, he 
append to fay he would go ſee all the ſick people 
n the City; thoſe that ſtood near miſtaking his 
neaning, gave Orders forthwith, that al! the diſ- 
aſed perſons ſhould be brought intoa long Gallery, 
ind placed there in order, according to the diverſity: 
ff their diſtempers. This Order being execnted, 
1e was much ſurprized with ſo unexpected a ſight 3; 
ind not knowing-on a ſudden what he was to do, 
fter ſome littte deliberation he went tothem, aſſured 
hem he wasnot Conſcious of their coming thither, 
ind defired to be excuſed to'the meaneſt and moſt 
teſpicable of them-all- During the whole time he 
was Tribune, he was obſerved to make nſe of his 
Eribunitial authority but once,and no more: Being; 
| M 2 conſtant 
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vaſtant and. afſiduops at the Schools, and publick. 
\cad1iags, ere was' One of the gals ſoſaucy as' 

). give him-Jll. Language, for thatas he conceived. 
Fea ed-more to his Adverſaries fide againſt 
k can was "Pirading with. great vehemence at. 
tnat, time : withdrawing himfelf therefore by. de- 
grees, he went home as privately as he could, and 
returning ſuddenly with his Officers, he command- 
edhim to be cited to appear by the publick Crycr, 
and Committed him to priſon. A while after, he 
underſtood hisWifeFuba was condemned for her in- 
continencies,. and that Auguſtus by his own Autho- 
rity had ſent her a Bill of Divorce in his Name : 
Though the News was not unpleaſing in it felf,: yet 
he ought but decent on his parrt, to intercede by 
ſeveral Lettersto Axguftns in the behalfof his daugh- 
ter-:. and if he could nor prevail for a perfett recon- 
ciliation,. at leaſt to implore that (however ſne had 
deſerved of him) ſhe might yet be permitted to en- 
Joy whatever he had given her before. The time of 
his Tribuneſhip being expired, he declared, that he 
retired. out of Rome upon no other grounds, but to 
prevent any emulation and faloufic that Zycixs and 
Caixs might conceive of him, and that now being 
ſecured againſt that apprehenſion, and they old and 
capable enough of the ſecond place in the Empire, 
he hid humbly cntreat he might have likerty to ſee; 
; = iggy 8m again... But inſtead of obtaining his 
deſire, he received a ſmart anſwer, That having 
left them in ſ@ much haſte ahd impatience, hc* 


to lay aſide all thoughts "of his Parents for they 


future. i 
..12. Hecontinped therefore at Rhodes againſt his 


will;having with much adoby the ſolicitation of his. 


nant 


Mother, prevai'd tobe made Auguftxs his Licute-\ | 
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nant inthoſe parts, tocover his diſgrace : arid then 
he lived not Daly as a private, man, "but as ati ob- 
noxious and conſcious perſon, Wding' himfetm 
the middle ofthe Ifland,” toayoid the Complement 
tal viſits of ſuch as ſailed that way, and before'that, 
were accuſtomed to pay him their reſpects; there 
being no body departing for Rome*enther to'Com- 
mand any Army, or to Exerciſe any Civit Magiftra?. 
cy in thoſe parts, but they came on purpoſe to kiſs 
his hands there. Buthis greatelt affliction was, that 
having croſs'd the Seas to Samor to make a viſit to 
Cains.tis Wives Son, ro whom Auguſtus had given 
the Government of the Eaſt, he found himſelf but 
very coldly received upon certain informations, 
which Loſliushis Governour,and Comyade,nad infifm- 
ated againſt him : he was ſuſpeftedalſo of evil pra- 
Ctiſes with certain Captains whichhe bad preferred 
who returning to the Camp according to their pal- 

*t, were ſuppoſed to be have been ſent by himto 

ound the affections 'of their Compantons,,. and. ME 
poſe them to new Commotions; 'of which when He 
was admoniſh*d by Azouftus, be ſolicited very carn- 
eltly that he might have ſomeÞDody appointed as a 
- Watch, or Witneſs of his aCtions and words. 

13, His uſual Exerciſes of riding 'and fencin 
helefr off about this time : and having laid aſidethe 
faſhion of his own Countrey, he took np” the 0-4 
and, Sandals according to the Greeks ; which he 
wore for two years, making himſelf daily fo odions 
and contemptible thereby, that the Nemanſenſes 
pull'd down his'Statues; and at a feaft where Cour 
and his friends were preſent, he being ſpoken of b 
accident, one of the Company ſtood up and rofmif: 

.ed Cuius, That if he would Command him,” he would 
20 immediately to Rhodes, - and'fetch him the head of 
a M y that 
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that Exi/e,. (for ſo be-was called then;) Upon this 
not only . reaſonable fear, but manifeſt danger, no 
yonder. if he xegoubled his Prayers (both by his 
Mather and himlclf”) that he might have liberty tg 
returnz, which he obtain'd at laſt, by the aſſiſtance 
bf another accadeht, for Auguſtus having reſoly'd tg 
da nothing in that affair, without the Concurrence 
of Gzus, it fortuned that at that time he was offend- 
ed with Zollys, which was bappy for Tiberius, for 
by that means he was more eaſily perſwaded to give 
his Conſent. He was call'd home therefore by the 
-miſſion of Cazxs,: but with proviſion that he 
ſhould not interpoſe in any matter of ſtate. - 
- 14. After he had beenabſent. eight years, he re- 
is Rome, with greatand almoſt certain hopes 


from; ſeveral predictions, and prodigies, 
is Mother Livia being with Child of ans en- 
eavouring to inform her ſelf whether it ſhould be a 
y or a Girl; haying. taken an Egge from under a 
etting Hen, by keeping it ſometimes in her own, 
and ſometimes in thg,hands of her ſeryants,ſhe kept 
it ſo warm that at laſt a Cock Chicken was hatched, 
with a wonderful Comb upon its head. And when 
he. was but an infant, Scribomus an Aſtrologer pro- 
mis'd great things of him, and, That he eud one 
day rewn, but without the Enſignes of Royalty, for as 
yet the influence and authority of the Geſars was 
not known. . As he.entred likewiſe into his Firſt ex- 


1 


pedition, and-was marching with his Army thorow | 


Macedonia into Syria, it fortun'd,that the Altars 
which of old had been conſecrated by the Victori- 
ous Legions near Philipps, ,brake: out intoa flame on 


a ſudden, and gave a great light, A while after,as he » F 
was going ito Jlyricum, he conſulted the Oracle of | 


Geryon 


c Joy advancement, as he had fancied from his 
lis Mo 


Fbe:LYfe.afViljethufCrfalr £67 
03 near. Padouazi where We 00); TT itavas 
—_—_ that inarder torefolye: tins þrdponnded 
Queſtions; he-ſhawld -throw@Go Jens Die into the 
Fountainof dps; whichhaving clone; :thellne 
he threw iny appeared with'tlie greateft.n 
permoſt,- and are to-be ſeen under the-water t6:thi 
veryuday; not long befove- his petuimn,: an; Eagle 
came arx} fat uponthe top of his Houteg: which yad 
a/Bird never ſeen in Rhodes befote. 1 The iday betbre 
he was aſſured of hisreturn, as hewast his 
Clothes, .his-Shirt appear'd. asf iti hadibeedr on 
fire. Thrafylus alſo a/Profefior in Aſbvology, rwham 
as a.great-Mafterihehad> receiv. anap diis'Houley 
and.nto his familiat Converſati "ng 
making towards themuata ioehe aſſur 
himthat Veſſel broughthin: | 
welthe ſaid 'traeyAforthis = Fury 
not beech an{wer'& as yer, by'faitab $;: hear 
folv'd at that tirheagthey:w evOR 
theſhore,to hidve taken his and thrown 


him-into the Seagnassdnes thatoi '\Prophety 

and without any &noyledge ts, infinu- 

ated into/ a-contidance of ngwtquas ch bu 

_ 113124403 ban es rl; 
Beingreturhed: woos Io: 

his Douſur treat ey 

al Court, the removellly h——_ wr nary Ry 


Houſe in the ſireetCoar:ze, /nok Ewan the: 
dens.of Aferennuy devbtion hi wholly to quiet 
arideaſe,performibgahe Offices of a/private coy 
owl yz"butonot im abiall ammatters 0 


Caikand:Emnia@dyi mgwithinrbroegears after, "he 
was adopted by 4 an togethers with Agr, 
their'Brothet; bubdifore Tiberis was adopted, _— 


Was FEE d toadopt:Germanicxs is Brothers: Soft ; 
Jf M 4. After 


ad Ah£If of: TiBedjui\ Own 
he perform'd'\nothing as/the 


Maſter ofa-Family, nor refervedny of thote rights | 


— which he lolt bphis Adoption; | For -be-neither gave 

anyiDonations; enfrarchis'd any. Seryants, nor re- 
ceividany Legacy or Inheritance other wiſe than as 
Peckliamsy andy ithe conſent of: his-Father : from 
———_ —_—_ was omitted that might-contri- 


1016-2Ths:TcilRinitial Nona ups 
erm him.yhe 'fecohnd:itime louger, he 
was ſehetd quatie the tranbles, IR G\ : 'And 


hadOrders as ſoon as my 
ee tain Þ, Roving New News of the de- 
ED nInna> he 'he reinawed-from thence to 
mandge the molt dange- 
rous and anime of the Forreign Wars, 
fince ac! 


+ operon {His Army con- 

gions,; andbas:many Auxiliaries, 
x thres: ogether in con- 

z}thin rt ned of Cain: 

And though he was gften 4 8d to return,he woulc 

Never give fprehendinghe. 

had. ua _—_—_— nc Porent-Enemy quickly 


upon -his o:would; vhave miſtaken his 
retreit,' and: eter], ita : And tadeed 
he was wyell:re t vairchiviperſevecanter, far 
he reduce are lof; diyricum which hes 

.. betwixt 7 agus Kingdoms-:of - Noriam: and | 
* Thrace," A 'Detwixt the River Danubige and the 

« Adriatich, Sea.” 7 1 ou ye 


17. Nor was' the: defeat of Quis. Varus ind bis 


{layeLoqong FEE cut im pieces about that | 
; time 


ſhonld-have | 
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ime in Germany) aimalt advantage and accumula- 
10n of his Glory, no body doubting but the Victo- 
10us Germans would have joined with the Pannorme- 
ns, had not-{ſtyricum been ſubdued. For theſe noble 
xploits he had a Triumph decre<d for him, beſides 
everal other.honours ; ſome adviſed to have him 
alPd as his ſur-name, Pannonicus, others to give 
1m the Epithete of Invsncible, others of Fiows. But 
Auguſtus oppoſed himſelf toall thoſe Titles, aſſuring 
hem that Tzberizs would be content with what- he 
vould leave him at his death. _ As for his Truuwph, 
ie put that off himſelf, the City of Rome being at 
hat time in great affliftion for YVarws his deicat. 
Nevertheleſs he made a publick Entry intothe City 
n his Pretextaor imbroidred Robe of Purplegwitha 
>haplert of Lawrel upon his head :-and a Tribungl 
xing erected for him in the Camprs' Martwis; and 
he Senate. ſtanding. by, he went up into-it, -anfl 
wlac'd himſelf (with Auguſtus) between the two 
onluls; | after which he ſaluted the people, and 
vas honourably conducted round about tne Tem- 
les. II 1,7 B42 | I 

18..:The next; year. being returned into Germany, 
nd underftatiding that the loſs of Quinr. YVarus and 
1s Legions proceeded meerly from uis own neglt- 
zence and temerity, ihe reſolved to aft nothing but 
Yy the advice of his Council, (He which before fol- 
owed his own-judgment alone, began now to Com- 
numcate with ſeveral perſons im the management 
ff his War.) ; His care from thjs time was greater 
than pore Beipg about to paſs the Rhzre, he 
ſtood himſelf upon the bank of the River, apd ha- 
ring preſcrib'd certain Rules and DireQtions for his 
proviſions, he wonld not letany of them paſs, - tall 
ne had examined the load of every Waggon, :Jeit 


any 
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-any thing elſe ſhould be carryed but what was 'ne- 
ary or allowed. On the other {ide the Rhine, this 
courſe of life was ſo moderate and incurious, that 
hedined many times upon the Ground withont a 
Cloth, and flept whole nights without Tent. or 
Pavillion. His Orders for the next day (or if any 
thing happened unexpectedly) he gave alwayes in 


little Tickets; with this admonition, that if they | 


doubted” of anything they ſhould-apply them- 
ſelves. tono netfin but himſelf for interpretation, 
to' whom- they might repair at all” hours in the 
night. | 
5 19. He wasafevere exattor of Military Diſcit 
pline; and to the end it might bethe more punCtu-. 
ally *obſervy*d, he revived all the old:and obſolete 
uniſhments' and diſgraces. which were practiſed 
mancient-rimes; <1 ſo much as he. diſparaged a 
'Lieutenant ofwhanen; for having: ſent Souldiers 
with a Freeman of tis,\'a hunting on the other ſide 
ofthe River. Though he exposgd himſelf but ſel- 
dom tothe hazzards of a Battley yet: he-engaged' 
with moreconhdence, if whilſt he was watching in 
.thenight, the Candle fell down-of it ſelf without 
any impulſion,” and went ont, '-it'being an Omen 
(as he faid) which had been fortunate both'to 
him and his predeceſſors, in all their Expeditions. 
Yet nevertheleſs one day, after his uſual ſucceſs; he 
had like to have been killed by a' private: man, who 
being-obſerv'd about his Perſon with ſome terrour 
in his countenance, was ſeiz'd\upon immediately, 
and OY the whole deſign being put upon the 
Rack. Song 297 KT} 
20. Two yearsafter, beingreturn'd ont of Ger- 
many tO Rome, he made hisTriumph, which he had 
put off till then, attended by the- to * for 
whom 
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whom he had obtained the Triumphal Ornaments: 
Before he entred into the Capitol, he deſcended 
from his Chariot, and threw himſelf at Auguſtus 
his feet, who ſat then as Preſident. The ſolemnity 
being paſt, he diſpatcl"'d Baton the General of the 
Pannonians to Ravenna, after he had rewarded him 
with magnificent Preſents, in recompence of his 
kindneſs in permitting himſelf and his Army to 
zſcape out of a dangerous place, in which they were 
2ncompalſs'd. After this he madeaſolemn Dinner 
for the people, and allow'd thema thouſand Ta- 
bles, beſides a diſtribution off three thouſand Se- 
Ferces a man 3, and out of his ſpoils he dedicateda 
Temple to Concord,and another to Caſtor and Pollnx, 
n his own name, and his Brothers. 

21. Not longafiter, by order of the Conſuls, be 
was joyn'd in the Government of the Provinces 
with Auguſtus, and was imploy*d alſo. about 1n- 
pection into the Names and Revenues. of. all: the 
Citizens,with him ; after he had diſcharged the ſaid 
QAthce, he was departed for-./llyricwm, but being 
calPd back on a ſudden by the way upori Auruſtus 
his ſickneſs, :he found him 1rrecoverable, but yetſo 
ſenſible,he had private conference with him a whole 
day together, I know it is reported, that after 
Twveris was goneout from him, the Servants at- 
tending on Auguſtus in bis Chamber, ſhould hear 
him ſpeak theſe words ; Miſerum populum Romas» 
num, qui ſub tam lentis maxillis erit, Oh unhappy 
people of Rome, that ts to be under Jo ſlow apair of 
orinders, Nor am I ignorant what ſome have 
written, That Auguſtus was ſo ſenfible of his ill 
nature, that in the midſt of hismirth, and pleafant 
diſcourſe, he would ſtop and take up ſometimes, 
if he ſaw him .coming into the room: And he 

- either 


ys TheEifrof Tibetius Ceſar; 
either the na res» of his Wife had prevail*dfor © 
ie wasacted byuan ambitionof Þ / 


his adoption, or elſe | 
making his deathimore regretted; by the badneſsof 
his ſucceſſor. Nevertheleſs I cannot be perſwaded, 
that. a-Prince of his fagacity and prudence, ſhould 
proceed ſo ſlightly in an affair of that importance. 
I. rather believe, that having weigh'd both his 
Vices; and Virtues, hethought his Virtues did pre- 
ponderate; eſpecially when I conſider, that ina 
publick Aſſembly he ſwore, that he adopted him for 
na.other cauſe, but out of his affettton to the Ciymmon- 
wealth; andiin ſome of his Epiſtles commended him, 
not only for an excellent Captain, but as the only 
ftay..and ſupport*of the people of Rome z- out of 
which I have thought. good to inſert ſome of his 
[me as an initance, Farewel, my moſt dear 

iberwus, # be happy in your Enterprizes, fieht- 
£77 £45 you ao) for” me ay the ; Muſes ; ho wr 


happy; As you are 4 moſt valiant and accompliſh'd Cap- * 


tam.” Atieu, have a care of your Summer Quarters; 
xs. for my ownpart, my Tiberius, [believe confident 
among ſt. ſo many difficulties and diſorders, among ſt jo 


much remiſcneſs 'and-cowardiſe in the Army, no man 


could bave carried himſelf withmore prudence than you 
have done, in ſo much that all perſons which have Jad 
the honour to be near yout, do unanim ou ly acknowledge, 
that this Verſe cannot more properly b 

man living, than to your ſelf : | 


4 
% 


Unvstomo nobis vigilando reſtituit rem. 


. What _ had loſt before, by dire wi daved, 


I now'reſtor'd by one mans vigilance, 


And in another place ; Whether - < Jays be) T be | J 
390% ſeriouſly ? 


e apply'd to any 
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rriouſly to conſider of an aff tir, or whether ' thing 
wy = rY to reſent,” I want my Tiberive 
mmediately, and this ſaying of Honour comes conflantly. 
to my mwd, By this mans condutt and prudence, we 
wht both of us eſcape, even out of the fire. As often 
1s 1 ans told how much you are fallen away by your. in- 
lefatigable labaur, may I perifb if I do not tremble to. 
ear ut. Let me deſire youtherefore to have more Care 
f your ſelf for the future, left the firſt news of your fuck: 
reſ:, be the"death of your Mother, and me, and the 
cople of Rome run a great hazzard of laſing their 
Empire, My own health is not conſiderable to me, 
enleſs you be well alſo. I beg of the Gods that they 
yould preſerve you in perpetual health for our benefit, 
9 have no prejudice or animoſity to the people of 

ome, 
- 22, He did not ſuffer Augxſts his death to be 
publiſh'd, till he had caus'd young Azrippa to be 
lain. He was killed by a Military Tribune, (in. 
whoſe cuſtody he was at that time) after he had 
read the Warrant for his Execution to him, Which, 
Warrant, whether left by Auouftus when he died, 
to prevent any troubles that might happen upon 
his death, or whether contrived by Livia 1n Augw-: 
Eushis name, with or without the privity of The 
r1#:, is a thing uncertain to this very day : This is: 
molt true, that when the Tribune brought -him 
word, he had executed his Commands, he told him; 
He had no ſuch Command from him, and'that he ſbould 
rwwe an Account of it to the Senate. But.it was only 
to put, off the ſcandal for the preſent, for it was 
afterwards forgotten,and no more mention madeof 
It at all. 
\ 23. Afﬀeer this, as he was Tribune of the people,. 
ke made uſe of the authority of his Office, to con- 
| VOCATE - 
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yocate the Senate; and having begun a conſolas | 1 


Oration to them, he ſtopt on a ſudden in the 
beginning of his Speech, as unable to reſtrain the 
violence of his ſorrow, and witha moſt profound 
ſigh wiſh'd to God, That not only his woice, but his 
- would fail bim ;, and at the ſame time gave his 

votes to his Son Druſ#s to read out. This done, the 
haſt Will and Teſtament of 49»/fus was brought 
unto the Council, but none of the Witneſſes ad- 
mitted in, except ſuch as were Senators; the reſt 
being commanded to acknowledgetheir Hands and 


Seals in the Chambers without, to which purpoſe. 


it was read amongſt them by one of his Freemen : 
The beginning of it was thus; For as much as it was 
ill fortune to have Caius and Lucius (my Sons ) 


raken from me, I do by theſe preſents makg Tiberius my. * 


Heir in two thirds of my Eſtate. ' From whence their 
inion was much fortified, who believ'd he choſe 
him his Succeſſor miore out of neceſſity, than 
Eleftion, otherwiſe he would have forborn ſuch a 
Preface as that. 
, 24. Though he made no difficulty of affuming the 
Dominion, as appear*d by his Guards, which is a 
mark of violence and ſoveraignty, yet he refus'd it 


moſt impudently for a long time, rebuking his. 
friends ſometimes which ſollicited him, and telling; 
. them, They kyew not how unmanageable a Beaſt an 


_— was. Sometimes by the ambiguity of his 
anſwers, he held the Senate in ſuſpence, who were 
at his feet all the while, begging and conjuring him 


toaccept of it; till at laſt, one impatient of his 
Jugling, cry'd out inthe mid(t of the tumult,- Ler 
him take the Empire, or leave it, Another declar'd in- 


his preſence, That other people perform ſlowly, what 


they readily promiſe >. but he promiſed but ſlowly, what * 
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be had already perform'd. At laſt, as if over-power*d 
and complaining of the miſerable burden and ſervi- 
rude which they had brought upon him, he accepted 
the Government, but ſo as he gave them hopes he 
would one day reſign. His own words were theſe z 
[ will a8ept and keep it, till ſuch time as you in your 
preat prudence ſhall think_ fit. to give repoſe to my 
ld age. 

25. Yet it was not without reaſon he was deli- 
berating ſo long, conſidering the dangers impend 
ng from all parts. It was often his expreſſion, that 
be had a Woolf bythe ear , and he was not much. in 
the wrong, fora Servant of Agrippa's (Clement by 
name) was gotten at the head of no inconſiderable- 
body of men, to revenge the death of his Maſter : 
And Lucins Scribonsus Libo, a perſon of honour and 
quality, was forming a party againſt him: Beſides 
which there was a double mutiny in his Army, one 
n [llyricum, the other in Germany, in both placesthe 
Souldiers inſiſting upon things beyond alt cuſtom 
Xr preſident ; but above all thoſe in Germany preſt 
hard, that they might have the ſame pay with his 
Pretorian Troops. Others would by no means 
have a Prince, but of their own making, and putit 
home upon Germanicxs (who at that time. .com- 
manded them) totake upon him the Government, 
which he would never admit. This being*he 
joe of Tiberius his apprehenſions, he remon- 

ted to the Senate, that one man was not ſuſh- 
cientdor the whole adminiſtration, that it was ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould have one Colleague at leaſt, and 
therefore defired they would depute him ſome per- 
ſon or other, as they pleas'd themſelves. He pre- 
tended infirmities likewiſe, that Germaniczs might - 
with the morepatience expect his ſpeedy ſucceſſi- 

ON, 
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Qn,or a ,to. be made his allociate in the Govern-. ? 
ment.: . The ſeditions being compoſed, he managed | 
his deſigns fo well, that he circuttyented- Clemens | 
and got into | his hands.-, Zo. (becanſe he * 
would not Rem ſevere in the be inmng of his Em- 7 
Pire) he reprehended ron in the Senate, ®but it 


was two, years after his offence, during which time 
he c ted hzmſelf to Mye an eye over him, and, 
to ſtand his Guard, For as they were ſacri- 
ficing one Cay amongſt the reſt of the Pontifices, he * 
gaveorder that Libs ſhould have a leaden knife gi- .* 
ven him inſtead of| his Cleaver, and baving deſired. 3 
to ſpeak with him in private, Tyberias would not 
admit him but in the preſence of his Son Druſus, and 
then whilſtthey were walking together he held him 

the right hand, as if he were leaning upon him, i 

which poſture he continued to the end of their DiC. = | 
owes 

26; Being delivered frorn his fears, he cortiport- 
ed himſelf very civilly at firſt, and with more mode- * 
ration than ifit had been a privateperſon. Of many 
and extraordinary honours which were offered him, 
he accepted but few, and thoſe of the meaneſt ſort. 
His birth-da falling out in the time of the Plebeian Þ 
Games exhiliced in the Greus, he would not ſuffer | 
to be celebrated with any addition extraordinary, 
morEthan a Chariot and two Horſes He forbad 
any Temples,or Prieſts or Flamins4@gbe decreed for: 
him, thatany Statues ſnould be erected for him bar” ;*; 
.. by his own permiſlion, which he granteg only upen+ 
condition they ſhould not -place them among the: ' 
Images of the Gods, butamongſt the Ornaments of 
their Houſes. He protiibutedj. ei all ſwearing: 
tothe obſervation of his Ak __ 
bs eas ſhould. be: canes j/ Or 


_ _ (6 — ” 
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Livius. © Herefus'd alſo the Titles'of Emperonr of 
Father of bis Countrey, and-would not admit the Ci- 
vick Crownto beſet up beforehis Houſe: - He -ne- 
ver took upon him the name of Azi2ufus though ir 
was hereditary,but in his Letters to Kings and'great- 
Potentates,nor excercis'd the office of Conſul more 


than-three times, the firſt for few.days, the ſecond 
for three months, third and the to-the dev of 


 25,' For flattery he had ſo great an averſion, that: 
he never admitted any Senator to fffake hint afly' 
Complement, or todiſcourſe with him about any 
ſerious affair when he was in his Litter.” A perſon 
that had been Conful-humblinghiriſelf tohimupon* 
ſome offence; -andendeavontingtothrow himfelfat' 
his feet, he avoided/him/Tbhaftily;-he fell dowrowps 
on his back, +I in» common tenverſation, or any- 
ſolemn Oration, any:thing\ was-fpokeywith more+ 
than ordinary Complazſance, he not- only .interfupt- 
ed,: but reprehendedthe ſpeaker." One'calling him). 
Dominus,he corrected him immediately, and defirett- 
him not to mention him any more inderifion 5; ano-) 
ther-calling his imployments. ſacrex> he intteared\ 
him-to change his Epithere and to natne them Thou) 
bleſome ;, and a third having faid that heentredinto- - 
the Senate by his Authirity, he comiianded himto 
alter his note, and let it be per ſwaſion: ' _— 
28. All 0anderobs reports, libells, ard lampoons; 
either of him, or his; h&endvred with ſo much pati-* 


' ence, It was his uſualexpreſliony 1» a free Ciry, the 


thoughts and tongue of every man oiiphe ro be free. Abt 
when the Senate '/propus'd to hith tpoiia tirne to" 
have ſuch offenders exatnintd , he 'replyed ; We 
have.not time exongh t0:inexze ourſelves in ſuch trifles; 
If you; open this' door once to ſuch informations, ere, 
N wil 
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will be nothing elſe "t6 ES) tder that pretence, 
man will revenge himſelf upon his adverſary, by- 

ace him to you. Beſedes. this there 1s Gant Ne 
a yery modeſt expreſhon of his ſpoken in the Se- 
nate, -upon. vecation of ſome bodies ſpeaking ill 
of: him. : 1f ſo: be: (ſays he) he Jpeake of me othey- 
wiſe than' wel, ' 1 will geve as good an account of m 
words and altions as I can, and if be perſiſts, I will 
hate him again. Sb | 

29. In one reſpect theſe libells were the more 
abominable/ becauſe he himſelf was fo careful in 
giving-eyery-manhis: proper Title, and reſpect, 
that he almoſt exceeded the civility of the reſt” of 
mankind. Having diſſented in his opinion from 

« Heterius in the Senate, ' Pardon me 1 beſeech you 
(Jays be) if 45 a;Senator I ſpeak; againſt you with. more 
likerty than ordinary, andthen turning to the whole 
Aſſembly, -hefaid; Moſt Grave Fathers, what I ſay 
new, have ſaid many times before, a good and pru- 

Prince, 'fo whom: you have gvven ſo great and ab- 

Salute a power, ought to be ſerviceable not only to the 
Senate, and the body of the City, but many times to 
every. particilar. Citizen : nor ao I repent of any thing 
I bave ſaid in'this Nature, having taken you alwaies 
(as T do ſtill) for: my good, juſt and moſt gracious 
Lords y | 


30. He introduc'd alfo a certain ſhow, and ap- 
pearance of liberty, in preſerving both to the Senate 
and Magiſtrates, their antient Majeſty and Power. 
Nor was there any: thing little or 'great, either of 


. publick or private. importance which he referr*d not 


to the Senate, .All matters of Taxes, Cuſtomes, Mo- 
nopolies, building or repairing of Houſes, raiſing or 
disbanding of-forces, muſtering of Legions, ! and 
Auxiliaries,. prolonging, or graniting Commiſſions 
Amend 1 8 | upon 
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upon any extraordinary war, as alſo in what man- 
ner and form it was convenient to return an anſwer 
. tothe Letters of Kings : An Officer which had the 
command of a Wing of the Army, being accus'd 
of violence and extorſfion; he conſtrained hirto aft 
ſwer it before the Senate. He never entred into the 
Senate, but alone5-.and when upon occaſion of ari 
indiſpoſition he was brought in once in his Litter, 
he Commanded all his Cotnpany to retire, +: 
31, If things were decreed ſometimes againſt his 
judgment, and advice, he complained not at all z 
- as when he had declared his opinion that a Magi- 
ſtrate deſigned, ought not to be abſent, but that 
his preſence was neceſlary, for the better acceptatis 
on, and execution of his honourable office, yet. ofis 
that was a Pretor deſigned, obtained the favourof# 
Free Embaſſage. Having propos'd another tittis 
that a certain ſum of Money left as a Legacy tothe) 
Treheians for the building a new Theattezi might 
be imploy*d towards the reparation'of Highwaits;; 
he could not prevail z but the: Will of the Teſtitor 
was performed. An Act of the Senate beingits be! 
paſt by the plurality of Voices, 'and OT 
tothe weakeſt-fide, no man tooki ſo much notice of! 
his inclination as to follow him. Nther matters wete\ 
managed by their Magiſtrates alſo, -and in the ordi=' 
nary way of Juſtice; the authority of the. Confils 
being ſo great, that certaiti Ambaſfladors from Afrirk; 
addreſſed themſelves to them for diſpatch, com-- 
plaining that they had been delay'd by Ceſai; to 
whom they were tent ; and no! wonder, for he did 
not only rife vp tothe Confuls when they carte att 
where he was, butif he met them in the ſtreets, he. 
would turn out of the way himſelf, that tliey might 
paſs with morefreedome. | : 
N 2 12, He 
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-:132 'He-rebuk'd-fuch of the 'Corſulares as were 
Generalsof Armnues, 'that they-gave the Senate no 
actoinpt of their-proceedings,. and that' they ad- 
dreſs'd: themſelves: to him inthe diſtribution of 
Military. Preſents, as it they themſelves had not a 
right of conferring, them as well as he : He com- 
mended a Pretor.for that upon his entrance upon 
his charge, he had reviv'd anold Cuſtom of com- 
memorating his Anceſtors in his. Harangne. The. 
oblequics of ſome Noblemen he honoured with his 
cdmpany to the very Grave. . An equal moderation 
he;dhew'd always both to ſmaller perſons and 
ans.; The Magiſtrates of Rhodes having ſent their. 
publigk-Lettersto him without any ſubſcription, he: 
eald them before.him, and without-any ill words 
oricorrection, . admoniſhed them only to be more' 
carnful forthe future: A Grammarian called D4o- 
geitsg) who was: wont toread publickly every Sa-" 
thniday in Rhodes, underſtanding: that Tiberius was 
caming to heatohim upon an extraordinary day, he 
wonmftnot ſuffer hiny to enter, :but/ſent him word 
byi Servant; : to torhe (ſeven days-after ; which 
Grammarian- being .come to'Reme, and ſtanding, 
heforerdhis door td ſalute him as he came forth, T- 
brine 12nd; nothing hut, . You may! come” ſever years 
heir 3\Vv hen the Prefidents, and: the[/Governours: 
of :Rnaxinees, advis'þ/him to'lay new Taxes upon 
thee. he ſent theitz:ivord back agaiir,'That a Good 

Sheptasr os Auty was rv:ſhear, not fleyhus ſheep. 
03 3zzBy degrees :heproceeded to theexerciſe of 
his Savtraign Authority, and though he were long; 


of anambignous.character, yet.was'he moſt com- 


radnhky2aclinablettofuch things as werefor the con- 


venienceand advantage of the Publick, At firſt he- 
interpos'd only fo far, as to ſee-that-nothing, was 


ect .c* > | ' done 
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done irregularly or unjuſtly, in- order-to whichhe" 
reſcinded ſeveral Conltitutions of the Senate. When- 
the Magiſtrates were ſitting in' their” Courts,” he” 
would oftentimes offer himſelf to them as a-Coun- 
ſellor,- placing himſelf ſometimes amongſt them, 
and ſometimes directly before them. If any Cri-- 
minal was reported--to be like to eſcape, by any 
favour or connivance, he appear*d in the Court un- 
expected, and either from the Inquiſitors Tribunal 
above, or out of his Curule Chair below, admoniſh'd 
them very gravely of the Law, Religion, and the: 
Crimes which were before them ; and if any cor- 
ruption or depravation was crept into the publick 
manners and cuſtomes of the people, he took the - 
care upon himſelf to ſee them reformed. 

34. He reſtrain'd the immoderate expences in 
Plays, and Spe<Ctacles 'exhibited-to the people, re-" 
trenching the Salaries of the Comedians, - ahd re-: 
ducing the Gladiators to a preciſe number. The 
prices of Corinthian Veſſels growing extravagant; - 
and the lnxury of Entertainments to-ſo wilde 'an 
exceſs, that 30000 Seſterces were given for three- 
Mullets, he complain*d of it much, aid propounded: 
that there might be ſome bounds ſet tothe expences ' 
of Furniture; and that the prices of Proviſions'in” 
tne Markets, might be annually regulated at thei 
diſcretion of the Senate ; with injunction to tlie 
e£ailes, to inhibit all Victualling-houſes and Ta-' 
verns, the ſelling of any ſort of Junkets whatſocver.” 
And that his own example might encourage other” 
people to be parſimonious and frugal, he had many 
-tames at his moſt ſolemn © Entertainments, © meat 
brought to him which had been dreſt and cut'up' 
the day before, and [uſually amongſt other things," 
half a Boar, affirming, Omnia eadem babere que to-" 


3 tum, 
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Tum, That every part had the ſame taſte as the whole. 


He put forth a Proclamation, prohibiting the kiſles 
which were daily given by way of Salutation, and 
would not ſuffer the intercourſe of New-years-gifts 
to hold any longer than the Calends of Fanuary: 
He was wont to give four times as much for New- 

arspifts, as was given to him, and with his own 
hand , but being offended that for a whole month 
together he was diſturb'd by thoſe which could not, 
come near him upon the day of his Entertainment, 
he never gave more after. 

35. He decreed likewiſe, that (according tothe 
antient cuſtom.) the Parents by common conſent 
ſhould chaſtiſe ſach married Wives as proſtituted 
themſelyes, and were not publickly accus'd by any 
bodyelſe. A Roman Knight haying ſworn that he 
wauld never put away his Wife, he diſpenc'd with 
his Oath, and gavehim permiſſion to part with her, 
far having been taken in Adultery with her Son-in- 
Iaw, Having been infarm'd that ſeveral women of 
1] reputation, had profeſs'd themſelves Bawds, and 
diyeſted themſelves of the rights and priviledges of 
marred women, thereby to evade the penalty of 


-the aws, and that the moſt looſe and debauch'd 
- young men of both Orders, had voluntarily em- 


rac'd the note of infamy, that with the more im- 
punity they might mingle themſelves with the Co- 
medians and Gladiators, he baniſh'd themall, that 
they might have no refuge -and evaſion in thoſe 
frauds, as they 'deſign'd. He topk away the Purple 
Rohe froma Senator, who had quitted his Lodg- 
1ngs, and rempyed into the Gardens before the 
Calends of 7uly, that when the ſaid day was palt,he 

ight hire another at the cheaper rate z and he dif- 


arg'da-Queſtor of his Office, far having married | 
| a 
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a woman the day before his EleCftion, and diſmiſt 
her the next day. | 
- 36. He ſtopt the courſe of Foreign Ceremomes, 
as alſo the Egyptian and Fewiſh Rites, compelling all _ 
ſuch as inclin'd to thoſe Superſtitions, ' to burn the 
Veſtments and Furniture belonging to their Relt- 
gion. He liſted the Fews/þ Youth, and under pre- 
tence of a Military Oath, he ſent them into the moſt 
peſtilent and .unwholeſome Provinces under- his 
Command, obliging the remainder of that Nation, 
and ſuchas follow'd their footlteps, to depart the . 
City upon pain of perpetual ſervitude. His reſo- 


| lution was to have done as much to the Aſtrologers, 


but upon their humble deprecations, and their pro- 
miles of quitting that proteſſion for the future, they 

were continued, | 
37. The thing he had moſt in. his eye was, the 
preſervation of the Peace, and the protection of the 
\Countrey from Robberies and Seditions, He plac'd 
Guards all through 7aly, and-in more places than 
was formerly uſed : He commanded a Camp to be 
pitch'd in Rome, for his Pretorian Bands, which be- 
fore that were quarter*dup and down inthe Inns of 
the Town.. Such popular tumults as were begun, 
he corrected ſeverely ; ſuch as were immature, and 
as yet only in deſign, he prevented as carefully. 
, A murder being committed at a Play, he baniſh'd 
the Authors, and the Comedians, (the occaſion of. 
the quarrel) nor could ever be brought to recall ' 
them, by all the prayers and ſollicitations of the 
people. The Inhabitants of Pollentia not ſuffering 
the body of an Officer of the Army to be. buried, 
nor ſtirr*'d out of the, Market-place, © till they had 
extorted a ſum of money from his: Heirs for the 
ſpetacle of the Gladiators; to chaſtiſe their inſo- 
N 4 lence, 
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lence, Tiberivs commanded two Cohorts to march 
thither, one out of the City, the other out of the 


. Kingdom of Ctius, with orders to conceal their 


deſign, and not diſcover their Armes till they were 
cane tothe Town; not being ſtrictly enough ob- 
ſery'd, they entred by the ſeveral Gates with their 
Trumpets ſounding before them, * poſleſs?d them- 
{elves ofthe place, and caſt moſt of the people and 
Magiſtrates into perpetual impriſonment. He abo- 
ltd the priyiledges of Sanctuaries whereſoever 
they were. The Cyzrceni having committed ſome 
violences upon the Romax Citizens, he deprived 
them of the freedom which they had obtain'd in the 
War againſt Mhridates. - After this time he never 
undertook any Expedition- himſelf; if there hap- 
pen'd any Commotion , he ſuppreſs'd it by his 
Lieutenants, and not then neither, but with delays, 
and upon neceſſity. When any Kings were ſuſ- 
pected of 1ll affection to the Republick, his way 
of repreſſing them was rather by complaint and 
communation, than force; ſome of which he allured 
to Rome by his fair words, and large promiſes, but 
kept them there when he had them, as Maraboduns 
the German, Thraſeypolis a Thracian, and Arche- 
laus a Cappadocian, whoſe Kingdom alſo hereduc'd 
1ato. the-form of a Province. 

' 38. For twayears together after he was arrived 
at the Empire, he never ſet foot out of the Gates of 
Rome; afterwards he. went but to the Towns adja- 
cent, and when furtheſt, but to Artium, and that 
very ſeldom, and for a few dayes only ;, though he 
had often dectared, he would viſit his Provinces and 
Armies abroad, and prepared almoſt every year for 
his journey; buying his Waggons, laying; in his 
Froviſions 1n All municipal Towns and Colonies, 
ay erty ant ee ra had 
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and proceeding ſo faras to let thepzople make 
their ſolemn prayers for his happy journey and 
return; in ſo much as he was called generally 
Callippedes, who according to the Greek Proverb 
was one That was alwayes running, yet never ad- 
vanc'd. 

39. But his two Sons being dead, Germanicys in 
Syria, and Druſus at Rome, he retired into Campa- 
1a, leaving the people in an univerſal opinion, that 
he would neither come back again thither, nor live 
long where he was; and they miſs'd but little of 
being in the right in both, for as he never return'd 
to Rome, 1o he eſcap'd death very narrowly, when 
but a few dayes after his departure, being at Supper 
in one of his Summer Houſes cajled Spelunca, not 
far from Terracia, ſeveral great Stones fell down 
ſuddenly from the. roof, and kill'd the moſt part 
both of the Servants and Guelts,without any hurt to 
himat all, 

40. When he had travell'd through Campania, 
and dedicated the Capitol at Capra, and the Tem- 
ple of Au7uſtus at Nola, which he pretended was 
the cauſe of his journey, he withdrew himſelf into 
Caprex, taking much delight in that Iſland, becauſe 
there was but one (and that a ſmall) acceſs, the 
reſt being as it were hedg'd about with vaſt and 
prodigious Rocks, and a profound and almoſt bot- 
tomleſs Sea. But he had not been long there, be- 
fore he was importunately ſollicited by the people 
to return, in reſpect of a fad accident happen'd 
lately at Fidene, where by the fall of an Amphi 
theatre at one of the Spectacles of the Gladiators, 
20000 men periſh'd ; upon which he paſs'd over 
to the Continent again, permitting all people” to 
come to him, and that the rather, becauſe when he 
went 
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went out of Rome, he forbad any body to interrupt 
him, and all the way he went he declin'd all com- 
munication. 

41. Being returned again into the Iſland, he gave 
over all care or concern for the Commonwealth, 
not ſo much as filling up the Decuries of Horſe, 
not ſo much as changing the Military Tribuncs, the 
Governours, or. Prelidents of his Provinces. Sparn 
and Syria he ſuffer'd to be ſeyeral years without 
Conſulary Lieutenants; and which was worſe, he 
neglected Armenia, and permitted it to be over- 
run by the Parthians; Meſia, by the Daci, and 
Sarmatians; and Gaule, by the Germans, to the 
great diſhonour, and no leſs danger of the Em- 

Ire, 

- 42. To proceed, having now got the advantage 
of a private place, removed as it were out of 'the 
ſight of the World, he began to abandon himſelf to 
all thoſe vices, which with great diſſimulation he 
had till then palliated ; the particulars follow. 
When he came firit into the Field, in the minority 
| of his Souldierſhip, he was ſo much given over to 
drinking, that inſtead of Tiberizs, he was called 
Biberins,, for Claudus Caldits; for Nero, Mero. 
Afterwards when he was Emperour at the very time 
whilſt he was reforming the manners of the people, 
he fate up one night and two dayes, eating and 
drinking with Pomponins Flaccxs, and- L. Piſo, to 
one of which he gave the Province of Syria imme- 
diately, and to the other the Government of the 
City, ſtiling them in his Letters, Zucundiſſimos, & 
omnium horarum amicos, His Bon-compagnons, and 
friends for all hours. Siſtins Gallus, an old Debauch, 
who had been noted with infamy by Auguſtus be- 
fore, and ſmartly reprehended by himſelf in the 
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Senate, inviting him to ſupper, he promis'd to 
come to him uponCondition that he altered nothing 
of his old way,and that they might be ſerved at the 
Table, by naked Virgins. He preferr*d a moſt ig- 
noble Competitor for the Queſfor ip, of mean ex- 
traction, before ſeveral perions of honour and quali- 
ty, and for no other reaſon, but becauſe he had. 
drank with him an incredible quantity of Wine at 
one Meal. He gave Afellins Sabinus 200000 Se- 
ſterces for a Dialogue of his making, in which he 
repreſented a Combat or Conteſt betw1ixt the oP 
rome, the Ficedula or Beccafice, the Oyſter, and the 
Thruſh. Toconclude, he erected a new Office for 
his pleaſures, which he called a voluptarebxs, and 
conferr'd it upon T. Ceſonius Priſcus one of the 
Knights of Rome. 

4 3. During his retirement in Capree he invented 
ſeats, and rooms for themore convenient exerciſe of 
his Luſt,and having furniſh'd them with wenches,o1d 
Catamites and contrivers of abominable motions, 
and poſtures in their Loves, (which perſons he 
called Spintrie) he took delight to ſee them in three 
{cveral rows abuſeand pollute one another, that by 
that proſpect, his own languiſhing deſires might be 
revived, and he thereby excited totheir imitation. 
Moreover he had many Chambers plentifully fur- 
niſhed with Pictures and Statues, of the moſt laſci- 
vious ſhapes, to which he added the books of Ele- 
phantis, with the moſt immodeſt and impudent po- 
{tures in the world, to the end that when any one 
had a mind to praCtiſe, he might not want a ſcheme 
or pattern to work by. He found out new places like: 
wiſe in the woods, which he improved with great, 
induſtry, and made proper for his Luſts, when the 
young people of both Sexes proſtituted themſelves 

| in 
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in the dens, and hollow Rocks, in the habits of 
Panicks, and Nymphs; In ſo much that in alluſion to 
the Iſland, he was called publickly Caprinexs. 

44. And, as if by his ſtation, his wickedneſs was 
to have been greater than his ſubjeCts, there are 
things ſo deteltably infamous reported of him, as 
are {carce to be told, heard or believed of any one, 
Yiz.. That he ſhould inſtitute Children, in the prime 
of their tenderncſs (whom he called his fiſhes) and 
teach them to ſwim up and down, and play betwixt 
his legs, with their tongucs and teeth, licking and 
chopping, and ſometimes ſucking like a Child not 
taken from the pap; and indeed both his Nature 
and age inclined him more violently to this kind of 
abomination. Wherefore a Picture of Parrhaſus 
work; in which Atlanta was repreſented proffiering 
her Mouth to Meleager in that manner,being left to 
him as aLegacy, uponconditionthat if he liked not 
the deſign, he ſhould have a million of Seſterces 
paid him in its ſtead, he not only preferr'd it to 
the ſaid ſum, but with much ſatisfaction cans'd it to 
be hung up in. his Chamber. It is reported allo 
that as he was ſacrificing one time, he was ſo taken 
with the face of a boy witich carried the Cerſer, he 
had much ado to contain till the ſolemnity was o- 
ver, but that was-no ſooner ended, but he took him 
afide and deflowred him, and after him a Brother of 
his belonging to the Muſick. And having been in- 
form'd that amongſt themſelves they did frequently 
reflect andupbraid one another with that impiety, 
= cauſed the thighs of . both of them to be bro- 

en. | 

45. How he was wont to abuſe even themoſt 
eminent and 1l!n{trious Ladies of thoſe times, and. 
make them-molt infamoully fubfervient to his Jv: 

RY ures, 
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ſures,is evident in the ſtory of Mallonia ; who being 
brought to him, and refuſingro Comply with his 
moſt unnatural humour, he faborn'd Witneſles 
againſt her, and caus'd her to be accus'd, interroga- 
ting her ſtill as ſhe appear'd in Court, If ſhe d:d 
not repent her ſe'f? till at length, abomimating his 
impudence, ſhe flung out of his preſence 1na fu- 
ry, went home, and ſtab*d her ſelf, after ſhe had 
upbraided the rammiſk old Fornicator- with the ob- 
{cenity of his Month. Whereuponin a Play which 
was acted not Jong after, there .was anexpreſſion 
that took very well, and went up and down' the 
Town; which was this, That the old He Goats lick'd 
the Nature of the She Goats, © Cad” 

46. He was ſo covetous and tenacious of his Mo-- 
ney, he never allowed any thing but diet, to fuch: 
as accompanied him in his Travels, and Military. 
Expeditions. Yet once he was ſo liberal, I muſt 
confeſs, (but it was out of his Father-in-Laws boun- 
ty) That having divided them into three Ranks or 

rders, according to their ſeveral qualities, he di- 
ſtributed to the firit, 600000 Seſterces, to the ſecond” 
400000, to the third 300000, which laſt he called” 
incontempt, the Order of his Greeks, not of his 
Friends. | | 

' 47. All the while he was Emperour, he built 
nothing that was great or Magnificent. The 
Temple of Anouſtus, and the reparation of” 
Pompey's Theatre, which were the; only things 
he -ever undertook , he left both unfiniſhed” 
after ſo-many years. . Heexhibitedno ſhows to the 
people himſelf, ' and-*was-preſent but ſeldom at 
thoſe-which other people made, for' fear leſt any 
thing ſhould be demanded 'or expected from him, 
eſpecially after he had been conſtrained-to infran.” 

DAT | chiſe 
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chifſe Aius the Comedian. Having relieved the 
neceſſities of ſome few Senators, lelt others ſhould 
expect as much, he declared he would aſſiſt no more 
for the future, till they ſhould make their neceſſi- 
ties appear to the Senate, by which ſtratagem he 
revented the ſollicitations of all ſuch as had any 
me or modeſty todeterre them : and among the 
reſt; of Hortalus the Nephew of 2. Hortenſins the 
Orator, who though his eſtate was ſmall, upon the 
incouragement, of Auguſtus, had brought up four 
Children. 
48. As concerning his publick Munificence, he. 
never made the.leaſt expreſſion of it but twice ; the 
firſt time when he proffer'd to lend a hundred mil- 
lions of Seftercesgratis, for three years: The other, 
when upon - the burning of ſeveral Houſes upon 
MountCel:«s,he made them good tothe Proprietors; 
The firſt of theſe he wascompell'd to, by reaſon of 
the extream ſcarcity of Money, and the peoples 
importunity. for ſupplies; and he had put the Se- 
nate upon the. publiſhing a Decree, Commanding 
all Uſurers to lay out two parts of their Patrimonies 
in Land, and that the Debtors (ſhould pay. off as 
much of their Debts immediately ; but this was not 
executed : The other(of the reprizal)he did to alle- 
viate: the atrocity of the times, yet with ſo much 
affectation of his own liberality that he order*d- 
the name of Mount Celis tobe chang'd, and to be 
called Mount Au2z/ts for the future. After he had 
doubled the Legacies of Auguſtus, which he gave 
unto the Sonldiers, he never. gave them any thin 
more, unleſs. it. were a thouſand deniers, amo 

has Guarle becauſe they had not ſided with -Seja- 
us, and ſome certain preſents to the Legions in 


Syrzaz far that, they had not carried the Image of 


Sejanus 
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Sejanus1in their Colours,. as others bad done. Nor 
_ did hediſcharge his old Veterans bur very rarely, as 
lying at catch to make his advantage of their deaths, 
The Provinces had no greater ſhare of his liberality 
(except it were Aſia) where ſome certain Towns 
had been demoli{n'd with an Earth-quake. 

49. In Poe of time, he gave himſelf up toall 
manner of rapine, andextortion, It 1s well known 
that Ca. Lentulus the Auzur, who wasa manof a 
valt Eſtate, was perſecuted by himto the death, and 
ſo terrified, that he made him his Heir; He con- 
demned likewiſe Lepida a Lady of quality, in fa- 
vour of her Husband £aririnus a Confular man, 
| veryrich, and without Children, who having put 
her away before, accus'd her of a deſign to haye 
poiſoned him twenty years ago; Beſidesthis, ſeve- 
ral Princes of Gaul, Spain, Syria, Greece, and 0- 
ther parts were conhſcated upon ſo flight and incon- 
ſiderable informations, That againſt ſome'of them 
nothing was objected but that part of their Eſtate 
was inready Money. He took away alſo from ſe- 
veral Towns and particular perſons,their old immu- 
nities, and priviledges, as likewiſe their rights in 
metals, and impoſts. But one of his greateſt inju- 
ries, was done to Yenones the King ofthe Parthians, 
who being driven by force from among[t his own 
people, had eſcap'd to Azrtioch with great Wealth, 
where he continued for ſome time as 4 thought un- 
der the protection of the people of Rome, contrary 


to all juſtice and faith, he was not only pillaged 


by his Order, but moſt treacherouſly ſlain. 

IS His averſion to his Kindred, he diſcover'd 
firſt in his carriage towards his Brother Druſus, by 
diſcovering a Letter of his written to himſelf, about 
Compelling Auguſtus toreſtore the Common liber- 


ty. 
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ty. And the ſame kindneſs he ſhew'd to the reſt ; 
His wife 7/5 was baniſh'd, yet he was ſo far from 
doing her the leaſt good ofhce to her Father, that 
whereas by her Fathers Order ſhe ſtood confined 
buttoa Town, by his command ſhe was reſtrained 
toa ſingle Houſe, and forbidden all manner of con- 
verſe. He took away from her alſo that little which 
Auguſtus had given her, and ſtopt' her annual Pen- 
ſions, pretending a juſt and exact obſervation of - 
the Laws, becauſe Awuſtus had not given any pre- 
ciſedirections in that caſe. Being weary of Liva 
his Mother, as challenging an equal ſhare with him 
ih the Government, he avoided her conyerſation as 
much as he could, and never entertain'd any long 
or private diſcourſe with her, (Jeſt he ſhould ſeem 
to” de. governed by her Counſels ;) when he did, 
it was but very rarely, and with ſome kind-of con- 
ſtcaint.. He took it extreme ill,that the Senate had 
ordained by decree, That whereas he was called 
only the-Son of Auguſtus before, he ſhould be called 
the Son of Auguſtus and Zivia in his Titles here- 
after,.; Upon this ſcore it was he never ſuffer'd her 
to. be called the Xfother of her Conntrey, nor tore- 
ceive any remarkable honour in publick ; admo- 
niſhing-her often, to havea care of medling in great 
affairs, and ſuch as were above the ſphear of a Wo- 
man : but more eſpecially when he heard, that 
when. there happen'd a Fire near the Temple of 
Veſta, ſhe her ſelf ran immediately among the 
people, encouraging and exhorting both them and.. 
the Souldiers, as ſhe was us'd todo in the dayes of 
; - $1; By theſe ſteps and gradations, he arrived at 
ur that perfe&tion. of wickedneſs, as tohate and | 
deteſt her, and if we may believe report, uponthis 
; occaſton : 
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occaſion : Zivid having preſs'd him very earneſtly, 
to advance a perſon. (which he had made a Citt- 
zen before) into the number of the Decxries, he 
refus*d abſolutely to do it, unleſs ſhe would permit 
it to be annex'd to the Roll, That it was extorted 
from bim by his Mother : with which propoſition 
being highly diſpleas'd, ſhe immediately produc'd 
certain Letters which Azguſtus,/haJ writ formerly 
to her, complaining of the contumacy and intole- 
rable perverleneſs of his manners, and eaus'd then! 
to be publickly read. Thefe Letters having been 
conceald ſolong by her; and produc'd ſo malici- 
ouſly to upbraid him at that time, he took ſo 
hainouſly, that ſome are of opinion, it was one of 
the principal cauſes of his retirement. But this 1s 
certain, that during his three years abſence front 
Rome , all which time his Mother was living, he 
never ſaw her but once, and then but a yery ſhort 
time : And afterwards when ſhe was ſick; and upon 
her death-bed, he had no deſire to come near her; 
but delay*d the time fo long,that ſhe not only dyed 
before he came, but they kept the body ſeveral 
dayes unburied, in continual expectation of him; 
till it putrified, and ſmelt. After ſhe was interred, 
he forbad that ſhe ſhould be Canonized, or receive 
thoſe Divine honours were uſually conferr'd, pre- 
tending her expreſs command to the contrary. He 
vacated her Will al{o, and perſecuted and afflicted 
her Friends and Familiars, not excuſing thoſe very 
perſons to whom ſhe had committed the care of 
her Funerals, at the very inſtant of her death,” one 
of which being a Roman Knight, he condemned to 
the Bucket. 

52. He had no Fatherly affeftion , either for 
Druſas his natural, or Germanicas hisadopted _ 
| o "NE 
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The vices of Druſus (as he pretended.) offended 
him, for he was foft, and voluptuous; For which 
cauſe he was not much concern'dat his death ; nor 
was It long after his Funeral, before he reaſſum'd 
his uſual imployments, prohibiting the vacation of 
Juſtice any longer upon that occaſion. The Em- 
baſſadors from 1kum coming ſomething too late 
. with their Complements of 'Condolency, as it the 
memory of his loſs had been already effac'd, he 
reply'd in derifion, at their Audience, That be alſo 
could not but, lament their misfortune, in having loſt ſo 
brave and eminent a Citizen as Hector. As for 
Germanicas, he was ſo croſs and averſe to him in 
every thing, that he not only leſſen'd and vilify*d 
his moſt Noble Atchievements, but condemn'd the 
molt glorious of his Victories, as pernicious and 
deſtructive to the Commonwealth. He made his 
complaint to» the Senate of him likewiſe, for that 
upon a ſudden and violent Famine, he had paſs'd 
into. Alexandria without his order. It is believ'd 
alſo, that he was the cauſe of his death, and C. Piſo 
his Lieutenant .in Syria, the Inſtrument z who being 
accus'd, of it not long after, would as ſome think 
have produc'd the Commands of Tiberixs, had not 
the importance, and ſecrecy of the tranſattion 
diſcourag'd him. Theſe ſorts of fuſpicions'rendred 
lim ſo odious to the people, that we was often- 
times upbraided by them, and all night long they 
would frequently cry out, Redde Germanicum, 
Gove #5 our: Germanicus.apain : WhICH jealoulie was 
much confirm'd afterwards, by the cruelty of his 
geportment towards the Wite and Children of the 
faid Germanicus. 

53-1 Aerippina his Daughter-in-law , having 
( upon: the death of her Husband) — - 
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him with more than ordinary liberty, he took her 
by the hand, and telling her in a Greek verſe, 
If you be not Empreſs, fair Lady, You think, you are 
injured, he let her goagain, without youchſafing 
her any further diſcourſe. Being at his Table one 
time, and ſhe refuſing to eat of certain Fruit which 
he gave her, he forbare inviting her for the future, 
pretending that ſhe ſuſpeted he would poylon her 3 
when as indeed it was plotted and deſigned before 
hand on both ſides, both that he ſhould preſent it 
to her totry her, and ſhe refuſe it as her inevitable 
death. At length having aſpers'd her unjuſtly, as 
if ſhe would fly ſometimes for Sanctuary to the 
Statue of Auguſtus, and otherwhiles betake her ſelf 
to the proteCtionof the Army, he ſent her Priſonet 
to the Ifle of Pandataria ; and in the height of her 
paſhon and reſentment, not being able to contain 
from giving him ill language, he order'd {> many 
blows to be given her by a Centurion, that at laſt 
one of her eyes were ſtruck out : After which' ſhe 
having taken a reſolution to ſtarve her ſelf todeath 
he made her month be open'd, and meat cramm'd 
down her throat by force. Nevertheleſs perſiſting 
in her deſign, ſhe put an end to her life and misfor- 
tunes, but not to the malice and cruelty of Tibersns, 
whoreviled and perſecuted hereven after her death, 
perſwading very earneſtly, that the day of her birth 
__ be numbred amongſt the unfortunate dayes. 
Belides this, he cry'd it up as an act of his favout 
and grace, that he had nvt commanded her to be 
ſtrangled before, and her body thrown to the Fowls 
of the air; and in memory of fo ſignal a. piece of 
clemency, he ſuffer'd a decreeto aſs that publick 
thanks ſhould be given him therefore, and a Preſent 
of Gold conſecrated to Fapiter Capitolinus. 

O 2 54. Theſe 
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54+. Theſe two Sons being dead, there remained 
to lim by Germamcas three Grandchildren, Nero, 
Druſus, and Caius, and another called Tiberius by 
his'Son Druſ#s : The twoeldeſt Sons of Germanicus, 
Nero, and Druſus, he recommended to the Senate, 
and celebrated the day of their introduCtion with a 
large Preſent tothe people; but underſtanding after- 
wards that there were publick Vows made at the 
beginning of the year for their health and preſerva- 
tion, he remonſtrated to the Senate, That ſuch Ho- 
ours were not to be conferr'd, but upon perſons of 
eater years and experience. After which, diſcover- 
ing the ſecret and internal malice of his heart, he 
expos'd them to the calumnies and reproaches of 
the World, by variety of artifice and fraud, inciting 
them to ull language, that under that pretended pro- 
yocation, he might have occaſion to deſtroy them. 
He accuſed them alſo by his Letters, full of injuri- 
ous invectives, and having declared them enemies 
to the State, he ſtary*d them to death, Vero in the 
Iſle of Portia, and Druſus in the lower part of the 
Palatium. Some are of opinion Nero itarv'd him- 
ſelf, to defeat the Executioner, who preſented him- 
ſelf before him with his halter and hooks, as if fent 
by authority of the Senate : But Druſ#s was in ſuch 
exigence and diſtreſs, he attempted to eat the very 
flocks of his Bed, for want of other ſuſtenance, ſo 
inhumane was their diligence in keeping all kind of 
victuals from him ; and as if this cruelty were de- 
fective, he caus'd their dead bodies to be dif- 
membred , and diſpers'd in ſuch ſmall pieces, 
it was- no caſte matter afterwards to recollect 
them. 

55- Beſides his old friends and familiars, he had 

demanded twenty, out of the principal perſons od 
; the. 
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the City, to be as a Council to him in hispublick 
affairs: but of fo great a number, there were not 
above three which eſcap*d, the reſt he deſtroy'd 
upon one pretence or another 5 among whom, with 
the ruine of ſeveral others, was e£lus Sejanus, 
whom he had advanc'd to a Soveraign Dignity, not 
out of any affettion or good will, ſo muchas that he 
might have a man by whoſe Miniltry and frauds 
he ſhonld be able to circumvent Germanicus his 
Sons, and aſlure the ſucceſſion of the Empire 
upon his Grandchild by Druſ«s, which was his 
natural Son. | 

56. Nor was his behaviour milder to the Grecsar 
Philoſophers, who convers'd daily in his Court, 
with whom he was moſt taken :. One of them called 
Zeno, diſcourſing very exquiſitely in his preſence, 
he ask*d him, What hard Dzalett that was; and being 
anſwer'd, The Dorick, he baniſh'd him into the 
Iſle of Cizaria, imagining he had Satyrically re- 
fleted upon his antient receſs at Rhodes, becauſe 
the Rhoakans ſpake that Dialect. In like manner 
being accuſtomed at Supper to propoſe ſuch que- 
{tions as he thought good,out of his readings in the 
day, and underſtanding that Selexcus the Gramma- 
rian had been fiſhing out of his Servants, what 
times and what Authors he read, that he might 
come the better prepared with his anſwers; Trbe- 
ris took 1t fo hainouſly, he baniſh*'d him out of the 
Verge of his Court, and drove him afterwards to a 
neceſſity of killing himſelf. 

' $7. From his Infancy he gave manifeſt tokens of 
his untractableneſs and cruelty , which Theodor 
Gaaarens, his Maſter in Rhetorick, was the firſt. 
that diſcoyered, and as aptly reſembled, when by 
way of reprehenſion, he many times called him, 
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A maſs of Clay temper'd with blood, When he was 
Emperour it appear'd much more, and that at the 
beginning, even whilſt he endeavoured to gain the 
good will of the people by a diſſembled . moderati- 
on. A certain Droll or Buffon ſeeing a Corps 
paſling by to burial about that time, he ſtopt the . 
Hearſe, and lifting up the dead body, defired him 
to tell Arguſtus, That the Legacies were not yet paid 
which be left to the people. Whereupon T bers com- 
manded him to be brought to him, and having paid 
him his fali due, he caus'd him to be executed im: 
mediately, and required him to tell the truth of the 
ſtory to Auguſtus himſelf, Not long after a certain 
Roman Knight called Pompeius obſtinately denying 
ſomthing 1m the Senate which Tiberixs deſired might 
have palſed,. he threatned to lay him by the heels, 
and told him, of 4 Pompeius he would make him 4 
Pompeianus, playing molt bitterly upon the mans 
name, and the misfortune of Pompey's Party. 

58. About the ſame time the Prztor having ask'd 
him, whether he would be pleaſed to have the Jud- ' 
ges afſerbled to hear and determine matters ofHigh 
Treaton,He reply*d,The Laws muſt have their courſe, 
and he was as good as his word, tor after that time 
they were executed ſeverely. A certain perſon ha- 
ving taken the head from the Statue of Auguſtus, 
with deſign toſet it upon anorher, the matter wag 
brought before the Senate, becauſe it was not clear 
who was the Author ; they proceeded to inquiſition 
by torture, and the party was diſcoyered and con- 
demned. By degrees this kind of Calumny became 
ſo dangerous, that it was judged a Capital Crime to 
have beaten a ſlave about the Image of Auguſtus ; 
to have chang'd his Clothes before the ſaid Image, 
to have carried his picture or imprefſion into any 1n- 

4 E” 7M famous 
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famous place, either in Money or upona Ring ; and 
laſtly to have offended againſt his Memory, by 
ſpeaking ill of the leaſt word or action of his life: 
To conclude, a perſon was executed for ſuffering in 
his own Colony, honours to be decreed to himſelt on 
the ſame day upon which they had been decreed for- 
merly to Auguſt us. 

59. Many other Barbarities he committed alſo, 
under pretence of gravity, and information of man- 
ners, but indeed” in compliance with his own mer- 
cileſs inclination, which was fo, frequently ſevere, 
there were ſome perſons could not contain from re- 
proaching him in verſe with the preſent calamities, 
and prefaging the miſeries he was like to pull down 
upon them for the future. The Verſes were theſe, 

Aﬀſper & immitis, breviter vis omnia dicam ? 

Diſperiam ſi te mater amare poteſk. 
Non es eques. Quare? non ſunt tibi millia centum: 
Omma ſi queras, & Rhodus exſilium eſt. 
Aurea mutaſti Saturni ſecula, Czfar : 
Incolumi nam te, ferrea ſemper erunt. 
F aſtidit vinum, quia jam ſitit ipſe cruorem 
T am bibit hunc avide, quam bibit ante merum, 
Aalſpice felicem ſibi non tibs Romule Syllam : 
Et Marium, ſi vis, adſpice, ſed reducem. 
Nec ton Antoni civilia bella moventis, 
Wec ſemel infettas adſpice cede mans. 
Et dic Roma perit : reanabit ſanguime multo, 
Ad regnum quiſquas vent ab exfilio. 


Harſh and unkind, in one word to corrett thee ; 

Ne're live, if thy own Mother can affett thee. 

No Knight : and why ? a Knight's Fee thou haſt none 
And Rhodes thy Exile 1s, when all is done. 

O 4. Czlar, 
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Czſar, thou'ſt Saturn's Golden Days embas't ;, 
For whilſt thou liſt, the Iron Age will laſt. 
Now Wing he ſcorns, doth for Blood only thirſt : 
Drinks that as Greedily, as Wine at firſt. 

See Sulla th* Happy for Himſelf, not Thee ! 

And Marius, but return'd : good Romulus ſee ! 
And Anthony, whoth* Civil Warsrenew'd ! 

See Hands 1n frequent Maſſacres embrew'd ! 
Then ring Romes Knell. Great Blood-ſhed he portends, 
Who to a T hrone from Baniſhment aſcends. 


At firſt he would have theſe yerſes father*d upon 
ſuch as were impatient of the Roman Dominion, and 
that they expreſs'd more of their paſſion and male- 
volence, than of true ſentiment aud opinion, in ſq 
much that he would often ſay, Oderint dum probent, 
Let thembate, as long as they ſubmit : Butat laſt his 
own actions verified them all. 

69. Nat long after hjs arrival at Caprce, a hiſher- 
man bropght him a Muller or Barbel, of an extraor- 
dinary bigneſs, which way intended asa preſent, but 
in regard the Fiſherman came in boldly on a ſudden, 
and {urpriz'd him in ſome ſecret affair, he caus'd 
his face to berubb'd over with the ſaid fiſh, (terrih- 
ed with the conſideration,that from the back part of 
the Iſland through unfrequented and jnacceſlible 
places, he had made his paſſage to him.) Moreover 


| the poor man rejoycing dyring his puniſhment, 


that he had not brought a large Lobſter along with 
him, which he had taken at the ſame time, he Com- 
manded hrs face to be batter*d and ſcrub'd with a 
Lobſter allo. One of his Guards he puniſht with 
death, for having ſtollen a Peacock out of an Or- 
chard. Inacertain journey he had taken, his Lit- 
ter being intangled and retarded in the Buſhes, ye 
| | caus' 
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caus'd his Guide which wasa Captain in his princt- . 
| Guards, to be laid along upon the Ground, and 
ben till he wasalmoſt dead, 

61. After this he brake qut into all ſort of cruelty, 
as never wanting matter to work upon ; perſecuting 
in the firſt place the friends of his Mother, then 
of his Grand-children, and Davghter-in-law, and 
afterwards of Sejanus, and that with ſo much ſeve- 
rity,he ſpared very few which had but the leaſt con- 
verfation or acquaintance with him: Then it was 
the World began to underſtand the extravagance of 
his cruelty, and that Sejarus did not move orexcite 
him to ſuch actions, as had been executed by Seja- 
nm before; yet in a Compendious Commentary of 
his ownlife, he had the Confidence to write, That 
he had puniſh'd Sejanus for nothing but his rage and ans- 
moſity againſt the Children of Germanicus his Son, 
Though he himſelf caus'd one of them to be killed, 
whilſt Sejanus was under a Cloud, and the other af- 
ter he was dead. Toenumerate all his actions of 
this Nature, would be tedious and troublefome ; 
ſome few- Examples in General will be ſufficient. 
There paſt nota day (either feſtival, or religious) 
without ſome exccution or other; He began the 
New-Year with the puniſhment of ſome perſons : 
ſeveral were accuſed and condemned the fame 
day, with their wives and children: He forbad the 
Kinsfolk and Relations of ſuch as were ſentenc'd to 
dye, to weep or lament at their Execution; He or- 
der'd large rewards tothe Informers,and ſometimes 
to Witneſſes themielves.: He made it na diſhononr 
or treachery in any perſon to diſcover ; and brought 
all Crimes to be Capital, though but the ſpeaking 
of a few 1dJe wards. It was objected againſt a Poet, 
that he bad ſpoken ill of Agamemnez in one of his 
| Trage., 
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Tragedies, and toan Hiſtorian that he had called 
Brutus azd Caſſius the laſt of the Romans : upon which 
the Authors were immediately puniſh'd and theif 
books burnt, though not many years before they 
had been read to Auguſtus, and received his appro- 
bation. Some gerfots committed to cuſtody, were 
denyed not only the diverſionof ſtudying, but the 
liberty of diſcourſing with any body. - Such as were 
Cited into the Court to anſwer what ſhould be ob- 
jeted, to avoid the vexation and infamy of their 
Sentence, which they knew would be Mortal, ſome 
of them kiiPd themſelves in their own houſes, 0- 
thers drank poyſon in the mid'ſt of the Senate, yet 
that could not excuſe them, their wounds were 
bound up, and they carried away panting and half 
dead into priſon. There was none of all thoſe 
which ſuffer'd, but was drawn thither with hooks, 
and thrown into the Gemonre, as twenty inone day, 
and among them ſeveral boys and women ; And 
foras much as it was unlawful according to antient 
Cuſtome for Virgins tobe ſtrangled, he caus'd them 
to be deflowr'd firſt by the Hang-man, and execu- 
ted afterwards. To ſuch as were willing to die, he 
uſed violence, and conſtrained them to live ; For he 
look'd upon death, as fo ſlight a pumiſhnent, that 
"when he heard one of his priſoners callPd Carnuli- 
#s, had made away himſelf, aud anticipated his 
execution, he cry*d out intheſe words, Carnulius 
bas elcap'd me : and afterwards as he was viſiting and 
ſurveying his priſons, one of the priſoners begging 
to-have his execution haſtew'd, No Sir, (ſaid be) 
You and I are not yet ſo good friends, A certain Con- 
fultar man writing his Annales, has inſerted this 
paſlage ,- That Tiberius being at a publick en- 
tertainment (at which he himſelf was preſent alſo) . 
Was 


The Life of Tiberius Cxlar. 203 


was on a ſudden interrogated boldly by a Dwarf 
which was ſtanding by the Table amongſt the Para- 
ſites, and Buffons, Why Paconius ved ſo long, being 
attainted of treaſon ? at preſent he reprehended the 
faucineſs of the queſtion, but in a ſhort time after- 
wards, hewrit to the Senate to take Order with all 
ſpeed for the Execution of Pacorus. 

62. The News, and regret he had for the death 
of his Son Dr#ſus, redoubled his rage, and made 
his cruelty more intenſe : for having believed for- 
merly he died by his own diſſoluteneſs and intem- 
perance, when he underſtood he was poiſoned by 
the Conſpiracy of his Wite Liwilla, and Sejanus 
he was ſo far tranſported, that he ſpared no body, 
but gave himſelf wholly to the examination of 
that buſineſs, he fateat it whole days together ſo 
ſcriouſly, that when word was brought him that an 
inhabitant of Rhodes (at whoſe houle he had lodg'd, 
and whom by many kind Letters he had invited to 
Rome) was arrived, he commanded him to be tor- 
tured immediately, as it (as a friend to the Confpt- 
rators) he had been attending at the Tryal, and 
afterwards underſtanding hiserror, he commanded 
him to be killed privately, leſt he ſnould divulge 
the injury he had received. The place of his Exe- 
cutions at Capree, is Itill to be ſeen, from whence 
ſuch as were condemned, after long and intolerable 
torments, were 1n his preſence thrown headlong in- 
to the Sea, where a certain number of Seamen were 
diſpoſed beforchand with their Oars, and long 
Poles to knock them onthe head. Amonegſtthereit 
of the Torments which he invented, one of the moſt 
cruel was,to make perſons ſuſpeCting nothing,drink 
down a large quantity of Wine, and forthwith. to 
command their privities to be tied up faſt witha 

i | F Lute. 
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Lute-ſtring,thereby doubling their pains by the ſtop- 
page of their Urine, and the itraitneſs of the Liga- 
ture. . Some are of opinion, that if death had not 
prevented him, and To (pretending hopes of 


recovery on purpoſe) periwaded him to ſome delay, 
his barbarity had gone farther ſtil], and as 1s too pro- 
bable he had ſcarce excuſed the reſt of his Grand- 
Children, for he had a fuſpicion of Cas already, 
and he deſpiſed Tiberixs as a Baſtard. And indeed 
it is too likely to be true, for he was often heard to 
iay, That Priamus was a happy man, in that he out- 
lived his whole rac. 

63. Not only how odious and deteſtable theſe 
aCtions made him, but how timerous, and obnoxi- 
ous to aftronts, there are many inſtances. He for- 
bad that any Southſayers ſhould be conſulted in 
private, without witneſſes, He endeavoured hke- 
wiſe to demoliſh and ſubvert ſuch Oracles as were 
near the Town: But he was deterred by the mi- 
raculous accident at Preneſte ; for having removed 
the Lots to Reme, fecal'd up in a Cofter, when he 
open'd itthere was nothing to be found, till it was 
carried back again to the Temple. Having con- 
ferr'd the Government of two Provinces, on, two 
perſons which had been Conſuls, he was afraid to 
difmiſs them, but detain'd them fo long, that 
at laſt after ſome years attendance, he ordained 
new to ſucceed them before their faces: Never- 
theleſs they retain'd the Title of their Offices, re- 
ceived ſeveral of his Orders, which they deriyed 
to their Deputies and Adjutants, daily to be put in 
eXecution, 

64. After his Daughter-in-law Agreppina, and 
his Grandchildren were condemned, they were 
never {uffer*d to remove from any place, but in 

__ Chains, 
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Chains, with their Litter ſew*a vp coſe, and a 
Guard of Souldiers to prohibite ail ra:i-ngeis they 
ſhould meet upon the road, either to 1piak with, or 
look after them. 

65. It was no ſmall pain to hiry to ruine the 
greatneſs of Sefanus, though he ſaw him deiigiuug 
new alterations; for his Nativity was pubicxly 
celebrated, and his Images of Gold every where 
adored; and indeed what he aid was rathe: by ar- 
tifice and cunning, than any effect of his imperial 
power : For firſt, that under pretence ot honour 
to him, he might keep him at further diſtance, he 
took him for his Colleague in his hfrh Conſulſhip, 
which in his long abſence from Rome he aſſum'd on 
purpoſe; after which, having cajoPd him with 
hopes of his aſhnity, and the Tribunitial authority 
when he expected nothing leſs, he complain'd of 
him ina moſt ſhameful and poor-ſpirited Oration, 
in which amongſt other things he begg'd of the Se- 
, nate, That they would ſend one of the Conſuls with 4 
Convoy of Souldiers, to condult a poor old man, forſaken 
by all people, into their preſence. And yet being diffi- 
dent, and apprehending a tumult by the way, he 
gave order to have his Grandſon Druſus, whom 
he kept Priſoner in Rome to that day, to be ſet at 
liberty, (if need were) and conſtituted General. 
Having prepared Ships likewiſe in readineſs for his 
eſcape, he was contriving which of his Legions to 
fly to, keeping himſelf cloſe upon a high Rock, 
that he might diſcoyer what paſs'd at a diſtance, 
by the means of certain figns agreed of, to prevent 
any delay or treachery in the Meſſengers. Nay 
evenafter he had defeated the Conſpiracy of Seja- 
mw, his pulillanimity and apprehenſion was the 
ſame; for, for nine months afterwards he prey 

ha 
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had the courage to venture out of that Palace which 
wascalPd the Palace of Fupiter. 
66. Beſides theſe trouble and inquietudes, it 
was no {mall addition to the anxieties of his mind, 
to underſtand the railings and invettives from all 
parts; for there was not one perſon condemned, 
which reproach'd him not with all forts of iniquity, 
either in his preſence, or elſe by Libels ſet up or 
diſpers'din the Orcheſtra, with which he was vari- 
oully affefted ; ſometimes he wiſt'd (for modeſty 
fake) his exorbitancies conceaPd, otherwhiles he 
feem'd tohug and delight himſelf in them, and of 
his own accord, without any occaſion, to boaſt 
of them publickly. He was reviled alſo by the 
Letters of Artabana King of the Parthians,as guilty 
of Parricide, Murder, Cowardiſe, and Luxury, 
and advifed by a voluntary death to ſatisfie the 
jult indignation of the people with all convenient 
ſpeed. 
67. At length being weary of his own wicked- 
neſs, he made as it were a Confeſſion of his ill life, 
in the beginning of this Epiſtle to the Senate ; 
What ſhall I write to you, moſt Reverend Fathers, or 
in 'what manner ? or rather what ſhall I not write at 
ms time ? may the Gods afflict me worſe than I daily 
find my ſelf affifted, if I know. Some are of opinion 
he had great knowledge of future Events, and that 
of a long time he foreſaw the misfortunes he ſhould 
lie under, and for that reaſon when he firſt entred 
upon the Imperial Authority, had obſtinately re- 
fug*d the Title of Pater Patric, and would not 
ſuffer any one to ſwear to the maintaining of his 
Adts, leſt to his greater diſgrace he ſhould be found 
afterwards unworthy of thoſe honours, as may'be 
collected out of his Oration upon both thoſe points, 
| or 
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or where he ſayes, That he would alwayes be the ſame 
man, and never change his manners, whilft bis wits were 
at his own diſpoſing , nevertheleſs to avoid the owving 
any ill Preſidents, the Senate would do well not to oblice 
themſelves to. the Aits of any one, ſeeing all men were 
ſubje&t to change, And in another place ; If at any 
time ({aycs he) you ſhall queſtion or ſuſpe&t the inte- 
grity of my deportment, and devotion for your ſervice, 
(which would be much more dreadful to me than death 
zt ſelf ) what honour or advantage would the name of 
Father be to me ? it would but reproach you of impru* 
dence in giving me that appellation, or of inconſtancy in 
changing your judoments of me. 

68. He was of a ſtrong well-ſet Stature , 
ſomething ' above the Ordinary tallneſs of 
Men , broad in the Breaſt and Shoulders, in 
the reſt of his. Members,. from Head to Foot, 
very well proportioned; He had the molt and 
beſt uſe of 'his left hand, in whoſe joynts 
he had ſuch. ſtrength, he would run one of 
his fingers through a green Apple ,* though 
never ſo ſound, and brake the Head of a 
laſty Fellow with a fillop : His complexion 
was clear and white, his hair long behind , 
ſo as it covered the Nape of his Neck, which 
was peculiar to that Family. His face and 
aſpe&t graceful, though he had ſeveral ſmall 
pimples upon it, and large goggle eyes, with 
which (though very wonderful ) he could ſee 
in the dark, ' and at midnight, but it was 
but for 'a' ſhort time, when he firſt awak'd ; 
preſently afterwards they would return to their 
old. dimneſs again. In his walk he marched 
- with his head ſtiff, but bowing, his countenance 
ſevere, and moſt commonly ſilent ; when he did 
ipeak 
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{peak to thoſe which were next him, it was 
drawlingly, and with a certain motion and geſticu- 
lation of his fingers, which becomed him not at 
all. All which Trfotions and reputed indi- 
cations of arrogance, Auguſta obſerved in him, 
and endeavoured many times to excuſe them 
to the Senate and People, repreſenting to them, 
That they were defetts in his Nature, "twas true, 
but no imperfettions in his Mind. He was very health- 
ful, all "Te time he was Emperour ſcarce ſick ſo 
much as once, though from the thirtieth year of 
his age, he 'mannaged himſelf as he pleaſed , 

' without the advice or aſliſtance of any Phyſi- 
tian. 

69. To Matters of Religion or Divine Wor- 
ſhip, he had no great Devotion, as being ad- 
dicted to Aſtrology, and perſwaded that all 
things were governed by Fate. Yet he hada 
great horror for thunder , and when the air 
was thick and portended a ſtorm, he alwates 
clapt on*a Crown of Laurel upon his head, be- 
cauſe that Tree is reported to be never blaſted with 
lightning, 

70. He was a great lover of the Liberal Arts 
in botn kinds. In his ſpeaking of Latine he 
imitated Corvinus Meſſala, whom being an old 
man , he had obſerved from his youth ; but. his 
afteftation, and moroſity obſcured his . ſtile, ſo 
as he was eſteemed a better ſpeaker ex tempore, 
than upon pre-meditation and ſtudy. He made 
a Lyrick Poem likewife which he 1intituled, A 
Complaint for the death of L. Ceſar, and ſeveral 
others in Greek, in imitation of Euphorion, Rhi- 
anus and Parthenins, Poets whom: he loved I 
we 
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well, and delighted in ſo much, he cauſed their 
writings and Statues to be dedicated in the pub-. 
lick Libraries, amongſt © the moſt _antient and” 
Celebrated Authors; upon which ſore ſeveral 
learned men ſtrove ' and contended who ſhould. 
preſent him with \moſt Commendations of them, 
But above all his Studies, he delighted in, Fa- | 
bulous Hiſtory and Romance , ' in , which ke 
was ſo well verſed, there' was not the _ nidft/ 
impertinent and ridiculous paſſage which he 
had not at his fingers 'ends. His © pſval Que- 
ſtions to the Grammarians ( to, which king of , 
partes he had a particular” inclination as. we ; 
ave faid before) were ſuch 'trifes as theſe; 
Who was Hecuba's Mother ? - What was Achil- 
les name , whilſt he was among, the Maids ? 
What Songs # were the Syrenes or _Mere-Majds | 
did ſing ? And the. very firſt day that' he en. 
tred into the Senate, after the death. of Aw- 
gnftus,' as if he deligned to perform 2 he for-. 
malities of Piety and Religion at 'once,. Acc We 
ing to the Example of '.3inſe he” ſacrificed 
with Frankincenſe, and "Wine, * but it was. with-. 
out ' Muſick, as” e5oſe did at the death of his; 
Son. ' W=— 
71. The Greek tongue though he ſpake it rea-- 
dily, and with caſe, yet he us'd it. but ſeldotn, 
eſpecially 1n the Senate ; inſomuch that Feing * 
to name Monopolinm, he excus'd himſelf be- 
 forehand, for that *he ſhould be conſtrained | 
to make uſe of a forreign word ; and again, 
in a Decree of the Senate, when the word Em-. 
blema was read, he was of opinion it was- to 
be changed for a Latine, and that if no -one ward 
could be found out to expreſs it,” it ſhould be 
P done 
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done rather > by circumlocution, than continue: as 
it was. A'Greek Souldier alſo being required 
togive in his Teſtimony, , he commanded him to 
ge it nLatine, 
-2..In aft the time of his retirement; he. ne- 
we} Gideavowhd to. return to,, Reme. but twice z 
& he" catne itt a, Galley as far as the Or- 
xe Ml adjoining to' the place yhere they faught 
x1 Naval. Harte » but he -ficft planted bis 
onk all at6hg upon the banks | of Tiber, to: 
p.off all perſons , which” came forth to mcet 
him: Alughet time he cn withzn ſeven, miles 
- the wa 62 'df- App it y but, baving, ſeen. the. 
Wits of The 'City,,;.he contented, himſelf, and. 
wetlt back again, without a Wproachun any near- 
er. | For Age cauſe . he did. ſo at ht no.. bq- 
dy can gueſs, but the ſccon uy time he returned, 
he_was. Fi tee with @ pr For having ' a 
defite to et ragon © (bach, he took , great 
deti ht. = of | Fi 15 own hands as he was,AC- 
to do, when he called for it, he found 
it, Nt Levon by Piſmires, . and. was admoniſh- 
ed thereby to have, a care, of the multitude, , 
whereupon he went back immediately, and fell. 
ut at” Aftura in Campama; but” finding himſelf. 
ſomewhat better ,, he went forward as far as 
Gps and becauſe he would .give- no ſuſpicion 
tonſie of his ſickneſs ,* he. was not :onel 
et at the Military 'gamgs exhibited there, - 
” he threw darts himſelf, at a Bore which was 
let Tooſe, and kill'd him ; But having got a ſtitch, 
int his fide with the violence he uſed, and taking. 
cold by putting himſelf into a.heat, he fell into. 
« relapſe » More dangerons, than the conditian 
be was in be fore 3 yet he carried jt ont pretty 
we 
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well for a while, and being brought as far as 
 Miſenum, he omitted nothing” of -his uſual exer- 
ciſes, continuing his ngs and other - de- 
baucheries, partly out of intemperance,* afid 
partly diſſimulation z Charicles his Phyſician has 
ving got leave to depart , taking him by the 
hand to kiſs it as hewas going out of the Room; 
Tiberius imagining it a deſign to - feel his pulfe 
perſwaded him to fit down again, -and protract 
the Supper. Nor did he forget his old Cuſtom, 
but at that time alſo ſtanding upon his feet. in 
the . middle of the room, with an Officer 
him; he called them all by their names, and'toe 
his leave particularly of each of them when they 
departed. | ({FI7 4 
73. About this time, having-read in the. R& 
cords of the Sertate', ' That ſome Priſoners ftrd 
dſchare*d withour ſo much as being heard, \*be- 
cauſe he had writ only in ſhort, t they wer 
inform'd agrinſt, and no more”; Stortriing th- he 
fo neglefted, he reſolv'd (come” what -woult} 
to return to Capree , as not' daring to'atretty 
any” thing, but'in a place where”. the was f 
But | being retain'd by ill weatherz*and his'd4& 
ftemper increaſing, he died'a while"'after-'irv 
the Village of Luc«llus | 1 the 78, year of his, 
age, the 23. of his Reign ; arid the 16th.*of 
March , . Ca. Acerronut and C.' Pontius Nigew be- 
ing Conſuls. Some there -'are /0f -an opinioty, 
that Cams gave him a ſw-working  Poyfon , 
which confunrd him by degrees ; others, that 
though his Feaver was 'abated, they would 
give him no meat; and ſome, that when he 
came. to himſelf again ' out” of 'a(\wounding- fit , 
and. demanded a Ring--which-'they had _ 
-p ths | 


J, 


” 
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off his finger, they clapt a pillow before his mouth, 
and Itifled him :.,Seneta writes, That finding him- 
Jelf. going; he pulled off his Ring,” and held it for, ſome 
timg tp; his; hand, as deſizning to. geve it to ſome 
body : © then he put it on his finger again, and . gri- 
prog his left hand faſt, he lay a loug time without Ti - 
ingo ber ona ſudden calling bis ſervants, and no 
ay;cavſmering, he roſe up 018. of his bed, but his 
Ingth failing ,, be fell! down by the bed ſide and 
a. 


i2: 74: The laſt day he ever celebrated his. own 
ativity., } having cauſed the Statue of epollo 
emmtes tobe: brought from Syracuſe, with in- 
poten to {t,it up -in the Library of the New 
emple, as a piece of incomparable workman- 
ibip and bigneſs; the faid God appear'd to 
im, as he thought, .in his ſleep, and told him, 
Þhat he could ngt be dedicated by him. And not 
many. dayes: before his death, the Pharos or 
Wateh-Tower,- at. Capree fell down , by an 
a, And at cHMiſenum, the Coals which 
brought 'to warm the Chamber, being 
Pit;+ out, ,andicold for a conſiderable time , 
broke out -again- on a ſudden in -the Evening, 
IO Jhining a good part of the 
pl) 24-2 5117 1 | 
—_ The people were, ſo over-joyed with the 
tidings of his: death, _ that. at the firſt News they 
ratup and 'downthe- Street, ' ſome. crying out, 
That. Tiberius: frond be throw: into the Tiber ; 
others, That - ſupplication - was to be made to 
our Mother, Eatth,. and the reſt: of the infernal 
Gods, that no place might be: afforded him now 
he was dead-,” but , amonglt -ttie molt wicked 
and. miſerable i pexſons -jn- that; World ; Others 
; | threatned 
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threatned his Corps with the hooks ' and "Ge-/ 
monia, as being exafperated (befides the -me- | 
mory of his formet cruelties) with a new piece” 
of inhimanity as it were, after 'his death; --For” 
whereas by Decree of the Senate it was-'Pro- 
vided, That no perſon condemn'd , ſhould be 
executed till the tenth day after ſentence pro- 
nounc'd, it happen'd by accident, that the day 
of ſome perſons puniſhment fell out on the ſame 
day the news of T:berius's| death was known : 
The poor people begg'd hard for a Reprieve, 
but Caizs being abſent, and no body there ta 
whom properly auy Pctition in their bchalf could 
be addreſs'd, the Keepers of the Priſon, that 
they might ſeem to comport exactly with the 
ſentence of the Senate, ſtrangled them of their 
own accord, and threw their bodies into the 
air, which aCtion increas'd the hatred of the 
peop.e againſt him, as if his cruelty had out- 
lived him. As ſoon as his body began to be 
remov d from Afiſenum, the people cryed out, 
That they ſhouſd carry him rather to Atella, than 
to Rome, and let him be half burnt there in the 
Amphitheatre, as leſs Malefaftors had by his Order 
heen ferv'd before him. Yet the Souldiers brought 
It to Rome, where it was burnt with publick ſo 
lemnity. 

76. Two years before his death, he made his 
Wil, of which there were two parts, one under his 
own hand, the other written by one of his Freemen, 
but both to the ſame purpoſe, and Witneſſed by 
perſons of yery mean quality, By that Will he 
left Coheirs, Czius his Grandſon by Germanicus, . 
and Tiberins by Druſus, both in equal portions, 
.. ubſtituting them ſucceſſively. He left Legacies 
EF likewiſe 
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likewiſe to ſeveral others, amongſt the reſt to the 
Veſtal Virgins, to all the Souldiers, to every 
one of the Commons, and to the Maſters and 
| cam of every Ward, ſeyerally and by them- 
ſelves. 
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Ermanicus the Father of Cains Ceſar, and 
Son of Druſus by Antonia the younger, 
was adopted by his Uncle, Tiberixs, 
and immediately (though he wanted five years of 
- the age required by the Laws) he exerciſed the 
Office of Quzſtor, and not long after, the Conſul- 
ſhip. Being ſent roCommand the Army in. Ger- 


_— 
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many, about the time the death of Auguſtus was 
publiſh'd, alFthe Legions refuſing to acknowledge 
Tiberius for*Emperour, and proftering him the ſole 
Government of the Commonwealth, it is a queſtion 
whether he reſtrain*d them with mote piety, or re- 
ſolution, and a while afterwards, having van- 
quiſh'd the Enemy, he triumph'd. Being created 
Conſul the ſecond time, before he entred upon his 
Charge, he was (as it were) ford away to ap- 
peaſe fome Commotions in the Eaſt : But after he 
had conquered the King of Armenia, and reduc'd 

adocia into the form of a Province, he fell ſick 
and dyed of a tedious and lingering difeaſe, the 
34. year of his age, if the City! of Aarioch, 'and 
not without ſuſpicion of poiſon; For beſides the 
livid and blue ſpots which appear*d upon his body, 
and the foam which flow'd from his mouth ; after 
he was burnt, they found amongſt his bones his 
heart incorrupt and intire, according to the gene- 
ra! opinion, which reports it of ſuch a nature, that 
if it be the leaſt touch'd or infeted with poiſon, it is 
neyer to be conſumed with fire. 

-2. Hedyed as was ſuppos'd by the contrivance 
of Tiberius, and the Miniltery of C. Piſo,who at the 
- fame time being Governour of Syria, not diſſem- 
bling that he was of neceſſity to offend either the 
Father or Son, (as if there were no remedy) he 
treated Germanicxs with great inſolence,even in his 
ſickneſs, in ſo much that when he return'd to Rome, 
he eſcap'd narrowly being pul!d in pieces by the 
people, but was however condemned to death by 
the Senate. 

3. This is moſt certain, Germamens was indued 
with all good qualities, either of the body or mind, 
and fuch as were not to be found in any other 

Wer Prince, 
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Prince. His comelineſs, courage, and itrength,were 
conſpicuouſly eminent ; his eloquence unqueſtiona+ 
bly perfet, both in Latine and Greek, by which 
he gain'd upon all people 5 by. the ſweetneſs of his 
carriage he conciliated love, and made it his buſt- 
neſs to oblige every body. All that could be ex- 
cepted againit in his ſhape, was that the ſmalneſs of 
his legs was not proportionable tothe reſt of his 
members ; but by degrees that. objection was Ie- 
moved, and his legs brought to their correſpon- 
dence, by frequent riding after meals. He flew 
many of the Encmy with his own hand ; he pleaded 
Triumphal cauſes; and amongft other monuments 
of his ſtudies, he left certain Comedies in Greek + 
he was equally civil both at home and abroad ; and 
being univerſally beloved, he viſited ſuch Towns as 
were Free, or Confederate, without his Li 
or ſuch like marks of his authority. He wag fo 
great an honourer of the memories of illaſtrious 
men, that wherever he ſaw any of their Tombs, 
he paid all due formalities to their Ghoſts. Having 
deſigned to bury the old and difpers'd reliques of 
ſuchas were ſlain inarzs his defeat, . togetber in 
one grave, he himſelf was the firſt man which ga- 
ther'd them with his own hand, and carried them 
to the place. So little inclination he had to revenge 
the molt ſenſible injuries, that he permitted Psſo 
to _reſcinde his Decrees, and perſecute his Depen- 
dants, without expreſling the leaſt indignation, till 
he found him leveling at his life, both with Magick, 
and Poiſon. Nor did he then proceed any further 
than to renounce his Friendſhip, and recommend it 
to his Domelſticks to "—_ him, if any thing - 
happen'd otherwiſe than well. 
4. All theſe qualities and pertections gain'd him 
the 
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the love and eſteem of his relations inſuch manner, 

that (without ſpeaking of the reſt) _— was 
d 


along time in ſuſpence whether he ſhould make 
him his Succeſlor himſelf, or leave him to be adop- 
ted by Tiberus. ' Nor was he leſs dear to the peo- 
ple, who = ſeveral report) were ſo paſſionately 
deſirous toſce him, that as often as he departed or 
arrived at any place, he many times ran great dan- 
ger of his life, by the throngs and crowds of ſuch 
perſons as attended him out, or went on purpoſe to 
wait upon him in. When (after he had appeas'd 
that ſedition) he return'd out of Germany, all the 
Pretorian Cohorts advanc'd to meer him, though 
two only had Orders; and all the people of Rome, 
without diſtinction of Sex, Age, or Quality, were 
got in throngs upon the road for twenty miles 
together. | 

5- But his death rendred his eſteem and reputa- 
tion much more remarkable; for on the day he 
died, the people threw ſtones at their Temples, 
pulPd down their Altars, flung their Houſhold-gods 
out of doors, whilſt the New-born Babes were ex- 
pos'd and in theif indignation forſaken by their 
Parents. The Barbarians themſelves (if we may 
believe relation) who were at Wars with one ano- 
ther, nay even with us, reſenting ſo general a loſs, 
made a Ceſlation of their own accord, whilſt their 
 Governours and Princes cut off their Beards ſome 
of them, and ſhaved their Wives heads in token of 
their ſorrow. The King of the Parthians alſo left 
oft his Hunting, and forbore his ordinary converſa- 
tion amongſt the Princes and Grandees of his Court, 
which among the Parthians 1s like the ſtopping of 
their Courts of Juſtice, and never uſed but upon 
extraordinary diſaſter. | = 


6. The 
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6. The firſt news of his ſickneſs, had put the City 
in no ſmall conſternation ; but whilſt they were 
fadly attending for farther intelligence, on a ſudden 
about Evening a report was ſpread, (no body knew 
how) that he was recover'd and well. The people 
were ſo tranſported with joy,they ran immediarely 
with their Torches, and Sacrifices to the Capitol, 
and no little danger there was that the doors of the 
Temple had been broken open, in their impatience 
of paying the Vows which they had made for his 
recovery. Tiberius was awak'd out of his ſleep 
with the noiſe of their Congratulations, the multi- 
tude not beingable to moderate their joy, nor con- 
tain themſelves from reſounding with one voice, 
Salva Roma, Salva Patria, Saluus eſt Germanicus z 
Rome 6s ſafe, and our Conntrey is ſafe, ſince Germa- 
Nicus 3s ſafe. But at length, certain news of his- 
death being arrived, they ſeent'd paſt all Conſola-: 
tion, all the Emperours Edicts being unable to re- 
ſtrain the expreſſions oftheir ſorrow, which con-- 
tinued in deſpight of all the Feſtivals and Holy- 
dayes in December. And that which was a great 
augmentation of the glory of Germanicus, and made 
him much more regretted, was the miſerable con-1 
dition of the following times ; for the cruelty of 
Tiberius diſcovering it ſelf preſently after, all the 
World did rationally beheve, it was the reve- 
rence, or fear of him, which had relſtrain'd him 
befgre. 

7. His Wife was Aprippina, the Daughter of 
M. Agrippa, and Fulia, by whom he had nine Chil- 
dren: Two of them died very young, and a third, 
a Youth very handſome and witty, whoſe Pifture 
(drawn in the habit of Cupid) Livia dedicated 
1n the Temple of Venus Capitolinut, and Auguſtus 

(having 
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(having | it ſometimes in his Chamber ) was wont 
to- kiſs it conſtantly when he came in; The reſb of 
his Children out-lived their Father ; three Daugh- 
ters, Agrippina, Druſilla, and Livilla, born fuc- 
ceſively in three years ſpace; and three Sons, 
Nero, Druſus, and. C. Ceſar , of which Nero 
and Druſus were declared Enemies to the State, 
ell Senate, upon the complaint and accuſation 
Qi [Taberms. ; 

+8, C: Ceſar was born the laſt of Auguſt, his 


; Father, and C. Forxteins Capito, being Conluls; as 


tothe place of his birth, the drverlity of reports 
makes it uncertain : Cy, Lentu'us Getulicus writes, 
he was born at Tibur; Plinius Secundus, in the 
Countrey of the Treveri, ata Town called Ambia- 
rtmum, upon the meeting and confluence of the 
Rhine; and the Moſellz;, and as an inforcement of 
his opinion, heeadds, there are ſtill Altarsto beſcen 
with this inſcription, OB AGRIP PINE 
PUVERPERIU MyFor the delivery of Agrippina. 
But he being Emperour preſently after, and theſe 
Verſes publickly divulged, they would perſwade, 
he was born in the place where the Legions were at 
that time in their Wintcr Quarters; 


tn Caſtris natus, | Patriis nutritus in armis, 
Fam deſignats Principis omen erat. 


 Bornin the Camp, Nur*'d in his Countreys War, 
_ Portends he WAS decreed an Emperor. 


For my part I find amongſt the Records, he was 
bozn at Antium;, Plizic refutes Gerulicxs as a liar, 
and; one who. dcligred to flatter .a young and am- 
biriens Prince, by aſligning him a Birth-place ina 

| Town 


*- 
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Tawn which was conſecrated to Hercales, and that 


- he was the more audacious in his _— becauſe 
U 


Agnppina bad Nen-in of a Son at Tiber buta year 
_ CE name was C, Ceſar likewiſe , :of 
whoſe amiableneſs, and death, we have ſpoken _al 
ready : As for P.sme, the computation of the times 
- 1s a ſufhcient confutation of him, for thoſe who 
have writ the Hiſtory of Auguſtas, allnre us, 'that 
Catzs was bortt before his Father Germanicas was 
ſent into Gawle, after his Conſulſhip was expired; 
neither 1s the inſcription upon the Altars of any 
importance. to his opinion, ſeeing Aegrippina had 
two Daughters in that Countrey, and the word 
Puerperium may be interpreted of either ſex; and 
belides, in old tkze they us'd to call little Girls 
Puere, as they did little Boyes Pxelli, There is. ex+ 


tant alſo an Epiſtle from Auguſtns to Avrippina his. 
Grand-daugitery writ not many months before his 


death, concerning this Caius, (for there was no 


other Child at that time of that name) in theſe 
words; Yeſterday I gave order to Talarius and Afel-. 


lus, to bring latle Caius hither (if it pleas'd he 


Gods) onthe 17th. of May. I fend with him (beſides) 


one of my Phyſicians, which ( as I have writ to Ger- 


manicus) he may keep with him sf he thinks goad.” 


Aaieu, my dear AgripPina, and make much of thy ſelf, 
that thou mayſt be well and in health when thou meeteſ 


' with thy Husband. So that it appears abundantly, . 


as I ſuppoſe, Caius could not. be born in a Countrey 
into which he. was convey'd from Rome, when he 
was near two years old. - Which evidences are of 


no leſs authority againſt the Verſes, eſpecially con: - 


lideringthe Author was never known, It remains. 
therefore that 'we acquieſce in the Teſtimony of 
the publick Records, and.the rather, becauſe Caius 
preferr'd 


oo 


[ 
| 
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preferr'd Atixm to all other places of pleaſure, and 


valued it continually as if it had been there (ard no 
otherwhere) he was brought into tte world : And 
*tis rted, That being weary -of Rome, he 
reſoly'd once to have remoy'd his Imperial Seat 
thither. 

9. The Sirname of Cal:oula was given him in the 
Camp, by the Raillerie of the Souldiers, becauſe he 
was brought up amongſt them in the habit of a' 
Common Souldier ; by virtue of which education 
he had contracted their affeftion ſo, that upon a 
Mutiny after the death of Auguſtus, his preſence 
appeas'd them, when they were at the height of - 
their tury : Nor couid they poſſibly be quieted, ti 
they underſtood he was to be ſent away to the 
next City, leſt he ſhould be in any danger by their 
ſedition; but as ſoon as they underſtood that, re- 
penting of what they had done, they ſtopt his 
Coach, excus'd their fault, and deprecated the 
diſpleaſure he might have juſtly conceiv*d againſt 


10. He accompanied his Father in his Expedi- 
tion-into Syria, from whence being return'd, his 
firſt reſidence was with his Mother, and (after her 
baniſhment) with his Great Grandmother Livia - 
Awuzuſtz;, who dying not long after, he made her 
Funeral Oration before the Roſtra, though he was 
then but a youth, and in his Pretexta : from thence - 
he went to his Grandmother Antonia, and after- 
wards when he was twenty years old, being ſent 
for by Tiberius to Capree, he allum'd the YVi#ile Robe, 
and ſhaved his Beard the firſt time, both the ſame 
day, without the honour and ſolemnity which his 
Brothers - had' received upon the like occaſion. 
When he was there; he was tempted by all m_ 

an 
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and deſigns to complain, 'or talk more freely than 
was, allow'd ;| but-he was too wiſe for 'thern all, 
s'd all by, as if he had forgot the\misfortunes of 
is Family, and difembled his own ſufferings with 
incredible” patience. /' In ſhort; he demeaned. him: 
elf. towards his: Grangfather, with ſo much- obſe- 
quiouſneſs, that it was Mid of him; *and not without 
reaſon, Never was there abetter Servant, nor 4 worſe 
Ys 

11, Howbeithecould not, even then, maſter his 
ill inclinations, but:took delight ta be preſent bim: 
. . Rf at- all puniſhments and Executions. He dif6 

guig'd himfelf in the night, andran up and down'te 
Taverns and Brothel-bguſes; in Perriwigandiong 
Gown, - that no-body might-diſcayer him: : He (te: 
lighted ſlionately in Dancing, 'Muſick,) and ſuch 
Arts as belongig to: the: Stage 3 : Trbtins x ye 
<njving, in hopes thoſe Exerdiſes 

{often and-mallifie the (ro ach bo 
mich the cunning old Prince had ſo perfectly fole: 
een, that he ſeveral times-preſaged; That 'Cants 

. 0%, for his deſtruttion, and the, rune of them '8#h1, 

—- ( in hum). be - brought up. a; Serpent -far-the 
Zap of Rome, and a Phaeton fo or he, niger? *: Fbe 
Wor 

12, Not long after bo munnied. andila jÞr x 
Daughter of /..Silanus, a Gentleman, of antient 
extraction; and then being deſign'd Azur.inths 
place of Druſus his Brother, before his inveſtiture 
and inauguration, he was advanc'd to-the Pontift 
Fate, with great ſhew of piety and good nature. 
As, atthat time there was no perſon at Court but 
_ biqnſelf, could make the leaſt pretence to the Em 
pire, (Sejanns being ſuſpected already, and a while 
after deſtroy'd)-he began to look about him, and 

Q 


to 
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to-.conceive ſome hopes 'of his-ſyoteſſion; andithat 
be-might fortifie and confirm tHetw the bertbe, *bis 
Wife: Fu#ia beingidead-in Child-bed, he added 
himſelf to. Emz Tie Wife of :Muvins Macro, theft 
Captain of the Preetorian Cohorts, and having'de- 
bauch'd her by frequent oligitarions he ſwore) td 
her, and promis*dher Martiage-under his hind;'if 
eferhe came tobe Emperour:: having by her.tticans 
inſinuated into the affeftion of Macro, as ſorrie 
think; he, attempred. "Tet" with Poyſon 57 and 
having commanded his Ring"to' be taken off his 
Anger, [obſerving Tiberis:to:giveſome'ſigns'sf re 
fiſtance, he-caug'd a pillow: to be:clapt upon his 
mouth; and ſtifled him with: His: owti hands;- An 
ation that:{ſeenfd' fo-cruet rowne' of his. Freed: 
an, he conſt -n6t, forbeat crying out; 'but 'hethad 
thav#been quiet; forihe \caug'd) himito! be 
Jan g'd tp immediately. Not is4t” incredible," ſee 
ingerors Authors which affirm, | that if lie cot 
ed not that fact, yethe tonful'd pablickly:He 
deſigned it, antasa mark! 6f this Sieey ahd gvod 
nature, \he» boaſted; iT hat to revenge the 'dew#h of bis 
Adorher and Bhorbors, he'went onetime with Dov 
312 1thand into Tiberius bis: —_ whey he: was 
aſleep , but being touch'd with compaſſion, he-thyaw 
avay his weapon,” all tetited: : T, is Tiberius Jaw 
him. 'well exoroh;'" bat aurſt nag \EXAmine 7107 Te 
_ . DO Qt: ſ } 
13. Havit!f >etn.knowito moſt of the Provits 
clals, 'and Souldiers;' from his' Childhood, 'and/n6 
teſs gratefults the people of Rome, for the 'memor 
ofhis Father Germanicus, and>itt pity to his'd 
hte Family, heartived: at the Enipire to the- ſatis- 
faction of all parties: - In order to which, ashe'v& 


wored from Mſennm, though he was io MonrMing, 
a 
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and attended the Corps of Tiberias with. great  gra- 
vity ; yet could he not forbear-marching amongft 
the Altars, Sacrifices, and Torches which came out 
to meet him, being ſurrounded with an” infimte 
number of people, teſtifying their joy by their 
acclamations,-#nd callirig him (beſides other lucky 
names) Sidus, Pullum, Puppum, and Alamnym, 
their Star, their 'Chicken, their Child, and their 
Darling. hd Wet + 
14. As ſoonas he had made hisEntry into Rome, 
the Senate being aſſembled, and the people throgg- 
ing into the Council, by univerſal confent he was 
declared Emperour, with abſolute power, contra 
to the expreſs will of Tiberius, who left him b 
Coheir with another of his Grandchildten, who was 
then under age, and in his Prartxr4. © In ſhort, ſo 
great was their joy at his advancement to the Em- 
Pire, that in leſs than three months time, there 
were Sacrificed by report above a'\hundred and 
threeſcore thouſand'Cattel: Awhile after, upoh 
his paſſage into the Iſles of Campania, which were 
not far off, they made Vows for his return,omitting 
not the leaſt opportunity of expreſſing their care 
and Tolicitnde for his ſafety. And when afterwards 
he chanced to be ill, the people throng?'d whole 
nights about his Palace; ſome offet*d themſelves 
to Combate for his ſafety, ſome devoted themſelves 
to death 1f he recover'd, and ſetup Bills of their 
reſolutions1n the Streets. To this infinite affection 
of the Citizens, the no leſs favour of Strangers was 
added for Artabanus King of the Parthians, who 
had expreſs'd nothing but hatred and contempt of 
Tberius, ſought hisfriendſhip himſelf, and coming 
to a perſonal Conference with one of his Legater, 
which had been Conful, he paſs'd the Enphrates, 
Q 2 adgred 
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adored the Ea ay ab and other Enſigns of the Romans, 
kiſs'd the Images of Ceſar. 

We "lathis - he inſinuated into their affeCti- 
-afid may umſelfacceptable to the people, by 
orts of popularity. Having perform'd his laſt 
duty to Therns, made: his Funeral Oration with 
tgany tears, and exhibited his Obſequies with great 
IR nenide=ne ſolemnity, he haſtned forthwith to 
wy Iſlands of Pandataria and Pontie, to remove the 
aſhes of his Mother, and Brother, expoſing himſelf 
to.the danger of ll weather, that his piety might be 
the more notorjouſly obſervable; and having gar 
thered them with much reverence together, he put 
Rom, into their Urnes with his own proper. hands. 
ith no leſs pomp and formality he. carried them 
to Oſt:a firſt, 1: up his Standard in the Poupe 
af his Galley, rom thence to Rome, . up the, Tiber, 
and fo had t iem convey'd by the moſt ilhuſtrious 
of the Equeſtrian Order, into the Mauſolium at 
noon-day> . Beſides.this, he ordained publick Ser- 
vices and.Devotions,to beannually obſerv'd in their 
Commemoration : Moreover, for his Mother he 
inſtituted ſolemn, Games inthe Circus, and a Gha- 

riot in which her Image ſhould be carried in-porap-: 
and in memory of his Father, he called the month 
of September . Germanicnus. Theſe Ceremonies -be- 
ing over, by an Act of the Senate he conferr'd uxqn 
his Grandmother Antonia, all the Honours which 
Livia Auguſt4had receiv'd in her whole life,' ;He 
took for bs Colleague in the Conſalſhip, Claudius 
his Unkle by the Fathers fide, who till that time 
was a Roman Knight, and, no more. He adopted 
his Brother Tiberwes the. very day he put on his 
Virile Gown, and calPd, him, Prince of the Youth ; As 
to his Siſters, he ordain'd in their favour, flat they 

Ou 
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ſhould be compriſed'in all Oaths, and this clauſe * 
for the future be added ; Meither is my ſelf, or Ohil- 
dren, dearer to me, than Caius and his Sifters: and- 
in the motions, or reports of the Conſuls, that 
they ſhould uſe this form; Quod bonum felixque ſit 
C. Czfari, Sororibuſque ejus, And may it be good 
and happy to C. Czlar, and his Siſters. With the 
ſome arrtifice and popularity hereitor'd ſuchas ſtood 
condemn'd, or baniſh*d, forgiving all paſt crimes, 

_ ifthere were any which remain'd unpumiſh'd. All 
Regiſters and Records, relating any way to the 
proceedings againſt his Mother and Brothers, (leſt 
there ſhould be room left for fear, or apprehenſion 
in any of their Informers) hecaus'd to be brought 
publickly into the” Market-place; and having call'd 
the Gods to witneſs, that he had never read, nor 
ſo muchas touch*dthem, he threw them into the 
fire and burnt them. And this kindneſs which he 
hitherto had ſhewn them, was the reaſon he refus'd 
a Note which was offer*d him, tending to the diſco- 
very of a Conſpiracy againſt him, alledging for his 
reaſon, That he was not conſcious of any thing might 
deſerve the hatred of any body, and, That he had no 
ears for Informers. | 

16, He reſoly'd to have caſt the Spintrie or in- 
venters of abominable recreations into the Sea, 
and when at laſt he was perſwaded from that ſe- 
verity, he baniſh'd them from Rome, He ſuffer'd 
ſuch as were curious to ſearch for, and peruſe 
the writings of Titus Labients, Cordus Cremuting, 
and Caſſizs Severus, which had been prohibited 
and ſuppreſt by Order of the Senate, it being for 

. his intereſt to have all paſſages tranſmitted to poſte- 
rity. Theeſtabliſhment or Model of Auzuſtzs his 
| adminiſtration, which had been negleCted by Tibe- 
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rius, he caus'd to be publiſh'd,, He gavea free ju- 
riſdiction to the Magiſtrates, without reſerving any 
appeal to himſelf, He took a ſtrift view of the 
Gentry of Rome, taking away their horſes before 
ali people, when he found any of them guilty of any 
infimois wickedneſs : But for peccadilloes, and ſuch 
perſons as had but ſmall offences to anſwer, he on- 
ly paſt over their names as the rolls were read, 
without further puniſhing them. To relieve the 
Judges who at that time were overlaid with the 
multitude of buſineſs, to the four before, he added 
a fifth Decurie. He endeavoured alſo to reſtore the 
antient manner of Eleftions of Magiſtrates by the 
ſuffrages of the people. Though the laſt Will and 
Teſtament of Tibers was declared Null: and thats 
of Livia Auguſta ſuppreſt by the ſaid Tiberius, yet 
he caus'd all their Legacies to be punCctually paid, 
without either clamour on the one ſide, or fraud on 
the other. He remitted the impoſition call'd 
Centeſima, which was rais'd upon all bargains and 
ſales in /taly. He made good the loſſes which ſe- 
veral people received by fire, and if he reſtored 
their Kingdomes to any Princes who had been diſ- 
poſleſs*d, he not only gave them their Eſtates, but 
anexact account and reſtitution of all their revenue 
from the time they were diſſeiſed ; As particular- 
Iy to Antiochus Comagenus he returned a hundred 
Millions of Seſterces, which had been confiſcated, 
and that he might appear an incourager and fayour- 
er of all good examples, he gave to a Libertine 
Woman 8oooo Sefterces, for having indured the 
moſt exquiſite torments, without diſcovering the 
crime: of her Patron: for which good ations, a- 
mong other honours done unto him, there was a 
ſhield of Gold bearing his Buſt or half Image, ſo 

cree 
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creed to: be carried annually upon a certain- day by: 
the:Colledges of the Prieſts into the Capitol; The 
Senators followipg in their ranks, and the Noble-- 
mens Childrenof both Sexes ſinging and chanting 
verſes in praiſe of his Virtues. Beſides which'tt: 
was'ordain'd, that the day on which he was advan- 
ced to the Empire, ſhould be called Palitia; imply 
inga new foundation of the City, the firſt haying 
been likewiſe on that day. 

-* 14, He was Conſul four times, the. firſt, two 
Months from the firſt of Fanuary; the ſecond, from! 
the firſt of Fanwary to the thirtieth, the third, to 
the Ides of Fanuary, and the fourth, to the ſeyenth- 
day before the ſaid /des: Of all theſe he held the 
two laſt ſucceſſively, but the third he entred upon 
at Lyons alone, not as ſome think out of vain glory, 
or negligence, but becauſe his Colleague dyed: juſt 
upon'the day of the Calends, ſo as he could haye 
no knowledge of his death. He gave a Largeſs to 
. the 'people of 300 Sefterces a picce, twice, and as 
often he made a'Magnificent Entertainment for the 
Senators, and the Knights, with their Wives and 
Children ; in the latter of which, he gave the Men 
Robes, the Women and Children favours of Pur- 
ple, or violet colour ribbons ; and to augment the 
publick joy #2 -perp:tuum, he added a day to the 
Satwrnals, and calld it Favenalis. 

18, He exhibited Gladiators, partly in the Am- 
phitheatre of. Taxrus, and partly in the Septa,' in 
the held of Mars : amongſt which divertiſements 
he introduc'd certain Troops of African and Cam- 
peniey Champions, ſelected ont of bath Countries. 

e preſided not alwaies himſelf in theſe ſpectacles, 
but ſometimes transferr'd that, Office upon the 
Magitrates, and ſometimes upon his friends. Far 
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Farces and Comedies,  he' repreſented them fre- 
quently to thepeople, and in ſeveral ways, fome- 
times 1n the night, with lighted torches burning 


all about the ſtreets : He cauſed Money and Me: 


dals to be flung many times among the people,- and 


baskets of Bread and Meat to be diſtributed man 


by man : in one of which feaſts obſerving a certain 
Gentleman who ſate over againſt him;to teed chear- 
fully and with a good Stomach, 'he ſent him »his 
ſhare alſo. And to a Senator for the ſame Cauſe, 
he ſent his Letters Patents, by which he deſigned 
him Prztor extra Ordinem. He preſented them alſo 
with feveral Gircenſian Games, which continued 
from morning to night, interpoſing ſometimes the 
baiting of Panthers, ſometimes Juſtings and Turna- 
ments a {a Troyenne.: His Principal Entertainments 
in that kind were ſo Magnifhcently ſumptuous, the 
Gircus was cover'd over with Vermilion and Bo- 
rax, and no perion -admitted to manage the Cha- 


riots, under the'degree ofa Senator. Some alſo he - 


exhibited ex tempore and without any preparation, 
at the importunity of ſome perſons, who were ſ{tand- 
ing in the Balconies near him, whilſt he yas look- 
ing upon the furniture of the Cirque, out of the 
houſe Gelotiana. 

19. Beſides theſe Ordinary Games, he invented 
one, ſuch as was never heard of befare ; for having 
got together a vaſt number of Boats, he faſtned 
them in a double rank with their anchors, all the 
fpace betwixt Baje, and the dams of Putecls, and 
having covered them with earth, he made a Bridge 
of 3600-paces, after the 'faſhion of the Yia Appia ; 
upon which Bridge he paſt to and fro, two dayes 
together : The fixſt day mounted upon a ſtately 
Horſe with rich Trappings, a Chaplet of Oaken 
jp)" Branches 
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Branches upon his Head, his Battle-axe in one hand, 
bis Target in the:other, his ſword by his'ſide, and 
bis Imperial Mantle of Cloth of Gold upon' his 
ſhoulders : The next day he appeared in the babit 
ofa Charioteer, in a Chariot drawn by two ſtately 
Horſes, carrying; before him Dari#: ayouth, and 
one of the Parthian Hoſtages, attended by a Squa- 
dron of his Guards and ſeveral of his friends mount- 
ed likewiſe in their Chariots. I know it is the com- 
mon opinion, that Cabgxda built this Bridge in ymi- 
tation of Xerxes,who made a moſt wonderful one of 
planks over the Helleſpont, but not altogether ſo 
broad as this. I know likewiſe there are others be- 
lieve, that being the upon the point of making War 
upon theGermansand Brittains,he had a mind toter- 
rifie them by thereport of ſome extraordinary work. 
But I have heard my Grand-father fay, when I was 
but a Boy, that ſome Courtiet. hich werein 
favour with the Emperour, toid him, that the true 


'.. reaſon was from certain Aſtrological Predictions of 


Thraſyllus, who finding Tiberius unreſolved as to 
his Succeſſor, yet more inclinable to.his own Grand- 
Son, than Cams; he told him, It was as hard a mat- 
ter for Caius to be Emperour, as for him to ride on 
Horſe-back over the Gulf of Baje, 
* 20. Nor were his Exhibitions of this nature only 
in Rome, but in the Provinces, and ſtrange Coun- 
tries likewiſe : In S:c:ly, at Syracuſe, he preſented 
them with {uch Games as were -uſed in Athens, 
and at Lyons in France, with mixt and irregular. 
, Amonglt- the reſt he ordain'd a ſolemn Contention 
-1n Eloquence, both in Greek and in Latine; re- 
quiring thoſe which were overcome, to give re- 
wards to the Canquerour, and to make ſome Com- 
poſition or-other 1n his praiſe : But for thoſe who 
« gave 
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gave fo fatisfattionatall, they were condemn*dto 
expunge what they had'done, either with a Sponge, 
of their tongue, unleſs they would chooſe rather to 
be totfrected with Fernla's or plung'd over head and 
earsm the next River. | 

+ -21., He finiſhed the Temple of Auguſtus, and the 
A of Pompey,which Tiberixs had left half 
VU .- In the Territory of T:bur, he began an 
Aquaduct, and an Amphitheatre near the Park, of 
winch one was perfected by his Succeſſor Clardins, 
and the-other was quite laid aſide. The Temples 
and Walls at Syracuſe, which were fallen down with 
age, he rebuilt and repaired; he hada deſign like- 
wile/ to build the Palace of Polycrates at Samos a 
new; to finiſh the Temple of Apollo, calPd Didy- 
meum, at Miletum, and to erect a New City upon 
the top of the Alpes; but his chief project was, to 
cut the Iſthmus in A4chaia, and make a paſlage. be- 
twixt thoſe two Seas, in order to which he ſent a 
conſiderable Officer in his Army, to ſurvey and take 
meaſure of the work. 

22. 'Thus far we have ſpoken of him as a Prince, 
hereafter we ſhall mention him no otherwiſe than 
as a Monſter. Heaſſlum'd ſeveral Surnames, and 
was called Ps, Caſtrorum Filius, Pater Exercituum, 
and Optinues Maximus , The moſt pious, The Son of 
the Camp, The Father of the Armies, and The moſt 
gracious and mighty Ceſar. As he treated one night 
at Supper certain Kings, which were come to Rome, 
on. purpoſe to pay him their devoirs, hearing them, 
in controverſie amongſt themſelves about the No- 
bility of their extraction, he interrupted them, and 
cry*d out in Greek, Let there be but one Lord, and 
one King. And he was once of the mind to have 
taken the Diadem immediately, and changed the 

| Govern- 
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Government into the form of a Kingdom : But; 
being inform'd that he wasalready above the Dig- 
nity of all the Princes and Monarchs of the world, 
from that time forward he began to challenge the. 
honour ofa Divine Majelty. And indeed he comps. 
manded, that the Images of thoſe Gods which were 
in moſt eſteem, cither for the Devotions perform'd 
unto them, or the Excellence of the workmanſhip, 
and amongſt the reſt that of Fupiter Olympicus, 
ſhould be brought from Greece, that their heads 
being taken off, he might place his own in their. 
room. Heenlarg'd and brought down one part of 
the Palatium, as far as the Market-placez and 
altering the Temple of Caſtor and Pollux, into the 
model of a Portico, he placed himſelf oftentimes 
betwixt the divine Brothers, to be adored by all 
which came thither ; ſome were ſo prophane as to 
ſalute him by the name of Fupiter Latialis. And jt 
had been well if his impiety had reſted here : But 
| he builta Temple, dedicated it to his own Divi- 
nity, and inſtituted Prieſts and Victims, the moſt 
exquiſite that could be thought on. In this Temple 
ſtood his Image in Gold, done to the life, habited in 
a Robe ſuch as he wore himſelf. The richeſt men 
of the City, either by bribery or favour, purchas'd 
the dignity of this Prieſthood, according as vacan- 
cies fell. The Sacrifices which they offer'd were 
Peacocks, Pheaſants, Numidian Hens, and other 
Fowls, the moſt rare and delicate could be got, 
which they ſorted, and Sacrificed daily by kinds. 
When the Moon was in the Fall, and ſhined 
bright, his cuſtom was to call to her continually, 
and to invite her to bed to him, that ſhe might taſte 
of his embraces. In the day time he would ſeem 
to talk privately with Fupiter Capitolinus, ſome- 

| times 
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times whiſpering to'him, and then lending him his 
car;z* ſometimes he would ſpeak aloud, and ſome- 
ricmes threaten him, as once he was heard in theſe 
words, Ple ſend you packing ento Greece, At length 
overcome by the importunity of the Gods, who 
(as he told the ſtory himſelf) did inſtantly deſire 
tis Company, he joyn'd the Palatium to the Capi- 


 tol, bya Bridge which he built over the Temple of 


Amngaſtus ; and a whileafter, that he might yet be 
nearer, he laid. the foundation of a New Houſe in 
the Court of the Capitol. 

23. Being but of mean Parentage, he would not 
endnre to be reputed the Grandchild of Agrippa 
and was angry if any man, either in Verſe or Ora- 
tion, reckon'd him of the Family of the Ceſars, 
afhrming publickly, that his Mother was begotten 
mceſtyouſly by A»g#ſtus, upon his own. Daughter 
Fabia: and not content with this abominable aſper- 
fion upon Auzuſts, he forbad the celebration of the 
Holy-dayes, inſtituted to the Commemoration of 
his Victories in Szcly, andat Atum, condemning 
thenr as pernicious to the Commonwealth of Rome, 
Livia Auguſta his Great Grandmother, he call'd, 
The Gown'd Viyſſes: And ina Letter of his to the 
Senate, had the-confidence to find fault with her 
Extraction, charging her Grandfather by the Mo- 
ther ſide, to be no better than a ſimple Decurio of 
Fund;, though it is evident by ſeveral Records, 
that Aufidius Lingo had executed very confiderable 
Offices in Rome. His Grandmother Antoxia de- 
firing to ſpeak with him one time in private, he 
would not vouchſafe, unleſs Macro, the Captain 
ofhis Guards, might be by ; with which indigni- 
ties and affronts he haſtned her death, (if he gave 
her no poiſon) as ſome people report. When ſhe 

was 
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was dead he afforded her no other honour, but to 
look upon her body whilſt it was burning, out of 
his Dining-room window. He ſurprized his Bro- 
- ther Tiberizs unawares, and comfnanded him to be 
killed by a Military Tribune., Slams allo his 'Fa- 
ther-in-law, he conſtrain'd to; cut his own throat 
with a Raiſor ; . and; excuſing bimfelf in botb,-; ke 
alledg'd, that Slanus refus*'d togo to Sea with" hum 
in a-ſtorm, with deſign to have ſeized upon the Gg- 
vernment, if any diſaſter had happened to him 
And that Tiberius for fear of being poiſoned, had 
- taken an antidote, which he diſcover'd by his 
breath : whereas - the truth is, Silas 'could-not 
. endure the/;Ska, and Trberins; had only taken 
Phyſick for a Cough, which 'þe had been troubled 
with long; And for his: Unkle Claudins, he kept 
him alive as a ſubject ' only (for: his mockery and 

laughter. F wn 
24. He committed inceſt with all his Siſters, and 
at all his great Feaſts they lay with their heads in 
his boſome by turns, whilſt his Wife was plac'd 
above. Of theſe Silters-(as. it is verily thought) 
he deflowr'd Dr»ſilla when he was but a Boy, and 
was taken in Bed with her by. his Grandmother 
 FAntona, 11 whole houſe they were brought upt6- 
gether. Afterwards ſhe was married to Zucyhs 
Caſſius Longinus,' a Conſular man, but he made 
bold to take her from him by force,” and lived pub- 
lickly with her, as ſhe had been his own Wife,.and 
being ſick he appointed her Heir both of his-Em- 
pire and Eſtate. When ſhe4died, he proclaimeda 
vacation of all Conrts-and procecdings in Law 
-and made it Capital for any man during that time, 
. tolaugh, bath, or eat with his friends, In ſhort, 

not being able to comport himſelf in fo [des 
oſs, 
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loſs, he left the Town on a ſudden inthenight, and | 


paſling in great haſte thorow C. , he wentto 
Syracuſe, from whence inas much haſte he returned 
with his hairand- beard all over-grown : Neithet 
did he ever ſweat afterwards upon -any occaſion 
ever; either in his Orations tothe People, or 
but by rhe Divinity of Draſilla. The reſt of 
Yr he he neither love with ſo truean affection, 
nor uſed with ſo much reſpeCt; as perſons whont he 
had proſtituted to his own Catamites, - which he 
made uſe of as an excuſe for condemning them ſo 
eaſily in the caſe of <Emikus Lepidus, chargin 
them with Adukery, and being privy to pro 
Confpiracies againſt'him. Nor did*he only 
liſh their diſhonours that way, but h6 po et 
to Mars the Revenver, the three'/ Daggers which 
they had prepar'd 'for his deſtruftion , with' a 
writing containing the whole Narrative of the 
kgs wh 
25." As to his Marriages, whether he contrated, 
diſſolved, or continued them with more diſhoneſty, 
is not eaſie to Aetermine. Being preſent at the 
Marriage of Livia Oreſtilla with C.' P:ſo, after 'the 
folemmity- was over , he commanded her to be 
brought to him as his own Wife; y-t in a"few 
dayes he turn'd her off again, and-within leſs than 
two years baniſh'd her, upon a ſuſpicion ſhe' had 
beef with her Husband in the mean time. Others 
report, that on the -Marriage-day,” being ſet at 
Dinner over againſt P:ſo, he ſent him word, That 
he ſhould not tourd his Wife; and on a ſudden riſi ng 
fromthe Table, he took her 'along with him, and 
the next day publiſh'd an Edit, 'declaring, That he 
was Married according to the Examples of Romn- | 
wr and Auvuſtus. He was enamoured alſo We 
Lolia 


The Life of Caligula Ozſar. 239 
Lollia Paulina, upon f bare relatipn of her Grand 
mothers excellent beauty, in ſo: much that#he.Þ 
ing with her Husband C.. Memmiss, a Conffa 
man, and General of the Army; he ſent for rm 


ently into the Province, forcing her from her 
and, and taking her to himſelf; but he not 
on her away in a ſhort time likewiſe, but for 
er future” matching with any: man wha 
Ceſona was neither handſome noryoung, ad 'yoas 
the Mother of three Children*by another man3 
t being laſcivious;' and addifted to all manier of 
4s eloy*dher 10 intirely, that he i $32 
many times to his Souldiers with her Caſfoc 
{ets Mer Helmet! habited Fkt them, any ring on 
orſe-Back by his ſide-;- but to his Friends he et 
fatther,” and ſhew'd her naked. She being brons 
bdBed, | he honoured her with the "name 
fe, In one day declaring himſelf her Hnshang, 
and the Father'of the Child,” whichhe call'a 
fills; and faving carried her Tound to all the, err 
'of the, Gods, he put her-into' the armes'Þf 
nifn2 to whom he recommended her for edv- 
"Neither was there any thing more aſſued 
I he wa$ his Daughter, than hertatural Ferce. 
fr evi ju ve Threats ſufficient indications, 
nd Favvin the eyes and faces of the 
foeohg her play-ellows... © 
Aft ehiar We have related,” it were eo 
a | Yomher he treated his Friends.” Profomeds the, Son 
ing Fb4, his Cofen -German, (for Ga 


Fandfon affd to Hironius by his Daughter Sz 
Se fecal Macro anft Enna, by whoſe affiltane 
and poyern'd the Empire, ' were all 'of 
iprbe to death,. in tecompence of their 
| and pood ſervices. -- Nor was his refpett and mode: 
ration 
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ration greater toward the Senate; ſome of them 
Hou of quality, who had exercis'd the higheſt 
fices in the Commonwealth, he ſuffer'd to run. in 
theic Robes by his Chariot fide twenty miles toge- 
ther, and ſtand. upon, their legs waiting on him 
whilſt he was at Supper, ſgfnetimes at one end of . 
the Table, ſometimes at another, . with Napkins 
e them as they had been his Servants. After 
d murder'd. gthers in PATE he,caus'd them 
to be cited, and, calld. for as had. ber alive, 
and a few da yes after ca Þe y had made 
Pr ecaſebes. The Conſuls ny forgot, i 1 


han Edit for.:the Celebration 
he turn'd them out off their ( Commands, I; - 


his ery IS 


= 'whillt the Colic ſtood v n 

es, thatthey.'might ſtand. the,more firm, '” 

[os - have the. better; advantage. = chaſtiſe hin; F 
ith the ſame pride and inſoken ba handled 

w 


reſt of the Orders.” Being; diſturb'd b + thi ng 
which 5 they made; who took pg Z1te Fon: in ff 
Gre at midnight,- that they. NT th 


fax them, hemade them. ve VER, 10 
Cudgels ; * in "_— Fn. Ms a 


Roman Rn 


ty »4 AF.. 
eraſed "dto death, "be Fay an Ws 


of. the common people. . Taking great! re 1 
ſowing diſcord ome the diy. gy FEE, 6 , 
mon people, he grdex*d his Stag SET i 
diest he in ſooner. than Rs m_es 


that the Gentlemens places mi heb W raken, ip 
he 


fore they came, by the moſt vile. and ject 
people. 


V3 4 


his. Birth- þ 
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people. In the Combates of his Gladiators, when. 
the Sun was hotteſt and moſt infupportable, he 
caus'd the ins to be drawn open, and com- 
manded that no body ſhould ſtir out. And having 
inverted the uſtval- Orders obſerv'd inthe Election 
of the perſons wMich were to fight with the Beaſts, 
he ſubſtituted old miſerable Creatures - in their 
places, ſuch Gladiators as had never been Crimi- 
nals, or' happily eſcap'd thoſe encounters before, 
and ſometimes poor Houſe-keepers, for having but 
the leaſt blemiſh or imperfection in their bodies ;; 
. otherwhiles cauſing the publick Granaries to be 
* ſhut up, he brought dearth and famine upon the 
people in extremity. [2111 
27. Thecruelty of his'nature appear'd yet more,” 
by theſe aftions following. Obſerving -it very 
chargeable to feed the W1ld Beaſts. which were 
kept to be baited, he mark*d out ſeveral Male- 
factors to be given to them ; for viſiting his' Pri- 
* fons in perſon, he rang'd the Priſoners before him 
in a Gallery, -and ſtanding himſelf in the midſt, 'he 
gave order to take away all, 2 Calvo ad Calvin, 
rom ſuch-a Bald-pate (as he pointed to) to ano- 
ther, and to'throw them to the Beaſts, without the 
leaſt reſpeft to the quality of their Crimes. A 
certain perſon having devoted himſelf to the Com- 
bate of the Gladiators for Cabgula's recovery,. he 
torc'd him to make good his Vow, was preſent him- 
ſelf when he fought at ſharps, and would 'not 
ſuffer him to retire till he had got the Vitory, and 
all the people: had interceded for his diſmiſſion: 
Another having vowed to die upon the farie con- 
dition, and being not over-forward ir p&forming' 
his on he cans'd him' to be adorned with 
Herbs and Ribbands like a Victim; atud' in that 
C5 R manner 
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manner to be-delivered to the Bayes, who requiring 
the accomplilkment: of his Vow, as they hurried 
 limglongthe ſtreets, threw him at laſkdown a Pre- 
cipice,! and killed him.  ' Nay ſo great Was his inhu- 
Hani towards, ſeveral perſons; of good quality 
and. Eftare,that having mark'd thn with hot Irons, 
he condemn'd themeither to the Mines, to the re- 
paration: of'the High-wayes, to the Combate with 
Beaſts,, (ſhutting. them up in cloſe low places, 
where they weretorc'd [to crawle on all four, like 
the Beaſts they were to fight with) or elſe ſaw'd 


them through the middle with a Saw., Nor was it |} 


for. any-weighty or-grieyous offence they ſuffer'd in 
As nice, - but upon trifling occaſions, as, if they 
peer lik'd any. of his Shows, or had never ſworn 
by.his Genius. He conſtrain'd the Parents to be 
preſent many, times, and aſliſtant at the Execution 
of their own, Children :- One of them. pretending 
fickneſs upon. a; time, and deſiring to be excugd 
he {ent hima Litter ; Another coming freſh from 
the murder of his Son, he made him fit down at his 
Table, and entertain'd him with all poſſible plea- 
faatneſs and mirth, as if he had deſign'd to dyvert 
him. - The Maſter of his Sword-fights, and Beaſt: 
utings, having diſpleas'd him, he caug'd bim to be 
eaten with Chains 1n his preſence for ſeveral dayes 
tagether, got permitting him to be guite diſpatch'd 
ill offended with the ſmell of his putrified Brain, 
- Hecould endure him no longer. He caus'd the Au» | 
thor of a Latine Farce, to be burnt in the midſt of 
the Amphitheatxe,only for a witty Verſe which was 
of @ double interpretation. A Roman 
Knight: alſo. being leading tothe. Wild Beaſts by 


his appointment; and crying out ashe went along, 
He, was innocent, be was itnecent 5 be caus'd him 
To, 


"The Life of Caliguls Cali 5343 
ts be brought, back to have his tongue cut out, 
and then return'd him again tv the place of Exe- 
Eution, | was 65" © 
. 28. Having called home a perſon who had been 
baniſhed a Tong time, he. demanded of him how he 
had ſpent his time in his baniſhment, who reply- 
ing in flattery,/ pray'd to the Gods continially,that 1+ 
berius mght die and you ſucceed him in his Empire, 4s, 
is hapned ſince. He imagined the reſt which remainr: 
ein exile prayed as heartily for his death, and-up- 
on that bare imagination, ſent officers on-puryols a+, 
bout the Iſlands,to put them all to the ſword. A fan- 
Cy coming into his head to ſee ſuch aSen&ar man» 
gled and flaſh*d, heſuborn'd certain perſons; ſome - 
to fall upon him as he cntred the Court, to call him: 
Enemy to the State, and ſtabbing him with thei, 
Styletto's to deliver him. over to-the-reſt of theiz 

- compamons to be cut in pieces,, nar could hiscruel-. 
ty be fatiated till his Members and Bowels, after. 

had been drawn about the Streets, . were. 
brought before him, and piled up into a heap. © ! 
29. And if he was barbarons in. his ations, he 
was little better in his words ; He was wont to-ſayy 
There was nothing inhis nature he commended fo 
muchas (in hisown words) his adcatrepſcar, or ynre- 
lenting at the ſight of Executions. His Grandmother 
Arntoma admoniſhing one day; as if his diſobedience 
had been nothing at all, Remember. (fays he) 7 may 
do what 1 pleaſe, with whow I pleaſe. Having a deſign 
to-poiſon his own brother, and ſufpeCting he uſed 
Antidotes, How (ſays he) 5s there any Antidote a- 
gainſt Ceſar ? Having baniſh'd his Siſters, he threat- 
_ nedthem, That be had Swords as well —_—- A 
Prztorian Citizen, who by reaſon'of an indiſpoſiti- 
on,had got leavetoretire into'the Iſle of Anticyra de- 
R > firing 
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ſiting t6 have" hisleave prolong'd, was ſo fir from 
obtaining his petition, that Calipila commanded him 
o be killed, adding withal, That lerting of blood 
als of neceſſ ity do bom 00d, who had taken * Hellehore 
foorg without any aceefe Every tenth day he figi- 
arrants for the Executionof what priſoners he 
bot good, which he called Clearing of his - Ac- 
counts. Having at on time condemned certain Gals 
ahd Greeks together, he cryed out by way of exſulta- 
tioh,” Gallo Grecian ſeſe Jubegiſſe, That he had fubdu- 
cf Gal 401A. 
30, He took great delight to kill people by de- 
, Aot oa1ſudden, or at one blow, but with lit- 
tle and rexterated ſtrokes, that cording to his uſu- 
al Expreſſion, They ms br be ſtruth, fo, as they might 
be ſen ble of their FA of vn "miſtaken ( (apons Aa 
fime) in &c name ofa man, and cauſing' him 
executed inſtead of another, when he underſtood his 
erronr 3 T3 no matter (ſays he) he deſerved it as well 
a the other. In ſhort, fo unlimited and boundleſs was 
his inbumanity; he would often make uſe of that ex-' 
preſſion of the old Tragedian, Oderint dum metrant, 
Lit them hate me as they pleaſe, fo they do but fear me. 
He upbraided the whole Senate at once,as the Creas 
tures and dependants of Sejamms, or betrayers of his 
Mother, a nd Brothers ; and producing ſuch papers 
as he - pe was burnt, he juſtified rhe ſeverity 
of Tiberins, as but neceſſary upon ſo many informa- 
tions: The Gentry alſo he twitted inthe Teeth with 
their too iminoderate devotion-to Spectacles, and 
Stage-plays. Being highly offended with the peo- 
ple for favouring his adverſaries,he cryed out, Would 
#9 God the p le of Rome had but one neck. Tetrinins 
being, accuſed of Theft, he affirmed, They were all 
Thioves which reenſed bien Five of t hoſe Reds 
who 
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who uſed to fight, with Nets in a certain kind of 
Coats, ' having yielded without fighting to the ſame 
Number of Secatores or followers, he commanded 
them to be ſlain, but one of the five ſnatching up'his 
arms, kilPd all the Conquerours, which Caligula 
look*d upon asa cruel ation, lamented'in a publick 
-whj%, and curs'd all thoſe which had patience to 
. ſee it. 

31. Beſides this he uſed frequently to complain of 
the unhappineſs of his time, Becauſe not afflitted with 
any conſulerable calamity, to make it remarkable ;, La- 
menting That the Reign of Auguſtus was memorable,for 
the overthrow of Varus ; Tiberius his, for the fall of the 
Amphitheatre at Fidenz, but ſuch was his unfortunate 
proſperity, he was in great danger to be forgotten ; 1N ſo 
much that he many times wiſh*d for the deſtruction 
of ſome of his Armies, Famine, Peſtilence, Fire, or 
{ome ſuch opening of the Earth, as would ſwallow 
up a good luſty proportion of his people. 

32, When he was even in his ſports or entertain. 
ments, he uſed the ſame wildneſs both in his words 
and ations. Whilſt he was at Dinner or Collation, 
he many times cauſed ſerious matters tq be extort- 
ed with torments befare his face, and ſome Crimi- 
nals tohave their heads cut off by a Soldier who had 
great $kill and dexterity in that recreation. At P#- 
reol; when he dedicated the bridge (which as we faid 
before was his own invention) 1nyiting ſeveral per- 
ſons which ſtood upon the banks, and making 11gns 
.to them to come to him, on a ſudden he threw them 
all over into the Sea ; ſame of them endeavouring to 
lay hold upon the Helms, he made them be thruſt 
off with their Oars and their Hooks. At a publick 
feaſt inRome,a ſervant having ſtoln a thin ſilver plate 

from the Tables, he delivered him preſently to the 
_— Hang. 
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Hang-man, that cutting off his hands, and ha! 
them about his neck,with an in{cription of his crime 
pin'd upon his Breaſt, he might lead him about the 
ſeveral Tables in that poſture,on putpoſe to be ſeen, 
One of the Fencers called Myrmilliones Playing at 


foines with himn jeſt, and falling at his feet by way 
of Complacency, he took him at theadvantage and 
ſtabb*'d him with a dagger, then taking a branch of 
Palm inhis hand, he ran up and down exſulting, as 
he had conquered him indeed. A Sacrifice being 
brought to'the Altar, and ready to be offered, he 
came himſelf tothe Altar in the habit of a Prieſt, 
and lifring up the Mallet as he would have knock'd 
down the Beaſt, he knock'd an Officer on the head 
which ſtood by with the Knife. Falling ſuddenly in- 
toa great laughter as he was one night at Supper, 
the Conſuls who ſat near him, defired him mildly to 
know the reaſon, For what think, you (lays he) but 
fo conſider that I can have both your throats cut, with 
the leaſt nod of my head. 

 33- Amonglt the reſt of his merriments, as he 
ſtood by the Image of Fuptter, he ask'd Apella the 
ba on which of \them two he thought the 
moſt auguſt, and finding him heſitate, he cauſed 
him to be whipp*d,Commending his voice whilft he 
wascrying for mercy, and proteſting it was ſweet 
even in the midd'lt of his groans. He never took 
his Wife or Miſtriſs about the neck, but he had this } 
ſaying, As ſmooth and as lovely as this is, I can take 

it off when Ipleaſe. And did many times proteſt, 
That he would rack_ Czſonia, but he would kyow what 
it was, made him lave her ſo entirely. | 


34- Neither was the enyy and malice inferiour to 
thecruelty and pride which he exerciſed againſt per- 
Jons almoſt of all ages. The Statues of illuſtrious 

ny i | Ps CEA | men 
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men which Avgſt«s (finding the Court of the Ca- 
pitol not large enough to contain)had removed ints 
the Campus Martizs , he batter'd and defac'd in 
ſuch manner, that they could never be put together 
again, ſoasto make their inſcription legible. Be- 
ſides which he order*d no Statues or Images ſhould 
be ſet up for any man living, but by his expreſs Or- 
der and Authority. It was once in his thonghts to 
have ſuppreſt Homers works z For why? (faid he) 
ſhould not I have as much hiberty as Plato, who baniſh'd 
him out of his Common-wealth. He wanted not much 
alſo of throwing the Images and Writings of Yirg, 
and Titus Livins out of all Libraries, looking upon 
the firſt, as a man of no wit, and as little learning ;, and 
upbraiding the other, with his verboſity and negligence 
inbis Hiſtory. And as to the Lawyers (as if he meant 
to take away all uſe of their knowledg, and- cun- 
ning) he was often heard to ſay, He would certainly 
bring things to that paſs, that they ſhould have nothing 
to ſay, but what he thonght Equitable and Fuſt. 
35. He took away the antient badges of honour, 
from the nobleſt Familics of the Romans ; as from 
Torquatus, the Chain, from Cincinnatus, the lock 
of Hair, from Cr. Pompeins of very antient extrach- 
on, the Title of Great Ptolomy, (of whom I have 
ſpoken before) being calPd by him out of his King- 
dome,and at his arrival received with great honourz 
'as he entred into the Theatre one day to behold the 
Plays which Cakgrula exhibited to the people, being 
obſerved to draw the Eyes of the whole houſe upon 
him by the luſtre of his purple Cafſock, the Empe- 
-rour taking notice of it, caus*'d him to be (lain with- - 
out any other provocation. As oftenas he met any 
perſons that were comely,or had handſome heads of 
hair, he caus'd the hinder part of their heads to be 
R 4 ſhaved, 


a eadſ/ve@wu FFFCowowucc yf//.._  J00, JC OONC I GI. Ge iiiR@@froolr ec a. fl#tc a  o£am cud ——_  Al£wtocu ul oi... 4 QAaqDd6 


248 The Life of Caligula Czfar. 

ſhaved, on purpoſe to deform them. A certain Gen- 
tleman called E/;xs Proculus, whoſe Father had been 
firſt, Captain of his Guards, was ſo perſonable a 
man, and ſo eminent for the tallneſs of his Stature, 
that he was called Coloſſeros, or the lovely Coloſſus ; 
Caligh/a envying him that honour, as he was behold- 
ing their Plays, cauſed him to be pulled down out 
of the Gallery into the Pit, and conſtrained him to 
fight immediately with a Thracian firſt, who was 
armed but lightly, then with another who had both 
Sword and Buckler, and having got the victory a- 
inſt them both, he caus'd him to be pinnion'd,ty*d 
alt, and dirty old Clothes to be put upon him by 
force ; after which, he order'd him in that poſture to 
be led abont the ſtreets, as a ſpeCtacle to the Wo- 
men, and his throat to be cut when he had done. In 


ſhort there was no perſon of ſo mean and abject a 
condition, whoſe good fortunes he not only envyed 


but oppoſed. The King Nemorenſis having enjoyed 
and executed the Sacerdotal dignity for ſeveral 
years, he could not ſuffer him any longer, but with- 
out any other occaſion rais'd him up a Competitor, 
more Maſterly than he. Being preſent at a pub- 
lick Spectacle, and obſerving one Porixs a Cha- 
riotier to receive an extraordinary applauſe, for ha- 
ving manumitted a ſlave of his, who had fought a 
prize withrſucceſs, he was ſo highly diſpleaſed, he 
flung himſelf out of the Theatre ina fury, and his 
foot catching by accident in his Gown, he fell down 
tumbling from one ſeat to another, crying out with 
indignation, That the people of Rome ( Lords of all 0- 


ther Nations) gave more honour to 4 pitiful Fencer, 
- than to Conſecrated Princes, nay than to himſelf, who 


was then preſent before them. 
36. He regarded neither his own Chaſtity par 
| cbr: agg 3” > 
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other peoples. It is ſaid he maintain'd a moſt infa. 
mous commerce with 4. Lepidus AMneſter the 
Mimmick or Buffon, and with other perſons alſo 
who were left with hin1in hoſtage. Yalerius Catullus, 
a young Gentleman of a Conſular Family, being 
weary of his continual embraces, cry'd out publick- 
ly, that he was unnaturally abus'd by him, and 
that he had tyred him outquite with his abominable 
Sodemy. Belides his incelt with his Siſters, and his 
notorious amours with Pyralls a common Proſtitute, 
there was ſcarce a Lady of any quality extraordina- 
ry, which eſcap'd him. His way was, to invite 
them with their Husbands to Supper, and then com- 
manding them to march by before him in turns: He 
conſlider'd them carefully, like a Horſe-Courſer, 
lifting up their heads with his hand, when the mo- 
deſty of any of them would not ſufter them to hold 
them up themſelves; Having plkeas'd his Fancy, 
he took the perſon he lik*d beſt and went out of the 
room, a while after he would return, with the 
marks of his immodeſty upon him, and without the 
leaſt ſhame or remorſe, commend or diſtommend 
her publickly ; reckoning up the defects or per- 
feCtions of her body, and telling all the ſhameful 
particularities of their Embraces. To ſome he ſent 
Bills of divorce, in the name of their Husbands 
who were abſent, and caus'd them to be Regiltred, 
and remain upon Record. 

37. In Luxury, and Riotous expence, he out-did 
the inventions of all the prodigals of that age z ha- 
ving contriv'd new ways of bathing, and found out 
moſt prodigious diſhes for hisentertainments. His 
Baths were of ſweet Oyls, ſometimes hot and ſome- 
times cold; his Drink was Vinegar, in which the 
richeſt and largelt Pearls could be got were diſloly'd; 

JCOICRE Sad tte as 
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and his Bread and meat of pure Gold, affirming, 
That a man was to be either a good busband or an Em- 
peroxy. Beſides this for ſome dayestogether from the 
top ofFulia's Tower, he caſt down a confiderable ſum 
of money among the people. He built certain Gal- 
leys of Cedar wood, the Sterns adorned with preci- 
ous ſtones, the Sails of divers colours, the Cabines 
and Galleries large, andconvenient, with great va- 
riety of Vines and Apple-trees, under the ſhade of 
which as he fate at dinner in the day time amongſt 
| his Voices and Muſick, he would many tites coaſt 
along the ſhore of Campania, in great pleaſure and 
delight. Inall his buildings both of Palaces, and 
Houſes of pleaſure, he conſider'd nothing but his 
own fancy, and deſigned nothing ſo much, as what 
other people thought impoſſible. He laid his foun- 
dations where the Sea was moſt deep, he cut his 
way thorow rocks of the molt impenetrable flint,he 
levelled Mountains, elevated plains, and all with 
incredible- expedition, puniſhing the leaſt lazineſs 

'or delay with preſent death; and that I may not 
trouble you with every particular, in leſs than a 

time he conſumed that vaſt maſs of Treaſure 
fr him by Tiberius, which was computed at ſeven 
and twenty hundred Millions of Seſterces. 

. 38. Having drain'd and exhauſted himſelf by 
theſe extravagancies, and nothing left to continue 
them, he betook himſelf to all manner of rapine, in- 
venting ſeveral ſorts of penalties, confiſcations, and 

-impoſts. -He deny*d that any body was legally a 

_ of Rome, Ro predeceſſors yu ran in 

e terms ſb; poſteriſque, to him and his ty, 
utileſs he ted Fon on word Poſterity Lets 
fo be extended beyond thatdegree; And when the 
Patents of 7uhxs and Auznftys were produc'd ; he 

re- 
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rejected them as ſuperanuated : ſuch as by any ac- 
cident were grown rich, or were any way mended 
intheir fortunes, he accuſed of having given ina 
falſe return of their eſtates. He made the Wills 
yoid of all the firſt Captains of the Pretorian Co- 
horts, from the beginning of the reign of Tiberixs, 
to that time, unleſs they had made Tiberixs or him 
their Heirs, and charg'd them with ingratitude, as 
alſo of all other people, if ſo much as one witneſs 
* did but affirm that the deceas'd party deſign'd to 
make Ceſar his Heir. The terrour of theſe proceed- 
ings oblig'd many * em (which were ſtrangers) 
to name him their Heir among their friends; and ſe- 
veral parents among their Children ; but he call'd 
them Cheats and mockers for their pains, for pre- 
ſuming to live on after ſuch a nuncupation, and to 
ſome of them he ſent poiſon'd Cakes to diſpatch 
them. Such cauſes as theſe he took Cognizance of 
himſelf, firſt reſolving upon the Fine, and then lit- 
ting in Court to hear the Caſe argued,and when the 
penalty was pronouc'd, then he would go away and 
not before. Intheſe kinds of proceedings he was 
{o impatient of delay, that by one ſentence at one 
-time, he condemned above forty perſons, which 
were Coors of ſeveral crimes, [ting to - his 


Wife Ceſorria when ſhe wak'd, how much buſinefs 
he haddiſpatch'd, 'whilſt ſhe was taking her after- 
noons nap. Having publiſh'd a fale, he expogd all 
the furniture which remain'd of his Spectacles and 
Shews, ſetting the prices himſelf ſo high, that ſome 
men berg ford to buy them at ſo exceſlive a rate, 
and utterly ruined thereby, cut their own Veins 
and bled to death. All the world knows that '4pol- 
lonius Saturmmus, being aſleep among the ſeats, Ca- 
liru/z adrnomth'd the Cryer not to forget that per- 
I | {on 


252 TheLife of Caligula\Czfar. 


ſon who had been Prztor, and made many nods to 
him with his head ; neither would he ſuffer the 
Auftion to be ended till Apollonius wak'd , who 
though ignorant of what had paſs'd) was: forc'd 
or thirteen Gladiators, to pay nine Millions of 
Seſterces. | 
39. He didas much likewiſe in Gazle, where he 
ſold at an exceſſive rate all the Jewels, Houſhold- 
ſtyff, Servants, and all to the very.Freed-men of his 
Siſters, after their Condemnation : But being allu- 
red thereunto by the conſideration of gain, what 
ever Furniturebelong'd to the Old Imperial Court, 
he reſum'd again by Orders ſent from Rome, for 
the Carriage of which, beſides common Waggons 
which were to be hired, he preſs'd the very Horſes 
which belong'd to the Mills and Bake-houſes, in ſo 
much that there wanted Bread many times in Rome 
"and the Countrey Attorneys, and other perſons in- 
-gag'd in the Law, wanting their conveniences of 
coming up to the City, laſt their Cauſes for Non- 
appearance, whilſt others fqrfeited their Securities. 
For the better diſpoſing of theſe Goods, there was 
noſort of fraud or diſſimulation which he ſcrupled 
to uſe : Sometimes upbraiding every body with 
their Coyetouſneſs, and that they were not aſham'd 
to haye mare Riches than he; otherwhiles he 
-ſeem'd to repent that he had exposg'd to private 
perſons, the Goods which appertain'd to the Em- 
pire. Being inform'd that a wealthy Provincial had 
| | 200000 Seſterces to the Officers which called 
tuch as dined at his Table, on condition'(that by 
ſome fallacy or other) they would place him there 
among the reſt, he was not at all. troubled to admit 
. .him nor to underſtand he valued that honour at fo 
.higha rate. The next day, the fame Provincial 
| being 
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being ſet at the- place where the Sale was made, 
he'ſent bim!ſome certain trifles, and order'd them 
to be deliver'd to him for 200000 Seſterces, with 
mjunCction to tell him, That if he brought thoſe 
things, he might Sup with Ceſar, by his own 
invitation. 

- 40.. His new and unheard of Impoſts, he levied 
firſt by his Publicans, or Farmers, but they gaining 
too' much; the collected them afterwards by his 
Centurions, and Prztorian Tribunes; no perſon, ' 
hor no Commodity whatever eſcaping, without 
paying ſome Tribute or other. For ſuch Victuals 
as was fold in any part of the City, the rate was 
certain, For all Actions or-Proceſfles in Law, in 
what place ſocver they were commenc'd, he exact- 
ed the fortieth part of the thing in controverſie, 
and ordain'd a penalty for all ſuch as ſhould be con- 
yicted, either of compounding, or letting fall the 
Suit. He receiv'd likewiſe the eighth pact of the 
* Porters and Carriers daily gains; and from every 
woman that proſtituted her ſelf for money, as much 
as 'was given her for one time. 'It was inſerted alfs 
m the beginr.ing/of the Law, that not only common 
Strumpetsand Bayds ſhould be liable ro this Tri 
bute, but Married perſons alſo, and all women 
which had any knowledge of man. 

- 4t: Theſe Impoſitions being ſignified only by 
publick Oy, and not by Proclamation, orany thing 
mt writing ſet up in the Streets, - it happen'd man 

. things were committed by pure ignorance, whic 
he turn'd to his advantage ; at length upon the im- 
portunate ſypplicatiou of the people, he ſer up his 
Proclamation, bur in ſo fmall Charaters, ſo illegi- 
blea hand, and written ſo cloſe, no man was able 
to read or Copy it out. And that he might-be-1n- 
experienc'd 
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experienc'd in no kind of Extortion, .he- ſet. upa 
Brothel-houſe in his own Palace,. with ſeveral 
Chambers diſtin, and furniſh'd according to the 
dignity of the place, in which the Ladies and young 
Gentlemen paſs'd away their times. - He ſent his 
Officers which knew the names of the Citizens, to 
all publick places in the City, to invite both young 
and old to thoſe recreations, of which at their en- 
trance he receiv'd money as his intereſt, and had 
his Officers on purpoſe to enter every mans name 
in his Books, as perſons well affefted to Ceſar, and 
Contributers to the advancement of his Revenue, 
Playing at ſmall games, rather than ſtand oyt, he 
deſpiſed not the gain was to be gotten by Play, in 
which he got the more, by lying, and perjury, 
Having deſired one of his fellow Gameſters, to play 
for.him upon his turn, he went out into the Court- 
yard belonging to his houſe, in the meantime, and 
obſerving two Roman Knights of great Eſtates 
paſſing accidentally by, he caus'd them bath ta 
be apprehended, and their Goods to be confilca- 
ted, returning with joy, and boaſting when he 
came back, That he nev2r had a better hand at 
Dice in his life. 
42+, Having a Daughter born about that time, he 
complain'd publickly of his poverty, not only asayn 
Emperour, but as a Father, and made bold to re- 
ceive, and apply to his own uſe, all the Preſents and 
Contributions given by the people, towards the 
Education and Portion of the Child. He publiſh'd 
likewiſe by Edict, that he would receive New- 
years-gifts the next New-year, and accordingly on 
the firſt of Zanuary, he ſtood himſelf in the Porch of 
his houſe, to receive the Preſents which the people 
with full hands and laps poured out before hun 
in 
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in fine, he was ſo inflam'd with covetouſneſs, and 

the deſire of money, | that he would many times 

walk barefoot, and row! himſelf upon heaps of 
Gold, which he had accumulated in a large and 

ſpacious Foom. 

43. In all his life he never was actually in the 
Wars, but one. tune, .and then more by accideat 
than deſign ; for in his progreſs. to Aevania, to foe 
the River, and Forreſt. of Chrwmnus, being advis'd 
to compleat the number 'of the Baravians, , whicik 
| were then about him as bis Guards, he took a fancy? 
on a ſudden to make War upon. the Germans, : and 
immediately having called his Legions and Auxt: 
haries to a Rendezvouz, made new Levies with 

eat diligence, and furniſh'd himſelf with Prov 

ns ſo as never any. before him ; he put himſelf 
upon his journey, marching ſometimes in fuch fury 
and haſte, that the Pretorian Cohorts were;con- 
{train*d:to. diſpoſe their Standards (contrary to alt 
Cuſtom and. Example) upon the backs of theirj 
Sumpters, to be brought atter ; other times again; 
{o ſlowly, and in ſuch ſtate, that cauſing bimfelF to4 
be carried inaLitter upon eight mens ſhoulders; 
he ſent before and commanded the iy cm l 
Cities, to have: their High-wayes well ſwept and : 
water'd againſt he came by, to defend him againſt. 
the duſt. | ' 

44... As ſoon as he was once arrived in his Camp, 
that he might ſhew himſelf a grave and. ſevere 
Captain, he diſmiſs'd thoſe Lieutenants (who. had 
brought up their Auxiliaries with the lateſt from 
ſeveral parts) with ignominy and diſgrace. ' In 
the Muſter of his Army, he caſhier'd ſeveral old 
Officers, ſome of which had already ſerv'd out 
' their time, and others within few dayes of it, pre« 
tending * 
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tending they were too old and feeble to doany 
ſervice. Heretrench'd the rewards of the Veteran 
Souldiers, and having reproach'd them with their 
covctouſfneſs, he reduc'd their. Aſſignations when 
they were emerited, to fix thouſand Seſterces: Ha- 
viag perform'd nothing in this mighty Expedition, 
more than the receiving of Alvin ws the Son of 
Cinobellinus King of Great Britaw, into his pro- 
tection, who being baniſh'd by hisFather, was fled 
to him witha pitiful party. Nevertheleſs he for- 
'borenot to write Letters to Rowe, fuli of vanity and 
triumph, as if he had conquer*d and poſſeſs'd him- 
Flf of the whole Iſland ; enjoyning the Meſlengers 
which carried them to go directly thorough the 
Market-place to the Court, and not to deliver them 
to the Conſuls, but in the Temple of Aars, and in 
a full Senate. 
- 45. Not longafter having no other Martial im- 
ployment, he commanded certain of his Germar 
Guardsto croſs the Rhire, and hiding themſelves 
eill he had dined, to return then in a great tumult 
and hurry, with an Alarm that the Enemy was at 
(hand ; which beingaccordingly perform?®d, he ran 
tmmediately with ſome few of his friends, and a 
{mall party of his Prztorian Horſe into' a Neigh- 
_—_ Wood; where having.cut down the bran- 
ches of Trees, and adorned themſelves with them 
as if they had been Trophies, he returned by Torch- 
light with great courage, reproaching- them 
with timidity and lazineſs, who omitted to' follow 
him. But for his Comerades whowent along with 
him, and had indured the brunt of the day, he ho. 
roured them with a new ſort of Crowns; diſtin 
=_w from the other, by ſeveral figures ofthe Sun, 
von, and Stars,. and called them for more parts 
| cular 


- 
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cular diſcrimination, Exploratorias.. Another of his 
Noble Atchievements was this, certain hoſtages be- 
ing by his appointment taken violently froma place 
where they were at Schaol, and :fent privately be- 
fore; being at Supper when the News was brought: 
him, he pretended to be ſo much concerned for their 
eſcape, that he aroſe ſuddenly from the Table, and 
mounting immediately he purſued them with a con- 
ſiderable party of horle,as if they had been fugitives; 
and having taken them by great fortune, he brought 
them back again in Chains, expreſſing himſelf in 
this enterlude no leſs idle and intemperate, than in 
the former. Beingate down again to Supper,thoſe 
perſons which brought him word that his Arniy was 
ready, and drawn vp, he commanded them to fit 
down as they were, 1n their arms, and advis'd them 
in a Verſe of Yirg!l, | 


Durarent, ſecundiſque rebus ſe ſervarent. 


To've patience, and reſerve their ſwords, 


Till fortune better things affords, 


And at-the ſame time he-put, forth a moſt ſharp and 
ſevere edict againlt the Senate,and people,reproach- 
ing them, That whilſt. Czſar was fighting, and ex- 
po#'d to-ſo many dangers,they indulg d their ruotous feaſt- 
$1g5,4nd could nat abſt ain from their drvertiſements botb 
in the Circus, Theatres, and all the houſes of pleaſure a- 

bout the Town. | MF 8% 
46. Laſt of all having drawn up his Army, 
(as it had been for the-Final determination of the 
War) he march'd them:down to the Sea-ſhore, and 
baving'diſpoſed his Artillery and Machines to-the 
beſt advantage, as if he ro deſign'd ſome Ex net 
| Which! 
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which no man could: imagine, he commanded them 
on a ſudden to: fall a gathering of Cockles, and to 
fill their laps, and head-pieces with 'them, calling 
them the ſpoils of the Ocean, due to the Palace, and 
Capitol;, and as a token of ViCtory, he caus'd a high 
Tower to be eretted; from whence as from a watch 
Tower, by ſettmg up lights, Ships might be dire&- 
edtoSteer their Courſe in the night; and after- 
wards having proclaimed a largeſs to the Soldiers of 
a hundred Demers a piece, as it he had outdone the 
liberality of all is Predecefſors', Now go your ' ways 
(fays he) andhemerry, Go your ways and be rich. 
47. After > honourable- an - expedition, ' he 
thought 6f nothing but preparation for his triumph) 
| deſides hispriſoners, and ſome few fugitive Barba- | 
rians, . for the.greater Magnificence of his Pomp, he 
not only chofe the propereſt and* moſt ſightly of 
the French, but he ſelected ſome of the Noblesand 
principal perſons of that Nation, compelling them 
to colour their hair red, to let it grow long, to learn 
the German-language, and take upon them their 
barbarous names: He commanded -likewite that 
the Galleys, in which he had put out to Sea, ſhould 
be convey'd to Rowe, and! for: the moſt *part''by 
land, He writalfo to his Officers, -That they ſhowld 
prepare for his Triumph with as little expenct, - a5 was 
Foſfible but yet with as much pomp ' and 'magnifieence as 
ever, eſpecially ſeeing every mans eff ate was at their mer- 
cy and diſpoſmg. © + dunbabn® ge deb ad 
48. Before his departure from this Province, he 
entred upon 'the moſt 'wicked 'and bloody deſign 
which had ever been heard'of, and: it was to'miur- 
der all thoſe Legions who had mutinied after the 
death of AugnjFu?, and as 'it were beſieged his Fa- 
ther Germazicus, and himſelf asthen but an infant. 
_—_ No 
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No finall matter it was to perſwade him from de- 
ſtroying them every one, but he could never be di- 


yerted by all the importtmity could be us'd, from. 


his reſolution of killing every tenth Man ; in which 
he perſiſted fo obſtinately, that having called them 
together without their arms, as it were toan Ha- 
rangne, he cauſed them to be ſurrounded by a Bo- 


dy of Horſe, well armed; But obſerving that his... 


deſign was ſuſpected, and that many of them flipt 
away to recover their arms, in cafe of any vio> 
lence, he fled out of the Aſſembly, and went imme- 
diately to Rome, turning all upon the Senate,” and 

threatning to revenge on them the 1gnomintous re- 
' Ports which were ſpread of him; complaining a- 
moneglt other things, that he was by their fault de- 
frauded of his Triumph z, though not long before, 
he had forbad them upon pain of death for med- 
ling, or concerning themlſelvesatall, in any of his | 
honours. | | ld> - i 
© 46; Being encountred on: the way by Anbafhh- 
dors, from that moſt confiderable Order, withtheir 
humble requeſt to him, to make haſte :* /will come, 
(ſays he) I will come, and bring this along with me, 
clapping his hand ſeveral times upon the Hilt of his 
Sword. By anEdict alſo hedeclared, That hewoul# 
return, but it ſhoutd be only to the Gentry and Ci 3 
amnons, who deſired it ;, as to the Senate, he would be 
neither a Prince,. nor Citizen for the future; and for- 
bad any of the Senators to meet him : in this man- 
ner either omitting his triumph quite, or deferring 
it toangther time, he contented himſelf to enter 
into the City on foot, by way of Oration: on his 
Birth day, withont any further Ceremony. With- 
in four months after, he came tohis end, havi 

attempted and perpetrated moſt notorious cruel- 
I "Ss 


Z ties, 
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ties, and deſtgn'd greater, had henot been prevent- 
ed. He reſolved to . have removed his Court: to 
Antinm fixſt, and then to Alexandria, but it was 
after he had modeld the two principal i Orders 
(of Senators and Gentlemen ) -and .cut off ſuch of 
them. as he thought convenient to deſtroy, And 


that-no body might doubt of the yerity of this re- 


His viſfage was naturally fierce, and. feyere, !yet 
[ pollible induſtry to'make 


Fa 2 


terrible. He was neither healthful in body er 
ing 
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yet ſo as he would be taken ſometimes with fainting 
fits, ſuch as difabled him to go, ſtand, or hold up 
his head. The infirmity of his mind he was fo ſen- 
ſible of likewiſe, in ſo much that he reſglv'd to 
retire for the purging his brain. It 1s believed by 
ſome people he was poiſoned by his Wife Ceſonia 
with a Philtre,or love-potion, which took away his 
Wits. He was much troubled for want of ſleep, 
never reſting aboye three hours ina night, and that 
not over quietly, but fearful, ſubjeft to dreams, 
and odd imaginations, amongſt which he fanci- 
ed once, he ſaw ſomething in the ſhape of the Sea, 
which talk'd and diſcours'd with him , wherefore 
he paſt a;great part ofthe night in continual diſtur- 
bance, ſometimes ſitting right up in his bed, ſome- 
times riſing and wandring up and down the Galle- 

ries, longing and praying for day. 

' $1. Norwill it be improper if to the weakneſs of 
his mind, I attribute ſeveral of his vices, as\his in- 
comparable confidence, and his inexpreſſible fear; 
for though he regarded not religion,nor ſcrupl'd the 
contemning of the Gods, yet at the leaſt thunder 
or lightning he ſhut his Eyes, and pulld his head un- 
der the Clothes; but if the Claps were extraordi- 
nary, heleap'd out of a ſudden in his ſhirt, and hid 
himſelf under his bed. In a Voyage into Sicily, ha- 
ving mock'd and derided the nuracles in other pla- 
ces, he was ſo frighted at the ſmoak and noiſe of 

| Mount e274, thathe had not courage enough to 
ſtay at Mefſana to run away by day. He was a 
great man alſo in threatning the Barbarians, yet be- 
ing on his March on the other fide of the Rhine, 
and hapning in his Chariot in a ſtrait lane where 
his Squadrons were forc'd to crowd to get through ; 
Qne of his attendants ſaying, That ſhould the Ene- 


2 3 my 


262 The Life of Caligula Czſar. 
my appear, their Confuſion would be great ; he left. 
his Litter, took hotſe, and turning immediately to 
the Bridges, finding them ſtopt with the Servants 
and Baggage, and not being able to attend one mo- 
ment, he made them hand him from one to another, 
and convey him over their heads. A while after, 
underſtanding the revolt of the Germans, he ſeiz*d 
_ all the Ships he could get, in order to his 
eſcape; comforting himſelf 1nthis, that he ſhould 
keep his tranſmarine Provinces, though the Enemy 
ſhould poſleſs himſelf of the Alpes, (as the Gm- 
brians had done) or of the City it ſelf, as the 
Senones had formerly, And 1 do verily believe, 
- kis puſillanimity and want of courage, gave occa- 
ſion to thoſe which kill'd him, to pretend to the 
Souldiers who were ready to mutiny, that he had 
ſlain himſelf, upon the news of the ill ſucceſs of 
_ his Army, : 

52. Neither his Clothes, nor his Shoes, er other 
Ornaments, were after the faſnion of a Romar, or 
Citizen, or man, or indeed of humane condition ; 
He appear*d in publick many times in a figur'd 
Mantle, adorned with precious Stones, over a Robe 
with long ſleeves,and rich Bracelets upon his wriſts; 
ſometimes he would be ſeen in Silks, or Fardingales, 
in Pantofles, or Busxinsz otherwhiles in Broges, 
Iixe the common Sonldiers, and anon in Pumps, or 
Pinſons, after the faſhion of women. For the moſt 
part heappear'd with the Enſigns of the Gods, as 
with a golden Beard, holding either Thunder, 
a Trident, or a Caducers in his hand, and ſome- 
times 1a the very habit of Yexxs. He aſſum'd his 
Triumphal Ornaments, even before he began 
his Expedition, and wore them all the while 
it continued ; and now and then he wore the 

Corſlet 
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Corſlet of Alexander ' the Great, which he had 
caus'd to be taken for that purpoſe out of his 
Tomb. 
53. He gave himſelf but little to Philology, va- 
| —— amongſt all the liberal Arts, in com- 
pariſon of Eloquence, which he ſtudied very much, 
though he had a natural fluency and dexterity of 
tongue ; eſpecially if he were ro declame againſt 
any one, and was angry, he had words and ſenſe at 
will. His voice and pronuntiation wasſo good, he 
was heard at a great diſtance; and his zeal and 
yehemence ſuch, he could not ſtand ſtill ina place 
whilſt he was ſpeaking :: When he was to make an 
Oration, he would threaten, To let fly at them with 
the darts of his lucubrations, He was ſo great a de- 
ſpiſer of the ſmooth and polite way of writing, 
that he faid of Sex#ca, a perſon of much reputation 
in thoſe times, That his Writings were meer ſtrong 
lines, and like Sand without Lime. It was his cu- 
ſtom to write Anſwers to ſuch Orators as had per- 
torm'd with applauſe, and to undertake the accu- 
ſations or defences of the moſt conſiderable Crimi- 
nals before the Senate, to which he was either 
Friend or Foe, according as his ſtile fell out to be 
impetuous or otherwiſe, and invited the Gentlemen 
of Rome to come and hear him, by publick Procla- 
mation. 
$4. He took delight-likewiſe in ſeveral other 
Exerciſes, which he practis'd moſt ſtudiouſly : He 
was a Fencer, a manager of Chariots, Sung and 
Danc'd well; he fought well in Armes, and or. 
der'd his Chariot in the moſt difficult place of the 
Grque. He ſufter'd himſelfto be ſo far tranſported 
with Singing and Dancing, that even in the pub- 
lick Shews, auc\ Theatres, he could not forbear 


S 4 Singing. 
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Singing along with the Tragedian,and imitating the | 
Players by way either of correction, or applauſe. 
Nor when he was kilPd, was there any other viſt- 
ble reaſon for his appointing a Watch that night, 
but that by the licentiouſneſs of that time, he might 
take his oportunity to be the firſt upon the Stage. 
He Danc'd alſo very frequently in the night, and 
being once in that humour, he ſent for three per- 
ſons which had been Conſuls, out of their Beds, 
about three or four.of the Clock in the morning : 
and whilſt they were trembling in apprehenſion of 
ſomeextremity, he plac'd them aloft upon a Scat- 
fold, and then on a ſudden with a great noiſe of 
Pipes and Caſtagnettoes, he came leaping out ina 
long Robe reaching down to his ankles; and at laſt 
dancing to the air of an excellent voice, he de 
as hecame. Yet this perſon, who was ſodocileand 
apt to every thing elſe, could never by any art be 
taught how to ſwim. The paſſion and kindneſs he 
had for ſuch as he lik'd, was ſo indecently fond, 
that he kiſs'd publickly X4zefter the Mimick in the 
midſt of a Play ; and if any one made the leaſt noiſe 
whilſt he was dancing, he caus'd him to be pull'd 
immediately out of his place,and ſcourg'd him with 
- His own hand. A Roman Knight giving ſome di- 
{turbance whilſt the ſaid AMneſter was upon the 
Stage, heſent him word by a Centurion, to be gone 
forthwith to Oſtia, and from thence to carry Let- 
' ters which he would ſend to Prolomy King of Mar 
ritania, the Contents whereof was to this purpoſe 
Do not trouble your ſelf to do this Bearer ether good or | 
hurt. | 
5- He gave the Command of his German Guards 
to a ſort of Gladiators, calld Thraces ; but for the 
Mirmillones, he took away their Armes. One of 
"1g LH? "x them 
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them call'd Columbus, having been victorious ina 
Combate, and gone off with a {light cut only, he 
caus'd poiſon to be ed into his wound, and 
call'd' it afterwards by his name Columbinum, as 
appear'd by the inſcription upona Glaſs, amongſt 
the reſt of his poiſons. His affeftion was ſo great 
to the. party of Green Coachmen, that he ſupp'd * 
ordinarily 1n their Stable, and lodg'd with them. 
To Grhicusa manager of Chariots, - he gave at one 
time at a Collation, in the laſt Service- amidſt the 
Fruit, which they us'd tq carry home, two millions 
of Seſterces. Nay he was 1ſo exorbitant in his 
affection toa Horſe he had, which he call'd Inc- 
tatus, that the day before the Grcenſian Games, he 
was wont to give notice to the neighbourhood b 
his Souldiers, that they forbore making any noi 
for fear of diſturbing him. Beſides that, his Stable 
was built of Marble, his Manger of Ivory, his 
Houſing-clothes of Purple, and a rich Collar of 
pooges Stones which he wore for his Paidtrell; 

e allow'd him a houſe very well furniſhed, 
anda Family to attend him, for no other end, 

ut that ſuch as were invited in his name, might 
be received and entertained with the more mag- 
nificence and elegancy ; and it is reported, 
that he had a deſign to have made his Horſe a 
Conſul. 

56. In the midſt of theſe extravagancies, ſeveral 
perſons were inclin*d to aſllafſinate him, whilſt 
others were remiſs for want of opportunity ; but 
two Conſpiracies having been dilcover'd, a third 
was perpetrated by the correſpondence of twp 
perſons, who communicated their deſign with the 
moſt conſiderable Freed-men, and Officers of his 
Guards, who embrac'd it the more wilingly, be 

ET y 77 : ; Se 
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cauſe they found themſelves named (though falſly) 
As ers in another Conſpiracy , and per- 
ceiv'd they were not only ſuſpected, but hated 
by him: for he had drawn the Odinm of the 
le upon them exceedingly, when ſetting them 
im, with his Sword naked in his hand, he 
proteſted publickly, That if they thought him wor- 
wy of death, he was ready ts lay down his life with 
his heart. After which time he ceas'd not to. 
t accuſe them one to another , and to create jea- 
Jouſies and animoſities among them. It being re- 
ſolv'd to attaque him during the Palatine Games, 
as he went out of the Theatre to Dinner, Caſſins 
Cherea Tribune of one of the Pretoftan Co- 
horts, deſired the firſt part in the Aion, in re- 
venge of the continual affronts he receiv*d from 
him; for though he was ancient, and well 
ſtricken in years, yet Caligula in moſt oppro- 
brious manner abus'd him, as wanton and effe- 
minate; coming to him one while for the word, 
he gave him ( by way of mockery) Priapus, 
or Venus: And- when he addreſs'd himſelf to 
him, to give him thanks for any thing, he 
thruſt out his hand for him to kiſs, but it 
was alwayes in a moſt obſcene and immodeſt 
form. 
57. His death was foretold by many remark- 
able Prodigies: As by his order they were 
ulling down the Statue of Fupiter, to convey 
t to Rome, on a ſudden the Image fell into 
fuch a laughter, that the Scaffolds fell down , 
nd the Workmen ran away in confuſion ; and 
immediately a perſon, one Caſſius by name, 
appeared , affirming, That he was warned mn a 
Dream to come thither, to ſacrifice a Bull to Fu 
- piter, 
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Piter. The Capitol at Capxa was ſtruck with 
' Lightning, upon the Ides of earch, and the 
Porters Lodge belonging to the Imperial Palace 
at Rome. Some there were which conjeCtured, 
that by one of theſe Prodigies, - danger was por- 
tended to. the Maſter of the houſe from his 
Guards; and by the other, ſome eminent Mur- 
der, ſuch as had been committed in former 
times upon the fame day. And conſulting $ 
the Aſtrologer about his Horoſcope, he aſſur'd 
him, His death was moſt certainly at hand, In 
like manner the Oracle at | Antinm admoniſh'd 
him, To have a care of Caſlius: upon which 
intimation he ſent on purpoſe to have Caſſius 
Longinus *( at that time Proconſul of eAſpe ) 
put to death, not remembring that Cþerea was 
named Caſſizs too. The day before his aſlaſſi-. 
nation, he dreamt that he was in Heaven / 
ſtanding by the Throne of Jupiter , and that 
Fupiter {purning him with the great Toe of his 
right foot, tumbled him down headlong to the 
Earth. Some accidentsalſo which happen'd that 
very day, were look'd npon as preſages, As 
he was ſacrificing a Phenicopterus, the blood 
flew upon him, and beſprinkled him; Afnefter 
the Mimick acted the ſame Tragedy, which 
Neoptolemus acted when Philip King of Mare- 
don was lain. It happen'd again, that in a 
Farce, where the principal Actor making violent 
haſte to diſcingage himſelf from ſome imminent 
- rvine, vomited blood ; the Actors of the ſecond 
form endeavouring to do the ſame, the whole 
Stage became cover'd with blood : Beſides all 
which, the Maſque prepar'd for that night, 
wag a repreſentation of Moors, and gyptians, 
| who 
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who were to explicate and repreſent all the Fables 
of Hell. 

58. Upon the ninth day before the Calends 
of February, . about one a Clock in the After- 
noon, finding his ſtomach oppreſſed with what 
he had eat the day before, he was 'in great 
debate with himſelf, whether he had beſt riſe 
to Dinner or not; at length over-perſwaded by 
bis Friends, he got up, and went forth. In a 
Cloyſter thorow which he was to paſs, certain 
young Gentlemen which were ſent for out of 
Aſia to Act upon the Stage, being brought thi- 
ther for him to ſee, he ſtood ſtill a while to ob- 
ſerve and encourage them, and had not the chief 
of them complain*'d he was cold, he would have 
eſently gone back, and ſeen them acted. What 
ell out afterwards, is reported two ſeveral wayes ; 
ſome ſay, that whilſt he was in diſcourſe with theſe 
Boyes, Cherea came behind him, and with his 
Sword gave him a mortal blow on the back part 
of his head, giving him theſe words as he was 
Ktriking, Hoc age, Think upon this: after which 
another of the Tribunes call'd Cornelius Sabinus, 
one of the Conſpirators likewiſe, ranhim clear 
through the body. Others ſay, that the Centu- 
rions who were privy to the deſign, having re- 
moved the multitude from about him, Sabinus 
went to him, as uſually, for the word, and 
that Caligula giving him, Fupiter, Cherea cry'd 
out, Accipe ratum, Take it ſure; and as Cabgula 
look'd behind him, Charea cut off his Jaw at. one 
blow, and ſtruck him tothe ground ; where, as 
he lay along tumbling and gathering up his limbs, 
he cry'd out ſeveral times, He was ſtill alive; but 
the reſt of the Conſpirators fell in, and Wparet's 
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him with thirty -wounds, their word amongſt 
themſelves being, Repete, Tobim again; in which 
ſome of them were ſo zealous, they ran him into 
the very Privities : at the firſt noiſe and alarm 
of the. tumult, . his Litter-men came in with 
their Litter-ſtavesto his refcue, and preſently after 
them, his German Guards, "who kilPd ſome of the 
Conſpirators, and among(t them ſome innocent Se- 
nators alſo. - 

59. He lived nine and twenty years, reigned 
three years, ten months, and eight dayes. His 
body was convey'd privately into the Lamian 
Orchards, where being but half burnt upon a 
pile erected in haſte, it was cover'd over hghtl 
with earth for the preſent ; but afterwards his 
Siſters - being return'd from their baniſhment, they 
took it up again, burnt it to aſhes, and 10- 
lemnly interr*d it. This is moſt certain, before 
that was done, the Keepers of the Orchards were 
continually moleſted with apparitions: In the 
houſe:, where he was kilPd, there was not a might 
paſs'd without ſome dreadful Viſion or other, till 
at laſt it was burnt down to the ground. His Wife 
Ceſonia was ftabb*'d alſo by a Centurion, and his 
Daughter (an Infant) had her brains beaten our 
againlt a wall. 

60. What the condition of thoſe times were, 
any .one may collect. from theſe very particulars ; 
upon the firſt report, his death was not believ'd, 
it being ſuſpected to be given out by himſelf, to 
diſcover the affections of the people towards him. 
Neither had the perſons engaged in the Conſpi- 
racy, deſigned any other body to ſucceed him - 
The whole Senate was ſo unanimouſly diſpos'd to 
their ancient Freedom, that the Conſuls would 
not 
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not. call them at firſt into the Ordi Court, be- 
cauſe it wascall'd Fu{a, but conyented them in the 
Capitol. Some were of opinion, to aboliſh the very 
memory of the Czſars, and to pull down their Tem- 
. Andit is particularly remarkable, that all 
the Ceſars whoſe firſt names were Caius, died by 
the Sword, from that very Caius who. was kilPd in 
the dayes of Gina. 
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gotten: however it was, this Greek Verſe flew 
about, ; 


Tois aurvxio1 9 Tfhunre wadia. 


The Hm): and men #nbigh place 
May Chilaren have jn three Months ſpace. 


I. This Dr»ſ«s being Quzſtor, and Pretor, was 
made General of an Army, againſt the Rherzas and 
Germans, and was the firſt Roman Captain that ever 
faiPd upon the Northern Ocean. He it was who 
made the newand prodigious Trenches on the other 
ſide the Ris, "which arc aalled: Foſſe Druſine to 
this day. Hedefeated his Enemies ſeveral times, 
purſuing them into the Deſerts, and uninhabited 
places, neither had he given them over ſo, had he 
not been forbidden by a Phantaſm in the likeneſs of 
a Barbarian Woman (above humane ſtature) which 
appear*d to him, and admoniſh'd him in the Larrz 
ongue,to give over the purſuit : For theſe ſo noble 
atchievements he had the hanout of an Ovatiox, and 
to wear the Thumphal Ornaments: *After- 
wards at the Expiration of his Pretorſhip, being 
entred upon the Confilſhip, he undertook a ſecond 
Expedition, - but. he fell 1ick of a diſtemper, and 
dyed. in his Summer Camp, which was called Sce- 
lerata, unfortunate, from that day : His body was 
cartied- to Rane by.:the principal perſons of the 
Mumcipal Tawns and Colonies, all the  Decurges 
coming out to meet-it, andatlalt was hongurally 
buried in the Field of Adars ; The: Souldiers ſetrimy 
vp@'Tomb for him, about whichevery year after- 
wards they were to meet upon a precye day, and 
hold their Courſesand Turnaments in honour to his 

| Memo- 
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Memory; and the Cities of the Gaw/s, to make pub- 
lick Proceſſions and Prayers. Beſides this, amongſt 
many other Teſtimories of their affeftion, they or- 
dereda Triumphal Arch of Marble to be ſet up in 
the Yia Appia, and the Surname. of Germanicus to 
be given to him and his Heirs. He was thought to 
be a perfon no leſs Magnanimons, than civil, for be- 
. ſides the vaſt Spoils and Victories he obtain'd; he 
expos'd himſelf often times, and purſued the Gene- 
rals of the Enemy all over the held. Nor could he 
hold from profeſling, that if .ever- it fell into his 
power, he would reſtore the Common-wealth to 
its priſtine Eſtate. Upon which grounds ſome there 
are, who imagine he was call'd back from his Pro- 
vince, by an Expreſs from Auguſtus, and poilon'd, 
for not making ſo much haſt as was required : which 
I have inſerted here, rather out of a reſolution to 
paſs by nothing, than that I think there is any truth 
or lIikehhood in it, feeing Auguſtus loved hich ſo 
tenderly whilſt he was living, that he alwaics made 
him Co-heir with the reſt of his Sons 3 declared it 
long. before publickly in the Senate i and wheii 
Druſus was dead, in a funeral Oration which he 
made in his praiſe, hebeg'd of the Gods, That. they 
would ſend him ſuch Children as Druſus, and that 
they would vouchſafe him as honourable an Exit one lay, 
as they bad conferr d upox him. Not coritefited with 
that 'Elegy;he cauſed an Epitaph in Verſe of his own 
compoſition, to be engraven upon his Tomb,'be- 
fides the Commentaries of his Life, which he writ 
' uni Profeafterwards, . He had feveral Children by 
Antonia the Younger, but he left behind him but 
three, Germanicus, Livilla,and Claudius, _ 

2, Claudius was born at Lyons, the firſt” of Aut 
g4ſt, in the Conſulſhip ef Fab Antonics, and Fa- 

Z bire 
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bins Africanus,. on the very day wherein an Altar 


was dedicated to the Memory of Auguſtus: He 
was called at firſt, Tiberius Claudins Druſus, but 


. Not long after, his elder Brother being adopted in- 


to the Family of the 7u/iz, he took upon him the 
Snrname of Germanicus, Being left an Infant by his 
Father, and continuing ſickly, during all his Child- 
hood and minority, by the tediouſnefs of his Di- 
{temper,he was ſo infeebled,both in body and mind, 
that he was look'd upon as incapable of any pub- 
lick-imployment; for ſuch was his weakneſs, a long 
time after he wasat age, thathe was kept under the 
Tutelage of a Governour, of whom he complained 
ina book of his, As of a Barbarons perſon, who had 
been” formerly a Groom, and was ſet over him on pur- 
poſe to plague and chaſtiſe him  upoz every trivial occa- 
ſion. Upon the ſcore of his indiſpoſition, he preſided 
in the Sword-Plays, which his Brother and he ex- 
hibited to the people in memory of their Father, 
wrap'd upafter a new way. ina Muffler, and when 
heailumed the Yzirile Robe, he was carried to the 
Capitol 1n a Litter, about midnight without. any 

honour at all. _ -) | "81608 
-3.. Howbeit from his very Childhood he took no 
{ſmall pains n the ſtudy of the Liberal Sciences, and 
gave frequent. and.publick teſtimonies of his prof: 
Elency inthem all: Yet could he not -with all his 
learningacquire the leaſt dignity, or extinguſh the 
illopinion conceived of him. His Mother Antonia 
rap him uſually Portentum Natura, &c. The pro- 
Ty of Nature, which ſhe had begun, but not fins(h- 
>; 4 and when ſhe' had y mind = upbraid EE 
for his dulneſs or ſtupidity, ſhe would fay, He was 4 
greater fool thairher Son Claudius. Nor had his Grand- 
mother Argyfta'any better thonghts' of him, who 
R never 
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never ſpake to him, but unwillingly, and never ad- 
moniſh'd him, but in a ſharp, though ſhort note, 
or elſe by a Meſſenger on purpoſe, and when his 
Siſter Lzvi/a underſtood he was like to be Emperor, 
ſhe could not forbear lamenting, and publickly de- 
teſting, the unhappy fortune of the People of 
Rome, 
' 4+ And no wonder, for to the end that the judg- 
ment his Great Unkle Arguſt#s had of him, might 
more certainly appear, I have thought good in this 
place to ſet down ſome particulars which I have met 
with in his Epiſtles : 7 have (ſays he ) my dear Livia, 
communicated with Tiberius according to your defive, 
about what is to be done to your Nephew Tiberius, at 
the ſolemnity of Mars; and we are both of us of ops- 
mon, that a reſolution muſt be taken, what courſe we 
are to ſteer with him;, If he has no weakneſs or iafir- 
mities uf01 him, we ought without all doubt to advance 
', him by the ſame ſteps and degrees as his brother was 
 rYaisa;, On the contrary, if we find any feebleneſs or 
incapacity, either in his body, or wit, we muſt not give 
occaſion to the World (which ts too prone naturally to 
ſuch things) to mock, and deride both him, and ws ; 
otherwiſe we ſhall be in a perpetual uncertainty, if we 
deliberate every moment whether he be capable, or not. 
Nevertheleſs as to thoſe things in which you deſire my 
advice, I hold it not amiſs, if at the ſolemnity of Mars, 
he ſuperinſpetts, and gwves Orders for the entertain- 
ment of the Prieſts, upon condition he will ſuffer hin 
ſelf to be admoniſh'd by the Son of Silanus, (his Kinſ- 
man who will inſtrutt kim, and prevent his doing any 
thing may be notoriouſly ridiculous. ' But T am utterly 
againſt his Jeing the Circenſtam Games, from ſo emt- 
nent a place as the Pulvinar, becauſe being as it were wm 
the face of the Theatre, he will be too mich expos'd to 
3 £128 
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the Eyes of the Speftators It ſeems to me no leſs 1n- 
convenient that be ſhould goup to the Albane Mount, 
or remain tn Rome upon the Feſtwuals of the Latines : 
For, if he be able to follow bis Brother to the Moun- 
tain, Why is be not as fit to bave the Government of the 
City * Thus ( my dear Livia) we have grven our fudg- 
ments, which is, to come to a reſolution at once, upon the 
whole matter, and not to hang always in ſuſpence be- 


twixt hope and fear. And this part of our Letter, if 
you pleaſe, you may ſhow to Antonia, Again, in ano- 


ther Letter, During your abſence I ſhall conſtantly 
tmvite young Tiberius to myT able, that he may not Jup 
alone with his Sulpitins, and Athenudorus. I wh 
with allmy heart the poor boy would propoſe to himſelf 
the Example of ſome well-bred Gentleman, and imi- 
tate him in bis Geſture, Habit, and Miene:, For 
though he has-no great eſteem among ſt men of deep learn- 
mg, yet if his thoughts be not wandring, the nobleneſs 
of his beart is viſible enough. And ina third, Let me 
not live (my Livia) if 1 do not admire how your Ne- 
phew Tiberius could pleaſe me ſo. ſully in bis Declama- 
tion, for I am not able to comprebend, how a perſon 
whick, talks ſo ill as he does, ſhould Declaim with that 
life and perſpccuty. Theſe imperfections were the 
cauſe, that Auprſtns honoured him with nothing 
more than the Sacerdotal dignity of the Angurs, 
mentioned him in his will among(t his Heirs in the 
third degree, (who were almoſt extraneous) and 
that not ſo much as in a ſixth part of his perſonal 
Eſtate, leaving him in ready Money but a Legacy 
only of not above 800 Seſterces, 
5. Teberizs, his Unkle by the Fathers ſide, when 
he deſired ſome. honourable advancement or other, 
never _gratify'd him any further, than with the 
Ornaments of a Conſul ; and when he preſt and 
GELS he 7 £0 Impor- 
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Importuned for any real preferment ; he writ him 
back word only rye for all, That 0 had ſent lm 

eces of Gold againſt the Saturnalia, for Play 
(wn roo fo wo ly pn in the Sails as be 
pleard: Upon thisaniwer, and not before, he laid 
aſide all hopes of riſing to any. conſiderable im- 
 ployment in the Common-wealth, whereupon he 
retired ſometimes to his Gardens in the Sub- 
urbs, ſometimes to a Countrey houſe he had 
in Campania, and by his Converſation with 
mean and diſlolunte Company, beſides the old 
ſcandal of lazineſs which lay upon him, he acqui- 
red the imputation of a Gameliter, and a Drunk. 
ard. 

6. Notwithſtanding he lived at this rate, he ne- 
ver wanted the honour and reſpect of the people, 
both in publick and private : The Equeſtrian Or- 
der choſe him their Patron twice, in buſineſs which 
concerned them particularly. Once when they peti- 
tion'd the Confuls to permit them to carry the Bo- 
dy of Aug»ſtus to Rome upon their Shoulders, The 
ſecond time, when they congratulated to them the 
deſtruction of Sejanw. Belides this, when they 
ſaw him enter into the Theatre at any time,they not 
only aroſe and. ſtood up, but they pulPd off their 
Mantles, and laid them by, in teſtimony of their 
reſpect. It was voted alſo in the Senate that he 
ſhould be added (extraordinarily) to the fraternity 
of the Auguſtales (into which befote him, never 
any was choſen but by lot) that a houſe of his 
which by accident had been burnt,ſhould be re-edt- 
hed at the publick charge, and that he ſhould have.a - 
deliberative voice, amongſt thoſe who had been 
Confuls, But Tiberixs pretending his weakneſs and 
 & a imbe- 
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unbecillity, and promiſing to make good his loſſes | 
bythe fire, ont of his own liberality, That Vote, 
ang Decree of the Senate was aboliſh'd. Yet the 
ime Tiberis when he came to dye, named him 
one of his Heirs in the third rank, toa third part of 
his Eſtate, and left him a Legacy of about two 
Millions of Seſterces, beſides which he recommend- 
ed him particularly to the Army,the Senate, and the 
People of Rome. 

7. Atlength in the Reign of Caius, his Brothers 
Son, (who at his coming to the Empire,endeavour- 
ed to gain areputation and intereſt among the Peo- . 
ple, by all manner of indulgence)he was firſt admit- 
ted into Office, and exercis'd the Office of Conſul 
with him two months together : during which Con- 
ſulſhip, it happened the firlt time he entred into the 
Forum with his rods, an Eagle being upon wing, 
came and pearch'd upon his right Shoulder. He was 


drawn alſo for the Conſulſhip four years after, and 


preſided now and then in theSpeCtacles and Shows, 
iN Cains his room, receiving the acclamations and . 
benedictions of the People, partly as he was Unkle 
to the Emperour, and partly as he was Brother to 


 Germanicus. 


8. Yet all this could not exempt him from af- 
fronts : for if he came to ſupper never ſo little of the 
lateſt, he was hardly admitted, and glad to take ſe- 
veral turns about the Chamber before he could have 
a place to fit down: if he took a Nap after meat 
5 he uſually did) the Drolls and Wits threw the 

ones of Olives and Dates at him, in ſport, ſome- 
times they would wake hun with aFerula, or Whip, 
and ſometimes put his Pumps upon his hands as he 
lay ſnorting, that when he awak*d, hc might rub his 
face with them. 


9. Neither 
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9. Neither was his life ſo quiet and ſcrene, but 
he had his troubles and dangers like other men. As 
firſt, he was almoſt turn'd out of his Conſulſhip, for 
not ordering the Statues of Nero, and Druſus, (the 
Brothers of Ceſar) to be {et up, with that diligence 
as was required - After this he was divers times 
diſturb'd by the informations of ſtrangers, ſometimes 
of his own ſervants: When the Conſpiracy of Le- 
pidus and Getulicus was dilcover'd, being deputed 
amongſt other perſons into Germany,to congratulate 
the Emperours deliverance in the name of the City; 
he was 1n no ſmall danger of his life, for Caiustook 
it in ſo great indignity, that they ſhould ſend his 
Unkle to him of all people; as it were to govern a 
Child; that as ſome have ventured to report, he 
was thrown headlong into a river by his Order in 
the ſame habit he arrived : from which time for- 
wards he ngver gave his opinion in the Senate, but 
the laſt of all thoſe which had been Confuls, being ' 
(by way of ignominy and contempt) the laſt always 
which was ask'd. There was a charge brought in 
againſt him likewile, tor ſetting his hand and ſeal to 
a forged will; and laſt ofall, not being able to pay 
eight Millions of Seſterces, (which was his fine up- 

- on hisentrance into his new Office of Prieſthood)he 
was driven to ſuch ſtreights, he was forc'd to ab- 
ſcond, and the Officers of the Treaſury made out 
.Proceſs, for the ſciling his Eſtate. 

10. Having palt in this manner the greateſt part 
of his time, at the fiſtieth year of his age, by amoſt 
admirable accident,he arriv*'d at the Empire : Being 
ſhut out amongſt the relt of the people, by the mur- 
derers of Caius, upon pretence'thar. deſiring to be 
private, he had order'd toclcar the room ; Claudins 
withdrew inte a Dimng- roQm, called Hermaum ; 

; not 
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' Not having been long there, before he had the alarm 


of Caius bis death,-he ſtole up into a Chamber in a 
great fright, and hid himſelt behind the hangings, 
but his legs being ſeen by a common Soldier coming 
that way by accident, he had tite cutiolity to ſee 
who it was, and pulling tim out in ſuch a fear, that 
hethrew himſelf at his teet, he. knew him, and fſa- 
lated him Emperour : from thence he carried him to 
his fellow Souldiers,who were in great rage, and dl- 
{traction,but could notreſolve what was to be done; 


- They put him into his Litter, and (his ſervants be- 


ing tled) carried him upon their Shoulders by turns, 
into the Camp,in no ſmall apprehenſion; The people 
pitying him, as he had been an Innocent going to 
Execution : Beingreceiv'd into the Camp, he paſt 
that night in the Main-Guard, amongl[t the Souldi- 
ers, with leſs hopes than aſſuranc2 of good uſage : 
For the Conſuls, the Senate, and the Militia of the 
City having ſeiſed upon the Forum, and Capitol, 1n 
order to the re-aſſerting the common liberty; he 
was invited to the Senate by the Tribune of the Peo- 
ley to give his concurrence in ſuch things, as he 
thould approve, but he writ them word, He was 
nnder a force, and deſir'd to be excuſed, The next 
day the Senate growing cooler in their buſineſs, by 
reaſon of certaindifferences and dilſentions amonglt 
them, and the continued clamors and inſtances: of 
the common people, crying out for.a ſingle perſon, 
and that Claudius might be theman ; He calPd the 
Soldiers together in their arms, ſuffer*d them to take 
an Oath of Allegiance to him, and promis'd them 
fifreen Grand Seſterces a piece, which was the firſt 
time any of the Ceſars gave Money to the Souldiers, 
to bribe them to their duties, 
11. Being ſettled in his Empire, the firſt thing he 
| TOE EY was 
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was moſt ſollicitous of, was to aboliſh the Memo- 
ry of thoſe two days, in which the changeand alte- 
ration of the Government was ſo fervently debated; 
wherefore he cauſed an Act of Indemnity and Obli- 
yion to be paſt for all words, and actions whatſo- 
eyer in that time; and he obſerv'd it {triftly ; con- 
tenting himſelf with the Execution of ſome few 
Tribunes, and Centurions, who were Complices in 
the conſpiracy againlt Caxs, as well 5 terrorem to 
others, as becauſe he was certainly inform'd they 
had laid their deſigns againſt his life alſo. From 
theſe things he betook- himſelf wholly to Offices of 
Piety and Goodneſs.. Themoſt common, and moſt 
ſacred Oath he us'd at any time, was BY AU- 
GUSTUS: Hepave Order that a Decree ſhould 
te paſt for the giving divine honours to his Grand- 
mother Lia, and that ſhe ſhould be allowed at the 
Gircenſian Games, a Chariot drawn with Elephants, 
as A-guſtus had before. Belides this, he inſtituted 
publick Sacrifices to the Mares or Ghoſts of his 
parents; particularly upon the birth of his Father, 
Gircenſian Games every year; and upon his Mo- 
thers,a Chariot, with her Image to be drawn thorow 
the Ci:que, and the Surname of Aygyſta inſcrib'd 
upon it, which was refus'd by his Grandmother. 
e omitted no occaſion of celebrating the Memory 
of his Brother, to which (beſides the ordinary for- 
malities) he added a Greek Comedy, to be acted 
amonglt the reſt of the Exhubitions at Maples,where 
he conſtituted Judges, and gave the Crowns and 
Prizes, according to their ſentence and determinati- 
on. Neither did he paſs by Antonius without his due 
honours, and a moſt grateful mention and remem- 
brance, declaring one time 1nan Edit, That he did 
with the more earngſtneſs deſire, the Nativity of his Fa- 
| ther 
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ther Druſus mzzht be celebrated, becauſe it was the ſame 
dayon which his Grandfather Antonius was bor alſo. 
He finiſh'd the Marble arch likewiſe near Pompey's 
Theatre, which the Senate had order'd to be ſet up 
long before, but it had been neglected : And though 
he reſcinded and made Null all Cazzs his Acts, yet 
he would not ſuffer the day of his aſlaſlination to 
be plac'd amongſt the feſtival days, notwithſtand- 
ing it wasthe Commencement of his Authority and 
. Empire. 

'. 12. In aſſuming, ' and arrogating to himſelf, he 
was always very modeſt and ſparing; he refuſed 
the Title of Emperour, he rejected all extravagant 
honors,and celebrated the Nuptials of his daughters, 
and the nativity of his Grandſon in private, with 
the ſolemnity of his own family and no more, He 
never recalPd any perſon from baniſhment but by 
the authority of the Senate, to whom he conde- 
ſcended ſo far, as to deſire their Conſent, that he 
might bring the Captain of his Guards, and the reſt 
of his Tribunes, and the Superiour Officer along 
with him into the Court, and that they would rati- 
he and confirm what his Delegats had done, in 
determining of Cauſes. He ask*d leave of the Con- 
ſuls to have the power of eſtabliſhing Fairs, and 
Markets, 1n his own private Eſtate. In the hearing 
and examination of Cauſes, he was frequently pre- 
ſent, andas diligent as if he had been a Counſcller 
of the Court ; when the ſaid A exhibited 
any plays, or ſpectacles, he'roſe up always with 


the reſt of the people, and honoured them with the 
applauſes both of his voice, and his hand. The 
Tribunes of the people coming one day to attend 
him, when he was on his Tribunal, he excuſed 
himſelf to them, that there was not room enough to 

make 
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make them ſit down; by which manner of de- 
rtment he gain'd ſo much upon the favour and af- 
Fection of the people in a ſhort time, that upon a 
bare report of his being ſlain by ſurprize, in his 
journey to Oft;a, in greattumult and conſternation 
they ranup and down the Town, calling the Souldi- 
ers, Traitors, the Senate, Parricides; and with 
horrible imprecations, curſing all perſons which 
were accellary toit ; nor could they poſlibly be ap- 
peaſed, till not one, or two, but feveral Meſſengers 
were produc'd at the Roſtra, to aſſure them he was 
living, and would be amongit them ina ſhort time. 
I3, Yet for all this he was not free from Conſpl- 
racies, and perplex*d not only by the plots of 
Parties, and particular Men ; but with the miſeries 
and calamities of an Inteſtine War. Once there 
was an ordinary fellow found at midnight about his 
Chamber, with a Dagger in his pocket ; another 
time two Gentlemen were apprehended in the 
ſtreet, armed with a Staft-Rapier, and Huntſmans 
Skeyn, on purpoſe to attack him, one attending as 
he was to come out of the Theatre, the other as he 
was to ſacrifice in the Temple of Mars. Gallus A- 
ſfenius, and Statilius Corvinus (the Grandchildren of 
Pallio and Meſſala the Orators) having corrupted ſe- 
veral of his freed-men and ſervants, entred into a 
Confederacy with them, for the raiſing of new trou- 
bles, and making an inſurrection. The Civil war 
was commenc'd by Furius Camillus Scribonianus, his 
Lieutenant in Dalmatia; but in five days time he 
was deſerted by his Legions, who having taken an 
Oath of fidelity to him, repented immediately, up- 
onan Omen, or Point of Religion ; for when they 
had received Orders to march towards their new 
Eraperour, either by ſome ſtrange accident, or ra- 
ther 
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ther by Divine influence, it fell out ſo, that they 
could neither adorn their Eagles, nor remoye 
their Enfgns from 'the places where they had 
{tuck them. 

4. Beſides his firſt Conſulſhip, he was Conſul 
four times afterwards; the two foremoſt, joyntl 
and immediately one after the other ; the reſt, wit 
the diſtance and interval of four years. The laſt 
time he was Conſul, he continued fix months, the 
reſt but twoonly; and the third time of his Con- 
ſulſhip, he was ſubſtituted in the place ofa Conſul 
that died, (of which there had never been any 
preſident in an Emperour before.) He adminiſtred 
Juſtice with great diligence and aſliduity, as well 
after, as in thetime of his Conſulſhip, neither ex- 
cuſing himſelf on the dayes which were dedicated 
to him and his, nor ſometimes on the ſolemn Feſti- 
vals which had been celebrated from all antiquity. 
He did not alwayes tye himſelf up to the letter of 
the Law, but temper*d the ſeverity, and modera- 
tion of their Muldts, as in his judgment he thought 
equitable and juſt. For ſuch as before inferiour 
Judges had loſt their ACtions, for want of form in 
their Declarations, he gave them leave to take out 
new Proceſs, and begin de -ovo: and on the other 
ſide, if any were convict of more than ordinary - 
fraud or colluſion, he ſtrain'd the penalty of the 
Law, and condemn'd them to the Beaſts. 

15. In theexaminatton and deciſion of Contro- 
verſes, he was very various and unequal; ſome- 
times cautious, and circumſpect, otherwhiles pre- 
Cipitate, and raſh, and ſometimes impertinent, and 
like a mad-man. As he was reforming the Decuries 
upon a time, one of the Judges having anſwer'd to 
his name, and not pleaded his Exemption by the 

number 
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number of his Children,he diſmiſs'd him forthwith, 
asa perſon too much affected with that dignity. 
Another being queſtion'd by his Adverſaries before 
Ceſar, in a buſineſs betwixt him and them, and 
denying the Caſe tolye any where legaliy, but be- 
fore the Ordinary Judge, Ceſar commanded him 
immediately to anſwer before him ; to demonſtrate 

by his own Caſe, how equitable a Judge he would 
be in another mans. A woman being unwilling to 
own her Son, and the proots of either {ide not being 
clear, he adjndg'd her to marry him, and by that 
award brought her to acknowledge him. He was 
' ordinarily more favourable to ſuch as appear'd, and 
were pretent in Court, than to thoſe who were ab- 
ſent, without conſidering at all whether their ab- 
ſence was cxcu{able or not. One crying out pub- 
lickly, at the the tryal of one indicted for Forgery, 
Ler beth his hands be cut off ; he commanded the 
Executioner to be ſent for immediately, with his 
Hatchet and Block. Another being accus'd of an 
undne and legal pretence, and uſurpation of the 
Rights of a Cittzen, the Advocates on both'fides not 
aprecing whether he was to plead .in the habit of a 
Roman, or a Stranger, he believ*d he had fallen 
upon a moſt exact picce of Juſtice, when he com- 
manded, that his habit ſhouid be chang'd, and that 
he ſhould wear a Cloak when he was accus'd, and 
a Gown when he made his defence. His impertt- 
nence was viſible in an affair, where he gave his 
judgement in writing after this manner; Thar he 
was on their ſide who had ſpoken the truth. Theſe 
triflings rendred him contemptible in all places,and 
toall perſons wherever he came. A certain man ex- 
' cuſing a Witneſs, for whom Ceſar had ſent out of 
one of his Provinces, and alledging that he could 
Nor 
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not poſlibly be preſent in time, Ceſar demandin 
the cauſe, and he diſſembling it for a while, at la 
reſoly'd him, That he was dead at Putcoli. Another 
giving him thanks that he had permitted an accus'd, 
perſon todefend himſelf, added withal, and yet it 
4 uſual. And I have been told by antient people, 
that the Lawyers were wont to abuſe his patience 
ſo much, that as he was going down from the 
Bench, they would not only call him back again, 
but lay hold of his Gown, and ſometimes catch 
him by the feet; and that no body may think this 
ſtrange, there was a pitiful Greek Lawyer, who 
pleading earneſtly before him, had the impudence 
to tell him to his face, 4 ov yiguy & x, pogds, 


. Thou art an old man, and a fool into the bargain: 


And this is moſt certain, one of the Roman Knights 
being accus'd of unnatural obſcenity with women, 
(though unjuſtly) and ſeeing - that his Enemies 
(not being able to make good their charge ) were 
forc'd to ſuborn common Strumpets to give in 
Evidence againſt him, (whoſe depoſitions Claudius 
receiv'd very readily) he was not contented to 
upbraid him by his ſottiſhneſs and cruelty, but - 
threw his Style and Table-book ſo heartily at 
his head, that he cuta great gaſh in Claudius his 
cheek. 

16. He exerciſed the Cenſorſhip alſo, (which 
had been diſcontinued a long time, from the Cen- 
ſorſhip of Paulus and Plancus) but with the ſame 
inequality, both as to his mind, and ſucceſs. In his 
review of the Roman Gentlemen, he diſmiſs'd a 
young Spark, who was moſt notoriouſly vitious, 
becauſe his Father teſtified otherwiſe, telling him 
only, That he had a Cenſor of hisown. Another who 
was infamous for Adulterics, and debauching of 

Virgins 
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| Virgins, he only admoniſh'd, or ro give his youth 


ſo much liberty, or elſe to do it more warily, adding 
withal, For why muſt I needs know who is your 
Miſtris ? Having- at the requeſt of ſome of his 
familiar friends, taken off a Note ofinfamy which 
he had ſet upon onesname, he ſaid, Yet the blot may 
remain, A conſiderable 2m and one of the 
principal in the Province of Greece, being ignorant 
of the Latine tongue, he not only put him out of the 
number of Jadges, but took away his freedom in 

, and reduc'd him to the condition of an Alien. 
Neither permitted he any body to render an ac- 
count of his life, by Counſel or Proxy, but every 
man made his relation with his own mouth, as well 
as he was able. Several perſons he noted with dif- 
grace, (upon a new occaſion) and ſome of them 
when they thought little of it, becauſe without his 
knowledge and Paſs-port, they had preſum'd to go 
out of raly. And among the reſt, one for no other 
reaſon, but for having accompanied a King in his 
Province: alledging the example of Rabirius Poſtu- 
mu in old: time, who for following Prolomy into 


. Alexandria, (though but to ſecure certain ſums of 
' money which he owed him) was accus'd of High 


Treaſon. He endeavour'd to haye diſgrac'd ſeveral 
others, but by the great negligence of the Inquiſti- 
tors, and to his own greater diſhonour, they were 
found innocent; For they whom he accus'd of 
Czlibacy, want of Children, and Poverty; made it 
appear that they were Married, had Children, and 
Eſtates: And one there was, who being queſtion'd 
for ſtabbing himſelf, ſtript himſelf ſtark naked, and 
ſhew'd him his body to convince him. The moſt 
remarkable paſſages in his Cenſorſhip, were theſe: 
He caus'd a maguficent Chariot of Silver, wrought 

aU very 
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very richly, andexpos'd to fale in the Street called 
Szoillaria, tobe brought, and broke in pieces before 
Ins face : He exhibited allo twenty Edifts, or Pro- 
clamations, 12 one day 5; two of them to this pur- 
poſe : the fizit, 7 hat in reſpett there was like ts be 
plenty of Grapes, all people ſhould ſee their Veſſols well 
pitch'd. The other, to let them know, That againſt 
the ſtinging of a Viper, nothing was ſo 900d as the: juice 
of the T ew-tree. S 
17, He never undertook but one Expedition, 
and that not very conſideravle ; but that which put - 
him upon it, was this; The Senate having decreed 
him Triumphal Ornaments, he imagined thath&-/ 

nour beneath the Majeſty of an Emperour, and re-' 
ſoiving with himſelf to undertake ſome honourable 
Enterprize, which might entitle him to a juſtand ; 
legitimate Triumph, he choſe Great Britain as the 
moſt convenient place, as not having been medled 
with fince Fulizs Ceſar's dayes, and then in a- 
mutiny, becauſe ſeveral Fugitives were not deli- 
vered up to them. Sailing therefore from Oftia, he 
had twice like to have been drowned by the vio- 
jence of a ſtrong Southern wind, once off of Genoa, 
and the other time near the Sr@chades, (which are 
three Iflands within the mouth of the Rhoſne: ) 
whereupon having chang'd his deſign, and travel'd 
by Land from Marſailles to Calais, he croſs'd the 
Seas, and went from- thence into Exgland; from 
whence he returned without any Battel or Blood- 
ſhed, (part of the Hand having ſubmitted within 
few dayes) and within fix months time after his 
departure, he made his Triumph in Rome, with 
great ſplendor and magnificence; and that the 
Speftacle might be the more honourable by the 
confluence of people, he not only gave leave bay 
tne 
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the Governours of Provinces tobepreſent at it, byt 
permitted ſeveral perſons which were baniſh'd, to 
return home, on purpoſe to behold it. Amonglt the 
ſpoils of his Enemies, he put a Naval Crown upon 
the top of his Palace, hard by the Gvick,, in token 
of his- Victory oyer the Sea, when he croſs'd-tt. 
His Wife Meſſa!main her Chariot, follow'd him in 
his Triumph : Next her were thoſe who had ac- 
quired Triumpkal Ornaments upon the ſame occa- 
yon: The reſt followed on foot in their rich Robes 
garded with Purple. Craſſus Frygi had the privi- 
ledge to be on Horſe-back, well maunted, with rich 
Trappings and Capariſons, himſelf in an embroy- 
dered Mantle of State, upon conſideration that this 
was the ſecond time he had had the honour toattend 

in a Triumph. g pcd 
18. He had always a particular care of the City, 
and eſpecially that it ſhould not be unprovided 
with 'Victnals.. At what time the AEmilian build- 
ings were on hre, he remain'd two nights together 
in the place where they made the Jiſfriburicns for 
'Suffrages, and obſerving the Souldiers, and his 
familiar friends, (who were working hard to 
quench it) to grow weary, and unable to do any 
more, he cauſed the common people to be called 
together by the Magiſtrates, from all quarters of 
_ the City, and having plac'd Cheſts of Moncy be- 
fore him, he exhorted them to do their utmoſt, 
promiſing to -reward'every man according to his 
deſert. The barrenneſs and ſterility of ſeveral ſuc- 
celſive years, having caus'd great dearth, he was 
{topt one day in the Forum by the multitude, and 
not only reviled and traduc'd, but ſo pelted with 
Cruſts of Bread, that he had niuch ado to ey 
to his' Palace by a Poſtern-gate. After which he 
2 ro0k 
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took order, that even in Winter he had his Provi- 
ſions brought conſtantly in, giving all encourage- 
ment to the Merchants; aſcertaining their Profit, 
by making good any loſs - ſhould receive; by 
il weather or otherwiſe ; an gIvIng great, advan- 
tages to ſuch as built Ships for ck, according: 
to every manscondition that builtthem. 

19. He diſpenc'd with, and exempted them, if 
Citizens, from the Law Papia Poppea; he granted 
them, if Latines, the freedom of the Romans, and 
*allow'd; their Wives the Priviledges of them which 
had four Children, which Conſtitutions -are ob- 
ſry'd, and in force at this day. 

' 20. He finiſh'd ſeveral xox: wh which were more 
' magnificent than neceflary : The principal of them 
all were the Water-work which Cazzs had begun, 
and a Sluce to let the water out.of the Lake Fuci- 
us, and the Havenat Oft:a; though he was not 
ignorant that Auguſtus had refus'd to do one of 
them, at theimportunity of the Adarſians, and the 
_ ether had been ſeveral times deſigned by Julius 
, but given over asa thing of too great diff- 
culty and expence. He brought the two Claudian 
Fountains, (one of them called Ceralexs, the other 
Curtinus or Albudinus ) 'as alſo the new River of 
Anio, in Pipes or Canals of Stone into the City, 
and divided them there into ſeyeral large and con- 
ſiderable Ponds. He attempted the draining of 
Fucinus too, and with as much hope of Gain, as 
ambition of Glory, ſome private perſons offering 
toundertake it at their particular expence, if they 
might have the ground for their pains, when they 
 haddrain'd it. He finiſh'd the Canal hardly, and 
* with much labour, digging. ſometimes, and other 
whiles hewing thorow aRock for three miles toge- 
| | Tner, 


, 


The Life of Claudius Ceſar. 293 


ther, in which work he imploy*d thitty thouſand 
men - conſtantly, for eleven years together. - He 
made_'the Harbour -at Offs likewiſe, building a 
Mole'round about it from the right hand to the left, 
and at the entrance ſinking the Veſſel in which the 


newly invented, and others that had been anti- 
quated and loſt, which he then ſhew*d where never 
any were ſeen before. . Having rebuilt the Theatre 
of Pompey, which was burnt, he celebrated certain 
Games at its dedication, and gave the Signal him- 
ſelf out of a Tribunal ereCted in the Orcheſtra ; ha- 
ving firſt finiſh*d his Devotions inthe Temple above 
the Theatre, and coming down amongſt the people 
whowere ſitting\inthe Pit, he obſerv'd there was 
not: one'of them aroſe to ſalute or applaud him, 
but every man fate ſtill, without ſpeaking a word. 
. He cauſed the Secular Sports alſo to be repreſented 
to the people, pretending they had been anticipa- 
ted by Auguſtus, and not reſery*d for the duetime: 
Though: he writes himſelf in his own Hiſtory, That 
thoſe Games having been intermitted for ſome time, 
(mor by a diligent computation of the year, re- 
d them into order once more: Whereupon the 
Ctyer was laugh'd at, when he invited the people 
ſolemn manner to the Plays, Such as (he ſaid) 
never any man had ſeen before, and ſuch as never any 
world ſee again; becauſe there were ſome pages 
U 3 | then 
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then living, - which had ſeen them-before, and ſome 
Actors which had acted the ſame Parts upon the 
{ame occaſion. He repreſented the Gircenſian Games 
frequently, ia the Yaricar,  interpoling baiting-of 
Wud Beaſts, every five Courſes: He beautified 
the Grand Cirque with Barriers of Marble, and 
Goals of Gold, which in fortner times were made 
only of Earth and of Wood, and order'd particular 
Seats for the Senators, who till that time. ſate'pro- 
miſcuouſly among the people. ; Beſides the Courſes 
with Chariots and four Horſes, - he repreſented:the 
Warlike divertiſements after the manner'of-the' 
Trejans; andthe huntings of Panthers, bya Troop: 
of his Prztorian Horſe, under the Command ofthe. 
Tribunes, and himſelf at the head of them... He 
produc'd alfo' Theſſalian Hotſemen, baiting: Wild 
Bulls about the Grrcas till they. were tired, - who 
then leaping upon their backs,-pulld them down by 
the Horns, He gave them Prizes, and Combates of 
Gladiators, in ſeveral places, andat ſeveral times ; 
Every year they had one in the Pretorian-Camp, : 
but without any. baitings, or extraordinary pomp. . 
Another they, had perfeCt: and-imntire in the-Sepra, 
and a third in the ſame place, which though it-was 
ar extraordinary one, held but for a few dayes; and 
began to be:called Sporrula, becauſe when he firſt” 
preſented 1t to the people, he publiſh'd, Thar . he * 
evited them only to a ſhort and ſudden Repaſt,, without 
any preparation at all. He-was never better \pleas'd, 
nor in better humour, thanat theſe kind ofExhibi- 
tions; in ſo much that when pieces of Gold' were 
givento the victors, to expreſs his joy, he: wonld 
count it amongft the common people with his own 
hand, and encouraging them to be merry,he would 
call them (my AMafters) and interſperſe his = 

; - courie 
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courſe with Raillerie, and Jeſts, though to ſpeak 
truth, -they were-but flat, and far fetch'd for the 
moſt part. As for example, when he promis'd 
them, who deſired a Gladiator called Palumbys, 
That 'he would give them him, when he was taken. 
Another time, having freed one of them from the 
profeſſion of a Gladiator, at the importunity and 
jupplication of four of ais Children, and obſerving 
the multitude to be generally taken with the in- 
dulgence, he publiſh*d a Proclamation immediately, 
repreſenting to the people, How careful (in com- 
mon prudence) they ought to be to. -have Children, 
ſeems what aſſiſt aice and ſupport they had been even 
to a Sword-player. In the 400 of Mars, he gave 
then the repreſentation of the taking and ſacking 
ofa Town, after the manner as it happens in a real 
and veritable War, with the ſurrender, and ſub- 
miſſion of the Kings of Britarn ;, ſittingas Preſident 
himſelf in his Paludamentum, or Imperial Coat of 
Arms. Before he went about to drain the Lake 
Fucinus, he exhibited a Naval Fight in it, and the 
Mariners, and ſuch as were deſigned for the Com- 
bate, crying out to him in thele words, Farewell, 
ood Emperour, farewell, they who are going to aye 
alute you, he an{wer'd - them in their own lan- 
guage, and no otherwiſe, Avete vos, Fare you well 
alſo: by which words imagining he had excus'd 
them from that Combate, they ſtood- ſtill by con- 
ſent, and not one of them would hght. Cardizs 
inraged with this affront,fitting a long time delibe- 
rating with himſelf, whether he ſhould deſtroy 
them all with Fire, or Sword, at length leaping 
down from his Seat, and ſtaggering molt ungrace- 
fully about the Banks of the Lake, by threatning 
u 4 partly, 
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Partly, and partly by fair words, he prevail'd with 
them to the skirmiſh: In this Spectacle the Sicilien 
and Rhodian Fleets incountred, con ng or twelve 
Galleysa piece, and (which was very handſome, 
and wonderful) a Triton of Silver, ariſing by an 
artificial Machine out of the midſt of the Lake, 
_ a charge on a ſudden, and gave the ſignal to 

all on. 

22, He not only corrected certain pointsrelating 
to religious Ceremonies, Military, and Civil man: 
ners, and. the State and Condition of all Orders 
of perſons, bath at home and abroad ; but hereſtor- 
ed alſo ſome. that had been diſuſed, and inſtituted 
new, where he ſaw occaſion, In the EleCtion of 
Prieſts (which was done by Colledges)- he nomina- 
ted no body, till he had taken the Oath. He pre- 
ciſely obſery*d as often asthere was any Earthquake 
in the City, to require the Prztor to aſſemble the 
People, and proclaim a Feſtival: and when any 
nnlucky or.ominous Bird was ſeen either in the Ca- 
pitol, or the Town, he ordain'd publick Prayers, ' 
and proceſſions,marching himſelf before in the qua- 
lity of High-Prieſt, after he had made an Harangue 
to the people from the Roſtra,and diſmiſt thethrong 
of Mechanicks'and Slaves. 

23. He chang'd the Order of the, hearings, and 
pleadings in law, commanding they ſhould be. dif- 
patch'd at all times of the year, notwithſtanding 
they had been antiently reſtrained to particular 
Months, both in the Winter, and Summer, . He 
ordain'd likewiſe that the juriſdiction in matters of 
truſt, (which in former times was wont to be annu- 
ally exerciſed by the Magiſtrates, and that only jn 
the City) ſhould be perpetual for the future = 
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he committed the care and cognizance of it to the 
Governours of his ſeveral Provinces: He abroga- 
ted that Article which Tiberias had inſerted into the 
law Papia Poppea, importing that men of threeſcore 
years old were not capable of Generation : He de- 
creed that the Conſuls (contrary to former Orders) 
ſhould appoint Tutors to ſuch as were Pupils, and 
under age; and that ſuch as were baniſh'd the Pro- 
vinces by the Magiſtrates, ſhould be interdictedthe 
City of Rome, and all 7taly alſo. Some perſons he 
confin'd, himſelf, and(after an unuſual manner)obli-* 

ed them not to go above three miles from the 

own. When any important and extraordinary 
affair was tranſacted, he plac'd himſelf in the Tri- 
bunes ſeat, between the Conſuls Chairs ; and as to 
the Paſports or Tickets for travelling, or being ab- 
ſent, which were wont to be received from the Se- 
nate, he would not ſuffer the Citizens to be behold- 
ing toany body for them, but himſelf. 

24. He granted the Conſulary Ornaments,to his 
Ducenarie Procurators , (whoſe Salary or Penſjon, 
extended no further than two hundredSeſterces) and 
took away the dignity of Knight-hood from ſuch as 
refuſed the honour of being of the Senate. Though 
he had proteſted in the beginning of his Empire, 
neyer to chooſe any one into the Senate, that was 
not a Citizen of Rome of three deſcents : yet he gave 
the Laticlave, or Senators Robe, to the Son ofa 
Libertine, but it wasupon condition, that he ſhould 
be firſt adopted by a Gentleman of Rome. Never- 
theleſs apprehending the worſt, and to ſecure him- 
ſelf from the reproach of the People as well as he 
could, healledged the Example of Appins Cecus, 
(from whom he was deſcended) who in the time of 
his 


298 The Life of Claudius'Cxfar. 

his Cenſorſhip,elefted the Sons of ſeveral Libertines 
intothe Senate; not conſidering that then, and for 
ſometime after, they were not called Libertines 
which were-manumitted and made free, -but the sx- 
genus which were deſcended from them, He in- 
joyn'd the Colledg of Queſtors, inſtead of paving 
the: ſtreets" and keeping ' the Highwayes in re- 
pair, to repreſent a Sword-play to the yarn 
Having taken from them the provinces of Oftia, 
and Gaule, he reſtored them to their old admini- 
ftration in the Treaſury of Saturn, which had been 
executed in the interval by ſuch as either were or 
had been Prztors. - He granted the TriumphalOr- 
naments to S-lanus (who was contracted to his 
Daughter ) though he was not arrived at fourteen 
years 01d. But he granted that priviledge to elder 
perſons ſo often and ſo eaſily, that in an Epiltle to 
him 1n the name of all the Legions (which 1s [till 
extant.) they begg*d, That withthe Command of the 
Army, he would confer the triumphal Ornaments up- 
on the Conſuls Lientenants, that they might not ſeek, oc- 
caſion for War, upon the leaſt pretence in the World, To 
A. Plautius he decreed an Ovation for his greater 
honour,went to meet him himſelf, as ſoon as he was 
entred the City, and accompanied him by his fide, 
both in the Capitol, and back again. Gabinins Se- 
cundus having overcome the Chancz, (a People mn 
Germany ) he permitted him to aſſume the ſurname 
of Chaucins ever aſter. 

25. He obſery'd this Order in the management 
of his Cavalerie, after the Command of a Cohort; 
he gave that ofa Wing, and after that, the Com- 
mand or Tribuneſhip of a Legion. He inſtituted like- 
wiſe an imaginary Militia, winch was called Syper- 

numerarie, 
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nemerarie,who though abſent,and with the name of 
Souldiers only.;. yet they received their pay as the 
reſt. By an Order of the Senate, he prohibited all 
Souldiers entringinto the houſe 'uf anySenator,upon 
pretence of faluting them. He confifcated-the E- 
{tates of ſuch Libertines, as call'd themſelves Gen- 
tlemen of Rame. : Such of them as. were 'ingratefal, 
and of whom their Patrons complained, he deprived 
of their freedom, returned to their old ſervitude 
again, and. declared to their advocates, that they 
ſhould have: as little juſtice, againſt their freemen, 
another time. Underſtanding that ſome "Maſters 
being weary and impatient of the Cure of their 
Bondmen at home, ſent them over into the Iſland 
of Aſculapins to recover their healths, he gave Or- 
der, That allſuch as were ſent over, ſhould'be made 
free ever "after, and never return-to their Maſters 
when they were well, and that if any. Maſter choſe'ra- 
ther to kill his ſlave, than put him forth in this manner 
he ſhould be guilty of Murder, He commanded alfo 
by Edit, That no Traveller ſhould paſs through any 
town.in /taly, but on foot, ina Sedan, or in a Lit- 
ter, Putecl;, and Oftia being ſubject more than 6- 
thers-to fires, he quarter*'d a Cohort in each, on 
purpoſe to prevent them. He allowed not any 
ſtranger to uſurp the name of any family in Rome, 
and cut oft the heads of ſome perſons in the E/qui- 
lize field, for no other cauſe, but that they had pre- 
tended to the freedom of that City. The Provin- 
ces of Achaia, and e Hacedoa, which Tiberius had 
appropriated to himſelf, he reſtored to the Senate. 
He took away their Liberty from the Lycians, by 
reaſon of their pernicious differences nhch were 
amongſt them ;_ and reſtored it tothe Rhodians, up- 
0n their repentance, and acknowledgment of therr 
tormex 
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former offences. He favoured the 7erſes,as the foun- 
ders of the Romayn Nation,andremitted their tributes 
for ever; having caus'danold Epiſtle in Greek to be! 
recited, written from the Senate and people of Rome 
to Selexcxs the King, promiſing him their friendſhip 
and alliance upon condition he would exempt the. 
Thenſes from all manner of Taxes or Tributes. He 


turned the Jews out of Rome, for that they were: 


always in an uproar and tumult upon occaſion of 


the new religion of the Chriſtians. Being taken 


. with- the courage and bluntneſs of. the Germar 
Embaſſadors, he permitted them to fit in the Or- 
cheſtra, for they having been brought into the. 


Popularia or Pit, and obſerving the Parthian and. 
FArmenzas Emballadors upon the Theatre, they re- 


moved alfo and went 'among the Senators; . af. 
firming themſelves not inferiour to either of the 
two, either in virtue or quality. He utterly abo- 
liſhed the inhumane religion of the Druids amongſt 


the Gawles, which Auguſtus had forbidden only to. 


the Citizens of Rome. On the contrary he endea- 
voured to transfer the Eleuſman Ceremonies from 
Attica to Rome, He caus'd the Temple of Venus E- 
ryczn4 in Sicily, which time had almoſt demoliſh'd, 
to be repaired out of the publick Treaſury of the 
City. ;He entred into Leagues, and made his Alli- 
ances'with forreign-Princes, in the Forum, with 
the antient formalities of ſacrificing a Sow, and 
the Proclamation of the Herauld at Arms. But theſe 
andthe reſt, and indeed the greateſt part of the 
Actions of his Reign, were managed not ſo much 
according to hisown mind, but by the fancy and 
direction of his wife and ſervants; he comporting 
himſelf always fo, as conſiſted beſt with their pro- 
hit or pleaſure. 

Fs 26, He 
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26, He was Contracted twice when he was but 
very young, once to Emilia Lepida, Auguſtus his 
great Grand-daughter, the ſecond time, to Levis 
Medullina, ſurnamed Camilla, as deſcended of the 
antient race of Camillus the Diftator. The firſt he 
turn'd off a Virgin,becauſe her Parents had offended 
Auguſtus,and the other died the very day which was 
deſigned for her wedding. After this he married 
Plautia Vrgulanilla whoſe Father had had the honour 
of a Triumph, and-next e/fha Petina,the Daughter 
of one who had been Conſul : Both of them he di- 
yorced ; Petina, upon a ſlight and trivial occaſion, 
but Urgulanilla for immodeſty,and ſuſpicion of Mur- 
der. After all theſe he took Yaleria Meſſalina to his 
Wife, the Daughter of Barbatus Meſſala, his own 
Couſin German, who (beſides the reſt of her flagiti- 
ous impieties) being found to have married her ſelf 
to C. S:lius alſo, and a dower conſign'd her in the 
hands of the Auſpices, he put her to death, and af- 
terwards in a Speech he made to his Guards, he de- 
, Clared, That ſince he had been ſo unfortunate in his 
Marriages, he would live a ſingle life for the future, 
and if he continued not in that reſolution, he would not 
refuſe to be killed by their very hands. Nevertheleſs he 
was not able to contain, but fell in treaty again with 
Petina within a ſhort time, whom he had put away 
before, as alſo with Lollia Paulina, which had been 
married "to C. Ceſar. But he ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſo carried away by the Careſſes, and blandiſh- 
ments of Agrippina, the Daughter of his Brother 
Germanicxs, who havying the liberty of kiſſing, and 
other dalliances (by reaſon of her Relation) im- 
amoured him ſo, that in the.next Senate he ſuborn- 
ed perſons to move, That he might be compelled to 
Marry, (44 a thing of great importance to the Common- 
Wealth) 
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Wealth) and that according to his Example, all ſorts 
of people mizht be permitted to contratt ſuch Marriages, 
which till that time were look'd upon as inceſtuous,, Aﬀ- 
ter it was decreed, he had ſcarce patience for a day 
before his Nuptials were celebrated, but not one 
"pzxfon was found to follow his precedent, but one 
Libertine, and one of the Captains of his Guards, 
at. waoſe Weddings, himſelf and Azrippina were 
both preſent, for the incouragement of others, as 
much as in honour to them. - 

27. He had Children by three of his Wives, by 
Urgulanilla, Druſus and Claudia, . by Petina, An- 
tonia ;,, by eMeſſalina, Ottavia, and a Son which he 
call'd Germanicus firſt, and afterwards Brit annicus : 
Druſus he loſt at a Town call'd Pompey, before he 
was fourteen, and by a very ſtrange accident, for 
being at play with a Pear, and throwing it up into 
the air, he gap'd to catch it in his Mouth as it came 
down, which he perform'd ſo efftectually, that it +. 
{tuck faſt in his throat, and Choak'd him; to whom 
not many days before,he had contracted the dauglt 
ter of Sejanus ;, which makes that which ſome peo. 
plc report improbable to me, as if he had been cir. 
cumvented and killed by Sejanus. And for Claudia, 
though ſhe was botn five months before the divorce, 
and by him putout to Nurſe ; yet ſuſpeCting her at: 
terwards to have been gotten by one of his free- 
men, call*d Boter, he caus'd her to be ftript ſtark 
naked, and laid before her Mothers door : Antonia 
he-married, fiz{t to C7. Pompeins e Magnus,and after- 
wards to Fanſtus Sy'la, both noble young Gentle- 
men, and of i1tuſtri1ous families. Ofavia he beſtow: 
ed upon Nero, his Wives Son, though ſhe had been 
formerly betrothed to S:larus. Britannicus was born 
twenty days after he came to tie Empire, in the 

time 
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time of his ſecond Conſulſhip; and being yet but 
an Infant, he us'd to take him frequently in his 
arms, and in a ſolemn Oratior recommended him 
to the Souldiers ;; as likewiſe he ſhew'd him many 
times to the people at their Plays, cither holding 
him in his lap, or placing him before him, whilit 
they magnihed him in their acclamations. Ofall 
his Sons-in-law, headopted only Nero ; to Pompey, 
and Silanus, he was ſo far from doing that honour, 
that he caus'd them both to be murder'd. 
«28. Amongſt all his Freemen he had the moſt 
kindneſs for Poſides the Eunuch; to whom in his 
Þririſþb Triumph (amongſt the reſt of his Warri- 
rs, and Gallant men) he preſented a Spear with- 
it any iron upon it. Neither was his favour mach 
Ifs to Fehx, to whom he had given the Command 
_ of Cohorts, wings of Horſe, and the Government 
of Fudea 5 which render'd him ſo great and confide- 
-Table, that he was the Husband of three ſeveral 
Queens. To Harpocras he granted the priviledge, 
to be carried in a Litter up and down the City, 
| and toexhibite Playsto the,people. Polybins allo 
was a learned man, and one he made great uſe of 
in his Studies; he was ſograteful to him, that he 
permitted him many times to walk betwixt the two 
Conſuls. But the honours he conferr*d upon Mary- 
ciſſus, his Secretary, and Pallas one of the Auditors 
of his Exchequer, were ſo vaſt and exceſiive, ther” 
beſides the large rewards which the Senate decreed 
them upon his recommendation, he vouchfafed 
them the Ornaments both of the Queſtors, and 
Prztors; beſides all which, he gave ſo great a lati- 
tude to their Extortion and Rapine, that com- 
plaining one day his Coffers were exhauſted, he 
was anſwer'd very handſomly, He mi7bt be rich 
| and 
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and abound too, if his two Freed-men would but take. 


him into their ſociety. 
. 29. Being thus exceſſively addicted to theſe kind 
of people, and to his Wives, he acted more like a 


Servant than a Prince z diſpoſing of honours, Ar.. 
mies, Immunities, and Puniſhments, as they were 


ſuitable with their intereſts or deſigns ; conferring 
them for the moſt part without any conſideration, 
I ihall not make a particular enumeration of his 


impertinencies, as of his Liberalities revok'd, his 
Judgments revers'd, his grants of Offices forgec 


or openly chang'd. Appires Silanus, his Brother-in- 


law, and the two 7, one of them the Daughter 


of Druſus, and the other of Germanicas, he caus'd. 
to be executed, without permitting them to plead 


toa Charge, which no body could prove againſt 
them: Neither far'd it any better with Cz. Pom- 
peins, who married his eldeſt Daughter, nor L. Ss 
lanus, who was contracted to his younger. Pom- 
peizes he caus'd to be ſlain, in the embraces ofa 
young Lad he moſt ardently affected ;, and Silanus 


aving been conſtrained to ſurrender his Pretor-, 
. ſhip, about the latter end of December, was killd 
in the beginningof the year, upon the very day on 


which Claudius and Agrippina were married. He 
put to death five and thirty Senators, and above 
three hundred Roman Gentlemen, with ſo much 
eaſe and unconcernment, that one of his Captains 


bringing him word, That according to his Commands: 


ſuch a Conſulary man was executed; he denied he had 


given any ſuch Order, yet approved well enough of 


what they had done; his Freed-men affirming, the 


Souldiers had done well, in running of their own 
accord to the vindication of their Emperour, What 
* he did at the Marriage of Meſſalina, and Silius her 


Adulterer, 


a» 
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- Adulterer, is above all credit and belief; for he 
| the Writings himſelf for the ſettlement of 
her Dower, induced as if they were but diſſem- 
bled, and thathe might thereby avert,and transferr 
the Calamities, which certain Prodigiesportended 
to hang over his head. 

30. He, wanted not a ns and Comlineſs 
in his perſon, either ſitting or ing, but eſpe- 
| cially as he was aſleep: His ſtature was tall, but: 
not flender, his complexion and hair white, which 
gave him the air and appearance of a comely old 
man; his neck round and plump : But his legs 
were not anſwerable, being ſcarce ſtrong enough 
to ſupport his body. As he was doing any thing, 
either ſeriouſly, or remiſly, many things difparag d 
him: An unbecoming laughter, an ungraceful way 
in his anger, foaming at the month, and running 
at his noſe, which render*d him exceedingly-de- 
forn'd ; beſides a ſtammering in his ſpeech, and 
a continual trembling of his head, eſpecially if he 
were in any action, though never ſo ſmall. : 

31, Formerly he uſed to be. very ſickly, but 
| aſter he was Emperonr, he was never ill, but once 
__— itt his ſtomach, which took him ſo vie 
lently, that if we may believe himſelf, he had 
once a mind to remove his tortnent, by -cutting 
his ownthroat. | f1-5p 

32. He was a great lover of Feaſting, made 
many Entertainments, large and magnificent, and 
m the moſt orlonraenchs of the City, in ſo mach 
that many times he had ſix hundred Gueſts topes 


ther at his Table; amongſt the reſt he had one 
Feaſt upon the Since' of the Lake Facinss, where 
he had like to have been drowned, by a ſudden im: 
petuoſity of the water, mw brake out — 
P1375 ; edly, 
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edly. At all /his Treatments his Children were con; 


ſtantly preſent, and cat at his Beds-feet with other 


young Perſons of Honour of both Sexes, accordi 
to the cultom-of old. One of his Gueſts, ſuppos? 
to:have made bold with a Cup of Gold, and carried 
it away, heinvited him again the next day, and 
made him be contented with an Earthen Pot. It 
is:ftported- likewiſe that being told of a modeſt 
perſon who had like to have: kilPd himſelf with 
retention, he had thoughts once. of publiſhin 
an. Edit, whereby he would make it lawfi 
to lireak wind -at the Table, and to caſe them- 
Glves of any” flatulency in any place whereſos 
evee. | 7 
33. He had © exorbitant an appetite, that he 
would cat or drink at all times, and in all places: 
As'be- was fitting.in Juſtice one day in the Palace 
ofi;Augnſtus, being ſurpriz*'d with the tmell ofa 
inner, . that was preparing in the Temple 
of Mars (which: was the: next houſe) for. the 
Prieſts called $4/i;, he quitted the Tribunal imme- 
diately, went pp,. fate down amongſt them, : and 
laid about him as heartily as the beſt. He ſetdans 
weut from the Table, but ſweating, and with his 
belly ſo full, that having laid himſelf preſently upon 
me ck 1n order to. a Nap, he gap'>1o wide in his 
ecp, that they uſually put a feather down : his 
throat to make him diſgorge. His fleeps were but 
po for the moſt part waking before Midnight 


by which means he ſlept ſometimes ſo heartily 


the-Court, that'the Chancellors and Advocates; 


ſtraining their voices on-purpoſe, had'much adoto 
make:him hear! -His propenſity'to women was ex- 
travagant, = the other Sex gems —_—_ 
tion. He plaid at Dice very 0 was 

| aflefted 
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affexted with that recreation, that he writ # Book- 
of the uſe of.it; He order'd and adapted his Chariot 
in-fuch manner, that he could play: commodiouſly, 


and without confuſion, as he travelled upon the 


road. F 
::34. How Sanguinary he was'in' his Nature; ap- 


Mode, and there' being no Executioner-to be 
fanad, when the delinquents were- faſtned to the 
ſake, he ſent for' one to Rome, and ſtaid uport the 
place tilknightwith great patience; in' expectation 
of him : | kn alt: Spectacles of Gladiators, whethet* 
exhibited by himfetfor any other Perſon, if any of 
the Fencers nd rofall down” tetirbe by what 
accident it , he commanded hit to-be killed 
but eſpecially if 'they' were of the” Rerzaris, beeauſe 
then he could ſeethem,, and have the pleafire ry 
bok upar: their faces at the very moment they © 

... Two Combatants being fallen down deatitr- 
is preſence of the wounds they had: piverr td VHE 
another, he commanded both their Weapons"tobe 
frg'd into little Knives, for his-own' private and 
erdiwary uſe. He took fo great' pleaſure in the Corti 
bats againſt Beaſts, which were petform'd inthe 
morning, and ſuctother;fportsagwere repreſented 
abqut noon, : that he would'/ger: up by break of day 


\ to-gotoaSpectack, andcontinue- there with pati- 
ence till the peaple came back frvm dinner. Beſides 
ſuch as were appointed to-fight, upon any flight or 
ſadden- occaſion, he would ſet the Labourers and 
Carpenters to engagein Ty ifany of their O- 
t 2 Peras 
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peras' or Machines had not taken effect. Once alſg 
he turn'd in a Nomenclator inſuch haſt, he allows 
him not time enough:to pull off his Gown, though 
he was to fight with the Wild .Beaſts for hig 
_ ---- ” 
.-- 35- But.to nothing was he ſo. much ſubject-ag 
totimorouſneſs and diſtruſt - though he was a great; 
pretender, and (asI have ſaid before) much affect; 
cd with his own ciyility from his comingto the Ems 
pire,. yet he neyer durit come to any fealt without 
his Guards about:him with their Lances, and waits 
ing at the Table inſtead of his Servants. He, never 
made a viſit to anyone that was ſick, till the Cham* 
ber. was ſearch'd,. to the very Boulſter of the ,Bed, 
le: ſuffer'd no man to come near him, upon the 
core of ſalutation or otherwiſe, before his ſearchers 
had been with him, who ſpared:no body, and ſome- 
times were very. rude and fevere.in their Scrutiny, 
It was a long time before he could be-perſwaded' to 
excuſe the: Women (and all ſuch perſons as 'wore 
SU (asthe Pretextats) whether Boys or Girles) 
om;being ſearch'd in- that manner, or to permit | 
the:Glerks or Secretaries to comeneat him, with {6 
much: asa Stile, or Pen-knifeinhis pocket, '- Inthe 
time-of the Civil: troubles, Camiltus: knowing 'very 
well it was not. neceflary to be:at the charge” of a 
Wax, to make himafraid, he fent him a HeCtoring 
Letter full of injurious  Comminations, commands 
wg bim to giveuphis Empire,..and betake himſelf 
toa private and retired life ;.and ſofar was he«-ter- 


oo... $$: ok «> 6s ad AC —_S + wo nr AQ 


rifeg with it, that heaſſembled the principal per: 
ns of his Councik; ta deliberate, whether he ſhould 
reſign to Camillus,: or not. «JA ; 2M 
by A abare and idle-report-of a Conſpira- 
uſt himghe was ſo pitifully frighted,. nothi | 
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cotild ſerve his turn; but he would lay down his 
Crown: A perſon (as I have mentioned before) be- 
ing apprehended near him with a Dagger in his poc- 
ket, as he was buſie at a Sacrifice,he was ſo alarm'd,” 
that he aſſembled the Senate immediately, and ha- 
ving lamented thedeplorableneſs of his Condition, 
(who could not think himſelf ſafe any where, if he 
were In danger at the Altar) he beg'd their refent- 
- ment, and appear'd not in publick of a long time 
afterward. Nor was it any Senſe or Concernment 
for the diſhonours Me ſſalina had done him, ' which! 
extinguiſh'd the ardent paſſion he had for her, and 
made him deſert her ; but a certain fear and appre- 
henſton that the Adulterer S:/:#s would pretend al- 
ſo the Empire; which imagination had ſuch an 
influence upon him, that in a moſt puſillanimous 
and abject manner he fled away to the Camp, and 
his Conſternation was ſo great, he ſpake 'not a 
word all the way he was going,more than frequent- 
ly to ask, whether he was ſtill Emperour, or not. 
- 37. There was no ſuſpicion ſo light, no informer 
ſo inconſiderable ; but upon the leaſt ſcruple ſbg- 
geſted, he was upon his Guard, and thought of no- 
thing but revenge. A certain perſon who had a ſuit 
in law depending before him, having whiſper*d to 
tim as he was faluting him, that he dream'd (the 
night before) he ſaw him killed, and a while after, 
his adverſary delivering a Petition to Claugdins,' he 
went to him,and told him that was the Murderer he 
had ſeen, whereupon he was apprehended, and car- 
ried immediately to Execution, as if he had been 
convicted. In the ſame manner it is reported, that 
——_—_ Silanus was made away ; 'for Meſſaka and 
wei having ſworn his deſtruQion, they con- 
rived that Narciſſus ſhould ruſh into Claudius his 


2106 The Life of Claudius Czſar. 

Chamber one morning 'by. break of day, as one 
frighted almoſt out. of his wits, and that he ſhould 
tel] him, he dream'd that Appues would that night 
attempt to murder him z and that Meſſakna being 
as it were aſtoniſh'd with the relation, ſhould int- 
mate very formally, that indeed ſhe alſo had had 


the -ſame dream for ſeveral nights together : AJ 


while after, Silanus having (by the artifice of his 
Enenues) being told he was to wait upon the Em- 
peror, and coming ſuddenly in, it. conhrm'd his cre- 
dulity ſo, that he made him be taken into Cuſtody, 
and carried to Execution out of hand : The next 
day, repreſenting the whole ſtory to the Senate, 
he gave his Freed-manthanks, for that he had been 
careful of his ſafety even in his ſleep. 

38, Being conſcious of his own natural inclina- 
tion to haſtineſs and paſſion, he excus'd them both 
1n a publick Edict, and promis'd, That the one ſhould 
be innocent and but ſhort, and the other never without 
geaſon.. Another time, having taken it very ill of 
'the Inhabitants of Of#:a, that knowing him to be 


abroad upon the Tiber, they ſent none of their 


Barges to attend him; having rebuk*d them {& 
yerely, as though it had been done- in contempt, 
and they had diveſted him of his Prerogative, ona 
ſudden he recollefted and pardon'd them, upon 
the leaſt Jatisfaltion. Some who had choſen an ill 


time to make their addreſſes to him in publick, he 


thruſt back with his own hand; He baniſh'd a 


Scribe who had been Quzſtor, and a Senator that 
had been Pretor, without any hearing, though they 


were both of them-innocent ; the firſt, for having 


been too bold with him in his expreſſions, when he 
was but a PIR z the other, for that in tus 
<£dileſhip he had fined certain of his Tenants, 


for 
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fot ſelling boil'd Meats contrary to the Statute, 
and whipp'd one of his Bailiffs that interpos'd : 
And as if their: perſonal puniſhment were not e- 
hough, he took away the Coertion and Authority 
of the Xdiles over the Victualling-nouſes. Nor 
could he contain himfelf from-publiſhing his own 
\ folly, which (as he ſays himſelf, in fome of 'his 
little Orations ) he counterfeited in Cars his time, 
on purpoſe to eſcape his cruelty ; and that without 
ſo doing, he had never come to the ſtation he was 
then in. But he could never make the world be- 
lieve it, till a whileafter there was put fortha Book 
intituled, The Reſartettion of Fools, and the Argu- 
ment was, That ne man counter feits folly. 

39. Amongſt the reſt of the things which were 
admirable in him, his incogitancy and forgetfulneſs 
were two: Having caus'd Meſſalina to be put to 
death, and going toDinner a while after, he ask'd 
- Why his FE not come to Dinner alſo. Several of 
| thoſe perſons which were Executed by his Order, 
he would invite frequently the next day either to 
Dinner, or Dice; and as if they had been tedious, 
; he would ſendto them again, and upbraid them by 
their floth. Reſolving to marry Agrippma, againit 
all principles both of Honour,and Religion, he gave 
out upon all occaſions, That ſhe was his Daughter, hs 
Nurſling, and one that was born and brought up as it 
were in his boſome. Deſigning likewiſe that Nero 
ſhould bear the name of his Family, as if it had not 
been blameable enough for him to adopt his Son-in- 
law, his own being adult, he publickly declared, 
That never any one had been adopted into the Family of 
the Claudu before. 

40. He was oftentimes fo careleſs and negligent 
both of his words and his aCtions, that he neither 
X 4 knew- 
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knew nor conſider'd what he ſaid himſelf, nor tg 
wha, nor in what time or place, When they 
were in diſcourſe in the Senate one time, about the 
Butchers and Vintners, hecry'd out before he was 
aware, And which of you is it that can live without a 
Morſel ? and thentold them an impertinent ſtory, 
of 'the great number of antient Taverns, from 
whence he had his Wine a long time ago, As an 
irrefutable reaſon, why he gave his voice for a per- 
jon who ſtood Candidate for the Quzſtorſhip, he 
declared amongſt other of his arguments, That being 
very ill one time, the Father of that perſon had given 
him cold water very opportunely which did him a great 
deal of good, A woman being brought in as a wit- 
neſs tebre the Senate alſo, he told them, This was 
my Mothers Woman d Attour, and dreſt ber, but ſhe 
look'd upon me as her young Maſter alwayes, which 
T intimate the rather, becauſe I bave ſome at home will 
zot own me tobe ſo. Again, the Inhabitants of Ofti4 
having preſented him one time with a Petition, as 
he was ſitting publickly in Court, he cry*d out ina 
great paſſion, That heknew no reaſon he had to oblige 
them, and that he was as free as any man elſe. Theſe 
words he had uſually in his mon and as it were 
every hour of the day, What ? doſt thoutake me to be 
a Cokes ? and Speak and Strike ? beſides many other 
weak and idle expreflions, beneath the reputation 
of a private perſon, much leſs of a Prince, ſo far 
from being illiterate, that he had been a hard Stu- 
dent in the liberal Sciences, and was arriv'd at no 
ſmall perfection in Oratory. 

4.1. When he was but a Youth, he undertook to 
write a Hiſtory by the perſwaſion of Titus Livins, 
and the, aſſiſtance of Swlpicius Flavus, which the 
firſttym@he recited, and committed it publickly ip 
; Tac 
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the judgment of hisAuditars ; he {Carce could read it 
over,but put himſelf often out; For it happen'd ſome 
ofthe Benches breaking by the weight and corpu- 
lence of a perſon that was there, the whole Compa- 
ny fell a laughing, but after ghat was over, and all 
the reſt were recolleCted, he could not but. remem- 
; ber the accident by fits, and fall out again into a 
laughter in the midſt of his reading, which was no 
ſmall interruption to them both, During the time 
of his Empire he writ ſeveral things and cauſed them 
to be recited by a Reader very often: His Hiſtory 
he began after the death of Ceſar the DiCtator,which 
he divided into two books; and the paſſages after 
the 0 pannentien, into forty and one, enlarg- 
ing himſelf more upon that ſabject than upon theo- 
' ther, inreſpect that his Mother and Grandmother 
had often times rebuk'd him, and forwarn'd him of 
taking oftoo much liberty,in his deſcription of thoſe 
days. He writ alfo ſeven Volums of h:s own life, with 
leſs prudence than Elegance. As alſo a defence of Ci- 
Cero againſt the writings of Gallus, which was learn- 
ed enough, Belides this he inyented three Letters, 
and added them (as neceſſary) to the antient Alpha- 
bet; and haying publiſh'd a book to recommend 
them to the people,when he was a private perſon,it 
was nohard matter for himto obtrude them upon 
them when he was advanc'd to the Empire. Aud 
that kind of writing,with thoſe Characters is at this 
day to be {cen in ſeveral Records and Jourrals, as 
alſo in the Titles and inſcriptions of works. 

4.2. For the Greek Language he had fo particular 
a value, that a certain ſtranger diſcourſing in Greek 
and Latine, he told him, Tow being 5kilful in both our 
Languages, and 1n his recommendation of Achaza to 
the Senateg he declar'd, That province was very pratg- 
| | if 
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ful and agreeable to him, byreaſon of their Commerce, 
and Community of their ſtudies. He anſwer*d Em- 
baſſadors many times inthat language,and that with 
a long and continued Oration : many times he made 
uſe of Verſes out of Homer, as he fate upon his Tri- 
bunal; and whenſoever he had ſatisfied his revenge 
upon any Enemy or Traitor, when the Tribune or 
Officer came to him, according to cuſtom, for the 
word, he ſeldom gave any other than this in Greek ; 


When one ts injur'd firſt, *tis like a Man 
To take his Vengeance any way he can. 


In ſhort, he wrote ſome Hiſtories in*Greek alfo, as 
the Hiſtory of theTyrrhenian affairs in twenty books, 
and the Hiſtory of the Carthaginians in eight, Upon 
which conſideration, and to make them the more 
famons, he added a new School tothe old one that 

was at Alexandria before, and calling it by his own 
name, he ordain'd that his Tyrrhenicoon, or book of 
the Txſcanaffairs, ſhould be read in one of them,and 
his Charchedoniacoon, in the other ſucceſſively, and 

that cach of them ſhould be read out in their turns. 
43. Towards the latter end of his life, he gave e- 
vident tokens that he repented of his Marriage with 
Agrippima,and his adoption of Nero. For having con- 
demned a woman for adultery, upon a certain time, 
and his freed men applauding his Juſtice very highly, 
he told them, That is was his Fortune to have all hts 
Marriages unclean, but not nnpunsſh'd. And his Son 
Britanmcus preſenting himſelf to him a while after, 
he embrac'd him with more than ordinary kindneſs, 
bad him Grow apace, and he would give him an account 
of all that he had done : adding m Greek to this pur- 
poſe, that it was his love which incited him; and de- 
| ſigning 
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fiening to give him the /irile Robe (though he was 
too ſmall in reſpect of his Stature) he added theſe 
words, That the People of Rome might at laſt have # 
Ceſar deed. NY 

44. It was not long after this but he made hisgWill, 
and atteſted it by the hands and ſeals of all the Ma- 
giſtrates, but before he could proceed any further 
in the advancement of his Son, he was prevented 
by Agrippina , who was already tormented 
the remorſe of her own Conſcience, and perſe | 
by informers, which accus'd her of ſeveral crimes 
beſides this. It is agreed by all people, he died by 
poiſon, but as to the place or perſon by whom it was 

ven, they are not ſo unamimous. Some ſay it was 

e Eunuch Halorus his Taſter, which poiſon'd him, 

as he was eating among the Prieſts in the Capitol. 
Others will have it, That in a feaſt at his own houſe 
Agrippina knowing he was a great lover of Muſh- 
romes, preſented him with one that was poiſoned. 
Norare the Opinions leſs uncertain, upon the other 
circumſtances of his death. Some report that he was 
taken ſpeechleſs, as ſoon as he had taken the poi- 
ſon, and that continuing all night in great torment, 
he died towards the morning. Others affirm, that 
he fell aſleep as ſoonas he had taken it, and that his 
meat riſing in his ſtomach, he brought up all; 
whereupon they redoubled his poiſon, but whether 
it was given ina Jelly, or Broath, under pretence 
of fortifying his ſtomach, or by Clyſter, to give him 
caſe by that evacuation, 1s uncertain. 

45. His death was kept private, till all things 
were put in order for the eſtabliſhment of his Suc- 
ceſtor. Vows were publickly made for his recovery, 
as if he had been but ſick only : and pretending he 
defir*d to divert himſelf that way, his Comedians 


were 


316 TheLife of Chaudius Czſar. 

were call'd for, to heighten the diſſimulation. He 
departed the thirteenth of Oftober, in the Conful- 
ſhip of Aſmrins Marcellus, and Acilins Aviola, in the 
ſixty fourth year of his age, and the fourteenth of 
bis _— His Obſequies were performed with 
Magnificence ſuitable to an Emperour, attended in 
a pompous and ſolemn Proceſſion by the Magij- 
ſtrates, and plac'd in the number of the Gods; 
which honour being taken away, and aboliſh'd by 
Nero his ſucceſſor, was after ſome time reſtor®d to 
- him by Yeſpaſtar. 

46. The moſt remarkable preſages of his death, 
were a Blazing-ſtar, or Comet, which appear'd in 
the air; the ſplitting of his Father Dr«ſus his Mo- 
nument, with Thunder and Lightning ; and beſides 
theſe, the dying of ſeveral Magiſtrates that year, of 
all Orders and Degrees. Burt there are probable 
arguments, that he was neither —_ of his ap- 
proaching death, nor endeavour'd to diſſemble it ; 
For in his deſignation of Conſuls, he ordained none 
of them to continue beyond the month in which he 
died; The laſt time he was preſent in the Senate, 
having ina long diſcourſe moſt earneſtly exhorted - 
his children to agree, he humbly recommended the 
age of them both, to their care and proteftion ; and 
In his laſt Judicial Seſſion upon the Tribunal, he dey 
clared ſeveral times, That he was now arrived at the 
end of his Mortality. The people which heard him, 
abominating the Expreſſion, ſupplicated the Gods 
for the Continuation of his health, | 


Caius 


NERO CLAUDIUS CASAR 


| 


_ 


Cains Suetonins Tranquillus, 
OF THE 
TWELVE CASARS. 


THE 


SIXTH BOOK, 


E-4FE 


Nero Craupius Casar, 


THE SIXTH 
Emperour of K O M E. 


| L. [: the Domutian race, there were two illuſtri- 


pe CS 


__ — 


ous Families, the Calvin, and the /Ano- 

barbi;, the <Anobarbs derived both their 

> Original, and Surname, from Lucius Doms- 
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and ſtature, commanding him to acquaint the Sex? 
nate and People of Rome, with 4 ViEtory they had® 
obtain'd, of which as yet they had no certainty; ? 
and as an evidence of their divinity, ſtroaking him : 
gently on the cheeks, they chang'd the colour ofhis Þ 
hair, from black into a kind of reddiſh or Copper 
colour : which miraculous mark continued to his * 
poſterity, and ſince that time the greateſt part of 
them have had red beards. Having been honoured 
with ſeven Conſulſhips, two Triumphs, and twg 
Cenſorſhips, and having been receiv*d into the 
. number of the Parri#, they. remain'd all of then 
with the ſame Surname, without aſſuming any other 
before it , beſides Creins and Zywins, which they 
varied and diverſifyed very confiderably, uſing 
either of them ſometimes for three perſons toge- 
ther, and then again changing them alternatively 
one after another. The three firſt Anobarbs, were 
called ZLxcis, 'the three ſubſequent, Ce; the reſt 
called themſelves Luciz, or Crez, by turns one after 
another. And here think it will not be amiſs, to 
give ſome ſhort repreſentation of the, manners and 
qualificationsef ſeveralof his Predeceſſors,toevinte 
and clear it out tothe World, that Nero had dege- 
nerated ſo far from .the Virtue of his Anceſtors, 
that he ſeenv'd to. have retain'd nothing but their 
Vice, 

2, I ſhall begin therefore with Creius Domerins, 
his Great-Great-Grandfather : Whilſt he wagTre 
bune of the people, being difguſted by the High 
Prieſts, becauſe they had elected another perſon into 
his Fathers place, and paſt hint by, he transferred 
the right of Subrogating Prieſts (which belong'd - 
formerly to their Colledges) to the People. In 
his Conſulſhip, having Conquer'd the —_ 
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ad Arverni;he rode through his Province mounted 
io great ſtate upon an Elephant, attended by a mul- 
titude of Souldiers, as in a ſolemn -Triumph. Upon 
this Domitius it was, that Licinius Craſſus the Ora- 
"tor had this expreſſion, No wonder if he had a beard 
of Braſs, whoſe face was of Iron, and his heart of Lead, 
His Son being Prztor afterwards, accus'd Caitlt; 
| Ceſar (as ſoon as he was out of his Conſullhip): 
” before the Senate, it being the common opinion he 
© had exercis'd that Office contrary to the Laws, and 
© auſpicia;, afterwards being made Conſul himſelf, 
* he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to fetch back Ceſar! 
- from the Gaules, where he had the Command of the 
Army, and having prevail'd to be named' his Suc- 
ceflor, by thoſe of his own fation, he began the 
Civil War, , and was taken priſoner at Corfinium ; 
being ſet at liberty,, :he came to ar/eilles, which 
at that time was cloſely beſieg'd, and conhrm'd the 
Garriſon very much by his arrival; but he de- 
ſerted itafterwards on a ſudden, and was kill'd at 
length at the Battle of Pharſalia. He was a man 
herce and rigid in his nature, but not over-conſtant 
in his reſolutions. The extremity of his affairs 
having reduc'd him into a deſpair of their growing 
better,he was ſo fearful of that death which ſo often 
he deſired, that having taken poiſon to diſpatch 
himſelf, he repented of what he had done, took an 
Antidote to bring it up again, and infranchis'd his 
Phyſician, for having prepar'd and temper'd the 
pron {o on purpoſe, that it could do him no great 
narm. Pompey the Great conſulting with his friends, 
in what manner he ſhould comport himſelf with 
ſuch as ſtood Neuter, and fided not at all, he was 
the only man which advis'd him to treat them as 


Enemies, | 
Y 3. This 


322" The ' Life of Nero Czar. 

3. This Domirins left a Son, worthy without®. 
doubt to be preferr'd before all the reſt of his race z 
who being condemt'd by the Law Pedia, as privy 
to the marder of Ceſar , (though he was really 
innocent) betook himſelf to Caſſius and Brutus, 
who were his Kinſmen, and-coritinued with them 
tilt-their-deaths; after which he retain'd the Com- 
mand of the Fleet, which they had given him long 
before , and-augmented it in fpight of all his 
diſaſters 4 till at ſt of his own accord, when his 


. Whole party was ifrecoverably ruin'd, he ſurrendred 


it to M4. Antomis, who receiv'd It as an extraor- 
dinary obligation.” | In fine, he was the only perſon 
condemn'd by that Law, who was re-admitted into 
his Native Countrey, and advanc'd to the moſt con- 
ſiderable honours.- 'A while after, the: fire of Civil 
diffention breakingout again, he was made Lieute- 
nant-tothe fair; who having rendred him- 
felf unacceptable to ſome conſiderable perſons, by 
his infamous amerrrs and dalliances with Cleopatra, 
they offer*d to ſupplant Amtonins, and give the 
Command to Domnrins in his ſtead ; but not daring 
either to refuſe or accept it conftdently, by reaſon 
of an unexpected fit of ſickneſs, he retired to Au- 
uſt us, and died within few dayes.; Antonius aſper- 
Ko him, that he Had deſerted his party for nothing, 
but that he was not able to endure the abſence of his 

Miſtris Servikia Nats. | 
4. This Domitins was the Father of him, who 
was known afterwards to be the buyer of the Goods 
and Chattels which A#guſtes left by his Will ; and 
was eminent for his dexterity in managing of Cha- 
riots, as well as for his Triamphal Ornaments, 
which he acquired-by his magnammuty and con: 
duCt inthe German Wars, But his vices and paſſi- 
| ONS 
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ons gave noſinall diminution to his Gloty, for he 
,was moſt notoriouſly arrogant, prodigal, and cruel. 
When he was but e#ailzs, he forc'd Lucins Plancus 
(though he was Cenſor) to give himthe place. In 
his Conſulſhip and Pretorſhip he produc'd ſeveratk 
Knights of Rome, and Ladies of honour, to aCt Far- 
ces,and obſcure enterludes publickly upon the Stage. 
He exhibited baiting of wild Beaſts, not only in 
the Grque, but in every quarter of the City ; and 
Sword-plays with ſuch cruelty, that Auguſtus ha- 
ving admoniſh'd him privately in vain, he was ne- 
ceſlitated to reſtrain him by an Edit on pur- 
ſe. 
754 Being married to Antonia the Elder, he had a 
Son by her, worthy indeed to be theFather of Nero,as 
one that was deteſtable in every part of his life'; in 
his youth he accompanied C. Ceſar in a journey he 
made into the Levant, in which he flew one of his 
freedmen ; for no other cauſe, but for refuſing tc 
drink as much as he commanded; being diſcharg' 
therefore from the Company of hisfrietids, he' fed 
his life with no lefs exorbitance than before ; for itt 
the Via Apia hedrove his Chariot over a boy on puit* 
poſe, and trode him to death; and'in Rome, inthe 
middle of the Forum, he pull'd out a Gentleman 
eye for reprehending him with more than ordinar 
. liberty. His perfidiouſneſs was ſo great, thathen 
only defeated the Goldſmiths of the prices of ſuch 
Commodities as they had bonght ; bur in his Ptz3 
torſhip he defrauded the victors in theChariotConr- 
fes,of the rewards of their Victory ; for which tricks 
his Siſter having merrily rebuk*d him; - and the Ma- 
. Rersof the Faftzons made their ſolemn complaints, 
he ordain*d, That for the future the ſud prices and 
rewavads ſhould be paid them forthwith. Abeut the lat- 
| Y 2 ter 
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ter end of the Reign of Tiberius he was accus'd of 
Treaſon, Adulteries and inceſt with his Siſter Lepida, 
but he eſcap'd his puniſhment by the alteration of 
the times,and died at Pyrge of a Dropſie,leaving Ne- 
xo his Son by Agrippinathe Daughter of Germanicus, 
6. Nero was born at Antium on the fifteenth of 
December, about Nine Months after the death of Ti- 
berixs, he came into the World ſo exaCtly at ſun ri- 
ſing, that his beams may be ſaid to have touch'd him 
before they fell upon the earth. Amongſt the man 
ill preſages which happen'd upon his Birth(of which 
ſeveral were very dreadful) his Father Domztius his 
Expreſſion waslook'd upon as one; whobeing con- 
gratulated by his Friends upon the birth of his Son, 
made an{wer, That there could nothing proceed from 
Agrippina and him, but what was deteſtable, and pernt- 
tous tothe Commonwealth : Of the ſame future infe- 
\ licity, there was an evident ſignalſo on the day he 
was named ; for Caligulabeing deſired by his Siſter 
t gi the Child what name he thought good ; the 
Perour xing fits Eyes upon Clandzus (his Unkle 
by whom when he was Emperour afterwards, Nero 
was adopted)declared ne gave him his name, which 
he did more, in merriment than carneſt ; and yet 4 
grippina took if exceedingly ill, Clandius at that time 
hang the only laughing-ſtock of the Court. When 
e was three years old he loſt his Father,who lefthim 
his heir butin a third part,and it had been well if he 
could have received all that : but his Coheir Cazs 
having ſeized upon the Goods, and his Mother be- 
ing baniſh'd, he was reduc'd to that condition, he 
Was forc'd to be brought up in the houſe of Lep! 
his Aunt,under the Pzdagogy of a Dancing-Malter, 
and a Barber., But Claudius arriving at the Empire, 
he not only recovered his Fathers Eſtate, but was 
Very 
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yery much enrich'd by the inheritance of Criſps 

| Paſſienus his Father-in-law; His Mother likewiſe be- 
ing recalPd, and having wrought her ſelf into the 
favour of the Emperour, he became ſo conſiderable, 
that he gave occaſion of . Jealouſie to Maſſal- 
na the Wife of Qaudius: infomuch that it was ge- 
nerally reported ſhe imployed ſeveral perſons to 
ſtrangle him as he was aſleep after dinner; ſuppoling 
him to have deſigned himſelf a Competitor with Br- 

* tannicus;, and it was added to the ſtory that they 
were diverted from their Enterprize by a Dragon, 
whichcoming ſuddenly from under hisPillow,fright- 
ed them away. That which gave foundation to this 
Fable, was, That there was found about his Bolſter 
the reliques of a Serpent, which by his Mothers com- 
mand were inclos*d in a Bracelet of Gold, and wore 
along timeafterwards upon his right arm; atlength 
abhorring any Monument or Memorial of his Mo- 
ther he threw them away, but would gladly have 
had them again in his ſubſequent extremities, but 
could not recover them. 

7. Before he was yet arriv'd at the fourteenth 
year of his age, he made himſelf eminent in the Gr- 
cenſian Games, and eſpecially in a Combat a la Troy- 
enne. At eleven years old he was adopted by Cand 
us; and Annes Seneca (who was a Senator at that 

' time) had the care of his inſtitution ; it 1s reported 
that Seneca dreamt the next night, he was Feng 
Caligula; which Nero made good in a ſhort time, dif- 
covering the ſame marks of inhumanity and ill na- 

* ture, in the firſt experiments he could give; for ta- 
king it with great indignation that after his. adopti- 
on, his Brother Briannicus ſaluted him by the name 
of e/Enobarbus as he was wont to do before ; he en- 
deavour'd to perſwade his Father, he was ſuppoſitt- 
Y 3 tious 
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tious and a Changling. His Aunt Lepida being in 
affliction, be bare teſtimony againſt her in open 
Court, to gratifie his Mother, who was the perſon 
which proſecuted her ſeverely. Being call*d to the 
Bar, at. the firſt pleading he made, he promiſed the 

eople a Conglary, or Dole, and a Donative to the 

ouldier. Having proclaim'd a Tournament, he 
rid himſelf to the Liſts at the head of the Przto- 
rian Cohorts, with aShield in his hand; afterwards 
he gave his Father thanks ſolemnly in the Senate, 
and being Conſul, made a Latine Oration in behalf 
of the Bononians, and another in Greek for the 
Rhodzans, and the Inhabitants of 1;um. He began 
to exerciſe a Juriſdiction, as Governour of the 
WY upon the Holy-dayes of the Latines; in which 

e fate publickly to hear Cauſes, receiving and dif- 
culling ſeveral Pleas and Declarations with great 
patience, which were brought into the Court by the 
moſt conſiderable Advocates of the City ; not for- 
mal and ſhort” ones, as is cuſtomary, but moſt im- 
portant, and many which were earneſtly moved; 


which was contrary toan expreſs EdiCt of Claudzus.. 


A while after he married Oftavia, and exhibited the 
divertiſement of wilde Beaſts,and.Gircenſian Games, 
for the proſperity of Claudius. | 
8. On the ſeventeenth year of his age, the death 
of Cla:dius being publickly known, ( having cho- 
ſenthe moſt propitious hour of the day to make his 
entrance upon the Empire, all the reſt of that day 
having been dire and portentous) he went forth 
amongſt his Guards : and being faluted Emperour 
by them before the ſtairs of his Palace, he was 
carried in a Litter iato the Camp, and from thence 
having made a ſhort Speech to the Souldiers, he 
hurried away 1n great haſte to the Senate, ww 
1C 
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he continued till Evening, and refus'd none of the 
immenſe honours accumulated upon him, but the 
Title of Pater Patrie, Father of his Countrey, and that 
ia conſideration of his youth. 

9g. Beginning his Empire in this manner, with a 
pretended oftentation of Piety, he made a molt 
magnificent Funeral for Clandins, prais'd him ina 
ſolemn Oration, and Conſecrated hum when he had 
done. He perform'd great honours likewiſe to the 
memory of his Father Domitius : He gave his Mo- 
ther an abſolute Juriſdiction in all things, both 
publick and private : The firſt day of his Govern- 
ment,to the Officer that attended him for the word, 
he gave only this, Optima Mater, my beſt Mother ;, 
an] was many times afterwards ſeen publickly with 
her in the ſame Litter : He eſtabliſh'd a Colony at 
Antium, 1n which he plac'd ſeveral of his Veteran 
_ Souldiers, drawn out of his Pretorian Cohorts, un- 
der the Command of the moſt wealthy of his Offi- 
cers, after he had forc'd them to remove their hab1- 
tations, where he made a Harbour allo art an incre- 
dible expence. 

10. To give yeta more certain and acceptable 
teſtimony of his good Nature, he declar'd he would 
manage his affairs, and govern his people, according 
ro the Model of Auguſtus, and omit no occaſion of 
ſhewing his liberality, clemency, and courteſte. 
Great lmpoſitions he either took away quite, or 
reduc'd them to a competent moderation. The re- 
wards due to Informers againſt ſuch as tranſgreſs'd 
againſt the Law Papian, he retrench*d to a fourth. 
He diſtributed 400 Seſterces apiece to cach of the 
people : To ſuch of the Senators as were poor, and 
iffultriouſly deſcended, he allow'd annual Salaries, 
to the value ſometimes of 500009 Seſterces, beſides 
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a gratuity of Corn, which he allow'd monthly to 
his Pretorian Bands. Being deſired one day to ſet 
his hand to a Warrant, for the Execution of a con- 
demn'd perſon, What would I give (ſaid he) that 
I hnew not how to write or read ? He was of ſo happy 
a memory, he faluted all the Orders of the City 
particularly by their names : The Senate giving him 
thanks: for the juſtneſs of his Adminiſtration, here- 
ply*d with ſingular modeſty, Let that alone till T de- 
ſerveit. He was ſo much inclining to Popularity, 
that he admitted the common ſort of people to his 
Exerciſes in the Field of Jars. He declaimed in 
publick many times; He recited Verſes of his own 
making, and that not only privately in his ewn 
Houſe, but publickly upon the Theatre, and with 
ſo general an applauſe, a ſolemn Service and Pro- 
ceſlion was appointed in honour of them, and ſome 
of them decreed to be writ in Letters of Gold, and 
dedicated to Fupiter Capitolinus. 

11. He gave them the diverſion of ſundry forts 
of Shows, as the Zuvenal, and Circenſian Games, 


Stage-plays, and Sword-fights, and others : in'the ' 
Fuvenal paſtimes, he admitted old Conſularies, and ' 


Matrons; in the Circenſian Games, he appropria- 
ted a place for the Roman Knights, in which they 
were private, and apart from the reſt of the people ; 
and exhibited Courſes, with Chariots drawn by 
four Camels. Such Plays as were inſtituted for the 
Eternity of the Empire, were by his order call'd 
Maxim, in which perſons of both Orders and Sexes 
acted their parts: A Knight of moſt eminent qua- 
lity in the City, pranc'd down a ſteep deſcent upon 
an Elephant. There was acted alſo a Roman Co- 
medy, compos'd by Afranms, and intituled [ncen- 
dium, 10 which- permiſſion was granted to the 

| Actors, 
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Ators, torifle the Houſe as it was burning, and to 
take to themſelves what of the Houſhold-ſtuff they 
could catch. During theſe paſtimes, there was not 
a day but he ſcatter'd a thouſard'Tickets, for all 
ſorts of things amongſt the people, as for Birds of 
ſeveral kinds, Corn, Cloths, Go'd, Silver, Gems, 
Pearl, Pictures, Slaves, Horſes, and tamed Beaſts ; 
and at laſt he gave them Ships, Houſes, Iſlands, and 
Eſtates, according to the Billets they produc'd, 
in which the names of all thoſe things were 
written. 

12, He beheld theſe Plays fromthemoſt eminent 
part of the Theatre : He built a Theatre of Wood 
ina years time, not far from the Field of Mars, in 
which he preſented them with Sword-fights, but 
without — body to be killd, nay though 
he were a Malefactor. He brought into the Liſt 
400 Senators, and 600 Reman Gentlemen, (of good 
quality and Eſtates) to fight at ſharp, beſides 
others (not inferiour to them) to bait the wild 
Beaſts, and proſtitute themſelves to the moſt abje& 
Offices of the Stage. He exhibited in like manner 
a Naval Fight upon Salt-water, with great Beaſts 
ſwimming in it ; and infranchis'd ſeveral young - 
Gentlemen which were Strangers, for having per- 
form'd their parts handſomely in the Pyrrhick 
Dances. Inone of theſe Balls, by moſt admirable 
deſign, it was contriv'd that a Bull ſhould leap 
| Paſiphae, who was hidden ina Machine of Wood 
in the ſhape of a Cow; and it was acted fo well, 
that many of the Spectators beliey'd it was really 
ſo indeed. In the repreſentation of Icarus, he 
which perſonated him, atthe very firſt attempt of 
his flying, fell down ſo near the Emperours Box, 
that he was beſprinkled with his blood. He fate 


as 
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as Preſident very ſeldom at theſe Plays; his manner 
was moſt uſually to peep thorow a kind of a Lettice, 
but at laſt the whole Gallery was open'd, and he 
beheld them there. He was the firſt which ever Þ 
inſtituted Q5nquennial Contelts, or Prizes in Rong, 
after the Cultom of the Greeks, and they were of 
three forts, Muſick, Wraſtling, and Horſemanſhip, 
which were called Neronza. Having dedicated hig 
Baths, and a place peculiar for alli ſorts of Exer: 
Ciſes, he allow'd Oyl for the Senators and Gentle- 
men gratzs, ordaining perſons for Judges which had 
been Conſuls, to be eleCted by Lot, and ſit in the 
Place of the Prztors. After this he came down into 
the Orcheſtra amongſt the Senators ; and the Crown | 
'which was prepar*d for the prize and reward of 
him that ſhould tranſcend in Latine Proſe, and 
Verſe, (for which the moſt eminent perſons of the 
City contended) being by their conſent adjudg'd 
to him, he accepted very willingly, The flattery 
of the Judges having preſented him with a Harp, 
he adored it,and commanded it to be carried to the 
Statue of Auguſtus. On the day in which the 
(Gymnick, Games were celebrated in the Septa,. he 
was ſhaKd the firſt time, (againſt the great Sacri- 
fice call'd Buthyſia ) and having caus'd his Beard to 
beinclos'd in a Golden Box, ſet richly about with 
pretious Stones, he conſecrated it to Zupiter Capite- 
limes ; and becauſe the Prielts of Ceres at Olympia, 
were allow'd to ſee the ſpectacles of Wraſt- 
' ling, he invited the Veſtal Virgins to ſee his Cham-' 
10NS. 

13. Amongſt thenumber of his Shows, we may 
put (and not improperly) the entrance of Tir: 
aates King of Armenia into the City. The day de- 
ſigned for his reception, by publick Edi: was pu 
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off by reaſon of ill weather for ſome time; but at 

length it proving fau, his Guards were plac'd about 

the Temples in the Forum, in tzeir Aims, and he 

" appcar'd ſitting npon a Throne of Ivory before the 
Roſtra, in his T:wumphal habit, in the midlt of his 
Military Enſigns and Banners. In this pomp and 
formality he receiv'd.T widates, who threw himſelf 
immediately at his feet, but he took him up again 

with his right hand, aad kiſs'd him : after which 
having taken off his Tzara, he put the Diadem upon 
his head, and a perſon which had been Pretor be- 
ing appointed to interpret, he pronounc'd aloud to 
the people whatever Tiridates ſaid. After which 

- the Emperour brought him into the Theatre, where 

Tiridates having made new Complements of ſub- 
miſſion and humility, he took him and plac'd him 
on his right ſide next to himſelf: Whereupon he 
was faluted Emperour; and having caus'd a Crown 
of Laurel to be carried intothe Capitol, he ſhut up 
the Temple of Zanws, as a token of univerſal peace 
and tranquillity. 

'- 14. Heexercis'dthe Office of Conſul four times ; 
the firſt, for two months; the ſecond and the laſt, 
for ſix; and the third, for four : The ſecond and the 
third were ſucceſſive, but the other two with ſome 
years of intermiſſion between. 

I5. In his ordinary Juriſdiction, he ſeldom gave 
anſwer to any, motion or Petition, till the next day, 
and then alwayes in writing, to avoid miſtake: In 
ſuch Cauſes as were diſcuſs'd before him, his me- 
thod was, to diſpatch them by turns, in the ſame 
order they were preſented. Having receiv'd the 
Opinions of the Judges diſtin&tly in writinghe read 
them privately by himſelf, but gave Judgment 

. according to his own fancy. It was a long time 
| | | cforc 
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before he could be perſwaded to admit the Sons of 
Libertines into the Senate, and to ſuch of them as 
had been preferr'd by his Predeceſſors, he deny'd 
all honourable impioyment. To fweeten and ſup. 
port {uch Candidatzs as were ſupernumerary, and 
loſt their Elections, and to make them the more 
patient of their delay, he pu them the Command 
of his Legions. He conferr'd the Conſulſhip moſt 
commonly but for three months ; and if either of 
the Conlſu!s died before the Calends of Fanuary, he 
never ſubſtiruted any in his place ; abominating the 
reſident of Caninins Rebilus, who was Conſul but 
for oneday. He vonchſafed the Triumphal Orna- 
ments, and thoſe which belong*d to the Queltorian 
Dignity, to ſome of the Equeſtrian Order, and that 
without reſpect of any ſervice perform*d by them 
in the Wars, to deſerve them. The accounts which 
were ſent to the Senate in ſome ſort” of affairs he 
communicated to them by the Confuls, paſling by 
and walving the Office of the Quzſtor, to whom it 
properly belong'd. 

16, He invented a new model for Houſes, con- 
triving a kind of Gallery or Gatehouſe before every 
one of them, from the Battlements of which they 
might be able to beat off or avert any accident by 
fire, and thoſe he promis'd to build at his own 
charges. He had a reſolution likewiſe to extend the 

Yalls of the City as far as Oftia, fram whence he 
deſign'd, by the help of a Canal, to bring the Sea 
into the Old Town. Many things he reformed in 
his time, and many things inſtituted anew : He 
moderated their luxury in Entertainments,reducing - 
their ſet and ſolemn Feaſts, to diſtributions and pri- 
vate Collations. He forbad by Proclamation the 
ſelling of any thing boyl'd in Taverns, _ 

Pulle 
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Pulſe and Herbs, whereas before that they were 
allow*d to fell all forts of meat : He perſecuted the 
Chriſtians very ſeverely, by reaſon of the novelty 
of their Superſtition. The ſports of the Charioteers: 
(who by lon ng practice had got a liberty of cheat- 
= and pilfering (as it were in jeſt) whatever 
- came in their way) he forbad alſo or ſuppreſs'd 

as likewiſe the factions of the Mimicks and 
Buffons, whom he baniſh'd, with the Actors them- 
ſelves. 

17, To prevent Forgeries, it was contrived at 
that time, that no Tables or Books ſhould be 
ligned or ſealed, before they were ſtruck through, 
and a thread drawn three times through the holes : 
That in all Wills, the two firſt Tables ſhould have 
nothing written in them, but the Names of the 
Teſtators, and that they ſhould be ſhew'd as blanks 
to the perſons which were to ſeal ; that the perſon 
which drew the Will, ſhould not be capable of a 
Legacy,to prevent foiſting i in his own name among{[t 
the relt of the Legacies : Beſides theſe regulations, 
he ordain'd alſo, that ſuch Clients as had Suits de- 
pending, ſhould pay certain and reaſonable Fees 
to their Advocates, and no more; but for the 
Seats or Benches of Court, they ſnould pay nothing 
at all, there being allowance for that out of. the 
Exchequer : That the Actions before the Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, ſhould be removed into 
the Common Pleas, before the Judges and Dele- 
gates, and that from the ſaid Judges no App 
ſhould Ilye, but to the Senate themſelves. 

18. Having neither hopes nor deſign of Propa- 
gating, his Empire, he had once thoughts of with- 
drawing his Army out of Britain, and had certainly 
done it, had it not been for ſhame, and fear of 
eclipling 


334 The Life of Nero Cafar. 


eclipling the Glory his Father had gain'd in thoſe : 
pa. ts. All that he did which was memorable, way 
only this, he reduc'd Pontxs into a Province, and 
that too by the conſent of Polemon their King ; and 
(when Cortizs was dead) he did as much for a King: 
dom upon the Alpes. 

Ig. He never undertook but two Expeditions 
into Foreign parts, one into Alexandria, and the 
other into Achaia; That into Alexandria, he gave 
over the very day he took his reſolution, difcou- 
rag'd partly by a Religious ſcruple, and partly 
by the danger of the Enterprize: For having 
gone in ſolemn Proceſſion about all the Temples in 
the City, and having ſate himſelf down at laſt in 
the Temple of Yeſta, when he aroſe again, his Gown 
was hung to the ſeat, and immediately there was 
fach a miſt before his eyes, as took away his 
fFght. Being arriv'd in Achaia, he propoſed to 
make a cut thorow the /thmrs, in order to a 
communication of the two Seas; and having 
aſſembled his Pretorian Cohorts, he made a 
Speech to them to begin the work chearfully ; and 
for their greater encouragement, he commanded 
the ſignal to be given with a Trumpet ; and having 
digg*d the firſt Scuttle full himſelf, he carried tt 
away upon his own ſhoulders. He made prepa- 
ration hkewife for an Expedition to the Caſpian 
Gates, having liſted a new Legion of 7ralian young 
men, each of them of ſix foot high, which he called 
the Squadron of Alexander the Great, Thus far 
I have mentioned ſuch of his Actions az were either 
praiſe-worthy, or innocent; and i have put them 
together, to ſeparate and di{ringuiſh them from the 
wicked and deteſtable Actions, which I ſhall ſpeak 
of hereafter. 


20, Among 
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20. Among the reſt of the Sciences which he had 
tearn'd in his minority, he had a particular eſteem 
for Muſick ; inſomuch that as ſoon as he had poſſe 

ſed himſelf of his Empire, he ſent immediately for 
' Trepnus, who was the moſt famous perſon for his 
$kill upon the Harp in thoſe times; being arriv'd 
| helik'd hishand ſo well, that he paſs'd _y the time 
every night in hearing him play,and ſing,ſometimes 
till it was very late; at length by his aſſiduous at- 
tention, he became capable of doing ſomething him- 
ſelf; and was ſo much delighted with that kind of 
Inſtrument, that he obſerv*d the ſame rules which 
the Maſters in thoſe profeſſions were accuſtomed to 
practice; either for the conſervation,or ſtrengthning 
of their Voices, He us'd to lie down upon. his back, 
and lay a thin plate of lead upon his ſtomach, purg- 
ed, and vomited often ; abſtain'd from Apples and 
al! meats reputed prejudicial to his Voice till at laſt 
being conceited of his proficiency, he would needs 
appear upon the Stage, and ſing publickly before 
People, though his Voice was neither ſtrong,nor 
clear ;, alledging a Greek Proverb ordinarily to his 
friends, That conceal'd Muſick was not valued at all. 
The firſt place he ſhew'd his abilities in that kind, was 
in Naples; where though the Theatre was ſhaken 
with aſudden Farth-quake, and in no ſmall danger 
of falling ; yet he would not give over till he had fi- 
niſh*d the Song he had began. In the ſame place 
he ſang for ſeveral days together, without any in- 
termiſſion, more than for the refreſhment of his 
Voice; and being grown impatient of tiving pri- 
vately at home, he could not forbear ſhowing him- 
ſelf upon the Theatre as ſoon as he came out. of his 
Baths; and having feaſted publickly in the Orche- 
ftra,in the preſence ofthe people, he promiſed them 
in 
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in Greek, That when be had bs his throat, be 
would give them a Leſſon upon a Baſe note. Being, much 
delighted with the praiſes of ſome Alexandrians 
which were but lately arrived at: Naples, he ſent for 
more of them over in great haſte : beſides theſe he 
ſelected a certain number of young Gentlemen of 
the Equeſtrian Order,and above 5ooo of the luſtieſt 


' young men among[t the Commons, which being di- 


vided into Squadrons, were to learn the three ſeve. 
ral ſorts of applauſes ; one of them reſembling the 
humming of Bees, the other the falling of rain up 
on the Tiles, and the laſt, the clattering of earthen 
Veſlels one againſt another. Whilſt he was fingin 

he was attended by ſome of theſe Youths, the hand- 
fomelt could be found, who were alwates richly ha- 
bited, their hair powder'd and perfum'd with all 
poſſible advantage, and a ring of great value upon 
their left hand ; Hoe whoſe particular Education and 
Conduct he appointed Governours, and allow'd 


them 400000 Seſterces for their penſions. 


21. He was ſoſtrangely tranſported withMuſick, 
and Singing,that he renewed the Neronear Priles in 
Rome, before the time appointed at their firſt inſti 
tution. The people which were about him, deſiring 
one day in flattery to hear his Heavenly Voice, he 
told them, That being ſo importnnate, they ſhould 
bave it if they pleas'd, but it muſt be (publickly ) in the 
Gardens; But the Souldiers then upon the Guard, 
joyning their prayers to the reſt, he promis'd to ſa- 
tisfie them immediately, and without more ado, he 
entred his name in the liſt of Profeſſors. of Muſick, 
and having put in his lot into the Urne amongſt the 
relt of the Harpers, he entred uponthe Theatre ac: 
cording to his lot, the Captain of his Guard carry: 
1ng his Harp after him; the Tribunes of the Aray 

attend- 
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attending him with the moſt intimate of his friends. 
Having ſpoken his Prologue, he fate down, and by 
the Mouth of Cluvins Rufus a Conſulary tan, he 
acquainted the people, that he would repreſent the 
ſtory of NViobe, which he perform'd accordingly, 
and held itout till it was near the tenth hour of the 
day ; and that he might have more frequent occali- 
on of ſinging, he put off and deferred the relt of the 
conteſt, and the diſtribution of the prizes till the 
next year : But fancying that alſo ſomething too 
long, he forbore not to preſent himſelf uſually at all 
mblick ſhews: In private plays likewiſe, he was 
not aſhamed to play his part oy the reſt of the 
Actors, and to accept of a Million of Seſterces 
which were offered him by one ofthe Pretors: He 
ſang Tragedies in diſguiſes, perſonating the Heroes 
and Gods, the Goddeſlesand great Ladies of anti- 
ent times, with V1zards and Masks adapted to his 
face, and the womans, according as he loved her ; 
amonglt other things, he ſung and atted CANLACE. 
# travail; Oreſtes murdering his Mother Oedipus 
png out bis own eyes, and Hercules in a Frenzy, 
hn, which, laſt repreſentation, it is reported that 
young Souldier at that time upon the Guard in 
e Theatre, ſeeing the Emperour dreſt, and bound 
in chains, as the argument required, ſuppoſing if 
ol violence, he ran into his relief ir. good ear- 
neſt. 
22, . From his infancy, he was a great lover of 
' Horſes, and would talk often of the Circenſian Games, 
though he was forbidden; Being rebuked by his 
Maſter upon a time, for lamenting a diſaſter which 
had befallen a Manager of the Chariots of the green 
faction, who falling from his Chariot, was dragg'd 
pp and down the Courſe, Lo put it off with an ex 
| | Cue 


238 The Life of Nero Czfar. 
Cuſe, and proteſted, He ſpake of no body but Heftor, || | 
In the beginning of his Reign he entertain*d himſelf I, 
daily at a Game with Chariots of Ivory on a board, 
and there was nothing to be ſeen in the Grcenus, how | 
flight and mconſiderable ſoever, but he would leave |. 
his retirements tobe there, incognito at firſt, but 
afterwards publickly, ſo as every one knew what 
day he would be preſent. Having intimated that 
he would augment the number of prizes, the cour. 
ſes were multiplied, and protracted till it grew late 
in the Evening, and the Maſters of the Factions be: 
came ſo malepert, they would not vouchfafe to 
bringout their Squadrons, unleſs they might be af- 
fured to run all day long. By degrees he tooka 
fancy of driving a Chariot himſelf, and delighted 
to be frequently ſeen. Having takenhis rudimen 
and firſt practice in the Gardens anongſt the Slaves 
and inferiour ſort of people, heexpos'd himſelf at 
length in the Grand Grens, to the eyes of all : oi 
of his Freed-men giving the fignal with a Napkin 
from the ſame place where the Magiſtrates were 
wont to doit. 'Nor was he contented to have givet 
experiments of his skill and rreny' ih Rome, but 
he muſt need go into Achaia (as I faid before) to 
perform as much there. All the Cities in which there 
were any prizesfor Muſick having taken a refoluti- 
on to ſend the Crowns deſigned for the Players upon 
the Harp unto him; he took it ſo kindly, he not 
only preferr*'d their Embaſſadours, and gavethem 
audience before any of the reſt, but he admitted 
them to an entertainment he made for his moſt par- 
ticular friends : and being defired by one of them as 
they were ſitting at ſupper. to = them a Song, he 
granted his requeſt, and (tranſported with their ex- 
travagant applaule) cry'd out, The Greeks were _ 
only 
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erſons had a good ear, that none but they were 

worthy of him, and his endeavours. Neither did he 

off his Voyage any longer, for as ſoon as he 

| nn croſs'd over the Sea to Caſſiope, he began to ſing 
immediately before'the Altar of Zupsrer Caſſins. 

23. After this, he was one at all prizes whatever : 
Thoſe Games which formerly celebrated at more re- 
mote times, he reduc'd into the compaſs of a'year, 
reiterating ſome of them upon occaſion, and adding 
aMuſick prize to the Olympick exerciſes, contra- 
= the precedent cuſtom of the place. He was 

much addicted to the ſorts of diverſions, that he 
made them his whole buſineſs and ſtudy ; and be- 

p ſolicited earneſtly upon a time, by Helis one 

is Free-men, that he would return and be preſent 
atthe adminiſtration of the City affairs, he writ 
him word back again in theſe terms, Though #t be 
your deſire and advice I ſbould return with all dzligerce, 
yet you ought rather to wiſh, that Nero may return wor- 
thy of himſelf. Whilſt he was ſinging, 1t wasnot per- 
' mitted to any man to depart the Theatre, uponany 
gecaſion though never ſo neceſſary ; inſomuch that 
it is reported women were delivered there, and {6 
yeral perſons ſo tyred, with the tediouſheſs and flat- 
tery of the applauſes, - (the Gates of the _ being 
{hut up) that they either leap'd privately over The 
wall, or elſe fell down, and diſſembled themſelves 
dead, that they might be carried out as to their by- 
rials. It is ſcarce to be believed with what fear and 
anxiety, with what emulation of his adverſaries, 
with what apprehenſion of his Judges, he contended 
mtheſe prizes, He was ſo mean and poor ſpirited, 
that he obſery*d and pryed intoevery thing relating 
to his Competitors; if they were of the fame con- 
- dition and quality, he _ + things fair with ther 
2 out- 
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Outwardly,but traduc'd them'under hand, and took 
all wayes poſlible to diſparage them behind their 
backs; if they were indiſputably better skilPd, hig 
way was then to bribe and corrupt them with pre- 
ſents: And for the Judges he accoſted them -with 
great reyerence,: and told them,” That he had-done 
what was poſſible to be done, but that the event was ini 
the bands of Fortune, that being wiſe and learned men 
as; they were, ut belong'd to them to exclude things of 
fartune and chance, The Judges animating and ins 
conraging him by their fair words, he withdrew bet: 
ter ſatisfied a little, yet it was ſeldom without jea: 
 lowfie 3. for ifany ofthem had ſaid nothing, he took 
not their ſilence for-an effect: of their modeſty, ; but 
onthe Contrary imputed it to. the doggedneſs and 


malignity of their. nature, and could not forbear 


declaring that he had them in Suſpicion. W. 
:+124. .Jn all his contentions he was ſo ſtrict and 
ual an obſeryer of the Laws, that he never 
dugſt venturetoſpit,: nor to wipe the ſweat- off of 
thus forehead, with any thing but hisarm: Ina Tre 
gedy in which he aCted one day, his Baton falling 
Sptof.his hand, he took it up again immediately, 
but it:was in-ſuch diſorder, and fear of being reject 
for that miſcarriage, that he could not recolle® 
elf till one of the ACtors in flattery aſſured him 
with an oath,that theſhoutsand acclamations of the 
-people being ſo great, ſo ſmalla thing as that could 
nat be obſeryed. When he was Victor in any prize, 
his: cuſtom was, to pronounce his own Victory 
himſelf, for which cauſe he was in perpetual- con 
.tention with the Cryer. And tothe end that there 
-might remain no Monument orFootſtepof any other 
Victers, hecommanded their ſtatues to be pull'd 
down inall places, to be dragged along the __ 
an 


; 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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andthrown into the Common-ſhores. He diverted 
himſelf many times with managing the Chariot 3 
in the Olympick Games, he drove one with ten 
Horſes ; thoughin one of his Poems he reproach'd 
King Mithridates for doing the fame : His Courſe 
was ſo furious, he was thrown out of his Box,where 
being remounted again, and not able to continue, 
he gave over before he had finiſh'd his Carter; yet 
he carried the prize nevertheleſs: At his departure 
from thence, he enfranchiſed the whole Province, 
made the Judges free of the City, beſides confider- 
- of panner which he gave them in 'ready money, 
which bountiful ations he proclaim*d publickly with 
his own Mouth, from the middle of the courſe on 
the day they celebrated the /thmian Games. 

25. Being returned from Greece to Naples, he en- 
tred into the Town through a breach in the Wall 
according to the Cuſtom of Victors) in a Chariot 

wn with white Horſes, that being the place in 
which he had firſt improv'd himſelf in thoſe Arts. 
Theſame Courſe he obſerv'd in his entries at Ants 
um, Albanum and Rome, where he entred in the 
ſame Chair in which Augyſtus made his Triamph, 


habited in a Purple Robe, his Mantle ſtudded with 


ſtars of Gold, with an Olympick Crown upon his 
head, a PythickCrown in his right hand, and others 
carried before him in great Pomp, with inſcriptions 
not only where and whom he conquer'd, bat the very 
Jubjeft and argument. of each fable and ſong. Imme- 
diately after his Chariot, followed a throng of peo- 
ple, with their acclamations and applauſes accord- 
ing tothe manner ofan Ovation, crying out with a 


| Joud voice, they were Auguſtians, and the Souldiers 
. of bis Triumph. From thence, ring caus'd an 


Arch of the Grand Grque to be beaten down) he 
| & 3 March'd 
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march*d through the Velabrum and Forum, ſtraight 
up to the Palatizm, and from thence to the Temple 
of Apollo : In his paſſage ſacrifices were offer'd all 
along,Aaffron ſtrewed about the ſtreets, Birds were 
let fiy, and Libands and Juncklets thrown amongſi 
the people. Being arrived at his Palace, they hung 
the Crowns which he had won at thoſe ſacred con- 
teſts, round about his bed, upon ſeveral of his Sta: 
tucs in the habit ofa Harper, with which upzceſs 
on he caus'd his Money to be ſtamp'd. After this he 
was ſo far from remitting any thing of his ſtudies in 
this kind, that for the preſervation of his Voice, he 
never made ſpeech to his Souldiers more,but ſignif, 
ed his pleaſure to them either in writing, or by the 
month of another Man. Nor would he do any thing 
either ſeriouſly or in merriment unleſs his Pho- 
zaſcus (who had the care of his voice) was by, to 
admoniſh him to take heed he did not ſtrain himſelf 
too much, and to thruſt his handkerchief to his 
Mouth if he perſiſted : In ſhort, he was ſo jealous 
and ſo ambitious of the glory of linging and playing 
well, that he profeſt himſelf a friend or an Enemy: 
wat as every man commended him more or ' 
OI 
26. At firſt he endeavoured to conceal his Pe 
tulancy, luft, luxury,avarice and cruelty, as if he 
had deſigned to have them thought only the extra- 
yagancies of his youth ; but it was clear enough to 
. every body, they were the effects of his Nature. As 
ſoonasthe Evening was ſhyt in,he put on a diſguiſe, 
and away amongſt the Taverns and Victualing 
houſes, wandring and playing about the ſtreets, 
beating ſuch as he found late abroad, wound: 
ſuch as reſiſted, drenching them in the houſes 
Office; breaking up ſhops and plundering Sans 
wacn 


|. Gulf, Booths were ſet up along the 


- we wwe i720 '** 
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when he had done; having firſt eſtabliſh'd a Fair, or 
Market in his houſe, where all that he ſtole or pil- 
lged were expoſed to ſale. However in theſe frol- 
licks he ran a hazard many times, not only of lo- 
fing his Eyes, but his life, Once he was battered 
almoſt to death, by a Senator, to whoſe Wife he 
had offer*d ſome incivility ; and thereupon he ne- 
yer went abroad fo late afterwards, but he had ſome 
of the Officers of his Guards following him private- 
ly at a diſtance. In the day time being convey'd in 


a Chair into the Theatre, he not only beheld the 


quarrels and mutinies of the Players from the up- 
per part of the Proſceninm, but he ſet them to- 
_ by the Ears, and when they were engaged, 

etook great delight in throwing Stones, and pieces 
of Wood amonglt people, -with which he once 
brake the head ofa Prztor. 

27. But by degrees his Vices increas'd ſo, that 
he laid aſide all pretence of jeſting or ſhame, and 
without all care of concealing or excuſing what he 
did, he flew out into greater and more publick ex- 
orbitancies. He ſpun out his Meals from noon to 
midnight, refreſhing himſelf often with hot or cold 
Baths, according to the ſeaſon of the year, or the 
variety of the weather. He feaſted many times alſo 
in publick, ſometimes in the Naumachia, or place 
deligned for the Naval Combats, ſometimes in the 
Field of Mars, and ſometimes in the Grand Greus, 
attended by the moſt debauch'd and moſt infamous 
women of the whole City. As often as he went 
down the Tiber to Oftia, or paſs'd by the Basar 

Bc and 
women diſpoſed at their ſeveral doors, to invite 
and allure him on either ſhore, He invited himſelf 
to Sypper likewiſe to me more particular Frnneh 

4 an 
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and they treated him uſually with ſo mnch mag- 
nificence, that one of them ſpent 400 millions of 
Sefterces on a Sweet-bag,at one Entertainment; and 
another ſomething more, in Roſes, odoriferous Di- 
ſtilations, and Perfumes. - 

28, Belides his unnatural converſation withBoys, 
and his adulteries with married Women, he de- 
flowered a Veſtal Virgin calPd Rxbria : He was 
very near marrying of Ate, who was no more than 
a Freed-woman ; though he brib'd and ſuborn'd 
certain perſons who had been Conſuls, to ſwear and 
allert that ſhe was of Royal Extraction. Having 
caus'd a youth named Sporas to be gelt, his folly 
was ſo great, that he endeavour'd to transform him 
quite intoa Woman; after which he married him, 
with the uſual formalities of a Dowry, and Urile, 
and kept him afterwards in his houſe in the quality 
of his Wife : upon which occaſion it was wittily 
ſaid, That the World had been happy, if Nero's Fa- 
ther Domitins had had no better a Spouſe. He caus'd 
this Sporzs to be dreſs'd up in the habit of an Em- 
preſs, and carrying him ina Litter, he accompanied' 
him publickly in the Aſſizes and Market Towns of 
Greece, and afterwards'in Rome about the Street 
Sivillaria, killing him frequently as they paſs'd 
along. It is nbt doubted atal], but he had a paſſio- 
nate deſire to lye with his own Mother ; but he was 
diverted from that, by certain of her back friends, 
who apprehended leſt ſo great a favour ſhould make 
her (who was proud and high enough already) 
much more inſolerit and miſchievous: And as a 
mark of his inceſtuous deſires, having underſtood 
therewas a Lady at that time extremely like his 
Mother Azgrippina, he ſent for her, and receiv'd her 
amongſt his Concubines. It is reported __ 

| | tnaTt 
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that whenever he rode alone in the Litter with his 
Mother, he had his inceſtuous dalliances with her, 
which were diſcover'd by the ſpotting and pollution 
of his Clothes. 

\ 29. He profſtituted himſelf in ſuch manner to all 
* forts ofuncleanneſs, that there was ſcarce a part in 
his body undefiled. At laſt he invented a new kind 
of paſtime,altogether abominable : Having cover'd 
himſelf over with the skin of a wild Beaſt, he was 
flipt (as it were) ſuddenly out of a Cave, and 
fell violently upon the ſecrets of men and women, 
which he had order*d to be faſten'd ſtark naked to 
a ſtake hard by ; and when he had ſatisfied his bru- 
tality, he was to be killed (in jeſt) by his Freed- 
man - Dorphorus, to whom he was married, (as 
Sporus was to him) and counterfeited the cryes 
and complaints of a new married Virgin : I have 
been told by divers, that he was abſolutely per- 
ſwaded, all people were as wicked and unchalt as 
himſelf, but that they had generally the diſcretion 
to conceal it : Whereupon whoever profeſs'd 
his own obſcenity freely, heas freely forgave him 
all the reſt of his Crimes, of what nature ſoever 
they were. 
: 30. He wasof opinion, thatall the pleaſure and ' 
advantage of Riches, conſiſted in laviſhneſs and 
profuſion ; eſteeming them moſt penuriouſly ſordid, 
who kept any accompt of their Expences, and them 
as ſplendidly magnificent, who ſquander'd and con- 
fund all. He never mention'd his Unkle Caze, 
but with an Elogie, becauſe in ſo ſhorta time he 
had diſſipated the vaſt ſums which Teberis had lefr 
him : for which reaſons he obſerv'd no meaſure in 
his Gifts or Expences. *Tis almoſt incredible, and 
yet *tis true, heallow'd Tiridates 20000 Crowns a 
oY day 
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day, whilſt he continued in Rome, and at his de- 
rture he made him a Preſent of above a hundred 
millions of Seferces more. He gave to Menecrates 
a Harper, and to Sprcillus a Sword-player, the Pa- 
trimonies and Houles of Nobleperſons, and ſuch as 
had had the honour ofa Triumph. He made a moſt 
rincely Funeral for his Monkey, on whom he had 
ſtow?'d the Eſtate of Pareros the Uſurer, both in 


the City and Countrey. He never put on one ' 


* Garment, aboye unce. At Dice he ventured or- 
dinarily 4.00 Seſterces upon every point : When he 
fif'd, his Net was of Gold, and the Cords of Purple, 
orScarlet died in Grain, He never travell'd with 


lefs than a thouſand Chariots in his Train; his 


Mules ſhod with Silver, and his Mulitiers in- fine 
Crimſon Liveries of Cloth of Canuſium; beſides 
an Horſe-Guard of Africans, with Bracelets and 
other accoutrements, very glorious and rich, and 
Foot-men. 

©. 31, He neverdid more prejudice to the City in 
any one thing, than in his Buildings : He builta 
houſe which extended from the Palace as far as the 


Mount Efquelin, which he called his Tranſitory at 


firſt; but being afterwards burnt, he built it again, 
and call'd it from that time, His Golden Adifice: 
To demonſtrate its Grandeur and Magnificence, it 
is ſufficient to affirm, that its entrance was ſpacious 
enough to receive a Coloſſns (repreſenting Nero) 
of a hundred and twenty foot high; the Galleries 
conſiſted of three rows of Pillars, each of them a 
full mile ; init he had Fields, Vines, Woods, va- 
riety of beaſts of all ſorts, wild and tame, with a 
Pool (like the Sea) encompalſs'd with fair Build- 


ings,in the manner of Cities : The body of the houſe , 


was richly overlaid with Gold, and adorn'd with 
precious 
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ecions Stones, and Mother of Pearl : The vaulted 
Chambers where he ſupp'd, were cieled, and con- 
trived with plates of Ivory to turn round, thorow 
which theFlowers, and Pipes with the ſweet Oyls, 
were to be caſt down upon him: The principal of 
theſe Banquetting-rooms reſembled the Firma- 
ment, both in its figure and motion ; for beſides 
that it was round, it turn'd inceſſantly about night 
and day. He had his Baths alſo of all ſorts of wa- 
ter, faltor freſh, as hepleasg'd. When this magni- 
ficent StruCture was finiſh'd, and he came firſt thi- 
ther to dedicate it, he approv'd it only thus far, as 
to ſay, That at laſt he began to dwell hike a man. 
Beſides this, he deſigned and began a Canal from 
Miſenum to the Lake Avernus, intending to have 
cover'd it with Arches all the way like a Cloyſter 
and thorough it, to have convey'd all the hot wa- 
ters from the Baths, or Baie, thither. He had 
thoughts alſo of makinga cut from Avernus wn 

of a hundred and ſixty miles in length; and of fi 
a breadth, that two Galleys of five ranks of Qars 
might paſs eaſily a breaſt, to the end they might 
fail to and fro in theirſhips, without the troubles ar 
dangers of the Sea. For the perfeCting of theſe vaſt 
works, he commanded that all Priſoners from all 
parts ſhould be tranſported into 7aly, and that 
thoſe who were conyicted ( whateyer their crime 
were) ſhould be condemned only to his Works. 
Beſides his confidence in the Treaſure of the Em- 
pire, he was encouraged to this furious and extra- 
vagant expence, by a Roman Rnght, who had put 
it into his head, and aſſured him that he would help 
him toall the riches Queen Dd carried along with 
her out of Tyros when ſhe fled from thence, . per- 
iwading him that it was buried in huge and vaſt 
| Caves 
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Caves under ground in Africk; and might be got 
out again with very little pains. 

32. But his hopes being fruſtrate in that, and his | 
treaſures ſo exhauſted that he was not able to pay 
his Souldiers or gratific his Veterans as he had for- 
merly done, without running in their ſcore; and 
putting them off, he betook himſelf to all manner 
of circumvention and rapine: The firſt thing he 
decreed was, that inſtead of theMoicty,three fourths 
+ ſhould berequired and collected out of the Eſtates 
of fuch enfranchiſed perſons, as without Juſt cauſe 
had aſſumed the name of any of the Families, to 
which he was allied; that their Wills ſhould be 
void,and their Poſleſſions confiſcate, who had ſhown 
themfelvesungrateful totheir Prince in leaving him 
nothing, and that ſuch Lawyers as had drawn or dt- 
Ctated the faid Wills,ſhould be finable and puni{h'd, 
Thatall words and actions ſhould be brought with- 
ig the Compaſs of Treaſon, if there was but any one 
informer to juſtife the accuſation. He redemanded 
all the Crowns and rewards which ſeveral Cities had 
offer'd him at any time, and he refus'd. Having 
forbid the uſe of the Violet and Purple colours, he 
{ent one privately to ſell ſome few ounces upon a 
Fair, and then pretending diſobedience of his Or- 
ders, he clapt up all the Merchants which had 
bonght them. Another time as he was ſinging, he 
obſerv'd aLady in theTheatre habited in Purple,and 
having made ſigns to his Officers to apprehend her, 
he not only caus'd her to be pulld down, and her 
Robe to he taken away, but he took away her eſtate 
alſo. He neyer gave any man an office, but he had 
theſe words into the bargain; Ton know what Fneed, 
" and let us make it our buſineſs that no man may have 
&71y thing to call his own. Finally he ſpared not the 
very 
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very Temples themſelves, fromwhence he took 
away all their Gifts and Oblations of any conſidera- 
ble value ; melting down their Images of Gold and 
Silver, - not excuſing ſo much as the Images of the 
Tutelar Gods, which Galba reſtored within a while 
afterwards. 

33. His Parricides and Murders he began with 
Candins, of whoſe death though he was not prin- 
cipally the Author, yet he was an accomplice, and 
'acceſſary thereunto : Neither did he at all diſlemble 
the matter, allcadging maay times a Greek Proyerb 
in commendation of Muſhromes, and crying them 
up, as Meat forthe Gods, becauſe Claudius was pol- 
ſoned with one of them : This is moſt certain, when 
he was dead he abus'd his memory with the moſt op- 
probrious Calumnies he could invent, accuſing him 
ſometimes of cruelty, ſometimes of folly, never 
ſpeaking of him but with ſcorn, and to expreſs, He 
hadceas'd to live, he would fay, He had ceas'd to play 
the fool among ft men ;, perverting the meaning ot the 
word Morars, by making the firſt Syllable long, 
which ought to have been ſhort. He reſcinded ma- 
ny of his Aftsand Conſtitutions, as the decrees of 
an idle and diſtracted man; and without ſhowing 
any reſpect to his memory or aſhes, he caus'd them 
to be buried in a'very mean Tomb, railed in with 
ſome {light and inconfiderable matter : The envy 
he bore to. Britannicus (as well by reaſon of his 
voice (which was better than his) as becauſe he 
was jealous leſt the Memory of his Father might 
gain him the afteCtion of the people, to his difad- 
vantage and prejudice) put him upon a reſolution 
of giving him poiſon. He made uſe of a woman cal 
Ted Locuſtay who had accus'd ſeveral perſons of con- 
jpiracies in that kind : But the poiſon not Pres 
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ſo quick as he expeted, produc'd no other effec 
but a lask, and ſome Gripings in therBelly of Bys- 
rannicus, whereupon he caus'd Locuſta to be called, 
fell upon, and bcat her with his own hands, and re: . 
oach'd her, that inſtead of poiſon, ſhe had given 
im an antidote; To which as ſhe excus'd her ſelf . 
for baving given it no ſtronger on purpoſe, that ſhe 
might the better conceal the impiety of the Fa, 
then, ſaid he, Doeſt thou think, I am afraid 6 

the Law Fuliaalſo ? and commanded her forthwi 
to make another preſently in his Chamber, that 
might be more violent and Mortal; which being 
rform'd accordingly,for experiment fake he gave 
to a Kid, who not dying im leſs than five hours 
time, he caus'd it to be boyled over again and again, 
and then gave it toa Pig, which died immediately : 
Judging it ſtrong enough then,and proper for his de- 
fign, he commanded it to be brought into the room, 
and given to Britannicus as he fate at Supper with 
him. Britannicxs had no ſooner taken it, but he fell 
down, and no ſooner was he dead, but Nero was 
ready with a lye, pretending to the Company, that 
it was a fit of the falling 1ickneſs with which he 
was commonly troubled ; and the next day in great 
haſt hurried him away to his funeral inthe midſt of 
a fierce ſhower of rain without anyPompor ſolemni- 
ty ; And to the ſaid Locyſta for her good fervice,he 


_ gave notonly impunity for all thecrimes ſhe had 


ever committed, but large poſſeſſions in-lands, and 
permitted her to take Scholars, and to train them 
up in that pernitious Science. 

34. Not being able to endure the admoniſhment 
of his Mother, who (as he thought) look*d too nar- 


Towly into his ations, (being ar firſt only offend- 


ed) he pretended he wouldreſign his A 
all . 
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and retire to Rhodes, deſigning thereby to make her 
odious to the people. But at length he made ſo bold 
with her, as to deprive her of all the honour and ay- 
# thority ſhe formerly had ; He took away her Ger- 

man Guards, turn'd her out of his Palace and coitt- 


F pany, omitting no miſchief whatfoever that might 


perplex her. Whilſt ſhe was in Rome he ſuborn'd 
people to moleſt her with ſuits, when ſhe was reti- 
red, he imploy'd others to interrupt her tranquillity 
- withill language or bitter ſcoffs as they paſt by that 
way, either by land or Sea. But ſhe being a Prineeſs 
of invincible magnanimity, ſhe terrified him ſo with 
her threats, and her violence, that he reſolv'd to 
diſpatch her. Having three times attempted her 
'with poiſon, and perceiving ſhe was fortified with 
Antidotes, he contrived a way of looſning the roof 
of her Chamber artificially in the night, and let- 
ting it fall upon her : But this defign being not kept 
private enough by ſome of the Conſpirators, he de- 
vifed a Ship by the ſudden opening of which The 
might fall into the Sea, or be knock'd on the head 
oy the Fall of the Fore-Caſtle, where ſhe wasto be. 
Having laid this Plot, he pretended a great defire to 
reconcile himſelf to her,wr'it ſeveral Letters to her, 
- full of civility and reſpect, inviting her very kind- 

p to Baie,that they might be preſent together at the 
| ſolemnity of theQuimnquarr:a or feſtival in honour of 
Minerva, and ſhe accepted of the invitation. In the 
. mean time he had given order to the Captain of 
his Galleys, to overſet that Galley in which Agrip- 
ap ſhould come, as if he had fallen foul upon her 

y accident, and to give the more time for the Exe- 
cution of this Enterprize, he protracted the feaſt as 
long as he could : When ſhe returned to Bak, in 
ſtead of that Ship which was ſhatter'd as = 
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he made her an humble proffer, of his Veſſel with 
Machines, built on purpoſe for her deſtruction; 
Having waited upon her abroad, and accompanied 
her therefor ſome time with many Careſles and 
much chearfulneſs, kiſſing her Breaſts with all imia- 
ginable kindneſs when he took his leave he paſt the. 
reſt of the time in no ſrnall anxiety, attending the 
ſucceſs of his deſign: But when the news arrived 
that all things went croſs, and that his Mother had 
ſwum to ſhore, and was ſafe, being utterly at a loſs 
and not knowing what to do next: as Z. Agernis 
one of his freed-men, brought him word with great 
joy, that ſhe was alive, and very well ; he com- 
manded a Dagger to be conveyed near hini private- 
ly, and then cauſing that ro be diſcover'd, he or- 
der'd him to be apprehended and clapt in Chains,as 
one hired to murder him; at the ſame he dif- 
tch'd another to kill his Mother if it were poſli- 
le; reſolving to give out that ſhe had made away 
her ſelf upon the fruſtration of her deſign, to avoid 
the puniſhment ihe deſeryed. There are Authors of 
very good authority, which report things more iu- 
humane than theſe; as that upon ridings that his 
Mother was ſlain, as he had appointed, he had the 
curioſity to go ſee her Corps, to handle every part 
of it, ſome of which he ſound fault with, others he 
commended, and being thirſty, He drank inthe in- 
terirn. Nevertheleſs the fact being once done, all 
the applauſes, and Congratulations of the Souldi- 
ers, Senate, or People, could not prevent or relieve 
him againſt the perpetual remorſes of hisConſcience; 
he confelt he was haunted with his Mothers Ghoſt, 
that he was tormented with the whips, and burning 
torches of the Furies ; He applied himſelf to the Ma- 


gICclans, and endeavourcd by one of their ſacrifices 
to 
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| tocall up their ares, and intreat them to forgive 
him : Having made a Voyage thorough Greece to 
that purpoſe, he durſt not be preſent at the Elyſe 
Ceremonies, when he heard the Cryer commanding 
with a loud voice, all impious and profane perſons 
todepart : Yet all this could not hinder from adding 
the Murder of his Aunt, to the Parricidie of his 
Mother. His Aunt being ill and not enjoying the 
benefit of Nature, he made her a viſit one day, and 
the good old Lady amongſt the reſt of her Gareſles 
taking him gently by the down of his beard, which 
as then was not cut, and hapning to ſay in Complai- 
* fance, AMght I but live to take up this hair when it #s 
ext off, I conld die with content. He turn'd about to 
his Companions, and in deriſion reply'd he would 
have it cut off immediately for her ſake;, and then gave 
order to the Phyſitians to purge her more ſtrongly 3 
She was no ſooner dead but he ſeized upon all her 
Eſtate, and ſuppreſt her will, leſt any thing, ſhould 
eſcape him. —_ 

35. Beſides his firſt Wife Oftavia; he had two 
others, the firſt was Poppea Sabina the Daughter of 
one who had been Quezitor, and married formerly. 
toa Roman Knight : The ſecond was Statitia Maſſa- 
lea, Grand-daughter 1n the third degree to T auras 
who had been twice Conſul, and Triumph'd once; 
ſhe was married to Atiecus Veſtinus the Conſul who 
was murder'd by Nero's Command in the yery tune 
of his Conſulſhip, to make way for his injoyment of 
her. He quickly neglected the Converſation of O- 
#avia, and being reproved by ſome of his friends, he 
made anfwer, That the Fewels and Ornaments of 4 
Wife were ſufficient for her. After he had many times 
attempted to ſtrangle her in vain, he divorc'd her 
ander pretence of barrenneſs,and obſerving the peo- 

A a pte 
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ple diſſatisfy'd with what he had done, and mur- 
muring againſt it, -he baniſh*d her quite. At length 
he accus'd her of adultery, and put her to death; 
+ but the charge was ſo impudently falſe, that all the 
Witneſſes he caus'd to be examin*d,cndur'd the Tor: 
ture, and denyed it to the laſt ; infomuch that he 
was colſtrain'd to ſuborn Arzicetzzs his own Page, 
who confelt he: had lyen with her, but it was b 

Circumvention. The twelfch day after he had dt 
vorced Oftavia, he married Poppea, and loved her 
entirely, yet he killed her with a kick, though ſhe 
was ſickly and-with Child, for no other reaſon, but 
ſpeaking ſomething ſharply ro him for coming home 
{ate from a running of Chariots. By her he hada 
Daughter named Clandia Augufia, who dyed very 
young : He violated all the laws of Nature, and 
there was no ſort of relation he had, which his cruel- 
ty excus'd. Antoniathe Daughter of Clandzs re- 
fuſing to marry him after Poppeas death, he caus'd 
| her to be ſlain, upon pretence of Conſpiracy againſt 
him and the State. In like manner he made away the 
reſt which were any way allied, or near him in 
blood. Among whom Aulus Plancus a young Gen- 
tleman, being one; Heabus'd his body by violence 
firſt, and then caus'd him to be cut in pieces, giving 
out that he was his Mothers Gallant, and that ſne 
had promis'd him the Empire, whereupon he ſaid 
in deriſion when he had the news of his death ; *Ti 
well ! let my mother kiſs my Succeſſor now if ſhe pleaſes. 
His Son-in-law Rufinus Criſpinus the Son of Poppea, 
being as yet but a Lad, becauſe he was reported to 
perſonateEmperours and Captains in his recreations 
amongl[t his playfellows, he corrupted his own fer- 
'vants to throw him headlong (as he was one day 
hſhing) intothe Sea. He banill'd Twſcas, his m_ 
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ſes Son, for that during his Superintendency in 
egypt, he had the preſumption to bath himſelf in 
the Baths which the </£gyprians had built on pur- 

ſe againlt Nero's arrival : He forced Seneca 
(his Tutor) to kill himſelf, though he had ſworn 
moſt ſolemnly to him ſeveral, times, (both when 
he petition'd for liberty to depart the' Court, and 
when he gave him his Eſtate) That be was ſuſpsciores 
without reaſon, and that he would rather dye himſelf, 
than do him any prejudice or hurt. Burrns the Cap- 
tain of his Guards, being troubled with a diſtemper 
his throat, he promis'd him aremedy, and ſend- 
itg him poiſon, was as good as his word : With the 
fame inhumanity he uſed ſeveral of his Freed-men, 
eſpecially if they were'antient-and rich, poiſoning 
ſome of them in their meat, and ſome in their 
drinks, though they had not only been conſiderably 
inſtrumental in his Adoption, but aſſiſtant likewiſe, 
and of importance to him, in the Government of the 
State, 

36. Neither wereStrangers and Foreigners more 
exempt from his fury, than his Friends; A Blazing- 
{tar appearing about that time, (which being look*d 
upon as an infallible portent of misfortune to ſome 
Soveraign Power) MVero was under no ſmall trou- 
ble ; but Babilus the Aſtrologer having acquainted 
him, that among Monarchs it was uſual upon ſuch 
occaſions, to expiate thoſe ſad Omens, by ſome ex- 
traordinary Maſſacre, recolleCting himſelf, he re- 
foly'd to turn that Judgement upon the heads of his 
Nobles, and to exterminate whatever he thought 
conſiderable in Rome : which enterprize he under- 
took the more willingly, and with juſter cauſe, as 
it appear*d, by reaſon of the diſcovery of two Con- 
ſpiracies againſt him; one of them (and that the 

Aa 2 moſt 
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moſt dangerous) was managed. by Piſo, and hig 
friends at Rome; the other at Beneventum, by Vini- 
cius, and his party : The Conſpirators were brought þ 
to their Trial, and pleaded in Chains; they una- 
nimouſly acknowledged the fact, and ſome of them 
jultifiedit, alledging, That the Emperour being ſo 
ſcandalouſly flagitious, they knew not any better 
way they could ſerve him, than by putting him to 
death. The Children of ſuch perſons as were con- 
demn'd, were expelled the City immediately, and 
afterwards made away either by poiſon,or ſterving, 
It is molt certainly tranſmitted in Hiſtory,that ſome 
of them with their Tutors, and Book-keepers, were 
poiſoned atone meal, and that others were kept up 
trom their meat, and ltarved, 

37. After this,he obſerv*'d no rule or moderation 
either in the. choice or manner of Execution of 
whomſoever he pleas'd: Not to enlarge my ſelf 
too far, it was objected againlt Salvidienus Orfitus, 
that he had let three rooms out of his Houſe near 
the Forum, to Foreign Cities, as Lodgings for their 
Deputies, The quarrel againſt Caſſius Longinus 
(a blind Lawyer) was, that he had ſet up the 
Picture of C. Caſſius, one of the murderers of Ceſar 
amonglt the reſt of his Anceſtors. Againſt Thraſeas 
Petus he could find no fault, but that his counte- 
nance was ſevere, and he had the looks of a School- 
maſter. He ſeldom or never gave above one hours 
timetoany he condemned, and that there might be 
AO protraction or delay, he {ent his Chyrurgions 
to them to-cure them out of hand, (for ſo he calld 
opening their veins, that they might bleed to 
death,) There was in his time” a great Eater at 
Rome, who devoured raw fleſh, and whatever elſe 
they gave him: It is reported that Nero ( what- 
ever 


| 
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ever happen'd todivert him) had a great :fancy to 


- have live-men torn 1n pieces, and thrown to him to 


be conſum'd. Being nota little elated with theſe 
rariety of ſeeming ſucceſſes, he became ſo inſolent, 
he aſſerted publickly, That none of his Predeceſſors 
had known heir own power. He took fo little care 
of diſlembling his animoſity againſt the Senate, that 
he gave out many, and downright expreſſions, that 
his deſign was utterly to deſtroy that Order, and to 
put the Government of the Provinces and Armies 
into the hands of the Knights, and his Freed-men. 
Either at his going or coming, he vouchſafed to kils 
none of them, nor to return them ſo much as a 
common fſatute. In the Ceremonies before he be- 
gan. to cut the 1thmys in Corinth, in a great Aſſem- 
bly, he publickly wiſh'd, That the deſign might take, 


and turn to his advantage, and to the advantage of the 


| Cmmonwealth;, not ſo much as mentioning the Se- 


nate at all, 

38. He ſpared neither the People, nor the Walls 
of his Countrey : One chancing in his private con- 
yerſation to ſay in Greek ; 


What do I care, when I expire, 
If the whole Earth be mixt with Fire, 


Nay rather, quoth he, '*zs pz 2ar7@& 


If I might have mine own deſire, 


Ide ſet it whilſt I live on Fire. 


And ſo he did, for being diſpleaſed, as he pretended, 
with the deformity ofthe old Buildings, and the 
narrowneſs, and unhandſome windings of the 
Streets, he ſet it on Fire ſo publickly, tbat ſeveral 
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Of his Officers being taken by the Conſulares in their Þ 
houſes, as it were in the very act, with Fire and 
Flax in their hands, they let them go without 
daring to meddle with them : There being certain 
Store-houſes likewiſe about his Golden. Palace , 
(which ground he deſired to have) not being ſo 
eaſily burnt, becauſe the Walls were of Stone, he 
- caus'd them to be beaten down with his Engines of 
War. In this manner the Fire continued for fix 
dayes, and ſeven nights, the people being forc'd 
for refuge into the Tombs and Monuments of the 
dead : Beſides an infinite number of common 
houſes, there were conſum'd the Palaces of all the 
antient Commanders, (adorn'd at that very day 
with the Spoils of their Enemies; ) the Temples 
alſo which were conſecrated by the Kings, and 
afterwards by the picty of our Anceſtors, in the 
Punick,and Gallick Wars; in ſhort, all the Noble 
Monuments of Antiquity, how memorable or mag; 
nificent ſoever they were, had the ſame fate and 
deſtiny 1n this barbarous Conflagration : Neverthe- 
leſs Nero was fo far from the leaſt touch of ſorrow - 
or compaſſion, that he Jook'd upon the Fire all the 
while from the Tower of ecenas, ſporting him- 
ſelf therewith, as an object of pleaſure and diver- 
lion; and being as he ſaid, much taken with the 
proſpett of the Flame, he ſang the deſtruction of 
Troy, m the very ſame habit he uſed to ing 
upon the Stage. And leſt he ſhould not be 1o 
great a gainer, as he propos'd when he began it, 
he promis'd to carry out the rubbiſh and dead 
bodies at his own charge ;, and therefore he would 
not ſuffer any one to go about to extinguiſh the 
Fire, or to preſerve ſuch Goods as remain'd : Yet 
not contented with theſe rapines at home,he row 
tne 


r 
l 
t 
I 
) 
] 


The Life of Nero Czſar. 359 


' the Provinces, and private perſons abroad, with his 


Taxes and Impolittons. 


- 39. To theſe deſolations and miſeries from their 


Prince, there were added ſome fortuitous calami- 


ties, which gave no ſmall affliftion to the people : 
In one Autumn they were fo furiouſly infeſted with 


the Plague, that there died above thirty thouſand 
perſons, as appear'd by the Records in the Temple 
of Venus Libitina, © In Britain two of their princi- 
pal Garriſons were fack*d with great ſlaughter of 


the Romans, and their Allies. In the Eaſtern parts, 


their loſſes were accompanied with diſhonour; the 


 Legionsin Armenia being put under the yoke, and 


Syria preſerv'd with very great diſhculty. But 

at which was wonderful, and eſpecially to be 
taken notice of in all his occurrences, was his 
patience and unconcernment at all the Obloquies 
of the people, and that he ſhould behave himſelf 
with the ſame equality and compoſednels, in the 
midſt of the Execrations of ſuch as had provok'd 
him with their Sarcaſms and Satyrs: Many Verſes 
in Greek and in Latine were publickly thrown 
about, upbraiding him with the infamy and 
_y of his Actions : Some of them were 
enelc. 


Nero, Oreſtes, and Alcmzon ſlew 
Their Mother : Nero firſt his Mother kyew. 


Quis negat Xnez magna de ſtirpe Neronem ? 
Suſtulit hic matrem, ſuſtulit ille patrem. 

Dum tendit citheram noſter,dum cornua Parthus, 
Noſter erit Pzan, ille Hecatebelctes. 

Roma domus het: Veios migrate Quirites, 
St non Gr Veios occupat iſt 3 domus. 

Aa4 That 
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That Nero's of Eneas race, 3s clear, 

Ther Sympathy and Actions makes t appear : 
Fneas made bis Fathers way, and th'other 
(In imitation ) made away his Mother : 

Nero aoth with his Harp like Pzan ſhow, 

The Parthian-like Apollo with his Bow. 
Rome's but one Houſe : To Veil fly, leſt e're 
You reach that T own, the Houſe it ſelf gets there. 


But he never ſo much as enquired after the Ay, 
thors; and when ſome of them were diſcover*d tg 
the Senate, he would not ſuffer them to be puniſh'd 
leverely. Ifidorus the Cynick, ſeeing him paſs by in 
publick one day, he told him aloud, That he could 
ſing the ill aftions of Nauplius well enough, but of his 
own good qualities he could make no uſe at all. And 
Datus an Actor inthe Atellane Farces, 11 his part in 
which were theſe words in Greek, Farewel Father, 
and Farewel Mether , pointed fo plainly at the 
deaths of Claudius and Agrippina, that he uſed the 
poſtures of one drinking now, and anon of another 
a ſwimming; and'in the laſt concluſion, theſe 
words, Orcus vobis ducit pedes, Now Pluto carries 
forth your feet, he addreſs'd fo particularly to the 
Senate, it was no hard matter to know whom he 
intended. But Nero, whether he did really flight 
and deſpiſe all ſuch kind of refleCtion, or diſlembled 
his reſentment for fear of irritating them, pro- 
ceeded no further againſt either the Philotopner, 
or Droll, than to drive them both our of 1raly, 
and Rome. | 

40. Atlength after the world had groan'd under 
the Tyranny of this Emperour for little leſs than 14. 
years, it began to deſert him : The firit that Ferone 
EC 
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ed were the French, under the Conduct of Fulis 
Vindex who govern'd that province at that time un- 
der the quality of Pro-Preror : The Aſtrologers ha- 
ving told him long before that he ſhould one day be 
diſtreſt, and forſaken, he made uſe of this expreſſi- 
on frequently in greek. 


Let it be ſo, a Man of worth ayd Art, 
In every Country meets with his deſert. 


Intimating that he was to be excus'd for applying 
himſelf ſocarneſtly to be perfeCtat his Harp, which 
was a diverſion to him now he was Emperour, and 
might be his ſubſiſtance another day, it he ſhould 
become a private man. Yet ſome of them promis'd 
him the Empire of the Eaſt, and ſome of them par- 
* ticularly the Kingdom of Hteruſalem, but molt of 
them reſtitution to his former authority : and being 
inclurd to hope, what was moſt for his advantage, 
having reduc'd Britain and Armenia to their obedi- 
ence, he look'd upon all their Prophecies as accom- 
pliſh'd, and concluded there was nothing then left 
for him to fear. But after he had conſulted the Ora- 
cle of Delphos, and received anſwer, That he ſhould 
have a care of ſeventy three, not conſidering Gal- 
ba's years, he perſwaded himſelf that was to be the 
term of his life; inſomuch that he conceived fo 
great allurance not only of his living to bean old 
man, but of being perpetually happy till then ; 
That having loſt ſeyeral things of great value ina 
Shipwrack, he was ſo vain as to ſay amongſt his 
friends, The very fiſh would brings them again. Being 
at Naples, on the ſame day on which his Mother 
was murder'd, he had news of the inſurrection of 
the Gauls, but he was ſolittle aftefted with it, that 
tic 
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he ſeemed rather to rejoice, as 1n an occaſion of pil- 
laging thoſe opulent Provinces by the right of war; 
and going forthwith into the Gymnaſium, he beheld 
the Champions with greatearneſtneſs and delight: 
At ſupper he received new Letters, more preſling 
and importunate than the former, but without any 
further emotion than a bare threatning of the revol- | 
ters. In ſhort having given no anſwer, nor deliver'd 
out any Orders to any one for eight days together, 
' he ſufter'd things to go as they would, and flubber'd 
all over in ſilence. | 
' 41. Nevertheleſs the ſeveral EdiCts publiſh*d by 
FVindex to his diſhonour, and in contempt of his Au. 
thority, awakened himat laſt, ſo as he writ a Let- 
ter to the Senate recommending to them the Vindt- 
cation of his intereſt and the Republicks, excuſing 
his own abſence, with the pretence of an Inflamma- 
tion in his Throat. But nothing troubled him fo 
much, - or gave himſo great a diſquiet, as that they 
call'd him pitiful Harper and </Enebarbus, inſtead 
of Nero: whereupon he proteſted he would quit his 
adopted Name, and reaſſume that of his family, 
ſeeing they had reproach'd him with it as a thing 
he was aſhamed of. His other imputation he re- 
tell'd with no other argument, than that they were 
tools, and ignorant of an Art which he had refin'd 
by his own induſtry and pains, and therewithal 
examin'd them one by -one very ſeriouſly, if ever 
they had known a more excellent Muſician than 
himſelf. But the alarm increaſing, and Poſt upon 
Poſt coming in with ill news, he left Naples in great 
terrour and return'd to Rome. However his heart 
was ſomething reviv'd by the way and that upona 
very frivolous preſage, for having obſerv*d a Tomb 
upon the road on which there was engraven aFrezch 
Sol- 
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' Souldier overcome by a Roman Knight, who dragg*d 
him about by the hair, he was tranſported with joy, 
and gave thanks to the Heavens for ſo good an O- 
men. At his arrival, he was ſo careleſs that inſtead 
_ of aſſembling the Senate, or People, he only ſum- 
moned ſome of the principal men to his own houſe, 
where after a ſhort and haſty debate, he ſpent the 
reſt of the day in carrying them about to ſee ſome 
inſtruments he had lately invented which play'd on- 
ly by the water: and having ſhownthem all, and 
diſcourſt particularly of the reaſon and workman- 

ſhip of each of them apart, he promis'd he would, 
- produce them ere long upon the Theatre, if Yindex 
would give him leave. 

42. Underſtanding afterwards of the Commoti- 
ons in Spar under Galba, he was ſo much dejeted 
- at the news, that he remain'd a longtime without 
either motion or voice as he had been almoſt dead ; 
and when he came to himſelf again, he tore his 
clothes, beat himſelf about the head, and cryed our, 
He was undone, he was undone. His Nurſe endeavor- 
ing to comfort him,and to put him in mind that the 
like accidents had befallen other Princes before him, 
he reply'd, That his misfortunes were above all preſs 
dent, for he was living, and ſaw his Empire loſt. 
And yet for all this, he was ſo fordidly infatuated, 
that even in ſo great a diſorder of his affairs, he con- 
tinued his former debauches, and led the ſame life 
he had done before. If he received good news out 
of the Provinces, though never ſo little to his ad- 
vantage, he fell a feaſting immediately; drollin 
and ſinging verſes againſt the heads of the rebellion 
at his own table, and ſeconding his yoice with laſ- 
civiousand idlc geſtures. Being privately convey'd 
into the Theatre one time,and obſcrving one of the 
- es ; Actors 
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Actors todo his part to the ſatisfattionof the whole 
houſe, he fell intoſo great an emulation of him, he 
ſent him word, That he invaded the recreations of his 
Emperour, 

43. Upon the firſt alarm of theſe troubles, it is 
credibly believed he deſigned horrible things, and 
ſuch as were ſuitable to the cruelty of his Nature, 
His reſolution was, to ſend perſons into all the Pro- 
vinces and armies to ſucceed, and maſlacre thoſe 
Which commanded in chief, under pretence of con-. 
ſpiracie and combination; to cut the throats of 
all baniſh'd men, and to murder all French men 
which ſhould be found in Rome. (The firſt leſt they 
ſhould joyn with the Revolters, Theſe as Complt- 
ces and favourers of their Country men) To give 
up all France to the plunder of his Army ; To puiſon 
the whole Senate at an entertainment; to burn the 
City, andto turn out wild Beaſts amongſt the peo- 
ple, that ſo obſtructing their quenching of the fire, 
their deſtruction might be more inevitable. If he 
did 'not proſecute his deſigns, it was not ont of com- 
punction ſo much, as out of deſpair of effecting 
them. Being convinc'd that an expedition into 
thoſe parts was but neceſſary, he'turr'd out the 
Confuls before their term, andentred himſelf upon 
the Confulſhip in their ſteads, as if the fates had de- 
creed, the French ſhould never be fubdu*d but by 
one Conſul. Having taken upon him the Rods as 
Marks of his Conſulary authority, he march'd ont 
of his Dining-room after dinner, loaning upon the 
ſhoulders of his moſt particular friends, and aſſi- 
ring them,thatas ſoon as hearrived in theprovince, 
he would preſent himſelf naked without his Arms, 
before the Armies, and do nothing but weep. And 
that therebels ſubmitting, and giving teſtimony of 
their 
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their repentance, he would ſing ſongs of mirth and 
of Triumph amonglt them ; which fongs it was high 
time for him to begin to Compoſe. 

44. Amonglt all the preparations for his voyage, 
the greatelt care he took, was tor Wagons conve- 
nient for the carriage of his Miutical Inſtruments for 
the Theatre : to cut the hair of his Concubines after 
the faſhion of men, and to arm them like Amazons 
with Battle Axes and ſhields. The next thing he 
did, was to cite the Tribes of the City, for the ta- 
I king of the Oath, and no body appearing who was 

fit to bear arms, he commanded the Maſters to ſend 
him in a certain number of ſlaves, ſele&ted out of 
the moſt approved perſons of every family, not ex- 
cepting either the ſtewards, or Secretaries, He re- 
quired likewiſe all Orders and Degrees to contri- 
bute part of their Eſtates towards the expedition, 
according as they were rated in the Cenſors book. 
Lodgers alſo, and Tenants of the mcaneft houſes he 
compelld to pay an annual penſion into his Exche- 
quer : He was mighty rigid and curious 1n Money, 
not -vouchſating to receive any but what was rough 
and new coin'd, none but the faireſt Silver, none 
but the fineſt Gold. Whereupon moſt people op- 
pos'd themſelves openly againſt this contribution, 
unanimouſly pctitioving that all informers ſhould 
be ſearch*d rather, and forc'd to refund whatever 
they had received for their informations. 

45. That which rendred this Emperour more grie- 
vous and inſupportabie was the unſcaſonable gain 
of the Monopoliſts, who made no ſmall advantage 
bythe ſcarcity of Corn. For it hapning by accident 
that during this general dearth a Veſlel from Ale- 

* #andria laden with Sand, for the Wreſtlers of his 
Court, arriving, The people conceived ſo great a 
: hatred 
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hatred againſt Nero, that they flew out into all the. 


bitter and reviling expreſſions they could think of 
On the top of one of his Statues, they placed a 
Chariot with this inſcription in Greek, Here lies the 
(treſs, and pull away. Tothe neck of another there 
was ty'd a Leather bag, with theſe words about it: 
Alas, what could I do? *Tis you deſerv'd the bag as a 
Parricide. Upon one of the Columns there was this 
Motto (alluding either to the French, or Cocks, b 

reaſon of the ambiguity of the Word Gall, whid 
ſignifies both) Etzam Gallos eum cantando excitaſſe, 
J 


That he had ſung ſo loud he had awakened the French 


or the very-Cocks themſelves; and people pretending to 


quarrel and chide their ſervants, they were heard 
to cry out all night long (according to their uſual 
expreſſion when --they were abuſed) a YVindex, 4 
Vindex. 

46. Beſides all-theſe viſible tokens of the hatred 
and contempt of the Romans, he was terrif'd with 
horrible dreams, and all manner of ill prefages. 
When he had Murder'd his Mother, he dream'd 
- (which he ſeldom or never had done before)that he 
was governing a Ship, and the Helm was wreſted 
violently out of his hands ; That his Wife Oi ava, 
drew him by force in very narrow and dark places. 
One while he dream'd that he was cover'd over with 
multitudes of winged Ants. Another time that the 
Statues of noble men dedicated in the Theatre of 
Pompey, encompals'd him round, and hindred his 


progreſs. That a Pad-Nag in which he took ſingu- 


tar delight, was in his hinder part transformed into 
an Ape, and that having no part left entire but his 
head, he ſeemed to ſing as he neighed. The doors 


of the Xdauſoleum flying open of themſelvesa voice ' 


was heard, calling him diltinCtly by his name, Up- 
| on 


- 
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on the Calends of Fanuary, his Houſhold-Gods 
were no ſooner trickt up and adorned in prepa- 
ration to a Sacrifice, but they fell down to the 
ground. As he was at his Ceremony 1n obſer- 
ying the Birds, upon his entrance into the Con- 
ſulſhip, Sporus preſented him with a Ring, upon 
the Stone of which was engraven the raviſhment 
of Proſerpina., All the Orders being met in 

eat numbers, to make the accuſtomed Vows, 
- Keys of the Capitol were very hardly to be 
found. He made an Oration againlt Yindex in 
the Senate, and concluding it with theſe words, 
* The wicked ſhould be puniſh'd, and in a ſhort time 
be brought to an end ſuitable to their attions ; 
they all cryed out, Tu facies Auguſte, It will be 
your caſe Auguſtus, It was obſervable alſo, that 
the laſt Play which he ated, and fung publickly, 
was OEDIPUS B ANISH'”D, and that concluded 
with theſe words 


My Father, Mother, Wife, and all, 
In juſt Revenge conſtrain my fall. 


47. As he was at Dinner one day, Letters being 
brought him, importing the defection of the reſt 
of the Armies, he tore them in pieces, overturi'd 
the 'Table, and broke two fair Cryltal Cups, 
which he took great delight in, and calld his 
Homericks, in reſpect of certain Verſes ont of 
Homer engraven upon them. And then having re- 
ceiv'd poiſon of Locuſta, he put it up ina Golden 
Box, and went immediately into the Orchards of 
the Servilis, from whence he diſpatch'd the Freed- 
men which he had moſt confidence in, to Oftsa to 
prepare his Fleet ; and in the meantime he ſounded 
the 
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the Tribunes, and Centurions of his Guards, whe: 
ther they would accompany him in his flight : But: 
ſome of them ſhifting, and making difficulties, 
others politively refuſing, one cryed out, | 


Uſque adeone mori miſerum eſt ? 
Ts it ſo ſad a thing to aye? 


He was ina ſtrong debate with himſelf, had ſeveral: 
thoughts what todo, but could not refolve whe-F 


ther he ſhould addreſs himſelf to the Parthians, or 


Galba, in aſ{upplicatory way ; or whether he ſhould” k 
put himſelt in Mourning, _ publickly before” 
the Roſtra, and with all polltble humility and de- 


jection implore their forgiveneſs for what was paſt, Þ 


and if he found them inflexible, to beg then that 
at leaſt the would vouchſafe him they Government 
of e/£eypt : 'To this purpoſe there was an Oration 
found atterwards amongſt the reſt of his Papers, 
but *tis ſuppoſed he was deterr*d from Ray ts it, F 
by an apprehenſion of being pull'd in pieces betore | 
he ſhould come to the Tribunal. Having in this 
manner put oft all thoughts till the next day, he 
was awaken'd about midnight, and underitandin 

his Guards were drawn off and retired, he leap” 

out of Bed, and ſent about to. his Friends for News; 
but receiving nothing from any of them, he went 
attended by very few to their ſeveral houſes, where 
the doors being all ſhut, and no body to anſwer, 
he return'd to his Chamber, from ' whence his 
Guards were not only gone, but had taken away 
the Box with the poiſon, and all, to the very 
Clothes upon the Bed. In this deſperate condition: 


he fought for Spici/lus a Gladiator, or ſome UAE 
{ucn 
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# fuch perſon, to be ſlain by them; bat no body 
& being to 'be found, Ergo (fays he ) nec amicum 
babeo, nec immicum ? What then ? have I neither 
Friend nor Foe ? and away, he ran out, as if he 
would have thrown himſelf headlong into the 
Tiber: | 

48. But that humour having ſpent it ſelf, he 
began to think of ſome private place where he 
might lye cloſe and obſcure; whereupon one of 
| his Freed-men called Phaor, offer*'d him a Countrey- 
$ houſe of his, about four miles from the City, be- 
S twixt the Salariar and Numentan Roads. Bare- 


T footed as he was then, and only in his Waſtcoat,he 


threw an old dirty Cloak over himſelf, cover'd his 
© head, and holding a Handkerchief before his face, 


$ hegot on Horſeback with only four perſons in his 


Company, of which Sporzs was one. No ſooner 
was he upon his Journey, but he was infinitely 
-diſmay'd by a violent trembling ofthe Farth, and 
prodigious flaſhes of Lightning ; and paſling by the 
* Camp, he heard a great noiſe of Souldiers curſing 
| him, and wiſhingall good fortune and proſperity to 
Galpa. He heard a Paſſenger ſay alſo as he went 
by, Theſe people are in purſuit of Nero: And another 
ask'd him, What news of Nero in the City? His 
Horſe ſcenting a dead carcaſs, which by accident 
at that time lay ſtinking in the way, ſtarted aſide, 
and ſhaking off the covering of his face, he was 
known and ſaluted by one Miſſicins a Pretorian 
Souldier. Being come to the next turning, they 
forſook their Horſes, and betaking themſelves to 
the buſhes and bryars, thorow a ſmall path in a 
reed ground, with much difficulty, and glad to put 
his Clothes under his feet, they arriv'd at laſtat a 
Wall over againſt the' houſe. In the mean time; 

B b whilſt 


370 The Life of Nero Czlar. ; 
whilſt he could find out a way to convey him ig 
with more ſecrecy, Phaon intreated him to conceal 7 
himſelf in a Sand-pit;} but he refus'd, and told himyF* 
He would never be buricd alive: Then ſtaying 8} 
little while, till a more private acceſs to the 
houſe was prepar'd, being dry, he took up water |: 
out of a ditch with his hand, and drinking he faid, 
This 4s Nero's decoition. Then' clearing himſelf of 
the bryars, which had torn and hung upon his 
Cloathes, he march'd like a Beaſt upon all four; 
to a ſtrait hole, thorow which he was draw 
into the houſe: Being got into a Chamber , he 
threw himſelf : Bring with nothing but a pitti 
ful Mattrice, and an old Cloak fora Coverlet : By 
degrees he began to be hungry and dry, whereupon 
they brought him a ſort of brown courſe bread, F 
which they had in the houſe, but he refuled'F 
to cat it, only he ſupped a little lukewarm We. | 
rer. © | 
49. All thoſe who were about him, ſollicited: 
him very earneſtly to prevent thoſe dangers and 
afironts which hung over his head ; whereupot' Y 
he commanded a Grave to be made in his pre- 
ſence, the full dimenſion of his body, and gave 
order that what pieces of Marhle-ſtones could be 
found, ſhould be laid together, and that proviſion 
ſhould be made of Water- and Wood, ready for 
the waſhing and burning of his body ; weeping at 
every word, and” repeating ſeveral times, What 
an Artiſt will the World loſe! Whilſt theſe things 
were in agitation, a Meſlenger came in with 
Letters for Phaon, which he 1ſnatch'd out of his 
hand, and reading in them, That he was declared 
: Enemy to the State by the Senate, and that he 
was to be ſought after and pumilh'd according to 
Cuſtom; 
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*Euſtom : He demanded what kind of puniſhment 
that was and being told, that he was to be ſtript 
"#ark naked, that his head was to be held up with 
AaFork, and in that poſture to be whipt to death, 
he was ſo terrified, that he ſnatcl*'d up a couple 
of Daggers, which he carried about him, and 
*trying their points, he put them up again, pre- 
tending his Fatal hour was not yet come: One 
while he defir'd Sporxs to begin his plaints and 
hmentatiens, another while he turned about to 
Z\uch as were near him, and deſired that ſome of 
them would inſtruct him how to dye, by killing 
F themſelves firſt; ſometimes he would blame and 
F-condemn his own puſillanimity, in theſe words, 
3 1 hve, "tis true, "but baſely and diſhonourably}, it is 
S not handſome, Nero, it s5 not handſome ;, un ſuch caſes 
3 & this you muſt be watchful: Courage Nero, rouze 
3 wp thy ſpirits. Whilſt he was in this conflict, he 
heard the noiſe of the Horſemen, which were ſent 
I-with order to bring him alive to Rome; then more 
>frighted than ever, he cry'd out in a Greek Verſe, 
"A diſmal noiſe of Horſes ſtrikes mine ear; clapt a 
Dagger to his throat, but not having heart 

enough to thrult it in, he was forced to be 

beholding to Epaphroditus his Secretary for his 

aſſiſtance. Before he was quite dead, an Officer 

came in, and feigning he was come to his relief, 

he ſtopt his Cloak in the wound, and endeavour'd 

to ſtench the bloud; to whom Nero gave no 

anſwer but this, *T:s too late, and [s this your 

Fidelity and Allegiance ? with which expreſſion-he 

expired, his eyes fix*d and ſtaring out of his head, 

to tne terrour and amazement of all that were 

- preſent. That which he recommended, and moſt 
importunately deſired of the Company which at- 

| B b. 2 tended 
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tended him, was, That his Head might Rot be cut 'Þ 
off and given to any body, but that by all means 
his whole body might be burnt together : And. 
Icelus (a Freed-man of Galba's, who not long hbe- 
fore was deliver*'d out of Priſon, where he kad been 
put upon the noiſe of the firit rumult) granted his 
delire, 

50. His Funerals were perform'*d at the expence 
of 200000 Seſterces, his Corps being covered 
with wauite Silk Tiſſucd with Gold, (the ſame he- 
had worn upon the Calends of Fanxary;) His 
aſhes were put by Ecloge, and A his 
Nurſes, and Ae his Concubine, into the Monu- 
ment belonging to the Houſe of Domzts; his Ance- 
fto:s, which is yet to be ſeen out of Mars his 


- Field, upon the top ofa Hill in the Hortyards; the 


foundation of which Sepulchre is of Porphyre, the 
Altar upon it of Marble of L:za, fenc'd about with 
Thaſian Stone. 

51. His ſtature was almoſt of a middle ſize ; his 
body full of ſpots and freckles, beſides an ill skin: 
His hair was ſomewhat yellow; his complexion 
and countenance rather fair, than well-favour'd; 
his eyes dull and gray; his neck fat; his belly 


. big, and hanging down; his legs ſmall; and very 


hea!thful - For notwithſtanding his immoderate 
Luxury and Debauchery, in fourteen years time 
he was ill but thrice, and that ſo lightly, that he 
neither abſtair'd from Wine, nor any of his old 
extravagancies, In his habit he was ſordid ; he 
ſufter'd his hair to grow long, and made it up 
into plaits: In his Journey into Achasa, he pull'd 
it-down behind longer than formerly, from the 
Crown of his head : For the moſt part in pablick 


he appeared ina Garment called Syntheſis, with a 


Hand- 
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$ Handkerchief about his neck, without either Gir- 
dle or Shooes. 

$2. From his Infancy he was inſtructed in all 
the Liberal Sciences, but his Mother put him off 
the ſtudy of Philoſopy, as beneath a perſon that 
- was to be Emperour : And Seneca his Tutor kept 
him from the knowledge of the Ancient Orators, 
that he might keep him the longer in admiration 
of himſelf. Being naturally addicted to Poetry, 
he made Verſes eaſily, and unconſtrained; and 


F thoſe perſons are miltaken , which believe he 


- put forth other peoples Works for his own. 
$ lhave had in my hands ſome of his Writing- 


& Tables and Books, wherein thoſe Verſes were 


| very well known to be written with his own 
hand; and it eaſily appears, they were neither 
tranſcribed by him, nor diCctated by another 
- man, being ſo blotted, interlined, and cor- 
rected, it was clear they were done by himſelf, 
- asnow fancies and repreſentations came into his 
mind. | 

53. Hetook great delight in Painting, and Em- 
boſling; but above all he was tranſported with a 
deſire of being popular, and moſt immoderately 
emulous of any one who gain'd any thing upon 
the approbation or affections of the people, in what 
manner ſoever it were. There was a report, that 
having won the prize upon the Theatre, he re- 
ſolved the next Olympiads, to have try'd his fortune 
there amongſt the Champions, for he practiſed 
Wreſtling continually ; nor was he ever preſent 
at any of thoſe Grecian Combates, but he ſate down 
upon the ground within the Liſts, amongſt the 
Umpires and Judges, and if any of the Comba- 
ta'xs retreated too far, he thruſt them back again 
B b 3 into 
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into the middle, with his own hands. His flattererg 
having rendered him ſo vain and idle, asto believe 


he was already | equal ' to Apollo in his kill in” | 


Muſick , and to the Sun in managing his 
Chariot, he deſigned to imitate the actions of 
Hercules : z. and 1t 1s faid, there was a Lyon pre- 
pared, which he was to kill with a Club, or 


to throttle, by claſping his arms about its neck, 1 
ſtark naked in the Amphitheatre, before all the | 


people. 


54. This is moſt certain, a little before his'F 
death, he promis'd publickly if he continued fafe | 
and undiſturbed in his Authority, after he had ob-F 
tained -the Vidtory, he would be preſent himſelf 7: 

upon the Theatre, and preſent them with an Organ Þ 
playing only by the motion of water, with -Haut- "Þ 


bois, loud Muſick, a Bag-pipe, and the laſt 


day he would play the Mimick, and perſonate,” 
Turnus in Virgil. Some Authors have writ, that 


he ordered Paris the Comedian to be killed, 


as an adverſary he. was jealous of excced-* 


ingly. 

55- An ambition he had of perpetuatihg and 
<ternizing his memory, but it was: fooliſh and in- 
conficerate; for which reaſon he altered the antient 


Names of ſeveral thin Ss, and gave them others ' 


oof this own. He called the month of e4pril, 
Neronens ; and dehgned to have had Rome called 
"Neropolis. 

56. He was a deſpiſer of all Religions, un- 
leſs of the Syrian Goddeſs \ which -notwithſtand- 
ing a while after he uſed as the reſt, and re- 
tained ſo little reverence or reſpect for her , 
that he piſſed upon her Statue, and ingaged 
himſelf in another Superſtition, in which - GN 

c 
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Þ he continued ipertinacious arid firm to the' lalt : 
© For a mean ahd- unknown man', baving” pre- 
- ſented him with .the Image 'of a'young Maid, 
-as a remedy againſt all Confpificies,. and a 
Plot happening to be diſcover'd againſt him , 
as it were juſt at the ſame time, he attri- 
> buted it to the Image, and for ever after held 
$ it for a Soveraign Deity ; Sacrificed to it conſtant- 
© ly three times a day, and perſwaded all pcople 
= that he had advertiſement from her of all fu- 
=ture contingencies. Some few months before 
= he died, he conſulted the entrails of Beaſts, but 
© he found nothing there but what was ominous 
© and funeſt. 
© $57. He diced in the two and thirtieth year 
© of his age, on the ſame day on which he had 
* formerly flain Ofavia, The joy was ſo great 
and univerſal when he dyed, that the people 
© $an.uy and down the Streets with Caps upon 
"their heads, in token of their Liberty. Yet 
there were ſome which for a long time after 
- deck'd up his Tomb, with ſuch Flowers as the 
Spring, and Summer did afford ; brought his 
Images dreſs'd up in Purple before the Roſtra, 
and ſometimes his Edicts, as if he had been 
living; and to: return in a ſhort time to the 
confulion of his Enemies : And--{ologoſus 6445, 
of the Parthians, ſending Ambaſladors to the Se- 
nate to renew his Alliance, preſs'd above all 
things, that the memory of Nero might be 
made venerable to poſterity. In ſhort , in the 
time when I was a Youth, a perſon whoſe 
«condition and quality was unknown , having 
the confidence to ſay he was Nero, twenty 
years after he was dead; his very Name was 
Bb 4 ſa 
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ſo grateful ' to the Parthian | 
his Quarrel, aſſiſted him Nigoroully, and put the 

So 


CY 


SER.SULPICIUS.GAL BA 


Cains Suctonins Tranquillus, 
. OF..LHE 


TWELVE CASARS. 


THE 


SEVENTH BOOK; 


Being the 


a Fo > 


bs Wu nerus Glens 


THE SEVENTH 
 Emperour of KOME. 


HE Race of the Ceſars failed in the per- 
fon of Nero, which was preſaged by 


4 


ſeveral fi ens, but eſpecially by two. 
Not long after Livia was married to 
Auguſtus, having a defire to vilit a Countrey-houſe 
which ſhe had in the Territory of the Yeii; as ſhe - 
was 1n her journey an Eagle flying over her head, 
with 


o 
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witha white Chicken in her foot, and a branch of. 'P4 
Laurel in its mouth, as ſhe had taken it from the Þ'w 
Ground, it happen'd ſhelet it fall juſt into Liviaes 
lap, Zivia looking upon it as an Omen, gave or- 
der for the Chicken to be brought up,” and the. 
branch of Laurel to be planted, The young Hen 
proved fo fertile, that from the multitude of Chick- 
ens which ihe produc'd the houſe is called ad Ga- 
lenas to this day, and the Laurel encreas'd ſo faſt, 
That the Ceſar: being to triumph gathered their®Þ x 
Laurel Crowns ont of the Groves which proceeded 1 
from that branch; And whereas it was the cuſtom $1 
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far all ſuch as were to triumph, to plant others im-F 
mediately in the places of thoſe they had pulPd up: F 
it was obſerved that near the time of their ſeveral Þ 
deaths, the branches which each of them ſet, be- F 
gan to wither and die. Accordingly in the laſt year - 
of Nero*s life, not only the branches which he had | 
planted, but the whole Grove dryed upat the rogts : 
and periſt'd, and ail the white Hens of that prodi- * 
gious progeny, miſcarried and died. Not long af- 

ter the Temple of the Ceſars was ſtruck with light- 
ning, the heads of all their Statues thrown down, Þ} 
and the Sccpter allo which Auguſtus held in his } 
hand. 

2. After Nero, Galba ſucceeded, who had no- * Þ 
kindred or alliance with the Houſe of the Ceſars, 
though he was of nobleand antient extraCtion with- 
out doubt; for in the Titles and inſcriptions upon 
all his Statues, he writ himſelf alwaies Great 
Grand-child to ©. Catulus Capitolinus, And when 
he was Emperour he ſet up a Pedigree in his 
Court, by which he derived himſelf from Fupiter by 
the Fathers fide, and from Paſphae the Wife of 
Minos King of Crete, by the Mother, To givea 

PAr- 
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-particular account of the Statues and Elogies of his 
whole family, would be too long, I ſhall content 
my ſelf to touch only (and that but ſlightly) upon 
his own branch, and no more. 
©. 3. Upon what ground or occaſion the firſt of the 
Sulpicis took upon them the name of Galba,is doubt- 
*ful and uncertain, Some would have. it, that ha- 
-ying been kept out ofa Town in Spaiz for a long 
time, he ſet it on firc at length with bundles of ſticks 
rubb'd over with Galbanum, Others, that in along 
>Diſtemper, he uſcd Remedies wrapt up in Wool, 
© which he called Galbeum. Others, by reaſon of his 
Efatneſs, which among the Gauls was termed Galba. 
> Or elf: on the contrary, becauſe he was (lender,like 
'the little worms inthe Eſculi which are named Gal- 
be likewiſe. This family became very illuſtrious 
| by Sergins Galba who had been Conſul, and was 
eminent for the moſt eloquent man of his time,who 
© by report was the cauſe of the War with Yir:atus;for 
© having by perfidious treachery againſt the Portugals 
= caus'd thirty thouſand of them to be cut off, when 
* he -had the Government of Spain as Prztor : His 
Grand-child imputing the loſs of hisConſulſhip to 
; the ill offices of Fulins Ceſar (whoſe Lieutenant he 
was 1n Gaul) was in the Conſpiracy with Caſſesand 
* Brutus, for which he was afterward condemn'd by 
the Law Pedia. From this perſon the Grandfather 
and Father of Galba are deicended. The Grandfa- 
ther was more famous for his ſtudies, than for any 
- authority he had in the Common-wealth; for 
; though he was not advanc'd above the degree of a 
Prztor, yet heput out ſeveral Hiſtories very learn- 
- ed andelaborate. His Father paſt the honourable 
office of Conſal, though he was a very little man 
- and hunch back'd, and though he had no great os 
of CUiTyY 
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culty in Oratory, yet he pleaded with great indus 


ſtry at the Bar. His firit Wife was'ummia Achas. 
ca the Grand-daughter of Catulus, the Great- 
Grand-daughter of - L. Mummins who took Corinth 


and raz'd it. His ſecond Wife was Livia Ocellina, | 
who though ſhe was very handſome and rich, de-Þ- 


fir*d his alliance, becauſe of his Nobility, and the 
more paſſionately, after Galba had taken her aſide, 


and pulling off his Robe diſcovered to her the im-Þ 


perfection of his ſhape, that ſne might not be de: 
ceived, and reproach him by it afterwards, By 


Achaica he had two Sons, Caius and Servius, Cami 
the elder brother having waſted his eſtate with his 
extravagant profuſion, torſook the City and lived” 
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out of Rome ;, and being hindred by Tiberizs from 


putting in his Lot for the Pro-Conſulſhip, in his? 
year, he took it to heart, and made himſelf aF 


way. 


4. The Emperour Galba was born in the 224. of” 


December, Mar. Valerius Meſſala, and Cn. Lentk. # 


lus being Conſuls, in a Countrey Town at the foot of” 


a hill near Terracinum on the left hand of the road 
towards Fonds. Being adopted by his Mother-in-law, 
he took upon him the name of Livixs, and the fſur- 
name Ocella, changing his prenomen alſo, for a 
while, afterward-inſtead of Lucius he calld him 


ſelf Sergius, and retained that name till he came to * 


be Emperour. It is reported for certain, that as he 
was one day amongit other boys of his own age 
ſaluting of Auguſtus, Auguſtus laid his hand. upon 
his Cheek, and told him in Greek, And thou alſo 
my Son ſhalt have ataſt of our Empire; Tiberius un: 
derſtanding by Altrology that Galba ſhould be Em- 
perour, but not till he wasan old man : Let him hve 


en Gods name (aid he) ſeeing it concerns not us. One 


day 
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day as his Grand-father was facrificing for the ex- 
piation of a flaſh of lightning, an Eagle ſnatch'd 
away theentrailes of the Victime out of his hands, 
and carried them hard by upon an Oak laden with 

* Acorns. The South-ſayers being conſulted thereup- 
-on; gave anſwer that it portended Empire and Do- 

- minion in his Family, but that it would be Ion 
before it happen'd. He reply'd-ſmiling, Yes indeed 

that will be when a Mule brings forth a Fole. And af 
terwards when Galba attempted new troubles, no- 
thing confirm'd and incourag'd him ſo much,as the 
>Foleing of a Mule: For when every one beſides 

= abhorr'd that Omen as obſcene, and execrable, he 
alone interpreted it fortunate,remembring the afore- 

* faid ſacrifice, and the expreſſion of his Grand-fa- 

- ther. When he firſt put on his Y7rile Robe de dream'd 
one night that he faw Fortune, and that ſhe told 

* him, That ſhe was now ſtanding before his doors, very 

© weary, and that if ſhe were net preſently received mn, 

* ſhe ſhould be aprey to the firſt that paſſed by. When he 
'wak'd in the morning, as ſoon as the Court gate 
was open'd, he found an Image of that Goddels in 
braſs about a Cubit long, lying before the door, 
which he took up, put it into his lap, and carried 

It to Tuſculwm, where he was wont to paſs away the 

Summer,and having conſecrated a part of his houſe, 
he paid his devotions to it once a Month, and ado- 
red it witha Vigil every year. Although he had not ' 
attain'd to the age of a Man, yet he forbare not 
ſtrictly to obſerve an old cuſtom which was now 
obſolete, and not practis'd in the whole City, but in 
his houſe, which was to have his freed-men as well 
as Vaſlals preſent themſelves twice a day before 
him, in the morning to ſalute him, and the evening 
to bid him good night. | 


5. He 
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5. He was well vers'4 19 all the Liberal Sciences, | 
as iixewiſe in the Civii Law: He entred into the Þ 


State of Matrimony aiſo, but when his Wife Lepy- 
da, and two Sons he had by her died, he continu- 


ed a lingle man ever after in ſpight ofall the oppor- 


tunitics he hai toadvance himiclf, and the continu- 
al Solicitations of Agrippina (by the death of De- 
mitizs become a Widuow) who in his Wifes time 
had to great a paſſion for him, Thatin a meeting of 
the great Ladies, the Mother of Lepsda upbraided 
her with it, and gave her ſome cuffs with her fiſt 


intothe bargain : But aboveall he had the greateſt | 


honour for Lia Auguſta, who had as great a value 


for him while ſhe lived, and at her death left him Þ 


vaſt riches by her Will, and 5o Millions of Seſter- 
ces more than the reſt, but becauſe the ſum was ſet 
down in figures, and not at length, her heir Tibe- 


re reduc'd his whole Legacy to halfa Million, and 


that was never paid neither. 


6. He was advanc'd into places of truſt, before * 


the age appointed by Law during his Prztorſhip. 
Amongſt the ſolemnities, and ſports called Floralia, 


he introduc'd a new kind of entertainment, - which - 
was Elephants walking upon the Rope. A while | 


after he was made Governour of Aquitain, and 


executed italmoſt for a twelve month, and then the ' 


Conſulſhip for ſix months; and it happer'd in the 
adminiſtration of that office, Galba ſucceeded L; 
Demis the Father of Nero, and Salvizs Otho, the 
Father of Orho the Emperour, ſucceeded Galba, as 
it had been a preſage of what was to fall our after- 
wards, he hapning to be Emperour in the midſt be- 
twixt their two Sons. Being ſubſtituted by C. C:ſar 
in the place of Gerulics, the next Cay after he arrt- 
, vedat the Army, obſcrving the Souldiers at a S pe 
ctacle 
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' Aacle giving their applauſes and approbations 
' by an obſtreperons clapping of- their hands , 
he reſtrain'd them forthwith, and gave them 
this Order, to keep their hands under their Cloaks: 
Whereupon this ſaying went-'round about the 
| camp, Diſce mules militare; Galba eft, non G#+ 
: tulicus. | 
Eb + 
Come Soulthers learn ftritt Diſcipline to ſear, 
— For Galba, ot Gztulicus 5 bexe. 


* With the fame diſcipline and ſeverity,he command- 
ed all perſonsto their Colours, forbidding any ap- 

plication for paſ-ports or Tickets, Both the new 

and Veteran Legions, he kept in continual exerciſe; 
fortifying them thereby, - and making tnem more 
able for the Wars. Afterwards with incredible di 
"ligence having repelled the Barbarians, who had 
made an inrodeeven as far as Gaul, he ſo ſignalized 
himſelf and Army in the preſence of Caligwa, That 
amongſt the multitudes of Troops which he had 
drawn together outofall his Provinces, there were 
none defery*'d more honour, | nor received ' greater 
recompence than they: And that whichadded muck 
to his luſtre and reputation was, ' that he Marſhall'd 
the Juſts and Tournaments in the open field, with 
at Conduct and Decorum,;' bearing his Target in 
Ishand all the while, and another time ran by the 
—__ ours Chariot aboye twenty miles toge- 


4. 7. When the news of the mutder of Caligula ar- 
rived, many perſons excited him to take the advati- 
tage of that opportunity,and ſet up for himſelf; wg 
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he preferred. quietneſs and caſe: | by which acti 
on. he ,wrought|himſelt ſo much into the: fas 
your; of Glaudins, that he received him into the 
number: of-;his moſt intimate : friends, . and had | 
ſo great an eſteem; for him, that being upon 
an Expedition into. Great Braain, : he put offithe 
day ſet for his departure, upon a bare” and 
ſlight indiſpoſition which befell Galba on a 
ſudden, qi 1 being troubled with inteſtine 
diſorders ,. ..the. Tufpuits | of , the Barbari. 
ans, - op "drawing, Lots according to»Cu- 
ſtome, he was choſen Pro-conſul into that Pro- 
vince; where he remained two years , ſetled 
their affairs, and- ordered: al} things with great F 
a and; pzntftuality ,> even cn the; fmab: 

tranſaiqns. - ; There vbeing; t;great | ſearch 

-of- Victuals-in; this Expedition, one-of' is 

iers was: 1o:covetous;- as ito. fell aicertait 
meaſure of. Corn for: a hnadred Deners, which } 
faid meaſure. was: Ul-he thad;remaining -of -hib. 
allowance :) Whereupon-: Galba commanded; © that. 
when that... Souldier | ſhould (want; no: period 
ſhould dare-;to;-(apply bim;:and + his''omters 
being obey'd,; the Souldier iwas ſtarvw/din ils 
to- Nig IBIROMIG in -his-adminiſtration of: J& 
ſtice, he!,gaye'a handfomey example of ;it:y5in 
determining about, the propriety'6t:a Houſe! for 
the proofs on either fide being amperfect, an{l not 
{dfhicient . to JiGoner the - truth, he 'ordered- the 
Horſe to be led with: his head.cover'd; to thePand. 
where he uſcd tobe watertd,; and' that whenhe 
had drank, his head ſhould be uncoyer'd, andihe 
Mould be bis Hobie to wheat ng went dig 
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(8. To recompence his late Noble Exploits in 
Africk,, and his deportment of old in Germany, he 
was honoured with the Triumphal Ornaments, a 
Triple Sacerdotal dignity, and received into the 
Society of the Tits, and Augyſtal Priefts. ' From 
that time, to the midſt of Nero's reign, he lived for 
- the moſt part privately and retired ; never ſtirring 
abroad ſo much. as to take the air, but he had a 
Chariot with him with a million of Seſterces. of Gold 
44a it (ready in caſe there ſhould happen any neceſlit 
of his flight) and- in this condition he continued ti 
he came to reſide in Funds, and the Regency of Hiſ- 
Epanta T arraconenſis was ofter'd to him: At his: enr- 
trance into that Province, as he ſacrificed jinone of 
the Publick Temples, it happened a boy then, Mi- 
-niſtting among the reſt, and holding the. Cenfor, 
d his head turned Grey of aſudden; nor were 
there thoſe wanting who interpreted it to import 
we great revolution, and that an qld man 
ſhould ſucceed a young, that ,is to ſay, Galba 
ſhould Nero. . Not long after: there 'fell.a Thun- 
" derbolt into the Lake of Cantabres,” in which 
preſently thereupon there ' were twelve Axos 
Fund 5 an undoubted _preſage of : Soveraign: Da- 
Minzon. ; | -p 
- 9. For eight years together he Governed 
his Province with great inequality ; at firſt he 
was very rigorous and ſevere, and immoderate 
in his chaſtiſements. A Banker being convift of 
#raud and roguery in his profeſſion, he com- 
-manded both his hands to be cut off and nail- 
ed to his, Compter. He- cauſed a Gnardian' to 
be Crucified,, for poiſoning his Pupil, as being 
his next Heir; The Criminal imploring the 
benefit of the Law, and urging hunſelf a Cj- 
theen 
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tizen of Rome , He ordered his Croſs ſhould be 
chang'd, and that inſtead of the Former, they 
ſhould ſet up another, much higher, and of a 
whiter. colour than ordinary; as if that honour 
would have - given him ſome caſe and conſolati- 
on in his afflictions; By degrees he abated of 
this vigonr, and became negligent, and care- 
leſs, ard all becauſe he wonld give Nero no oc- 
caſion of Jealouſie; it being his aſval expreſſion, 
That no man is oblig'd to give an accompt of his doing 
nothing. - As he held his Judicial aſſizes in new Car 


thage,” he 'had intelligence that the Gates were m {| 


Commuotion, and as the Lieutenant in Aquitain was Þ 

ing ſupplies, there arrived Letters from Yindex Þ 
exhorting him, To declare himſelf im the behalf of all 
Aankind, and to take upon him the principal Command, 
He embrac'd the propoſition ithout any conſider. 
able debate; partly out of fear, and partly out of 
hope; for beſides that he had diſcovered private 
Orders fent by Neroto his Agents there, to make 
him away, he was much incouraged by feveral fa- 
vourable Omens, but efpecially by the PrediCtion 
of a young Virgin of good quality, which: cor- 
reſponded 'exattly with a Prophecie to the ſame 
purpoſe two hundred years before. The: ſence 
of 'it was-this, That one' day the Soveraign 
Prince, and Lord of the whole earth ſhould ariſe out of 
na; 


10, He aſcended therefore into the Tribu- 
nal, as it were with defign to enfranchize ſome 
of the ſlaves, and haying the Images of feve- 
ral perſons ſet before him which had been con- 
demned and executed by Nero, and a young 
Noble Man by him, which he had ſent for on 
purpoſe from the neareſt Iſland of the ON 
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where he was then in baniſhment; he deplo- 
red the lamentable condition of the times, and 
being ſaluted Emperour by general conſent, he 
proteſted, He was only a Servant and Lieutenant 
to the Senate and People. After this having 
publiſhed a Vacation from all Judicial proceed- 
ings he liſted out of the meaner ſort of 
people in + that Province certain Legions, and 
Auxiliary Troops to reinforce his old Army , 
which conſiſted of one Legion, two Wings 
and three Cohorts. Having finiſhed his Le- 
vices, he ſelected a certain number - out of 
>the principal perſons for age and experience, 
*and diſpoſed them into the form of a Senate, 
to conſult and deliberate about atflairs of the 
-greateſt importance, as occaſion did -ofter, He 
made choice likewiſe of ſome of the yaung 
Gentlemen of the Equeſtrian Order, who (re- 
taining the uſe of their Golden Rings) ſhould 
be called Evocati, or Appoints, and be as 
a Guard and Watch about his Chamber, in- 
ſtead of Souldiers, He ſent out his Edits like- 
wiſe through all the Provinces, inviting all 
perſons to join with him, and particularly to 
give what aſliſtance they conld, to the Com- 
mon Cauſe. About the ſame time as they 
© were fortifying a Town which he defign'd for 
the ſeat of the War , there was a Ring 
found of great antiquity, upon the ſtone where- 
of was engraven the picture of Victory with 
a (Trophy; and a while after an Alexanarian 
inip came into Dertoſa, laden with Arms, with- 
out either Pilot, Seaman, or Paſſenger in it : fo 
that no man could doubt the juſtice of a War 
commenc'd with ſo many fayourable intimati- 
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ons from the Gods. But all theſe hopes and | 


defignes had like to have been blaſted on a ſud. 
den, by an unexpected diſorder, for as he approach- 
ed the Camp, one of the Wings of Horſe 


repenting- of the new Oath they had taken, | 


endeavoured what they conld to-deſert him, 
and it was no ſmall pains' to keep them to 
their duty. He eſcaped very narrowly like: 
wiſe: the conſpiracy of ſeveral ſlaves (with which 
a freed-man of \Nero's had preſented him on 
purpoſe) who had queſtionleſs lain him as he 
py through a narrow ſtreet to goto his Baths, 
ad 


they! not diſcovered themſelves by exhorting Þ 


one another, [mot to loſe ſo fair an opportu- 
nity, for being interrogated what opportunity 
they meant, and not giving the ſatisfaction 
was expected, they were given the torture, and 
confeſt. 

11, Upon the neck of theſe misfortunes fol- 
lowed the death of Yindex; which reduc'd him 
to that deſperate conſternation, he was almoſt 
hke a mad-man, and was once in the mind to 
have made himſelf away. But advice coming 
in from Rome in the nick, aſſuring him that 
Nero was dead too, and all people had taken 
an Oath of Allegiance to him there; he laid 
alide the name of Lieutenant, and aſſumed the 
Title of Ceſar; after which he put himſelf 
upon his way, in his Imperial Coat, with a dag; 
ger faſtned about his neck, and hanging down 
before his breaſt; neither wonld he appear in 
a Robe or Gown, till all they who were 
contriving new troubles were defeated and cut 
off, as namely Afniphedus Sabinus, Captain 
of the Guards''at Rome , Fonteins Capito 
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| Lieutenant in Germany, and Clodius Hacer in 
Africa. 

12, There was a rumour ſpread abroad both of his 
eruelty and avarice, by reaſon of the unuſual rigour 
he had exerciſed towards the Cities in Spais: and 
Ga, which had ſcrupled joining with him at firſt, 
by oppreſling them with exceſlive tributes, diſmant- 
ling their Garriſons , cutting off the heads of 
their Governours, and not 'excuſing ſo much 
"as their Wives and Children. The T arraconen- 
ſes having preſented him with a Crown of Gold ta- 
*ken out of the Temple of Zupiter, and weighing as 
"they affirmed 15 pound, he cauſed it to be melted. 
down, and finding; it to be three ounceslighter than 
they pretended,he conſtrain'd them to makeit good. 
\This report was confirmed and increaſt at his en- 
trance into Rome ;, For he immediately reduced ſuch 
' Marriners(asNero had taken from theOar,and liſted 
amongſt his Legal Souldiers,) to their former condi- 
tion; and they refuſing with great contumacy and 
perverſeneſs to ſubmit to an order ſo much to their 
-diſadvantage,demanded the Eagle,and military En- 
ſ1gns moſt impudently, whereupon he commanded 
his Horſe to fall upon them and diſperſe them, and 
not contented with that, he caus'd them to be decima- 
tedafterwards. Beſides this he reform'd the German 
Cohort, which had been eſtabliſht by the Cezſars of 
old as a Guard to their Bodies, and good teſtimony | 
they had given all along of their allegiance,and fide- 
lity : notwithſtanding te diſmiſt them without any 
reward,and ſent them packing into their own Coun- 

try, pretending they were more inclin'd to Cs. Dola- 

bella than him, becauſe they had encamped them- 
ſelvesnot far from his Gardens. Many things are re- 
ported too,of the meanneſs,and wretchednels of his 
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humour (but whether true or falſe I cannot tell) ag | 


that when his Table was better furniſh'd than or- 


dinary, he would ſigh and weep; That when his | 
Steward brought him an abltract of his accompts 


one time he 1ik*d his frugality yery well, and gave 
him a diſh oof Peaſe for his pains ; anather time being 
much pleaſed with Canoes playing upon the Flute, 
he pulled out five demers out of. his pocket , 
and: gave them to him very nobly with his own 
hand. | 

13. Upon theſe accompts his arrival at Rome way 
not ſo grateful to the people, as it appear'd at the 


firſt ſpectacle after his Entrance, for the Atellan | 


Comedians having begun an old ſong with theſe 
words, 


VWenit 10 Simus a Vila. 


That Churliſh Simus, that old Clown, 
Has left his Village for the Town. 


The SpeRators took the Cue, and (as by common 
conſent) repeated the reſt. 

14. This is moſt certain, he aſſum'd the Empire 
with more authority, and aftection from the people, 
than he Govern'd it afterwards. For though he did 
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many things worthy of ſo great a Prince, yet thoſe 
actions were not 1q acceptable as his other were 
odious.He ſufter*d bimſelf ro be manag'd abſolutely 


by three perſons, who haying their o_ with 


him in his Palace, and being alwayes at his elbaw, 


were commonly call'd his Pedazogues, Their names 
_ " ware - 
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were T, Vinw hisLieutenant in Spain, a man of in-, - 
fatiable covetouſneſs, Cornelins Laco, of a ſimple 
"Counſellor and aſſiſtant, advanc'd to be Captain of 
the Guards, who had rendred himſelf inſupportable 
by hiAirrogance and pride, and Jcels a freed-man, 
whom the Emperour having lately honoured with 
the priviledge of a Golden Ring, and the ſurname 
of Martianus, aſpired now tothe higheſt command 
of the Equeſtrian Order, Thoſe three favourites 
Foft vices were ſo different) abus'd the authori- 


ty of the Emperour with ſo much'inſplence, that 
-they made him appear by the A—_—_— of his cone 
*dut, to be ſcarce his own man ; ſometimes he was 
-yiolent, ſometimes reſery'd, ſometimes more remiſs 
and negligent than was convenient for a'Prince of 
| his age, or their Election, By their perſwaſion he 
condemn'd ſeveral iliuſtrious perſons of both Or- 
ders, upon the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion, without hearing 
'them, or the leaſt form of juſtice in the world. He 
ſeldom granted the freedom of a Citizen of Rome to 
any man. The priviledge and exemption for having 
three children, he granted with much ado to one or 
two perſons, 'yet it was but for.a certain and limit- 
ed time. The Judges making it their ſolemn requeſt 
to have a ſixt Decurieadded to what they had betore, 
he not only denied them that favour,but took away 
that priviledge which Claudzus had granted them : 
which was, that they ſhould not be oblig*d to hold 
their Terms or Hearings in winter,or the beginning 
ofthe year. 
15, It was ſuppos'd likewiſe he had a deſign to 
limitand reſtrain the Continuation of the Offices of 
the Knights and Senators, to the ſpace of twoyears, 
and to conferr them upon none but ſuch as did ſeri- 
ouſly decline then. He revok'd the Liberalitiesot 


Nero 
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Nero, and redue*'d them toa tenth part, giving Com: | « 
miſſion to fifry of his Reman Knights, 'to colle& the 
remainder for him; with authority, That if any 
Comedian or Champion had ſold what Nerxg had 
given them, and imbezePd or ſpent the CoMidera- 
tion they received, in that Caſe they might exact 


and recover it upon the perſons which had purchas' | 4 


it. On the contrary, there was not any thing, but | 
by the mediation of his Favourites and Freed-men, 
he ſuffer*d either to be bought for money,or granted 


for favour ; as Taxes, Exemptions, puniſhment of | 


Innocents, impunity for Criminals, &c. Amongſt Þ 
others he pardon'd Halorus, and Tigillinus, (two Þ& - 
the moſt notoriouſly pernitious Inſtruments which F 
Nero iraploy'd) though the people of Rome were 
very ſolicitous to have had them puniſh'd. And 
as if this had not been ſufficient to diſoblige 
them , he preferred Halorus to a moſt honour- 
- abk Charge; and appear'd ſo far in the juſtifi- 
cation of T z2v/linus, that he publiſh'd an Edit in 
his behalf, and upbraided the people with their 
leverity. 

16. Theſe injuſtices repreſented him very black 
to moſt Degrees, but principally to the Souldiers 
For when they who were appointed in hisabſence to 
tender them the Oath, did promiſe in his Name a 
larger Donative than was ordinary, he not only re- 
fus'd toconfirm it, but declar'd openly, It had been 
bys cuſtom to-chooſe, not to purchaſe his Souldiers , by 
which means he exaſperated all of them, as well 
thoſe which were abſent, as preſent. Moreover he 
provok*d his Pretorians not a little, by caſhiering 
ſeverat of them a while after, upon a bare ſuſpicion 
of Confederacy with Nymphidius. But the Army in 

. Ger- 


The Life of Galba. 394 
es mantiny'd more than the reſt, com plain- 
ing that they were defrauded of their Rewards, for 
"the good Services they had done both againſt Yin-* 
&x, and the Gas. They were the firſt therefore” 
which brake out into open diſobedience for having 
the firſt of January, refus'd to ſwear Allegiance to 
-any but to the Senate, they immediately diſpatch'd 
a Meſſage .to the Prztorians, to remonſtrate, That 
"they conld not acquicſce in aw Emperour made in 
Spain, and that they would proceed to the Eletts- 
"on of ſuch a one, as might be acceptable to all the Ar- 
"Woes. 
+ 17. Gatba no ſooner underſtood theſe tranſaQti- 
-ans, ſuppoſing they deſpiſed him more ſor want of 
Children, than his Old Age, he reſolved to adopt 
"one; and caſting his eye upon - Piſo Frugs Licima- , 
-ms, (a young Gentleman*for whom he had al- 
wayes a great eſteem, and 1n all his Wills had 
made him his Heir ) he took him out of the throng, 
which were come at that time to bid him Good 
morrow,, and pronouncing him his Son, he 
carried him to the Camp, and in the preſence of 
the Souldiers adopted him, but without any men- 
' tion of the Largeſs they had been promis'd be- 
fore: By which he gave ſo fair an occaſjon 
to the delignes of Saivius Ortho, that he accom- 
pliſhed them within fix dayes after the faid a- 
doption. | 
18. Fromthe very beginning of his Empire, his 
' misfortunes were denounc'd by frequent and conſi- 
derable Prpdigites: As he was on his Journey to 
Rome, all the Towns through which he paſs'd, doing 
Sacrifice for his happy arrival; a Bull being amazed 
and affrighted with the blow of the Axe,and break- 
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ing the Ropes wherewith he was tyed, ran violently 
om his Chariot, and leaping upon him with his | 
ef 


cet, all dedaub'd him with blood : And as 
afterwards he alighted, one of his Guards being 
puſh'd forwards by the Crowd, had like to have 


wounded him with his Lance. His entrance into the: 
City, and Palatizm both, was attended witha great: 


trembling of the Earth, and a noiſe like the Lowing 
of a Beaſt. After which there follow'd other pre- 
' ages, more manifeſtly dreadful : Amongſt all his 
Jewels he had ſelected and laid by one, ſet very rich 


with Pearls and Precious Stones, which he intended: 
topreſent as an Ornament to his Goddeſs Fortune at. 


Taſculwm ;, but on a ſudden, conceiving it worthy of 
a more magnificent place, he dedicated it to Yenus 
 Capitolina: Thenext night he dream'd, he ſaw the 

Image of Fortune complaining,that ſhe had been de- 
frauded of her Preſent, and threatning in the ſame 
' manner totake from him, what ſhe had formerly: 
beſtow'd. Being affrighted at this Viſion,he got up 
by break of day, in order to his Expiation, diſpatch- 
ing his Officers before to Tuſculum to prepare all 
things ready for a Sacrifice at his arrival : But when 
he came thither, he found nothing but a few warm 
Embers upon the Altar, and an Old Man in black 


ſitting bard by, with Incenſe in a Glaſs Veſlel in one + 


hand, and Wine in an Earthen Cup in the other. It 
was obſerv'd alfo, that when he Sacrificed upon the 
Calends of Fanuary, his Crown fell off of his head ; 


as he took his Auſpices, the Pullets flew away. On ' 


the day of the aforeſaid adoption, when he was to 
make a Speech to the Souldiers, by the forgetfulneſs 
of his Servants, his Caſtrenſian Chair was not ſet ber 
fore the Tribunal according ta Cuſtom ; and when 
he was to fit down in the Senate, his Gerule Chair 

was 
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was placed perverſly with the back towards 


"19. Not long before he was ſlain, as he wasSacri- 
ficing one morning,he who had the inſpection ofthe 
'Entrails, admonyh'd him ſeveral times to have a 
care, for there was danger impending, and his mur- + 
derers were not far off. A while after, word was 
* brought him, that Ortho had poſſeſſed himſelf of his 
Guards Camp, whereupon he was adviſed by his 
Friends to repair immediately to them, ſeeing by his 
preſence and authority he might poſſibly compoſe 
them; but inſtead of following their Counſel, here- 
folv'd only to look to the ſecurity of his Perſon, by 
rallying uphis Legionary Guards, which were at 
that time diſperſed in their Quarters. He put on 
alſo a Linen Curaſs well quilted, yet not ſufficient 
(as he ſaid himſelf ) to defend him againſt the points 
of ſo many Swords. But the Confpirators todraw 
and allure him abroad, into the open Streets, had 
ſpread abroad falſe reports, that the Tumult was 
| appeaſed, that the Authors were killd, and that the 
reſt were coming to congratulate his ſucceſs, and to 
promiſe him all dutiful obedience for the future 
'whereupon giving toomuch credit to their intell- 
gence, he went forth to meet them, with ſo much 
confidence and ſecurity, that a Souldier 
— , he had ſlain Ocho with his own hand, he - 
opp'd him,and demanded, By whoſe Authority: and 
advanc'd immediately into the Forum. The Horſe- 
men who had order to kill him, having diſpers'd the 
Peaſants, and putthem out of the way, put on, till 
———_ him at a diſtance, they made a Halt 
for a while ; but then clapping Spurs again to 
their Horſes, they fell upon him and murder'd 


him. | | 
20. Some 
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about the Camp, repeating theſe words very often, 
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-- 20. Some there are which report, that at theix 
firſt inſult, hecryedout to them, Fellow Souldier 

What do you do ? 'am not I yours, and you mine? an 

that he promiſed them their Donative; but moſt 
Authors aſſure us,that he ſubmitted his throat freely 
to them, and willed them, (ſince it was their plea 
frres) to do their work, and ſtrike without fear. It 
Was not alittleſtrange, that amongſtall that were 
preſent, not one perſon attempted any thing in his 
reſcue; and that the Souldiers which were ſent for, 
pejected- his Orders, except only one Troop of Ger- 
.wan Horſe, who inacknowledgement of the care he 
had taken of them in their ſickneſſes, and fatigues, 
Fanto him with all ſpeed ; but miſtaking their way, 
they arrived too-late. He wasſlain not far from the 
Lake' Certz, and his body left as they had kiltd 
him,till aCommonSouldier returning from Forrage, 
Jaid down his burden, and cut off his head: and 
cauſe by reaſon of his baldneſs, he could not take it 
Sythe hair, he hid it in his lap, and by and by thruſt 
tis thumb into the mouth of it, and in that poſture 
Mtxied it to Ocho , whogave it tothe Pedees, and 
Servants of theCamp ; and they having fixed it upon 
a Spear, carried it with great acclamations round 
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Now Galba you may take your ſportſul Time. That 
Eh n_ Outer Exel that infolent ex- 
preſſion, was, that there was a Story among the 
people, how not many. dayes before, hearing one 

amending the ſhape and vigour of his y, 
!Ixlhe was ſo vain asto lay, 1 aw yet luſty andin 


uf prime z. of them, a Freed-man of Patrobins Ne- 
avmanus bought the head, for a hundred pieces of 


[Frold,; and flung it into the ſame place where his 
Patron ( Patrobius ) was formerly Executed by the 
(QT Com- 
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Command of Galba; At: length (though Iate) his 
Steward rp buricd both his Head and-his Trunk 
together, 1n-his private Gardens near the ' way 


21, His Stature was indifferent, neither too low; 

nor too tall, his head bald, his eyes grey, his noſe 
aquiline, his hands and feet noded, and diltorted 
with the Gout, inſomuch that he gould neither en- 
dure a ſhooe upon one, nor had ſtrength to holda 
book,or turn over the leaves with the other : beſides 
-0n his right ſide hehad an excreſcence of fleſh, which 
hung down fo, as it was hardly to be kept up with a 
rathing band, 
” 22, He was reported to be a great feeder,and that 
1n winter time he had his breakfaſt uſually before it 
was day. As to his ſuppers they were ſo plentiful, 
that the relicks and reverſions being gather'd toge- 
her in heaps, he commanded them to be carried 
about and diſtributed amongſt thoſe which ſtood 
ating at his feet: he was too much inclined 
to an unnatural affetion for Boyes , eſpecially 
Juch as were old, and. paſt the Concupiſcence 
'of other people; if we may believe what was pub- 
lickly diſcours'd in Spain , Icelus one of his old 
Catamites bringing him word that Nero was flain, 
he not only received him with a thouſand Ca- 
reſſes, but intreated him to have his haif pluckt 
immediately, according. to the Cuſtome of thaſe 
pod of perſons, and took him aſide when he had 
mn. 

23. He was ſlain in the ſeventy third year of 
his age, and the ſeventh Month of his Empure. 
The Senate upon their firſt opportunity Decreed 
him a Statue, to be ſet up npor. a pillar adorned 
with the Stems of Ships, in that part of the Fo- 


TA 
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rum where he loſt his life; but Veſpaſian 


ed 


that . Decree, upon an opinion that Galba had 
formerly brib'd, and diſpatch'd a certain perſon 
privately out of Spain into 7udea on purpoſe to] 


murder him 
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{1 E Anceſtors of Otho, had their Ori- 


I, 
ginal in a Town called Ferentinum ; 
it was ail antient and honourable Fa- 
. mily, and deſcended from the Princes 
of Etruria. M. Salvinus Otho, the Grandfather, 
(whoſe Father was of the eines, Order, though 
his Mothers NAY y 0 meab, it is not known 


whether 
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whether ſhe was Free-born or not) was brought up 
in the houſe of .Zivi2. Auguſta, and- by her Favour 
madea Senator,but arriv*'d tono higher Charge than 
the Pretorſhip : His Father, Lucius Otho, was Nobly 
deſcended by the Mother fide, had ſo many and fo 
conſiderable Allies, was ſo dear to Tiberius, and re- 
{embled him ſo much; that many believ'd he was his 
Son. He acquitted himſelf yery worthily, and with 
the reputation of a ſtrict Magiſtrate, in all his 


Offices in the City, in his Pro-Conſulſhip in Africk, 
and in his extraordinary Commands. Certain Soul- | 


diers having repented themſelves of being engaged 
in the Sedition of CamzHus, killed their Captains as 


Authors of that revolt againſt Claydins; but Otho 
who.was then in” Jlyrium, had the (courage to 


command their heads to be cut off, not only in 
his own preſence, but in the-midit of the Camp, 
though he .underſtood very well, that. Claudius 


had approv'd, and advanc'd them for what they 


had done. This aCtion of his augmented his Glory, 
but was for ſome time adiminution to his Favour ; 
yet he ſoon recover'd it, by the deteCtion ofa Co 

ſyiracy againſt Chendves by a-Reman Knight, whoſe 
Servants had diſcover'd it to him. The Senate con- 
ferr'd an extraordinary honour upon him, erecting 
a Statue for him inthe Palatium; and Claudins ha- 
ving rais'Fhimh tothe Rank of the Patrricrans, . after 
he had commended him largely,concludes with this 
Elogie 5. He is ſo excellent a perſon, 1 would pi 
to have any better Children of my own, His Wife was 
called Athia Terentia, a very honourable Lady, by 
whom he had two Sons, D. Tiranus, and*Zdarcus 
who carried the Surname of his Father. He had like- 
wiſe by her one Daughter, which he contraCted to 
Druſusthe Son of Geripanics, before ſhe was marri- 


ageable, 2. The 
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2. The Emperour Ortho wasAorn the 27th. of 
il, Camillus Arantiu: and Domitins eAnobarbis 
being Conſuls; From his very youth he was ſo pro- 
digal and perverſe, his Father was conſtrain'd to 
- chaſtiſe him ſeveral times. It is reported, he had a _ 
Cuſtom of running up and down the Streets in the 
night, and where he met with any unable to reliſt 
him, either being too weak, or in drink, he ſeized 
ypon him, ſpread his Cloak upon the ground, and 
putting him 1nto it, had him toſſed in the air. His 
ather dying, not long after he addreſs'd himſelf to 
a Lady of the Court, in no ſmall fayour with the 
Emperour ; and that his Courtſhip might turn to 
the better accompt, he pretended a molt paſſionate 
affteftion, though his Miſtreſs was ſo old, ſhe was 
almoſt decrepit. By her means he inſinuated into 
the favour of Nero, and preſerv'd himſelf without 
much difficulty among the chiefeſt of his Friends, by 
reaſon of the conformity of their humours, and (as 
ſome ſay ) their mutual proſtitutions. In effeCt, his 
intereſt and authority was ſo great, that having con- 
tracted for a conſiderable recompence, if he brought 
Off a man of Conſular degree, (who was at that 
time queſtion'd for Extortion)he had the confidence 
tobring him into the Senate togive them thanks,be- 
fore they had fully granted his reſtitution. 
3. Being his Privado in this manner, and ac- 
ainted with all his intrigues, that day which Nero 
eligned for the killing of his Mother, he invited 
them both to a Supper, and treated\ them with all 
_ magnificence, to avert all ſuſpicion from' 
imſelf. Betides this, Nero having a great affeRtion' 
for Poppea Sabina, his Miſtreſs at that time, took her 
away from her Husband, and ſent her to Ortho, who' 
recety*d her into his houſe under colour of Marriage 
Dd 3 And 
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And not content to have corrupted her,he became ſo 
fond on her, he had not patience to endure the Em- 
rour to be his Rival.lt is confidently afhrn'd,that 
he not only refusd ſuch as were ſent from Nero to 
demand her, but that he coming himſelf upon the 
ſame errand one day, Otho ſhut him out of his Gate, 
though he begg'd of him to deliver her to him, and 
added threats to his importunity. Upon this re- 
pulſe, Vero thought of nothing more than ſeparati 
theſe two Lovers, and diſſolving their pretend 
Marriage; and accordingly he diſpatch'd Orhe on 


an Embaſlie into Portugal, well conſidering that a F 


greaterand more ſevere puniſhment of his inſolence, 
might diſcover the whole intrigue : Yet'ſo far it was 


x, known, that this Diltich was made and diſperſed ; 


Cur Othomentito ſit quzritis exul honore ? 
Uxoris mcaechus cceperat elle ſux. 


Why's Otho to this falſe preferment brought ? 
Cauſe with his own dear Wife be would be naught. 


He was only Quzſtor, before he was advanced ta 
this Province; yet he govern'd it with ſingular 1n- 
tegrity and moderation. 

4. But at laſt, occaſion of revenge being pre- 
ſented, he was the firſt who went over to Galba, and 
from that very moment revolving with himſelf the 
condition of affairs, he conceiv'd great hopes of 
attaining the Empire for himſelf; but his greateſt 
encouragement was from the prediction of Seleucus 
theAſtrologer,who having promis'd him of old,that 
* ke ſhould be Emperour,arrived unexpectedly at that 
time, and aſſured him it ſhould be then very ſudden- 
is. After that,he omitted no kind of courteſie eas 

might 
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might gain him the affection of all people. When- 
ever he made an Entertainment for the Emperor, he 
diſtributed Money amongſt his Guards, and oblig'd 
| the other Souldiers all ways he could think of. One 
of them being in Suit with nis Neighbour, about the 
bounds and limits of theirLands,and he being choſen 
as Umpire, he bought the whole Eſtate, and gave it 
freely to the Souldier; infomuch as there was ſcarce 
a man, which had not ſo much honour and eſteem 
for him, as to declare publickly he was the only 
- perſon worthy to ſucceed in the Empire, 

- $5. His firſt hopes were that he ſhould be adopted 
by Galba, and that he expected every day ; But aft- 
'ter P:ſo was preferr'd; and himſelf defeated that 
day, he turn'd his thoughts upon violence, contri- 
ving to eſtabliſh himſelt by force, towhich he was 
excited - (beſides the trouble of his mind) by the 
conſideration of his debts, which he was no other 
' way ever able topay. Nor was he aſhamed to de- 
clare, That if he was not Emperour he conld not ſubſiſt, 
and that it was all one to him whether he fell by his E- 
nemy in the Field, or by bis Creditors in the Courts of 
Law. A few days before, he had ſqueez'd outof one 
of Ceſars ſervants 25000 Crowns, for a Steward- 
ſhip he had procured for him ; by the ſtrength and 
aſliſtance of which ſum, he began his enterprizez 
The firſt he communicated withal, were five Ar- 
chers of the Guard, and ten others which they re- 
commended, (every one two) to each of which he 
paid down 10000 Seſterces, and promis'd them 
5OOOO a piece more. Theſe ingag'd others, but not 
many, as being aſſured of greater numbers, when 

the deſign came to be put in execution. . 
6. Immediately after Piſo was adopted,his reſolu- 
tion was to havepoſleſſed himſelf of the Camp where 
Dd 4 the 
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the Guards quarter'd, and ſetupon Galba as he was 
at Supper in the Palace, but he was diverted from 


that, by the reſpet he had to the Cohort which } 


wasthen upon the Guard,as apprehending he ſhould 
make it too odious, ſeeing; by misfortune the ſaid 
Cohort had been already uponthe Guard both when 
Caligula was kill'd, and Nerodeferted; beſides ſome 
certain religious {cruples which he had, and Selex- 


cas his advice prevaiPd with him to protrac&t for 
ſome time; but at laſt the day being ſet, and his | 


accomplices admoniſh'd to be in the Forum and to 
attend him under the Temple of Saturn, exactly by 
the Golden Mharium, he went to falute Galba in 
the Morning, and according to Cuſtom was recei- 
ved with a kiſs, and admitted to be preſent at his 
facrifice, and to hear the predictions of bis South- 
faycrs; at length one of his freed men bringing him 
word(as was agreed)that the Architects were come, 
he departed as he pretended to ſee a houſe which 
was to be fold,and flipt m great haſt, through a poy 
ftern-gate in the Palace, to be preſent at the Ren- 
dezyouz; Others reported he counterfeited a fit of 
an Agyue, anddeſired thoſe who were by to make 
his excuſe if he was ask*'d for; then clapping him- 
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ſelf cloſe ina kind of a Sedan or womans Litter, he Þ. 


made directly for the Camp, but his Chair-men be» 
ing tired, he was for&'d to forſake his Chair, and 
betake himſelf to his feet; his ſhooe being looſe, 
gave him ſome ſtop, but the Souldiers impatient of 
oling more time, ran to him, calt themſelves about 

hisneck, ſaluted him Emperour, and brought him 
to the Principia, or chief quarter in the Camp, with 
their ſwords drawn,and ſuch General acclamations, 
as if every one which followed him, had been a 
partner in the Conſpiracy. Having from vous 
/ "o 
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diſpatchd inſtruments for the killing of Galba and 
Piſo, and made a Speech to the Souldiers, to Cajole 
| them, and work himſelf into their favour, he told 
them, That he would neither accept nor pretend to any 
thing but what they in their * prudence ſhould leave 
bim. | 
;. 7. About the ſhutting in of the day, he went in- 
tothe Senate, and having ina ſhort narration repre- 
ſented tothem how he was publickly arreſted in the 
' Forum, and conſtrain'd to take the Empire upon 
him, which he promis'd to manage to the common 
ſatisfaction, he retired tothe Palace. Beſides the 
. Titles which his flatterers gave him,and ſuch as con- 
 gratulated his advancement to the Empire,the com- 
mon people called him Nero, which he' was ſo' far 
from diſguſting, that ſome ſay in all hisfirſt diſpat- 
ches tothe Governours of the Provinces, his Grants, 
and his Letters, he ſubſcrib'd Nero as his Surname. 
This is moſt certain that he ſuffer*d the Statues and 
Images of Nero to be ſet up again in their old places, 
and reſtored his ſervantsand freed-men to the Offi- 
ces they enjoy'd before ; and that the firſt Warrant 
he ſigned, was for 5o millions of Sefterces,for finiſh- 
ing the Golden Palace which Nero had begun. It is 
ſaid thatrhe ſame night being frighted in hisdream, 
he fetch'd ſeveral profound lighs in his ſleep, upon 
which his ſervants running into his Chamber, found 
him by his Bedſide upon the Ground, after which 
there was no ſort of expiation which he did not try 
to appeaſe the Ghoſt of Ga/ba, who ſeemed to beat 
and puſh him ſorudely out of the bed. The next da 
- aS he was athis Auſpices, a tempeſt ariſing became fo 
violent, it blew him down, upon which he was 


heard to mumble this Greek Proverb oftentime to 
himſelf, 


Ti 


Ti yag jor nf parxgie adaug 3 


What does this mean ? I cannot ſee, 
How this wind Inſtrument relates to me. 


8. About the ſame time the Armies in Germany 
took an Oath of fidelity to Yiellius, which comin 
to his ear, he ve md tothe Senate that they woul 
depute ſome perſon or other to goto them, an let 
them know thatthey had choſen an Emperour alreas 


dy, to exhortthemto be quiet and continue the con+ . 


cord betwixt them. Yet in the mean time, by Meſ: 
ſengers and private Letters he offer d/uelkns a moies 
ty of the Empire, and to marry his daughter beſides. 
But war being declar*d,and the troops which/ellus 


ſent before, drawing near, he aſſay'd the affetion - 


and allegiance of his Prztorians to the ruine and de- 
ſtxuCtion almoſt of the whole Order of the Senators. 
Orders being given for carrying a certain quantity 
of arms onShipboard tobe tranſported toſome other 
place, as they were removing out of the Camp in 
the night, ſome of the Souldiers apprehending there 
might be treaſon in the buſineſs, gave the alarm to 
the reſt, and immediately they ran to their arms, 
and marching in a tumultuous manner to the Palace, 
without any officer tocommand them,they demand- 
ed liberty to put the whole Senate to the Sword.The 
Tribunes opposg'd themſelves to this tumult, but 
' were repullt, ſome of them kill'd, and the Souldiers 
(all bloody as they were) ran up ina throng into the 
roam where Orho was at Supper, crying out, Where 
# the Emperour, where 1 the Emperoxr, and would not 


be ſatisfied till they had ſeen hum themſelves. In the 


mean tune rho prepared for his March with all por 
c 
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ſible diligence, but without any care or reſpeCt of re. 
ligion,not ſo much as tothe Ceremony of the Ancilia 
or ſacred Shields, that were removed out of their 
proper place, but not reſtored again at that timez 
which in old time was lookt upon as ominous or un» 
fortunate, Upon that very day alſo, the Prieſts and 
Miniſters of (Cybele) the Mother of the Gods began 
to make their lamentations and complaints. To con- 
clude, beſides theſe circumltances, the Auſpices were 
croſs and averſe; for thoſe victims which were ſa- 
crificed to Plato were favourable, whereas in thoſe 
kind of ſacrifices the more contrary they are, the 
- more happy they are eſteemed. And at the beginning 

of his March, he was delay'd by the inundation of 
Tiber, and twenty miles further the way was ſtopt 
up with the ruines of houſes which by accident were 
| fallen down. 

9. With the ſame temerity, (though it was the 
judgment of all people it was his intereſt to tempo- 
rize, and protract, in reſpect the enemy was preſt 
with ſcarcity of Victuals, and ingaged in {treight 
and very incommodious placcs,) he reſolv'd never- 
theleſs to give them battle upon the firſt occaſion, 
either thar' he was precipitated by his impatience, 
and hoped to defeat them more eaſily before Y+- 
tellius ſhould come up, or elſe becauſe he was not 
able to reſtrain the ardour of his Soldiers, who preſt 
him to fight. Yet was not he preſent himfſelt at that 
conflict, but ſtaidat Brixillam. In three ingagements 
ke had the better, but they were but ſmall ones. The 
firſt was near the Alps, the next not far from Placer, 
tia, and the third at a place called Cz/toris, but in 
the laſtand moſt conſiderable battle at Bebriacam he 
was circumvented by treachery, and overcome. For 
Overtures having been made, and the Souldiers 


brought 
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brought ont as it were to Careſs one another, whilſt 
the conditions of the accommodotion were under 
debate) in the very time of their ſalutations,the ene- 
my fell upon him on a ſudden and routed him. Upon 
this misfortune he took up a reſolution of making 
himſelf away, and ſome do rationally believe, it was 
rather out of ſhame and an unwillingneſs to expoſe 
the lives of ſo many men, inaſſerting of his ſoveraign- 
ty any farther, than out of any deſpair or diffidence 
of his forces, ſeeing there were freſh troopsremain- 
ing entire, which he had reſerv'd with himſelf for a 
fecond tryal of his fortune, beſides othersupon their 


March tohim out of Dalmatia,P annonia,and Meſa. 


Neither were thoſe which were beaten, ſo cowed or 
dejected, but that to expiate their diſgrace, and re. 
venge themſelves of theTreachery of their Enemies, 
they would have attempted any thingalone of them- 
felves, without farther Supplies. 

10. In this Battle my Father Swuetonins. Lens was 
preſent, Commanding in the thirteenth Legion as 
Tribunus Auguſticlavins, or Tribune of the ſecond 
degree: He told us many times afterwards, that 
Otho from the time he was but a private perſon, de- 
teſted all manner of Civil War ſo highly, that one 
day as he wasat Dinner,a certain perſon happening 
to ſpeak ſomething of the end of Caſſius and Brutus, 
he fell into a fit of trembling, with the horrour of it. 
Nor would he have undertaken to have diſpoſieſs'd 
Galha, had he not been aſſured to effect it without 
coming to a War. He added likewiſe, that the faid 
Otho was incited to a contempt of his life, by the 
example of a private Souldier, who having brought 
him the News that his Army was defeated, and no 
body believing him, but on the contrary - charging 
him as a Liar ſometimes, and ſometimes as a oF 

ward, 
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ward, and one that had run from his Colours, he fell 
upon his Sword at the Emperors feet ; who admiring 
that inſtance of his courage and fidelity, cryed out, 
That for the future he would no more bring ſuch Worthy 
and Gallant men into danger, upon his ſcore. After this 
he called his Brother, Nephew, and Friends, and ex- 
horting them particularly to ſhift for themſelves, he 
kiſs'd andembrac'd them, and then ſent them awayz 
when they were gone, he withdrew himſelf intoa 
private room, writ two Conſolatory Lettersto his 
Siſter, and one to Meſſahna, who had formerly been 
married to Nero, and whom he had deſigned for his 
own, recommending his memory-and aſhes to her; 
That done, he burnt whatever Letters or Papers he 
had, leſt falling into the hands of the Conquerour, 
they might be made uſe of to the prejudice of any 
.body; and laſt of all, he diſtributed what Money 
he had in his Treaſury at that time, amongſt-his 
Domeſticks. 3 

11, Prepared in this manner, and reſolved to dye, 
a Tumult ariſing, he perceiy'd the Souldiers ſtopping 
and upbraiding thoſe who were {tealing away, 'as 
Traytors,and deſerters of their Soveraign ; where» 
upon he ſaid, Nay then let us add this 3::;ht to our life, 
with which words, he forbad any more violence to 
be uſed, and ordering his Chamber to be left open 
until 1t was very late, he allow'*d free entrance to all 
which had a mind to ſee him. After this, having 
quench'd his thirſt with a draught of cold water, he 
took two Daggers,and having tryed,and choſen the 
ſharpeſt, he laid it under his pillow; and the doors 
being made faſt, he fell into a moſt profound fleep; 
being awak'd about break of day, he gave kimſelf a 
ſab under the left pap, and when at the firſt groan 
his Servants ran in, he dyed, ſometimes concoelinge 

: an 


and ve-eftabliſhthe Liberty of the Commonwealth. 
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and ſometimes diſcovering his wound. According as 
he had commanded, he was buried immediately,ha. 
ving left this life in the thirty eighth year of his age, 
and the ninety fifth day of his reign. 

12. To have ſeen the perſon and habit of Ocho, 
would haye made one ſworn he had not been {0 
couragious: For”tis reported, his ſtature was very 
fimall, his feet ill, and going inwards with his toes 
His neatneſs and finicalneſs, had more of the woman 
than man; the hairof his body was pull'd off con- 
ſtantly ; inreſpeCt that his hair was very thin upon 
his head, he wore a Border or Cap ſo exquilitely . 
well fitted, it was not to be known from his own : 
He ſhaved every day, and rubb'd his face over with 
ſteep'd bread, which cuſtomhe had uſed from the 
time he began firſt to have a Beard, on purpoſe that 
he might have none. It is faid alſo, that he many 
times celebrated Divine Service to 7/5 openly, ina 
Religious Veſtment of fine Linen. For which rea- 


, Cons (in my opinion) it is, that his death appear'd 


the more wonderful, becauſe ſo diſcrepant and nn- 
ſuitable to his life. Moſt of the Souldiers who were 
preſent about him, after they had kiſſed his hands 
and his feet, and given him the character ofa moſt 
magnanimons and ſingular Emperour, they kill'd 
themſelves about his Funeral Pile. Thoſe alfo who 
were abſent, underſtanding the deplorable news, 
were ſo ſenſibly affefted therewith, that they ſlew 
oneanother, Inſhort,many who whilſt he was alive, 
deteſted and abhorr'd him,applauded and cry'd him 
up as much'when he was dead ; and it was a com- 
monopinion and diſconrſe atnong the people, That 
i was not ſo much ambition, and immotterate deſire of 
Rule, that made him depoſe Gala, as a deſign to reftore 
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Iſtortans do not a little differ about 


I, j 
| the Extraction of Yire/kus; ſome will 
| having him Noble andAntient,others 
Modern, Mean and Contemptible, 


which I ſhould have thought had proceeded from 
the flattery or obloquie of thoſe who lived under the 
Empire of Yell, if I had not found that ey 
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his time they were in Controverſie about the Condi- 


tion of his Family. There isexrant a little book of 
9. Euloquius, to Q. Vitellius Quizſtor in the days of 


that the Yell are deſcended from Faunus King of 
the Aborigines, and Vitellia who was adored as a 
Goddeſs in many places, and that they had the 


ſoveraign Command in all the Territories of the La-. 


tins. That the remainder of thisrace was tranſplant. 
ed from the Sabins to Rome, where they were re. 
ceived amongſt the Patric, and that the Yitellan 
Cauſey from the Faniculum to the Sea, is a token 
of their greatneſs, as well as a Colony of the ſame 
name; whichthey antiently deſired totake into their 
protection, and to defend againſt the Equicul: with 
the forces of their own houſe only, and at their own 
proper expence. That afterwards in the time of 


the Samnites war, ſupplies being ſent into Apulia, 


ſome of the Yztellis remained and ſettled at Nucerzia, 
and that along while after ſome of their progeny re- 
turned to Rome, and were received into the Sena- 
tors Order. 

2. Ontithe contrary, ſeveral have writ that the 
Founder of this Family was a Libertine. Caſſius 
Severus and others affirm it was a Cobler, whoſe 
Son growing rich by purchaſing confiſcated goods, 
married the Daughter of one Anriochns a Baker, a 
common Harlot, and had a Son by her who became 


afterwards a Gentleman of Rome: But Fleave/this 


deſcrepancy undetermin'd : As tothe buſineſs; Pub- 
bus Vitellius of Nucerian extraction, (let the quali- 
ty and Original of his Anceſtors be what they wal ) 
was moſt certainly a Roman Knight, Procurator ts 
 Auguſts, and left behind him four Sons, who (Te- 
taining their Fathers Surname) were Giftingati' 

J 


Augnjtus of happy Memory, by which it appears 
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by their Prenomina onely; there were Aplus, Os 
#us, Publins, and Lucius : Aulus died in his Conſbl- 
ſhip, which dignity he entred upon with Domitins 
the Father of Nero, a Man who lived very fplen- 
didly, ard was famous for the Magnificence of his 
feaſts. Quintxs was turn'd out of the Senate and de- 
graded, uponan Order of the Houſe, at the motion 
of T :beriss, that ſuch perſons of the Senate as were 
unfit for that honour, might be ſecluded. Publins 
accus'd P:ſo his profeſt Enemy, and proſecuted him 
ſo ſtriftly for murdering Germanicns (whoſe. com- 
panion he was) that he caug'd him to be condemn'd. 
After he had exercis'd the Prztorſhip, being appre- 
hended amongſt the reſt of the Conſpirators with 
Sejanes, and committed to the cuſtody of his Bro- 
ther, he open*d his own veins with a Pen-knifez 
after which not. ſo much to lengthen his life, as to 
- gratifie the importunity of his friends, he ſuffer*d 
them to bind up his wounds, and was cured, but 
 diedinthe fame prifonafterwards of another diſtem- 
| Per. Luciss when hisConfulſhip expired, was made 
 Governour of Syria, during which Government he 
 notonly drill'd and inveigled Artabanus King of the 
Parthians into a Conference, but with great artifice 
 prevail'd with him to render worſhip and venerati- 
on to the Enſigns of the Legions. Not long after 
this, with Claudius the Emperour he bare two'ordi- 
nary Confulſhips, and the Office of Cenſor, and 
When Claudius wasabſent upon his expedition into 
Great Britain, Lucius was left Regent in his place. 
He was a manof great innocence, and induſtry, but. 
he lay under a ſcandal for an immoderate love he had 
for a Libertine woman, with whom he was ſo fond- 
lyinamour'd,hecaus'd her ſpittle to be mingled with 
honey, and us'd it as a fomentation for the _—_— 
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of his throat and arteries, and that not ſeldom, or. 


in private, but daily, and in publick. His.nature was 
marvellouſly inchn'd to flattery,and he was the man 


which gave the firſt example of adoring Calgnlaas | 


a God : for after his return from Syria, he never 
came-; 4nto his Preſence but with his head co- 


ver'd with avail, turning himſelf about, and then 


falling down proſtrate before him. He left no ſtone 
unturn'd to work himſclf into favour with Claudius, 
and obſerving him infinitely addicted to his wives 
and his freed-men, he beg'd of Meſſalina as the 
greateſt kindneſs ſhe could do him, that' ſhe would 
give him leave but to pull off her ſhooes, and having 
taken-one off from her right foot, he carried it away 
with him and wore it conſtantly betwixt his robe 
and his tunick, kiſſing it greatly at ſome times. The 
golden Images of Narciſſus, and Pallas, he worſhipt 
as his Houſhold Gods : and when Claxudzus exhibit- 
ed his ſecular ſhows to the people, his congratulati- 
on was this, Szpe facias, May you do the ſame many 
times, He died of a Palfie the next day after it took 
him, leaving two children which he had by Sextiba, 
a virtuous Lady and of an honorable family ; he had 
the happineſsto ſee them both Conſuls in one year, 
the youngeſt ſucceeding his Brother for ſix montbs 
together. Being dead,the Senate honour'd him with 
a publick Funeral, and a Statue before the Roftra 
with this inſcription, Pretatis immobilis erga Princt- 
pem ;, Of unmovable Loyalty towards his Prince. 

3. Aulus Vitellius the Emperour, was the Son of 
Lucius and born the 24th day of September, or as 
ſome will have 1t the 7th, when Draſus C:ſar, and 
Norbanus Flaccus were Conſuls: The Aſtrologers 
calculated his Nativity, and made ſuch predictions 
of tus fortune, that hus parents were in great ow 
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The Life of Vitelins. A2t 
henſion of him ; and his Father us'dali the power he 
had to hinder him from taking any imployment of 
importance upon him during his life. When he was 
| ſent to the Legions, and proclaim'd Emptrour,” his 
Mother wept and lamented it, ' as his unhappineſs, 
and misfortune, His infancy and youth, he paſt at 
Capree, amonglt lewd and infamous perſons, ſubſer- 
vient to the pleaſures of Tibera3; infomnch as; he 
gain'd an ill-name amongſt them, :was call'd by the 
Surname of Spi-ty:ia perpetually ;, and itwas thought 
the comlineſs of the Son was th&occafron-of the ad- 
vancement of: his Father, - 7 770 7 7, 

4.. His vices increaſing with his' years, and being 
overwheln'd with all kind of debauchery, itwasno 
hard matter for himto attainthe principal placegat 
Court. With Cabgula he inſinuated by his dexte> 
rity in managing his Chariot, 'with Claudius for his 
inclination to Dice : But more eſpecially with Nero, 
for the cauſes aforeſaid, as alſoupona peculiar piece 
of ſervice when he was Preſident at the ſolemnity 
calPd Neroneum:, for underſtanding his deſire of be: 
ing ingaged for the-prize amongſt the reſt ofthe 
Harpers, and that he was aſhamed to declareit, 
though he was invited and importun'd tot by all; 
when he werlt 6ut of the Theatre he followed him, 
and pretending that the people perſiſted in their-re- 

neſt, and had ſent him to ſulicithis return; he pre: 
vaiFd with him to come back again and put-in a- 

mong thereſt. L009 
- 5. Inthis manner by the favour of theſe threeEm- 
perours, he was advanc'd to the moſt conſiderable 
offices, both of the Church and State. He exercis'd 
the Proconſulſhip of Africa, and had the overſight 
of the publick works, which he executed with great 
inequality. In his Province he comparted ay += 
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honourably two years together, during which time 
he continued there as Lieutenant to his Brother ; 
But he fook not the ſame methods in his City 
adminiſtrations} far it is reported he took away the 
Offerings and Ornaments belonging to the Tem- 
ples, changing fome of them, and inſtead of Gold 
and Silver, (which were there before) putting Tin 
pndCopger in their places. 
©. 6, He married Petronia,the daughter of one who 
had been Conſul, by whom he had a Son named 
Petronianus, Who was blind of one eye. His Mother 
having made him her Heir,upon condition he ſhould 

freed out of the power of his Father, Yielus in- 

achis'd him, and (as is beliey'd) not long after 
made him away, accuſing him to have deſign'd the 
death: of his Parents, and pretending that touch'd 
with. remorſe of Conſcience, he had taken the 
poiſon himſelf which he had provided for his Fa- 
ther. A while: after he married Galeria Fundana, 
whoſe Father had-been Prztor, and by her he had 
Children of both ſexes 3 amongſt the reſt, one Son 
who had fo greata ſtammering and impediment in 
his ſpeech, ke was no more to be underſtood than if 
he bad been dumb. 
.'. He was fent by Gzlba into the Low-Coupg- 
tries, contrary to the opinion of all the world, by 
the favour (as. was ſuppos'd.) of T. Yinwius, who 
was: very powerful at that time, and whoſe friend- 
ſhip he had gain'd long ſince, by ſiding with him in 
the ſame FaCtion. But Galba profeſs'd openly, he 
did not advance him out of any extraordina 
eſteem he had of him, but becauſe he belicv'd thoſe 
prope leaſt to be fear'd, which were ſo much ad- 
dicted to their belly, and that the greedineſs of his 
appetite, might be ſatiated by the plenty of that- 
—__ PRs | - Province; 
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Province ; ſo that *tis clear, his imployment 1n that 
Charge was aneffect rather of the Contempt, than 
Favour: of the Emperour. It is certain aiſo, that 
when he was to ſet out, he had not wherewithal to 
bear his charges on the way ; and 'that he was fo 
bare of money and neceſlitous, that being to leaye 
his Wife and Children at Rome, he mued them up 
in a Garret which he hired for them, let his own 
houſe for the remainder of the year, and pawird a 
Pearl out ofhis Mothers ear, to- defray the expence 
of his journey, When he had furniſh'd himlelt in 
this manner, he had no-ſmall trouble to free himſelf 
from his Creditors, which throng'd to,him in great 
numbers, endeayouring to retard and detain . him;: 
Amongſt the reſt there were Sinueſſians, and For- 
mians, 'whoſe publick Taxes and Impoſitions being 
to paſs through his hands, he had miBpPly.Cs and 
cenverted part of them to his own uſe. To dif. 
ingage himſelf from them, he frighted them with 
an Action of Slander, having not ; long 'befape 
broughtan Action of Battery againſt a: Libertine, 
which ſolicited the payment of a ſum of money he 
ow'd him, with too much eagerneſs, pretending that 
he had kick'd and abus'd him ; nor could he be per- 
ſwaded to withdraw his Action, till he. had extorted 
from him fifty thouſand Sefterces. At his arrival in 
his Province, the Army not being oyer-well affected 
to the Emperour,and prone to new troubles, he was 
receiv'd with all expreſſion of joy imaginable, de- 
claringit could be nothing but the Gods which had 
ſent them the Son ofa perfon had been Conſul three 
times, in the flowerand vigour ofhisage, and of an 
affable and generous nature. Yitellus omitted not. 
any thing that might increaſe the good opinion they 
had conceiv'd of him of old ; For as /he-was in his 
XxX journey, 
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journey, he would kiſs and ſalute any Common 
Souldier he met upon the way, go into the Inns, 
and Victualling-houſes, and enquire of the Mu. 
lettiers-and Travellers with great courteſie, whe. 
ther they. had had their Breakfaſts, and belch 
-upon them ſometimes, to aſſure them that he had 
had his. 

8, Being got tothe Camp, he denied no bodies 
requeſt; of his own grace and motion he took off 


'all notes of ignominy, , diſpenc'd with thoſe which } 
[were guilty, and pardon'd all ſuch as ſtood con- 


.denfirfd' at that time : Whercupon he had ſcarce 
paſs'd one whole month amongit them, but with- 
'out regard either to the day, or the time, they came 
"one night into his Chamber on a ſudden, and taking 
"him away'iin the very poltare they found him, they 
- falnted him Emperour; and putting the Sword of 

Divns Julia: into his hand, (whica was taken out 
of the Temple of Xars, and given him by one of the 


*Sonldiers in their firſt acclamations) they. led him } 


-with great triumph through the principal and moſt 
frequented Streets of the Town. When he return'd 
to the Pretoriim, which was his own Quarters, ne 
Found the Chimney of the room where he dined 
on fire; and obſerving a general conſternation in 
his friends, ' who looked: upon it as a dangerous 
'Omen, he recolle&ted them ' with theſe words, 
Courage, be of good chear, this flame is for nothin 
but to hight us": - Nor did he make any other ſpeec 
'to the- Souldiers, After. this, the Army 1n the 
Upper/ Germany (which was then in Rebellion 
againſt 'Galba, in favour'of the Senate) having de- 
clar'd for him, by common. conſent they tender'd 
him the | Surname of Germanicus ;; which he 
accepted- very 'readily, deferring the Title . of 
| Auguſi ns, 
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Auguſtus, and refuſing abſolutely that of Ceſar 
for ever. 
9. As ſoon as he had the news that Galba was 
dead, having put the affairs of the Province in 
order, he divided his Forces, ſent one party before 
againit Ocho, and march'd himſelf with the reſt as 
a Reſerve: To the Troops in the Van there arrived 
an accident of very good Omen; for on a ſudden, 
from theright ſide of the Squadron, an Eagle ap- 
\ pear'd, which flying round about their Standards 
and Enſigns, hover'd ſoftly before them, as it were 
to ſhew them the way. On the contrary, as he 
moved, and theparty with him, all the Statues on 
Horſeback which were erected for him in many 
places, their legs failing them, on a ſudden fell down 
and were broken to picces; and the Garland of 
Laurel which he wore molt religiouſly about his 
-head, fell off into a River. A while after, as he was 
in his Tribunal, adnuniſtring Juſtice in Vienna, a 
(Cock. came: and fate upon his ſhoulder, and after- 
wards.upon his head :: And the Events were ſuitable 
to the Preſages; for his Lieutenants had the good 
fortune to ſettle himin the Empire, but he was not 
ſo happy as to hold it. | 
- 10. While he was yet in Gaxle, he had the News 
of his Victoryat Bebrizcum, and thedeath of Orhe; 
whereupon without more ado, by one ſingle Edi&t 
hedisbanded his Preztorian Cohorts, as 1editious, 
. and ofill example, commanding them to deliver in 
their Armsto the Tribunes. Thoſe hundred and 
twenty, whoſe Petitions to Otho he had found, de- 
firing. recompence for their aſliſtance in killing of 
Galba, he caus'd to be ſearched out, and puniſhed 
ſeverely. Theſe beginnings were honourable, and 
'made them hope'from him, whatever was nn de- 
| red 
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fired-info great a Prince; but he behaved himſelf 
afterwards according to his ill inclinations, and for- 
mer way of living, rather than to the Majeſty and 
Grandeur of an Emperour : For no ſooner had he 
begnn his journey, but he rode through the Cities 
in a Triumphal manner. He ſtirr*d not upon the 
Rivers, but in his painted»Pleaſure-boats, trim'd 


and adorn'd with Garlands of Flowers, and. 


victuall'd with the moſt exquiſite delicates cauld 
be got, without any order or diſcipline either 
amongſt his Souldiers or Servants, ſporting himſelf 
and laughing at their rapines and infolencies, how 
inſupportable ſoever : For not being contented with 
Free-quarter wherever they came, they enfranchis'd 
what Slaves they thought good, and where any re- 
fiſted, they made no ſcruple to beat, wound, and 


kill them as they pleas'd. Whenhe came into the 


Fields where the Battle was fought,there were ſome 
of his Train who nauſeated and deteſted the ſmell 
of the dead bodies; but he had the impudence to 


confirm them, -with this moſt abominable ſpeech, - 


Adead Enemy ſmells well, but a dead Gtizen better : 
Yet immediately to qualifie and correct the ugli- 
neſs of the favour, he call'd for good ſtore of Wine, 
drunk itpublickly, and according to his accuſtomed 
vanity diſtributed the reſt amongſt his Souldiers, 
Beholding the Stone under which Orho was buried, 
with am inſcription engraven upon it to his memory, 
he faid, He was worthy of that Monument ;, and ha- 
ving gotten the Poniard with which he kilFd him- 
ſelf, he ſent it to Colonia Arrippina to be dedicated 
to Mars,and paſs'd one whole night in his revellings 
upon the Apenmne. 

Io. Atlength he entred the City,with his Trum- 
pets before him, in his Imperial Mantle, his Sward 
} | . , | ' 
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by his fide, in the midit of his Military Enſigns, his 
Attendants in their Caſlocks of War, and his Soul- 
; diers with their Arms preſented : After which (in 
defiance of all Law both Divine and Humane ) he 
grew worſe and worſe, and took upon himſelfthe 
dignity of High Prieſt, upon the very ſame day on 
which the Romans were defeated by the Garls near 
the River Ala, which was eſteem'd unfortunate 
for ever after. He ordain'd, the Comitia or Aſſem- 
blies for the EleCtion of Magiſtrates, ſhould be held 
from ten years to ten years, and himſelf be made 
- perpetual Conſul : And that it might appear toall 

the World, what example he propoy'd to follow in 

the Government of the Commonwealth, he Sacri- 
ficed publickly to the Ghoſt of Nero, in the midſt 
of the Field of Afars, in a General Aſſembly of the 
Prieſts - And at a ſolemn Feat, belanenticks pleas'd 
with one which -play'd upon the Harp, he com- 
manded him -to ſing ſomething in commendation 
of Domitins ;, whereupon the Harper beginning 
one of Nero's Songs, he was the firſt which iclapt 
his hands, and gave moſt evident tokens of .bis 
applauſe, 

12. Inthis manner he began his Empire, where-- 
in the moſt part-of his affairs were managed by the 
Counſel or Capricio of Players, Charioteers, or ſock 
kind of inconſiderable fellows, amongſt which 
ticus his Freed-man, had a ny wa place. 
Aſiaticus wasa perſon with whom he had had - 
infamous commerce of a mutual proſtitution, when 
he was a youth; butgrowing weary of that trade, 
he ran away from him : afterwards by accident he 
found him "felling a certain Drink called Poſea at 
Puteols, caus'd him to be ſeized upon; and clapt 
into Irons : > but upon ſecond thoughts, he _— 

um 
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him, and receiv*d him into the ſame favour as be. 
fore. Not long after, being again offended at his 
Contumacy, and ill humour, he fold him to an am- 
bulatory Fencing-maſter, and ſtole him away again 
when he was ready to have been produc*'d upon the 


Stage, to have play'd his Prize amongſt the reſt of 


the Combatants; as ſoon as he accepted his Pro- 
vince, he infranchis'd him quite; and the firſt day 
of his Empire, he preſented him at Supper with a 
Gold Ring ; though that very morning, beingear- 


neſtly requeſted by all people to conferr that honour | 


upon him, he rejected their prayers, and ſeem'd to 
abominate {ſo great a blot and diſparagement to 
the Equeſtrian Order. 
.. 13. He was addiftedtoall ſorts-of vices, but el- 
pecially to Luxury and Cruelty, he eat conſtantly 
three meals a day, and ſometimes four, not content» 
ing hicaſelf with his breakfaſt,dinner and ſupper,un- 
$ he had his Collation afterwards, with all which 
'hecomported well enough having brought his bod 
to a habit of Vomiting when he-pleas?d: But theſe 
Feaſts were' not alwaies at his. own charge; he 
frequently invited himſelf to his friends,” to6 
- breakfaſt *in':one place, - to dinner in another; to 
Tupper inathird, all in the ſam# day, and they- en- 
;tertain'd him generally with ſo much magnihcence; 
ſeldom any of their Treats coſt them leſs than 
£0000" Sefterces apiece. But the moſt memorable 
Tipper that was made for him, was by his Brother 
athis firſt comingto Rome, in which; by report, two 
thouſand ſeveral-diſhes of fiſh; and-feven thouſand 
.of fowl (the choiceſt of both ſorts that could be 
got) were ſerved-up to his Table; and yet his 
own profuſion exceeded all this, at the dedication 


of that platter;' which by-reaſon of its vaſtneſs and . 


Capa- 
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apacity, he call'd the Buckler of Afnerva. In this 
diſh he had an Ogka brought up, made of the Sounds 
of the fiſh called Scarr:, the brains of Pheſants and 
Peacocks,the tongues of the bird call'd Phemcoprterus, 
the ſmall guts of Sea Lampreys fetcht on purpoſe by 
his Galleys from the Carpathian Sea, and the coaſts 
of Spain.” Nor was he more infatiable, than unſea- 
ſonable in his Gluttony, not being able to contain 
during the time he was at ſacrifice, from plucking 
' the entrails, corn, and meal (half roaſt andparch'd 
as they were) out of the fire, to devour them : and 
inthe Inns upon the road as he travell'd, he fell 
aboard what ever he met with,not only meat ſo hot 
as no other body could touch, but cold meat left 
the day before, and ſuch fragments as were half eat- 
en already. 

14. He was ſo unnaturally inclin'd to cruelty, he 
puniſh*d all forts of people with death, upon the 
leaſt occaſion whatever. There was no frand or 
hypocriſie which he left unpractis*d, to deſtroy 
ſuch perſons of Quality as had been, formerly his 
Schoolfellows, and his Aſſociates; careſling themſo 
far ſometimes, as to give them even a ſhare in the 
Government of the State. To one of them,amongſt 
the reſt, who being in a violent fit of a Feaver, de- 
fired to drink, he mingled poiſon with cold water, 
and gave it him with his own hand. Such Uſurers, 
Scriveners, and Publicans, as demanded either pay- 
ment of what he ow?'d them in Rome, or Toll and 
Duty upon the Road, he ſeldom or never excus'd : 
Of which number one coming to ſalute him, he 
commanded him to be put to death ; but his mind 
turning of a ſudden, he ſent for him back again. 
This action of his being applauded by all people, 
as a ſignal piece of Clemency, he caus'd him to be 

executed 
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executed before his face, declaring, Thi he meant 
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ro feed bis own eyes with the ſpeltacle. Hayi 
pu Gpary another \.4 death, hy noms his os. 
Sons for company, for no other reaſon, but that 
they had preſum'd to intercede for their Father, A 
Roman Knight being haled away likewiſe to his 
puniſhment, crying out to him as he went along, 
Tou are my Heir, you are my Heir;, he caus'd him to 
ſhew his Teitament, and fhnding himſelf only Co- 
heir with a Freed-man of the Teſtators, to make his 
inheritance ſecure, he order*d them both to be 
hang*d. Some of the meaner fort he put to death 


likewiſe, and for no other cauſe, but that they had 


laugh'd at the blew faction of the Charioteers, upon 
a fancy that they did it in contempt of him,and that 
they durſt not have been fo audacious, but that they 
had hopes of ſome new revolution. But againſt no 
fort of pcople was his anger more viſible, than 


againſt Aſtrologers and Fortune-tellers; no ſooner 


was any of them accus'd, but without troublin 

himſelf to enquire into the truth, he comman 

them to be ſlain. That which had given him {6 
eat a Picque againſt that Profeſſion, was this 
ving publiil'd an Edict, requiring all Matheme 


ticians to depart the City of Rome by the Calends 


of Oftober ; there was a Libel ſet up in the fame 
form, Requiring (in the name of the Chaldeans) 
Vitellius Germanicus to depart the World by the ſame 
day. He was ſuſpected alfo to have had a hand in the 
the death ofhis Mother, having commanded that no 
meat ſhould be given her, under pretence that ſhe 


was ſick, and it would do her harm ; induc'd there- - 
to by the Predictions of an Old woman, whom he . 


veliev'd as an Oracle, and whohad told him, That 
if be outliv'd bis. Mother, be ſhould Reign @ long time 
po 
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iu health wh ſecurity. Others will have it, that being 
weary of her preſent condition,and apprehending to 
be worſe, ſhe beg'd poiſon of her Son, and he was 
| odutiful as to grant her deſire, 

I5. The eighth month after he was Emperor,the 
Armies in Meſia and Pammonia revolted from him, 
and of the Tranſmarine forces, thoſe in 7Zudea and Sy- 
- ria did the ſame ; part of them declaring for Yeſpaſs- 

ar, who was amongſt them, and part of them ta- 
king an Oath to him in his abſence. To retain there 
fore the affetions of the reſt of his Troops he cared 
-not what largeſles he gave either in publick or pri- 
-yate; and in his Levies in Rvme, he promis'd all vo- 
luntiers not only immediate diſmiſſion after the vi- 
; Qory(was obtain'd, but the ſame rewards as ifthey 
had been Yeterans,and ran through the wholt courſe 
of the wars. At length the Enemy advancingupon 
him both by Land'and by Sea, He ſent his Brother 
with a Fleet of new rais'd men and Fencers, an the 
one {ide,and onthe other ſide,ſuch Officers and Soul- 
diers as had gain'd the Battle at Bebriacum. Bein 
beaten, or betray'd in all places, he capitulated wit 
Flavius Sabinus the Brother of Yeſpaſian todeliver up 
all, upon condition hislife might be ſpared,and 100 
millions of Seſterces allowed him for his ſubſiſtence z 
- awhile after he preſented himſelf before the Stairs 
of the Palace, and in the midſt of the Souldiers de- 
clar'd, That he did reſign the Empire, and that when 
be accepted it firſt, it was againſt his Will. The Souldi- 
ers unanimouſly oppoſing, he deferr'd it for the pre- 
fent, but the next morning by break of day he ap- 
pear'd at the Roſtra in mourning, and with many 
tears made the ſame declaration 1g writing. The Sol- 
diers and People interrupted him the ſecond time, 
exhorting him not to deſpond, and promiſing _ 
ThEIT 
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their utmoſt aſſiſtance; he recolleCted his Sprrits, 
and unexpectedly falling upon Sabinus and the reſt 


of the Flavians when they thought themſelves ſe- 


cure; he forc'dthem into the Capitol, and ſetting 
fire to theTemple of Fapirer conſum'd them all in it; 
during-which combat and conflagration he was feaſt- 
ing in the Palace of Tiberizs, and with great plea- 
ſure beheld all the paſlages in that lamentable Spe- 


Ctacle.A while after repenting of what he had done, | 


and laying the fault upon other people, he called a 
publick aſſembly, before. whom he took a ſolemn 
Oath,and compelled the reſt to take the ſame, That 
nothing was more dear to him than the peace & tranquil- 
lity of the Common-wealth. After which pulling oft his 
ſword,he preſented it firſt to the Conſul, he refuſing 
it, tothe Magiſtrates, and Senators one by one, but 


no body receiving it, he departed with reſolution, ' 


todepoſit it in the Temple of Concord; and when 
ſome of them cryed out, That he himſelf was Concord, 
he return'd and not only proteſted that he retain'd 
the Sword, but that he accepted alſo the Surname of 
Concord. 

16. The condition of hisaffairs being thus, he in- 
treated the Senate to depute certain of the Veſtal 
Virgins and other perſons to-repair to the Enemy, 
and to deſire peace, or at lealt a preciſe time for a 
Conference. The next morning as he was attending 


their anſwer, the Scouts brought in word the Ene- 
my was at hand ;, being {urprized withthe news, he 


ſhut himſelf up cloſe ina kind of a Litter, and ac- 


companied only with two perſons, his Baker and 


Cook, he took his way to his Fathers houſe upon the 
Aventin Mount, deligning from thence to make his 
eſcape into Campania. A while after upon an idle 


and uncertain report, that peace was concluded, he 
| ; ſuffer'd 
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ſuffer'd himſelf to be reconvey'd to his Palace,where: 
finding all things ſolitary and abandon'd, and thoſe 
perſons which came with him, to deſert him priyate- 
ly, he put a girdle with certain pieces of Gold ſtircht 
into it, about him, and fled into the-Porters lodge, 
tyed a Dog at the door without; and:barricado'd it 
on the inficle with the- bed and beddmg. 

- 17. By this time a party of Yeſpaſeans had entred 
the Palace, and no body appearing, they ſearchtall 
places (as is uſual) till at lalt having diſcover*d him, 
they pulPd him out of his Kennel, and not knowing 
him, inquired only who he was, and it he could tell 
them where they might ind Yirellus ;,. at firſt hede- 
e1v'dthem by a lye, but afterwards being known, 
he pretended he had matters of great importance to 
diſcover to Yeſþaſian, and beg'd very hard that they 
would keep him, though it were in Priſon, till he 
could ſpcak with him. But all was in vain, for ty- 
Ing his hands behind him, putting a halter about his 
neck, and tearing his very clothes from off his back, 
they dragged him half naked into the Market place, 
through the white ſtreet called the 714 Sacra, up- 
braiding him with a thouſand injurious words, and 
uling him with inexpreſſible indignity, tying his 
head backward with his hair (as is uſual tothe moſt 
execrable MalefaCtors) and holding the point of a 
[word under his chin, lelt by bending down his head 
be might prevent the ſhewing of his Face: ſome 
pelted him with dung, and dirt, others revil'd hint 
by his great diſh,others call'd him Izcendiary, others 
reproacht him by the imperfections of his body, (for 
he was of an enormous tallneſs, his face red for the 
molt part with drinking of Wine, his belly very fat, 
and not well ſupported by one of his thighs, which 
was bruited long before, oy the bruſh of a Chariot, 


whilſt 
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whilſt he was _ upon Caligula in one of his Ca- , 


reers) at laſt having brought Kim to the Gemonian 
ſtairs, -they kilPd him with little ſtrokes, and-from 
* thence dragged him witha hook and threw him into 
Tyber. | 
18, In this manner he died, with his Son and his 
Brother, in the 57th year of his age. His end corre. 
young exactly with the predictions of thoſe who: 
reted the Omen which befell him (as we have 
maned Jat Vienna, which was noother than that 
he ſhould fall into the hands of a Frenchman, for he 
was killed by Antonius Primus, who commanded the 
adverſe party ; was born in Tolsſe,- and in his mino- 
rity was call*d Becco, which in the French language 
15 as much as the beak of a Cock. 
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1, TE Empire which for a ng: tinie had 
been tottering; and unſetled, by the 
34 rebellion and laughter of three Em: 
perours ſucceſſively, was at length 
hx'd and eſtabliſh*'d by the Family of the Flaws. 
True it is, its original -was not very illuſtrious, 'as 
not being able to glory in the Grandeur of its An-- 


F & 3 ceſtors + 
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ceſtors: Nevertheleſs the Commonwealth had ns 
cauſe to be aſham'd of it, though Domotianus was 
made an Example for his cruelty and avarice. 
Titus Flavius Petro was a Citizen of Reatz, and a 
Centurion in the Civil Wars with Pompey; whether 
he ſerv'd voluntarily, or by compulfion, is not 
known; butthis is certain, he fled home to his own 
houſe after the Battle of Pharſala,and having made 
his peace, afid diſcharg'd himſelf from the Army,he 
took imployment under the Farmers of the Revenue, 
| and Collected their Taxes. His Son, ſurnamed Sa-. 
binus, either unskillful in matters of War, or (as 
{ome will have it) releasd of his Military Oath, | 
upon occaſion of - his ſickneſs, when he. was a Cen- 
turion, was a Partiſan ih Aſia, where he gather'd 
the Cuſtoms and Impoſitions called Quadrageſima, 
with ſo much integrity, that there were Images 
erected by the Cities in. his memory, with this in- 
{cription, xaia; Trorigearr:, To the honeſt Publican. 
After this he went into Helveria, where he put out 
Money to Intereſt, and died, leaving his Wite 
Veſpaſa Polla, and two Children behind him, the 
3 elder of which was called Sabiizws, and arrived at 
, the Government of the City; the younger called 
Veſpaſian, attain'd tqbe Emperour. Polla was born 
of honourable Parents in Nurſsa, her Father being 
Faſefin Polkio, aperſon that had three times been 
ilitary Tribune, and Mareſchal du Campe, and his 
Brother a Senator firſt, and afterwards hagoneet 
with the dignity of the Prztorſhip. Six miles from 
Niurſia, 1n the road to Spoletum, upon the top of a 
high Mountain, there is a place which hears the 
name of Yeſpaſie to this day, in which there are 1o 
many, and conſiderable Monuments of the Ye/pa/is 
to be ſeen, as doclearly iyince the ſplendor and 
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antiquity of that Family, I will not deny but it is 
reported by fome Authors, that the Father of Petro 
was born beyond the Po; that he drove. a great 
Trade amonglit the Labourers, who uted to come 
yearly out of Umbria, into the. Territory of the 

 Sabmes, for the Tillage of their Ground ; that his 
habitation was in the Town of Rexre, at which place 

he married his Wife : But for my own part, I have _ 

Farch'd with ſufficient curioſity, and could never 
find the leaſt track of Authority to- perſwade me to 
believe it. | 

2, ch, ann was born in the Dominion of the 
Sabines, beyond Reare, at a little Town called Pha- 
lacrive, the ſeventeenth of November towards the 

Evening, in the Conſulſhip of Q. Sulpicius Came* 
rinns, and C. Poppeus Sabinus, frveyears before the 
death of Auguſtus. He was educated by his Grand- 
mother by the Fathers ſide, in a houſe ſhe had about 
Gfa; which place when he was Emperour after- 
wards, he did conſtantly frequent, the houſe being 
preſerv'd as it was in his youth, that his eyes might 
not be deprived of any thing they had been accu- 
ſtomed formerly to fee. The memory of his Grand- 
mother was ſodear to him, that in all Feſtival and 
Solemn days, he drank out of a Silver Cup which 
had been hers, and no other. Having put on his 
Virile Gown, he had an averſion a long time for 
the Senators Robe, though his Brother had taken'it 
upon him; nor could he be prevaiPd with at laſt, 
but by the compulſion of his Mother, who wrought 

wpon him not ſo much by her perſwaſions, or au- 

. thority, as by her gibes and reproaches, calling him 

oftentimes by was of derifion, his Brothers Uſher. 

He ferv'd as a Military Tribune in Thrace: Being 
Queſtor, the Provinces of Crete and Cyrene fell to 

F f 4 his 
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him by Lot. and when he ſtood Candidate to be 


XEdilis,and Pretor, he obtain'd the Xdileſhip with 
much difhculry, and in the fixth place ; but the 


Preztorthip was granted him at 'the firit. . Being 1n Þ 


poſſeſſion of: that place, and animated exceedingly 
againlt the Senate, he endeavoured by all wayes to 
in{invate himfelt.into the favour of Cal:2ula ; for 
which reaſon, he deſir'd that he might be permitted 
toexhibite- extraordinary Plays in his honour, upon 
the Vidtory;hechad gain'd in Germany; and being 
conſulted in the Senate againſt the Conſpirators, 
headvigd that their bodies ſnonld be left unburied, 
asSahb adUitiontotheir former puniſhments : beſides 
which;:nthe preſence of the whole Senate, he gave 
Extignlathanks, for having done him the honour to 
admit him zabis Table. 

-/;3. While! thele things were in agitation, he 
marticti:Flavia Dowitilla, who had been Servant to 
Statilirs Capella, a Gentleman of Rome, born'\in 
Sabraca in. Africk: but afterwards ſhe was madp 
free, and Catizen of Rome, with all the formalities, 
upon the ſecurity of -her Father Flavius Liber alis, 
born at Ferentinum, and never advanc'd higher than 
to. a Treaſurers Clerk, By her he had two Sons, 
anda iDavghter, Tits, Domitianus, and Domitilla : 
He out-liyved& both his Wife, and his Daughter, and 
was but as-it5yere a private perſon when they dyed. 
After his Wifes' deceaſe, he receiv'd into His com- 
pany again Cezis a Freed-woman, and Amannenſis 
to Antonia, whom he had paſſionately loved before, 
and afterwards when he wag Etaperour, kept her in 
his houſe as his lawful Wite. 

4. In the Empire of Claudius, being made Lieute- 
nant of a Legion;by the favour of Narciſſus, he was 
diſpatch'd into Germany, from whence being Polted 
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into Britain, he fought three conſiderable Battles, 
took twenty ſtrong Towns, and upwards, and re- 
duc'd the Ifle of Wizhr, which is an Iſland 'adjacent: 
"Part of which Exploits he performed under the 
Conduct of A. Plautins, Licutenant to the Conlul, 
and partly under Claudirs himſelf > and asa recom- 
pence for his diligence, he was honoured with the 
Iriumphal Ornaments,and ina ſhort time with two 
Sacerdotal Dignities, beſides a Conſulſhip, which 
he exccuted only the two lait months of the year. 
In the interim,till he was made Pro-conful, (having 
lome apprehenſi ons of Acripp:na, who at that time 
- was very potent with her Son, and abnor'd all per- 
ſons which had had any intimacy, with Varcifſzs 
* he lived privately without any Charge. Afterwards 
the Government of Africk, falling to his ſhare, he 
manag'd it with integrity and honour, only once 1n 
a Sedition at Adrumetum, he had Turneps thrown at 
him by the people. - At his return he was no richer 
than when he went; for his Credit being at ſtake, 
zand hisCreditors preſling for their Money, he was 
-forc'd to Mortgage all his Eſtate to his Brother, 
and to make advantages by ſelling and iwopping 
of Horſes, for the ſupport of his dignity ; where- 
upon they call'd him commonly the Horſe-Corrſer. 
Itis reported likewiſe, that he was convict of ha- 
ving extorted 200000 Sefterces from a young, Gen- 
tleman, for making him a Senator againlt his Fu- 
thers will, for which action he was ſeverely re- 
buk'd. In the V oyage Nero made into Achaia, itt 
was one of his-Train; but incurr'd his diſpleaſure 
exceedingly, innot attending with that admiratiou 
and reverence (as in good manners 3e ought tg 
have done}) when he was ſinging, it be: ng his uital 
cuſtom either to ſteal privately out of the room, cr 
ta!l 


— 


fall aſleep in the midſt of is Muſick: Upon which 
account he was not only forbid the Court, but to 
falute the Emperour publickly; whereupon he re- 
tir'd into a little Town out of the way, where he 
kept himſelt cloſe againſt the vengeance of Mero, 
till he was offer'd the Command beth of a Province 
and Army. There was an opinion ſpread all over 
the Eaſt, and it had obtain'd very much, That by 
inevitable Decree thoſe who came out of Judea about 
that time, were to have the Empire of the World. The 
Jews miſtaking the Propheſie, and applying it to 
themſelves, (which the Event ſhew'd afterwards 
was intended of the Emperour of Rome) fell into a 
Rebellion,ſlew their Governowr ; and the Confulary 
Leiutenant of Syria, bringing him relief, theyſfell 
upon him, ronted him, and took from him his [m- 
perial Standard. To reduce theſe Rehels to their 
Obedience, it was fit they ſhould provide them- 


ſelves with a more puiſſant Army, and a General of, 


{uch Conduct and Experience, as they might ſafely 
commit an aflair of that conſequence into his hands. 
In this deliberation, Yeſþaſian was pitch*d upon as a 
perſon whohad gtven ample expreſſions of himſelf, 
and-was not tobe ſuſpected, for the humitkty of his 
Extraction : Having therefore reinforc'd the Army 
with two Legions,-cight wings of Horſe, and ten 
Cohorts of Foot, he march'd for Fudea,accompanied 
by his eldeſt Son, who was one of his Lieutenants. 
Athis firſt arrival, he made himſelf admirable to all 
the Provinces adjacent, for his Regiment, Diſci- 
pline, and the invincibleneſs of tis Courage: for 
in his two firſt Engagements, he behaved himlelt 
molt honourably, and at the ſtorming of a Caſtle, he 
receiy*d an unlucky blow upon his knee with.a 
Stone, beſides feyeral Arrows upon his Target. 

5. After 
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' 5. After the death of Nero and Galba, whillt Orho 
and Yitelles were in diſpute for the Soveraignty, 
he was confirm'd in the hopes (which a long time he 

had conceiv'd)of attaining it himſelf,by theſe prodi- 
gies following. In a Country houſe beloaging to the 

Flaw, not far from the City, there was an old Oak 
conſecrated toMars;this Tree at three ſeveral times, 
when Yeſpaſta Lay-in, put forth each time a bough 
out of its Trunk on a ſudden, giving thereby a mani- 
feſt prognoſtick of the deſtiny of every one of them 
as they came into the World; The firſt was 
but ſlender, and quickly dried up : and fo 
her Daughter which was her fizit born, lived not a 
compleat year. The ſccond tough and long, and pre- 
fagd great felicity. But the third was great, likea 
Tree; whereupon it is faid, that his Father Sabin 
baving been confirm'd before, by one of the South- 
fayers, told his Mother, That fhe had a Grandchild 
now born which would be Empereur ;, and that ſhe only 
laught when ſhe heard it, and declar*d,That ſhe could 
not but wonder (ber ſenſes being ſtill good) her ſon ſhould 
doat and talk, idly already. Calignla having advanc'd 
him to-the Exileſhip, and being angry one day for 
his remiſneſs in ſceing the ſtreets kept clean, he 
commanded theSoldiers to take up ſome of the durt 
and belmear him, which they did,and threw it inta 
the lap of his Embroidred Robe, which by ſome peo- 
ple was interpreted asa token, That the time ſhould 
come when the Common-wealth being {orſaken and trod- 
den under foot by ſome Civil diſſention, ſhould have re- 
courſe to him for proteition, and jeek.its ſanttuary mn his 

| boſom. As he was atdinner another time, a ſtrange 

Dog came into the room, with a mans hand in his 

mouth; and laid it under the Table. Again- being at 

Supper, an Oxe which had been at Plough, ſhak'd 

off 
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off his Yoke, broke into the room,and having fright- 
ed and diſpers'd his ſervants, (as if he had been ty-- 
red of a ſudden) laid himſelf down gently by him, 
and put his head to his feet, as a teltimony of ſuh- 
miſſion. In an eſtate which belong'd to his Anceſtors 
a Cypreſs Tree was pulPd np by the roots, and 
thrown down without any tempeſt or violence, and' 
the next day found growing again, with more ver- 
dure and firmneſs than before. Whenhe was in 4- 
chata, he dream'd that the felicity and good fortune 
of himſelf and family ihould commence as ſoon as 
Vero ſhould loſe a Tooth; and it came to paſs, that 
going to Court the next day, one of the Emperours 


Phyſicians ſhew'd him a Tooth which he had newly' 


drawn. In Fadea, Conſulting the Oracle of the God 
Carmel,his anſwer was fo favourable,that it promis'd 
him infallible ſucceſs in whatever he projected were 
it never ſo great. There was one of the moſt honour: 
able of his Captives called Foſephus alſo, who being 
by his order clapt into Prifon, aftirm'd boldly that 
in a ſhorttime he ſhould be ſet at liberty by the fame 
perſon, but he ſhould be Emperour firſt. From Rome 
alſo he receiv*d tidings of ſeveral preſages : One a- 
mong the reſt was, That Nero about the end of his 
days, was advertis'd in a dream to remove the fa- 
cred Chariot of Fupiter from the Chappel where it 
ſtood, to YVeſpaſiar's houſe, and from thence into the 
Grcus, Andnot long after, at the ſolemn aſſembly. 
for Galba's ſecond Eleftion into the Confulſhip, the 
Statueof Fulins Ceſar turn'd: about of it ſelf towards 
the Eaſt. Andjuſt before the Battle at Bebriacum,two 
Eagles being ſeen fighting in the air till one of them 
was beaten, upon a ſudden there appear'd a third 
from the Eaſt, which drove away the Conquerour. 
6. Nevertheleſs, though his friends were om 
an 
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*Zxdea,took the ſaid oathin his preſence alſo. Theſe 
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and ſollicited him very carneſtly to declare, he could 
never be brought toattempt any thing, till he found 
himſelt favour'd and invited by ſome perſons who 


were both abſent and unknown. Two thouſand men 


drawn out of three Legions, and ſent to the reliet of 
Othe, having intelligence that he was defeated, and 
hatl'kill'd himſelf, they gave no credit to the report, 
but advanc'd as far as Agq:.leia; being there, they 
took their opportunity, and gave themſelves over to 
all ſort of licentiouſneſs and rapine ;, afterwards ap- 
prehending they might be called to an account at 
their return, and poſlibly receive the reward of their 
violences, they took up a reſolution to Elect and 
Create an Emperor of their own, alledging that they 
were not interiour either to the Spamſh, Fretorian, 
ar German Armies, who had advanc'd Galba, Otho, 
and Yitelins, to the Empire. Having named all the 
Conlular Lieutenants, who were in command at 
that time, and had great conteitation ; Certain Sol- 


diersof the third Legion who about the end of Ne- 


ro's reign had been removed out of Syria, into Me- 
ſia, took occalion to recommend Yeſpaſear The 
Character being well received on all hands, by com- 
man conſent he was concluded worthy of the Em- 
pire, and forthwith they inſcrib'd his Name upon 
all their Enſigns. At firſt it was thought fit tocon- 
ceale it,thatthey might recollect themſelves by de- 


grees, and renew their diſcipline. But when it was 


divulg'd, Tiberius Alexander the Governour of E- 
#ypr, was the firſt which forc'd the Legions to take 
an oath of fidelity to YVeſpaſian , which happening to 
fall out upon the firſt day of Fly, the firlt day of 
Fuly was held for the firſt day of his Empire for ever 
after.On the eleventh of 7»ly,the Army with him in 


En- 


446 The Life of Velſpaſian. 

Enterprizes were very much promoted by the Co- 
py of a Letter (true or falſe) which Ocho was re- 
ported to have writ to Yeſþaſian, exhorting and cons 
guring him to revenge his death, andto reſcue the 
Common-wealth from Captivity : Beſides, it was 
ſpread abroad,that Yirellins was reſolved, if he were 
Conquerour, to change the Winter Quarters of hig' 
Legions, and to remove thoſe in Germany into the 
Eaſtern parts, where the War was moſt eafie and 
ſecure. - Moreover Licinus Muſranus depoſiting the 
animoſity which he had had for him till that day, 


(upon an emulation of his greatneſs) promis*d him } 


is Army in Syrsa, and Yologeſus King of the Parth- 
ens 40000 Archers. | 
7. The Civil War being commenc*d in this man- 


ner, and his Captains ſent before with his Troops } 


into /raly, he paſt over himſelfto Alexandria, to 
ſeize upon the avenues into Egype ; whilſt he was 
there, he entred privately into the Temple of Sera- 
pr alone, to receive the Auſpices touching the firm 
neſs and ſtability of his Empire; and having endea- 


voured by all formalities to render that God propi- | 


tions, he turn'd himſelf about according to the rites 
of adoration; and to his thinking beheld Yervam 


Crowns, and loaves of Bread (as 1s uſual in that 


place ) preſented to him by Baſ#l:des, a Freed-man, 


though it was known no perſon admitted him into' 
theTemple;that he had been long ſo ill of a weaknels I 


in his Nerves, he was ſcarceable to go; and be- 
ſides that, he was at that time a great diſtance off 


that place. Immediately hereupon Letters were | 


brought to him, importing the defeat of the Yiteli- 
an Army, near Cremona ; aud that Yirellins himſelt 
was murdered at Rome.Having been advanc'd inthis 
unexpected manner, and made Emperour on a _ 
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den, he wanted ſomething of that Majeſty angau- 
thority,which is neceſſary 1n ſo great a Prince 3 but 
his good fortune preſented him with an opportunity 
to ſupply himſelt even with that. A blind and !ame 
man, of mean condition, and the common rank of 
the people, preſenting themſelves to him, as he 
was {itting upon his Tribunal, beſeeched him moſt 
humbly that he would vouchfafe to cure them, for 
they had been admoniſh'd by their God Serapis in 
a dream, that if he pleas'd but to ſpit upon the eyes 
of the one, and but touch the other with his heel, - 
both of them ſhould recover and be well. Yeſþaſiar 
had not faith enongh to believe them, nor to hope 
for any ſuch ſucceſs, ſoas he could ſcarce be per- 
ſwadedto make the experiment ; but at laſt being 
over-ruPd by the importunity of his friends, he try- 
ed both ways, and was anſwer'd by the effect. At 
the ſame time at Tegea in Arcadia, by the intima- ' 
tion and impulſe of the Prophets, they digg'd in a 
ſacred place,and found ſeveral Veſſels very _—_ 
among which there was an Image exactly reſem- 
bling Yeſpaſtar. | 

8. Being returned to Rome, full of glory and re- 
tation, he Triumph*d over the Fews, and added 
eight Conſulſhips more, to what he had exercis'd 
before : He took upon him the Office of Cenſor like- 
- wiſe, and during the whole courſe of his Empire, 
his principal care was, firſt to re-eſtabliſh, and uext, 
' toreadorn the Common-wealth, The Soldiers(part 
in confidence of their Viftory, and part in ſenſe of 
| theirignominy)ranontintoall kind of licentiouſneſs. 
The Provinces, the free Towns, and even ſome 
Kingdoms, began to mutiny ; to regulate thoſe 
diſorders, he caſhier*d ſeveral of the Yitehians, and 
corrected others, and as for thoſe who were inſtru: 
ments 
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ments and partners in his Victory, he was ſo far 
from -giving them any recompence extraordinary, 


he was ſomething tedious in paying them their due. - 


He omitted no occaſion of reforming the diſcipline 
of the Armies. A young man to whom he had given 
a conſiderable Command, waiting upon him one 
day to give himthanks, ſmelling very tragrantly of 
rich Oyls, and Perfumes, he look*d ſeverely upon 
him,and (with a voice that ſignified his indignation) 
told him, he had rather he had ſmelt of Garlick,, and 
ſo took away his Commiſſion. The Sea-men which 
were wont to run on foot by turns from Oft:a and 
Puteoli to Rome, Petitioning that they might have 


ſome certain allowance appointed them for ſhooes z | 
(as if it had not. been enough to ſend them packing 


without any an{wer) he ordain'd that for the future 
they ſhould diſcharge their duties without any 
ſhooes at all ; and ſince that time they ran barefoot 
accordingly. Having taken away their rights and 
liberties in Achata, Lycia, Rhodes, Biz.antuwm, and 
Samos, as likewiſe in Thracia, Cileſia, and Coma- 
gene, (which till that time had been all of them'nn- 
derthe domination of Kings) he reduc'd them into 
the form of Provinces. He diſpatch'd new Legions 
into Cappadocia, to ſecure it againſt the irruptions of 
the Barbarians ; and inſtead of a Roman Knight, he 
2avetheGovernment to one which had been Con- 
{ul. Rome having loſt much of its ſplendor and beau- 
ty. by the late Ruines, and Conflagration, if the 
Proprietors neglected to build in any Compe- 
tenttime,he permitted any other perſon that would 
doit, to enter and take poſſeſſion of their Ground. 
Hereſerv'd the,repairing of the Capitol to himlelt; 
and for encouragement to other people,was the firſt 
which put his hand to the work, and carried 6 
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the firſt rubbiſh upon his own ſhoulders ;. he under- 
took toreſtore three thouſand Tables of braſs. which 
had been burnt, having with great induſtry ſought 
out their true Copies, they being as it were the Re- 
giſters of the Empire, in which were recorded all 
— nick of the Senare, all Ordinances of the peo- 
ple, all Treaties, Alliances, and Priviledges granted 
to any Perſon or Corporation whatſoever ; in ſhort, 
all remarkable occurrences from the very foundati- 
on of the City. 

9. Beſides theſe, he built ſeveral other very ho- 
nourable Buildings, asthe Temple of Peace, not far 
from the Market-place; the Temple of Clandzus, 
upon the Mount Celis, which had been begun by 
Aegrippina, but was almoſt entirely demoliſh*d by 
Nero; and an Amphitheatre in the middle-of the 
Town, as Anguſtus had deſign'd. The moſt honou- 
rable Orders (of Senators and Gentlemen) ahich 
had been exhanlſted by infinite Maſſacres, and de- 
hd by the negligence of the preceedingEmperours, 
he purg'd and refin'd by a general review of them 
both ; in which he turn'd out ſuch as he found un- 
worthy, and ſupply'd their places with the moſt ho- 
nourable perſons he could meet with,either in 1taly, 
or the Provinces. And (that it might be known, 
that the difference betwixt thoſe two- Orders, did 
not conſiſt in any advantage of Liberty, ſo much as 
in Dignity )a Senator and Gentleman having fallen 
out, and given one another ill language, upon their 
complaints and applications to-him, he gave Judge- 
ment in theſe words ; It is not lawful to give a Senator 
ill words firſt, but if a Senator begin, it 1s not only law* 
full, but cwvil (for a Gentleman ) to reply. | 

Io. The number of Proceſles and Suits in Law 
was grown ſo great, that old Actionswere left un- 

Ge determin'd, 


x 


« OL 
Ho» 40 
F / 
/ 


450. The Life of Veſpaſian, 


determin'd, bya long vacation and intermiſſion of 
Juſtice, and by the acceſſion of new quarrels, ariſing 
from the tumults and diſorders of thoſe times : To 
remedy this Grievance, he elected certain perſons 
by Lots, and qualified them as Judges, to reſtore 
ſuch to the poſleſlion of their Eſtates, as had been 
diſpoſleſs*d during the Wars; to determineextraor- 
dinarily in Cauſes before the Centumviri, which were 
become ſo numerous and tedious, a Client could 
ſcarce hope to live to ſee an end of his Suit; and to 
reduce and digelt thera into as ſhort a number as 
might be. 

11, The Manners of men being moſt deplorably 
corrupted by all manner of Luxury, to put a check 
to their debaucheries, he prevail'd with the Senate 
to make a Decree, That what woman ſoever joyn'd 
her felf to another mans Servant, ſhould loſe her 
own liperty, and become a Vaſlal her ſelf; Thatno 


Uſurer ſhould recover any money of young Heirs, ' 


that was lent to be repaid with advantage upon the 
deceaſe of their Fathers. In other matters he uſed 


great clemency,from the beginning to the latter end 


of his Empire. 

12, Hewas ſo far from concealing the mediocrity 
of his former condition, he diſcours'd of it many 
times himſelf ; and when fome went about to derive 
his Pedigree from the very Founders of Reate, and 
the Companion of Hercules,whoſe Monument is {till 
to be ſeenin the Ya Salaria, he laugh*d at them,and 
derided them for their pains. He was ſo far from de- 
lighting extravagantly in any exteriour Ornaments, 
or: Honour, that on the day of his Triumph, being 
tired out with the tediouſneſs of the formalities, he 
could not forbear uttering his diſquiet in theſe 
words ; That he ſuffered but juſtly, for having at his 4 
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ſo ſottiſhly deſo"d to Triumph, as if it had been due to his 
Anceſtors, or ever hoped for by himſelf. Neither did 
he accept the Tribunitial Authority, or the Title of 


| Pater Patrie, but with great difficulty ; and for the 
\ cuſtom of ſearching ſach as came to ſalnte him, he 


left that off before the Civil Wars were ended. 

13. He concern'd himſelf but little either at the. 
liberties of his Friends, the gibes and refleQionsof 
the Lawyers, or the downright rudeneſſes of Phi- 
loſophers. Lecinius Mucianus, a man of known un- 
narural chaſtity, preſuming upon his merits, and 
carrying himſelf irreverently towards him, Yeſpaſiar 
never rebuk*d him but in private; and complaining 
of him upon a time, to a common friend to them 
both, he came in with this cloſe, ' Tet I am a mar. 
Salbvins Liberalzs in defence of a Rich man which 
was his Client, had the impudence to fay, If Hip- 

chus be worth a hundred millions of Sefterces, what 
i that to Czar? Yet he was ſo far from being dif- | 
guſted with it, that he gave him thanks for what he 
had ſaid. After the Philoſophers had been baniſh'd 
the City, Demetrius the Cynick meeting him npon 
the road, would not vouchſafe to riſe up or give 
him a falute, but inſtead of that, began to revile 
him ; butthe Emperor contented himſelf to call him 
Dog only, alluding tothe name of his Sect. 

14. His reſentment either of ſudden offences, or 
old animoſities, was fo ſmall, that he married the 
Daughter of Yielkus (his inveterate Enemy) very 
honourably, and gave her a Dower, and accoutre- 
ments ſuitable to her quality beſides. Being forbid 
the Court in the time of Nero, in great terrour, and 
not knowing what todo, he-demanded whither he 
was to go; one of the Uſhers thruſting him rudely 
out of the Chamber,.told him, he might go han 
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himſeK&: After he was created Emperour,this Fellow 


coming to beg his pardon, Yeſpaſian was provok'd | 


no farther, than to bid him be gone almoſt in the 
ſame terms he had offended him. He was ſo far 
from being carried away by ſuſpicion, or fear, to the 
deſtruction of any perſon, that when he was admo- 
nith'd by his Friends, to have an eye upon Metis 
Pompoſianus, who was born by report under a Con- 
ſtellation that promis'd him the Empire ; he made 
him Conſul, againſt the advice of them all, aſſuring 
them, That when time ſhould ſerve he could not but 
remember that good office. 


There was ſcarce ever any innocent man pu- 


IF. 
niſh in his time; if there were,it was when he was 


either abſent, or deceiv'd. Helvidins Priſcus, the. 


only perſon who ſaluted him by the name of Yeſpa- 
ſian, at hisreturn from Syria, and one that made not 
the leaſt mention of him, in any of the Edifts which 
were publiſh*d during his Prztorſhip, could not pro- 
' voke him by thele aftronts, till at length in his moſt 
inſolent altercations, he endeavour'd to make him 
no better than an ordinary man: Yet him alſo 
(though he was baniſh'd before, and Orders given 
out afterwards for his Execution) he endeavour'd 
to have ſaved, ſent to countermand the Execution- 
ers, and had preſerved him without doubt, had he 
not been deceiy'd by falſe intelligence, that he was 
dead before his Meſſengers came. Furthermore, he 
was ſo far from pleaſing himſelfin the deſtruftionof 
any man,that he could not ſo much as look upon the 
ſufferings of a Criminal, without ſignifying his com- 
paſſion by his ſighs and his tears. 

16. The only thing deſervedly imputable to him, 
was his immoderate love of Money. He was not 


content to revive the old Impoſitions, which 206 | 
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. been remitted under Galba; to add new, 'and more 
grievous Tributes to ſeveral of the Provinces; bur 
he drovea Trade publickly, which wonld have beer! 
diſhonourable to a private perſon, bartering and 
buying Commodities, that he might ſell them to ad- 
vantage. Neither did he ſcruple the felling of any 
Office, nor the pardoning any condemn'd perſon 
for money whether -he was guilty or not. It is 
ſuſpected alſo, that it was his cuſtom to advance the 
moſt griping and rapacious of his Officers, to the 
\ moſt profitable Charges, on purpoſe that he might 
' ſqueeze them when they were grown rich: Andof 
theſe perſons it was ſaid-he made uſe as of Sponges, 
wet them whe they were dry, and ſqueez'd them when. 
| they were wet. Some fay he was covetaus by nature, 
- and that he was upbraided with it by an old Neat: 
herd, who petitioning earneſtly at his inveſtiture in: 
to the Empire, to have his Liberty gratzs,- and being 
denied, cry'd out publickly, The Woolf might chant 
bis bair, but never his qualities. Others there bi 
which believe, he was compell'd to thoſe Rapines 
and Extorſions, by the  impoveriſhment of his Ex- 
chequer  - which he teſtified at his atrival at the Go: 
Warr by . re (nar ' That the Com 
 monmvwealth could not poſſibly ſubſiſt, without a ſupply of 4 
butdred + forty hu 14s erces,And this ap be 
the moſt probable opinion, becauſe howeyer he came 
by bjs money, he imploy'd it alwaysto good uſe. * 
'17. He extended this Liberality to all ſorts of 
People, he compleated the Eſtates of the Senators ; 
he allow'd Penſions of 500 Sefterces to every perſon 
which had been Conſul, and was grown indigent z 
feveral Towns that had been rum'd by Fre, or 
Earthquakes, in divers parts of the World, he re- 
ſtor'd to their former luſtre and condition. 
"Hans Gg 3 18, But 
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18. But his more particular bounty, heexpreſſed 
towards the Profeſſors of all Arts and Sciences ; he 
was the firſt which ſettled aSalary of a hundred thou- 
ſand Seſterces, upon the Teachers of Rhetorick both 
Greek and Latine, to be paid yearly out of the Ex- 
chequer ; he invited the moſt excellent Maſters in 
Poetry, and other Artificers, to Rome, by conſidera- 
ble Allowances; alſo made the Repairer of the, Co- 
loſs a large Preſent, and a fair Allowance.: An En- 


gincer which undertook to convey certain Columns 


of yaſt weight, mto the Capitol at a ſmall charge, he 
rewarded well-for his inventioh,butexcus'd him for 


performing it, telling him, That he. ſhoxld let the 


poor bve, MN | 
The Scaffolds of the Theatre of AAdarcellns 


Cybioſaltes, after the name of ane of their Kings, 
who was eminent amongſt them for his inſufferable 
parſimony.And at his very Funeral, Favorr eau 

SEE ey Mimick 


avarice. The Alexazdrines perliſted in calling him 
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| Mimick reppreſenting his perſon, andimitating his 
. words and actions when he was alive, according to 

cultom, demanding aloud of ſuch as. had the in- 
.- ſpection and charge of the Ceremony, What the ex- 
; pence of his Obſequies would be? being told- they. 
 wonld amount to 1000000 Seſterces, he cry'd out, 
- Give me the money and throw my'body where you pleaſe, 
' though it be into Tiber. | 
20. He was of a middle ſtature, his Iimbs firm 
- and robuſt, his countenance ſomething conſtrain'd, 
/ which gave occaſion to one-of the Wits of that age, 
+ to break an unhappy jeſt upor! him ;, for Yeſpaſrar 
+ deſiring him to ſpare him no more than the reſt of 
the Company, but to ſpeak ſome waggiſh thing or 
{, other upon him too,That I will, quoth he, whey you 
have done going to the Stool, - He enjoy*d this health 
very well, though he uſed no other meatis-than 
+ rubbing his jaws, and other parts of his body, ' a cer- 
tain number of times in the Spheriſteriumor Teninis- 
Court, and one day in a monethabſtained from all 
manner of food. | 
21. This for the moſt part was the Order of his 
life ; when he was Emperour, he fate up very late, 
and wak'd very early in the morning ; then having 
perus'd his Letters and Diſpatches, and over-look*d 
the Breviarrtes of all his Officers, he admitted' his 
Friends, and whillt they were faluting and enter- 
taining him, he dreſs'd himſelf, to the very putting 
on of his own ſhooes; after which having diſpatcWd 
all his affairs, he allotted ſome time for Exerciſe, 
and then to-his repoſe, in which he had moſt 'com- 
_ one of his Concubines lay by him, which he 
had choſen in great numbers to ſucceed Cems, who 
was deceaſed : From thence he pals'd privately into' 
his Baths, and from them tothe room where he eat: 
CG 8g 4 He 
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He was-never better humour'd, than at ſuch times as 
theſe; whereupon his Servants watch'd alwayes for 
ſome ſuch opportunity, when they had any thing 
extraordinary- to beg. 

22. At Supper and at all times elſe, he was plea- 
fant and facetious with his friends, and indeed fo 
much given to drolling, that he would be fcurrilous 
and ſordid, and ſometimes guilty of ſuch words, a 
young Gentleman-of fifteen years old would have 
been aſham'd of : Yet there are ſome ſayings of his, 
which are innocent and witty enough ; denſtrixes 
Florus, a man of Conſular degree, having advis'd him 
to ſay PLAUSTRA, rather than PLOSTRA, the 
next day he ſaluted him by thename of Flaurus. A 
certain Courtezan having perſecuted him with her 
Love, and perſwaded him ſhe ſhould. dye. without 
his compaſſion, he yielded at laſt, enjoy'd her, and 

ave her 400 Seſterces for her pains: The Keeper of 

is Privy-Purſe coming afterwards to him, to know 
how it ſhould be entred in his Accompts,he told him 
he would have it ſet down, For Veſpaſian*'s being 
belov'd. 

23. He made uſe of Greek Verſes many times, 
and that very appolitely : Speaking of a man which 
was very tall, but ill natur'd and ll proportion'd 
withall, he apply'd a Verſe out of Homer to him, 
which correſponded exactly with the deſcription of 
the man. Upon Cerylz#s (one of his Freemen, who 
being grown rich,and had taken the name of Laches 
upon him, and pretended to be free-born, to avoid 
ſome payment in the Exchequer) he paſs'd a Greek 
Diſtich to this purpoſe; 0 Laches, Laches,when thou 
art dead thou wilt be Cerylus again. Above all things 
he affefted jeering and gibeing, to cover the defor- 
mity of the gainhe made 1n trifling and unſeemly 


things, 


Ul 
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things, that he might elude the envy of his praCtices 
by ſome ridiculous cavil. One of his principal. Offie | 
cers and Favourites, coming to him one day to beg 
a Stewards place, for one which he pretended was 
his Brother, he put him off for the preſent, and 
caus'd him to be calPd to him which delir*d the, pre- 
ferment ; from whom having receiy'd the fum him- 
ſelf, which was to have been paid to the other for his 
mediation, he ordain'd him his Steward ; and when 
- the Petitioner complain'd, he told him, Tow muſt 
&en go find out another Brother, for this perſon whom you 
thought to be yours, proves at laſt to be mine. Another 
time being upon the road, and ſuſpeCting his Coach- 
man who drove his Chariot, had ſtapt under pre- 
tence of ſhooing his Mules, for no other reaſon but 
to give opportunity to one that had bulinefs in Lawg 
and was coming to ſpeak with him,ne askK'd his Ma- 
liteer, What was the price of a ſhoving ?- and articled 
for half. His Son T rs reprehending hisanvention 
of an Impoſt upon Urine, he took out; ſome of the 
firſt money he had receiv'd, and holding it to his 
Noſe,he demanded if the ſmell offen&ed hum ; being 
anſwer*'d, Not at all; he reply'd, Azd yet this comes 
out of the Urine, Certain Amballadors havi 
brought him word, That there was a conſiderab 
ſum of money decreed for ereCting a Statue for hin 
in the form ofa Coloſſus, Where, it 2 (fayes he) 
give it me preſently, and holding outithe palm of - his 
hand, he told them, This Pedeſtal 35 alwayes ready. 
In his extream perils and apprehenhions of death, 
he could not forbear his railerig;,,yhen ambngſt 
other Prodigies, he was told Re Mnſoleym 'of the 
Ceſars had ſuddenly open'd of-it ſelf, and: thatia 
Blazing-ſtar appear'd in the air, . he Jaugh'd, atthe 
Omen, and perſwaded them, the one belong'd: to 
Fuitget 
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Funia Calvina, who was of the race of Auguſtus, and 
the other to the King of the Parthians, who wore 
his hair long; and when he was firſt ſeiz'd with his 
malady, he cry'd, If Ibe not miſtaken, I am going to 
 beaGod. . 

24. In his ninth Conſulſhip, being in Campania, 
he wasſurpriz'd with ſome, light motions of a di- 
{temper, which oblig'd him to repair forthwith to 
the City, irom whence he went to Curylie, and an E- 
ſtate he had about Reare,which he viſited uſually eve- 
ry Summer. [In this place, beſides the diſtemper up- 
on him, (having corrupted his Entrails by the uſe of 
cold water) he nevertheleſs gave himſelf up to the 
affairs of the Empire as before, giving Audience to 
Ambaſſadors as he was lying upon his Couch; but 
being ſuddenly taken with a Lask, and brought to 
fuch a weakneſs he was ready tofaint, he cry*d out, 
An Emperour ought to dye upon his feet ;, and endea- 
vouring to riſe; hefank down, and went away in 
their hands' which were helping him up. He died 
upon the 24th of 7«ne, when he had lived ſixty nine 
. years, one month, and ſeven dayes. 

25. Thecommon opinion is, he was ſo well aſſu- 
red of his own fate, and his Childrens,that in ſpight 
of the frequentConſpiracies againſt him, he had the 
confidence to affirm to the Senate, That either his Sons 
| (howuld ſucceed him,or 10 body. 1t is reported alſo, that 
de dreamt ppon a time, that he ſaw a pair of Scales 
hanging inan exact e/Zquilibrium, in the middle of 
the Porch of his Palace, with Claudizs and Nero in 
one Ballance, and himſelf and his Sons 1n the other : 
Nor was he miſtaken in the event of his Viſion, for 
the Reign and Dominion both of the one ſide and 
the other, was preciſely of an equal duration, 
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Itus who retain'd the Surname of his 

Father, had either ſo much good for- 

tune, or ſo much artifice and addreſs in 

gaining upon the affeftions of all peo- 
ple, that he was called, The love and delight of man- 
kind; but that which was moſt admirable, and 
unuſual, was, that he ſhould inſinuate himſelf fo : 
happily 


\ 
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happily being Emperour, who when he was but a 
private perſon could not evade the malice,and aſper- 
{ions of the world. 

2. He was born on the thirtieth of December, in 
a year which was remarkable for the Murder of Ca- 
ligula, near the Septizonium, In a pitiful houſe, but 
a worſe Chamber, which is ſtill to be ſeen. He was 
brought up with Britannicas 10 the Court, and in- 
ſtructed inthe ſamediſciplines,by the ſame Maſters: 
In which time- it is reported that a Phyſiognomiſt 
being brought by Narciſſus (one of Claudius his 
Freemen ) lo give his judgment upon Brit annicas, he 
confidently attirm'd that Britanmcus ſhould never be 
Emperor, but that Titus (who at that time ſtood 


by ) moſt infallibly ſhould. Betwixt theſe two per- 


ſons there was ſo great a familiarity, it is confident- 
ly aſſerted that Tz being at the Table when Bri- 
tannicas took the poiſon of which he died, he alſo 
had his taſt;and had much ado to recover.In Memo- 
ry of whichaccident, he erected hima Statue of Gold 
afterwards in the Palatium, and dedicated to him 
another on Horſe-back of Ivory, which is carried 
at this day publickly before the pomp and ſolemni- 
ty of the Circeuſian Games. 

3. The perfeCtions and luſtre both of his body 
and mind, appear'd from his infancy, encreaſing 
afterwards more and more according to the degrees 
of his age. His aſpeCt was excellent, adorned with 
no leſs Majefty than ſweetneſs. Though his Stature 
was.but indifferent, and his belly turgid and fat, yet 


he wasofa clean ſtrength and vigorous; his Memo-- 


ry was ſingular, and apt for all manner of arts, ei- 
r of Peace or War. He was dextrous at his wea- 

ny and an incomparable horſeman, fo ready alſo 
th in the Latin and Greek tongues, that he dre 

|; | every 
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every thing well, either in Proſe or in Verſe, and \ 
that extempore, without any premeditation. Be- , 
ſides this, he underſtood Muſick, ſung, and plaid : 
upon the Harp with good judgment, and grace, 
I have heard many ſay, he writ ſhort-hand as : 
faſt as any body could dictate, and that he did u- 
ſually contend by way of ſport with his Secretaries, - 
who could imitate beſt whatever they faw,in which ; 
he proved ſo great a proficient, that he was wont 
to ſay, If he pleas'd, he could make the beſt Forger in 
the World. | 

4. He commanded in the quality of a Milita- 
ry Tribune, both in Germany and England, where 
he acquired no leſs honour for his Moderation 
than Vigilance, as appears by the Multitude of 
Images, and Statues, and Inſcriptions dedicated 
to his Memory in both Provinces. When he bad 
given over the field, he betook himſelf to the 
Bar, and pleaded, but it was in Cauſes of the 
greateſt importance, and not conſtantly. About 
wc ſame time he married Arric:idia Tertulla the 
Daughter of a Gentleman only, but one who 
had been formerly Captain of the Guards to an 
Emperour, When ſhe died he took Marcia Frr- 
milla to his Wite, a Lady of an illuſtrious family, 
but having had one Daughter by her, he put her 
away. From his Quzſtorſhip he was advanced to 
the Command of a Legion, and reduced T araches 
and Gamala, two very itrong Towns in Zudea 
where ina certain Battle, having loſt his horſe un- 
der him, he mounted another immediately, that 
belonged to one of the Enemies fide, which he had 
killed hand to hand. 

5- Not long afterwards being ſent towards 
| Galba to congratulate his advancement ; where 

| evcr 
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ever he came he drew theeyes of all people up- 
on him, as if he had been Ent tor by Galba on 
purpoſe to be adopted; but having intelligence 
that the Commonwealth was fallen again into 
new troubles and diforders, he gave over that 
Journey ; . and turning out of the way to viſit the 


Oracle of Yenus in Paphos, conſulting her con- 


cerning the ſucceſs of his Navigation, ſhe ſecured 
him in the hopes of the Empire. Which having 
attained toin a ſhort time after, and being left 
behind to reduce. Fudea, the laſt ſtorm that he 


made at Hreruſalem, he ſhot twelve Arrows a- 


inſt the Town, and kilPd every time his Man, 
and at laſt took it, upon the birth day of his 
Daughter, with ſo much joy and applauſe from 
his Soldiers, that they ſaluted him Emperour in the 
heat of their acclamatians, nor did their affeCti- 
ons to him appear any leſs at his going away, 
they mingling Menaces with their Prayers and 
Importumties to prevail with him, To ſtay him- 
ſelf, or to take them along. And this was the oc- 
calion of this ſuſpicion, that he had a deſign of 
revolting trom his Father, and making himſelf Em- 
' perour of the Ealt ; which jealonſie was much 
increaſed by his Voyage to Alexandria, where 
in the Conſecration of the Oxe Apis at Mem- 
phis, he wore a Diadem upon his head ; true it 
is, he did it only by the Rites and Cuſtoms of 
that Religion, but there- wanted not thoſe who 
interpreted it otherwiſe. To remove theſe falſe 
impreſſions, he return'd immediately for /caly, pal- 
ſing by Rhegium to Puteols m a Merchants ſhip, 
and from thence to Rome, with all poſlible expe- 
dition, where ſurprizing his Father with his arri- 
yal, he brake out into this expicllion, 1 am _= 
ear 
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dear Sir, I am come, as if he deſigned thereby to 
fruſtrate and confute the reports which were raiſed 
_ of him. 

6, From that time he acted not only as a part- 
ner, but as a ProteCtor of the Common-wealth. 
Hetriumph*d with his Father, exercis'd the Cen- 
ſorihip in conjunction with him, and was nis Col- 
league in his Tribunitial, dignity, and ſeven Con- 
ſulſhips. Having taken upon himſelf the care almoſt 
of all affairs, he: dedicated all Letters and Dif- 

atches in his Fathers name, drew up all his 

Edicts and diſcharg'd the Office of Quzſtor or 
Chancellor, by reciting Orations in the Senate. 
He took upon him in like manner the charge 
of Major-dome or Steward of the Emperours houſ- 
hold, which was never exccuted before that time, 
but by a Knight of Rome. He managed it how- 
ever with nothing ſo much moderation, and Ct- 
vility as was expected; for having imploy'd peo- 
ple on purpoſe through both the Theatre, and 
Camp, to demand ſuch perſons as he had any 
ſuſpicion of, to be deliver'd up to him, and pu- 
niſh'd as Criminals; he without more ado put 
them to death, as.it had been by conſent of 
his Father. An inſtance of this is to be found 
in 4. Cecinna a Conſular Man, whom he invi- 
ted to ſupper, and caus'd him to be killed at- 
terwards, before he was well out of the room; 
And truly not without reaſon, for he had met 
with a Note under his own hand, which was 
the Copy of a Speech he had prepar*d to make 
to the Souldicrs to excite them to fedition. By 
this manner of proceeding, as he provided well 
enough for his own ſecurity for the future, fo 
for the preſent he contrafted ſo great an Odium, 
H h that 
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that ſcarce ever any man arriv'd at the Empire 
with a worſe reputation, or greater-repugnancy of 
the people. | | 

7. Beſides his cruelty, he was decried alſo for 
his luxury, in that he did uſually ſpin out his. 
Treats and Collations with the moſt profuſe and 
diſſolute of his friends, ti!l midnight, and paſt. 
Nor was he leſs talked of for his Luſt, by reaſon 
of the numbers of old Catamites, and young Eu- 
nuchs which he had about him; as likewiſe for 
the extraordinary paſſion he had for Beroxice,yvhom 
by report he had promis'd to make his Wife. 
He was ſuſpected alſo of Rapine and Extortion, 
and that in ſome Caſes he took bribes, and ſold * 
the Judgment and Determination of his Father. 
Jn ſhort, he was not only looked upon privately 
-asanother Nero, but pronounced ſo publickly by 
the people. But all theſe Calumnies proved to 
his advantage, all things tarning to his pratfe, 
when they found no Vice, but many excellent 
Virtues in him. His feaſts were rather pleaſant 
than profuſe; The EleCftion of his friends. was 
with ſuch prudence and ſobriety, his Succeſſors 
*made uſe of them when he was gone, as per- 
ſons neceſſary both for them, and the State, He 
was ſo great a Maſter of his paſſions, that he ſent 
away Queen Beromce, though much againſt both 
their inclinations. Some of the chief Inſtruments 
"of his Delights and Recreations, he ſent away 
alſo, though otherwiſe he loved thera very well. 
His Dancers though they were skillful and arti- 
ficial, and (a while after) carried away the prize 
upon the Stage, he not only forbore to Coun- 
.tenance and Careſs ashe had formerly done, but 
..to ſe them afterwards in any publick aſſem- 


bly. 
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bly. He was never the man that took any thing 
away from a Citizen, and was fo little addiCt- 
ed to deſire what belonged to another-man, that 
he would not receive the uſual preſents and con- 
tributions' which were his due. And yet of all 
his Predeceſſors, none was more Munificent 
than he. After he had dedicated the Amphithea- 
tre, and with admirable expedition finiſh*d the 
Baths hard by ; he exhibited a Sword-play which 
was very Magnificent. He preſented the Peo- 
ple with a Naval Battle, in the old Naumachia, 
as alſo a Skirmiſh by his Gladiators in the ſame 
Place; and one day caus'd 5000 wild beaſts of all 
ſorts to be baited. 

8. Being Naturally ſo bountiful, that . (not 
conſidering an Order of Tiberius according to 
which, the Emperours which ſucceeded might 
chooſe, whether they would ratifie and confirm 
the Grants which their Predeceſſors had made; 
and when they did it, . it was commonly with 
ſuch formality, and circumſtance, as if they had 
given them themſelves) he was the firſt which 
by one General Edict confirm'd all af a blow, 
and would not ſuffer any man to apply to lym 
for new. One of his principal Methods was, 
never to ſend any away without ſome hopes of 
ſucceſs in his deſires. And being advertifed by 
his Domeſticks upon a time, That he had pro- 
miſed more than he could perform, he replyed, 
That it was not fit that one ſhould go away 
melancholy, who came. from ſpeaking with a Prince. 
Again, Nh admoniſh'd at Supper, that he had 
done nothing for any body that day, he expreſt 
his diſſatisfaftion in this Memorable Apophthegm, 
AMICI;, DIEM PERDIDYI, Then I bave 
Hhz hoſt 
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loſt a day my Friends. The People he treated 
conſtantly with ſo much kindneſs upon all oc- 
caſions, that having deſigned to give them the 
diverſion of their Gladiators, he publiſh'd, that 
-it ſhould be exhibited, zot after his own fanſie, 
but the pleaſure of the Spettators; and he was as 
good as. his woid, for he was fo far from re- 
fuſing. what they deſired, that he follicited them 
to: know what it was. Moreover his Complai- 
ſance was ſo great, that though in his Tudgment 
he was really for the Thracian Fencers, yet he - 
would many times join both by his Voice and 
Geſture with the Opinion of the people; never 
the leſs ſo as to retain the Majeſty of an Empe- 
Tour, and todo no injuſtice in the diſtribution 
of the prizes. And that he might not be dehici- 
ent in any point of popularity, he permitted 
the Common ſort of people to have acceſs into 
his Baines, when he was bathing himſelf. In his 
Reign there fell out ſome accidents, no leſs un- 
expected, than deplorable; as firſt the burning 
of Yeſuvins, a Mountain in Campania, A fire in 
Rome which laſted three days, and three nights 
continually : and ſuch a Peſtilence, as perhaps 
had not been known any where before. Never- 
theleſs, in all theſe Calamities he behaved him- 
ſelf not only with the care ofa Prince, but with 
the Bowels and Compaſſion of a Father, com- 
forting the people with his Edits, and ſometimes 
aſſiſting them, as his own Revenues would give 
him leave. He choſe ſuch perſons by Lot, as 
had been Conſuls before, to take upon them the 
charge of ſeeing the ruines in Campania repair- 
ed. Such Goods and Eſtate as was found to 
belong to perſons, which had periſhed by th 
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ſaid Mountain, and had dyed without Heirs, 'he 
commanded ſhould be imployed towards the 
building of thofke Towns which had ſuffered. As 
to the burning. of Reme, he declared publickly, 
that he would take the whole loſs upon himſelf. 
and accordingly he deſign'd , all the Ornaments 
and Furniture belonging to his own Palaces to 
the re-adornment of the Temples, and. publick 
Houſes in the City : and that all. things might 
be doneqgvith more certainty and expedition, he 
Commiſſion'd ſeveral Roman Knights, to ſee them 
executed as he Commanded, -: To Remedy _ the 
Sickneſs, and abate the Malignity of the Dul- 
eaſe, there was, no Courſe, cither Humane -or 
Divine, which he neglected; having ſought out 
all ſorts of Remedies and Sacrifices whatever. 
Amoneg(t the, misfortunes of thoſe times, their 
Promoters and;Informers may be numbred,- who 
had their. riſe from the Licentiouſneſs, . and Im- 
punity of - the former. But Tis made; them 
Examples, Caondemning: them dayly to be whipt 
and beaten with Clubs in the Market-place, and 
then to be drag'd through the Theatre, and at 
laſt, part of. them. to be fold as. Slaves, and-part 
tranſported” into-.the moſt bitter, and uninhabi- 
table Iſlands; And that no man might be 1o 
audacious far the future, he prohibited amongſ[l 
other things that the; ſame caſe ſhould be try- 
ed by ſeveral:Laws; : or that any one 'ſhould 
inquire iintg9 the Eſtate of any dead Per- 
ſon , after” a; ſet- and preciſe Number of 
years. 8 Fey 
9. When he entred-upon the Office of High 
Prieſt, he proteſted he- did it to keep his hands 
pure and undefiled. Nor did he fail in his pro- 
H h 3 miſe, 
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miſe, for from that time he never was either 
Author or acceſſary to any mans death, though 
he wanted not occaſion ſome times of uſing his 
revenge; afhrming, Her had rather dye himſelf, 
than put another to death. Two of Patrician 
Degree being convicted of afpiring to the Em- 
pire, he proſecuted them no further, but ad- 
moniſhed them gently to deſiſt, relling them, 
That the Empire was given by deſtiny, and if 
any thing elſe might ſatishe them, he promiſed 
they ſhould have it; at which very time he 
diſpatcht a Meflenger to one of their Mothers 
who was then a far off and in no ſmall anxie 
for her Son, to aſſure her, he was out of all 
danger and well; and (as if this had been too 
ſmall an inſtance of his Clemency) he not only 
entertain'd them privately at Supper that night 
in his own Honſe, but the next day at a Spe- 
&tacle of the Gladiators, having 'placed them by 
him on purpoſe, whien the pons of the 
Combatants were preſented to him, according 
to the Cuſtome, he deſired 'them to Survey 
thetn, and give him their approbation.” It is re- 
ported alfo, that having Pad their Nativities 
caſt, he told them; Thar they were"both. under 
imminent danger, but that” it would happen to 
them another time; and that he was not to be 
the Author, as afterwards it fell out. His own 
Brother conſpiring againſt him continually , and 
as it were openly ſolliciting the*Army to a de- 
feftion, in Order to which he! was preparing to 
retire; he could not be perſwaded, either to exe- 
cute, baniſh, or diſconntenance him by allowing 
him leſs honour than: before ; but on the contra- 
ry, he comported himſelf towards him as yn 
| ONE 
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done the firſt day of his Empire, giving him the 
Title of Companion, and Succeſior, and with tears 
in his Eyes, beſeeching him in private, That at 
length they might live lovingly together like Bro- 
thers. 

10, Amidſt theſe ations he_ was cut off by 
death not long after, more to the detriment of the 
whole world, than to his own. When the ſolemnt- 
\ ties were ended, in which he wept plentitully be- 
fore the People, he retired into the Territories of 
the Sabines ſomewhat more melancholy than for- 
merly, becauſe as he was ſacrificing, the victim 
broke away, and beſides there happen'd a prod- 
gious clap of thunder, though the day was bright 
and ſerene. The firſt Stage he came at he was fur- 
prized with the fit of an Ague, and being carried 
afterwards in his Litter, it is reported he put by 
the Curtains, and looking up to heaven complain- 
ed, That he ſhould be taken away ſo undeſervedly, 
and proteſting that in his whole life he did not know 
of any attion but one he ought to repent of. But what 
that one aCtion was, he neither declared himſelf, 
nor isit eaſie to conjecture ; ſome are of opinion 
theunlawtul converſation he had with hrs Brothers 
Wite, came then into his Memory. But Domitia 
her ſelf made ſolemn proteſtations, there was ne- 
ver any ſuch thing, and if there had, ſhe would 
rather have gloried 1n it, than denied it, as ſhe 
. did ordinarily in all other wickedneſs whatever. 

11. He died upon the Ildes of September in the 
ſame Town where his Father died two years, two 
months and twenty days before, in the one aud for- 
ticth year of his age. His death being known and 
publi!h*d, the ſadneſs was as great and univerſal, as 
it had beenaprivate family. The Senate had not pa- ' 

H h 4 rience 
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tience to attend a legal Convocation, but ran all of 
them immediately to the Council Chamber, and } 
ſhutting up the doors firſt for a while, they opened 
them again, and in ſhort, rendred him more thanks, 
and hcap'd upon him more praiſes, now he was 
dead, than they had ever done whillt he was living, 
and amongſt them. 
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Titus Fl aVIUS Domitianns } 
THE TWELFTH 
Emperour of ROME. 


I, Omitid) was born the 24th of Of 
ber, (his Father being Conſul Ele, 


and to enter -into that honourable 
Charge the Month following ) in 
the ſixth quarter of the _ inthe Street called 
the Pomeeranate, at a houſe which he converted 
afterwards into a Temple, and dcdicated to the 


Family 


476 The Life of Domitian. 


. Family of the Flazi/. it is reported, he paſled his 
youth and minority in that infamous poverty, he 
had not one picce of Plate to make uſe of in his 
whole houſe. Thais 1s molt certain, Clodins Pollio 
(of Pretorian degree) againſt whom Nero com- 

$'d his Poem called Zuſcio, which is yet extant, 
kept a Note he had under Domitian's own hand, 
(and he ſhew'd it upon occalion,)) by which he 
promis'd him a nights Lodging when he pleas'd. 
Some affirm, he proſtituted himſelf to Nerva, who 


ſucceeded him. During the Wars of /:itel/irs, he 


fled into the Capitol with his Unkle by the Fathers 
ſide Sabinus, and part of ſuch Forces as they had 
about them; but the Enemy being entred by force, 
and the Temple on fre, he conceaPd himfelt that 
. night with the Sexton ; and in the morning, habited 
like one of 7/;s Prieſts, amongſt the Votaries of that 
vain Superſtition, being fled over the Tiber only 
with one Companion, to the houſe where the Mo- 
ther of one of his Schoolfellows lived, he hid him- 
ſelf ſo, that though he was follow'd by his foot- 
ſteps, he could never be diſcovered. At laſt afterthe 
Vigtory, he appear d'agaiwin publick, was ſaluted 
by the name of Ceſar, took upon him the dignity 
of the City Prztor, with the Conſular authority , 
but that was only in Title, for he transferred the 
Power to his next Colleague. Nevertheleſs he for- 
bore not to exerciſe that authority he had, with fo 
guch licentiouſneſs and violence, that x 
to, gueſs what was, to be expected ro 
after. -1 do not; propoſe to give anexagt an 


ticular relation of his deportment :After he hai 
bauched the Wives of ſeveral, other perſons, hie 
married Domitia Longina, whom he had taken away 
by force from cAlius Lamia her Husband. And in 

one 
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one day he difpoſed of above twenty Offices in the 
City and Provinces; wherewith Yeſpaſian being ſur: 
prized, was heard to ſay, He wondered he ad not 
fend one to ſucceed him alſo. 

2. Though his Fathers friends diſſwaded him 
what they could from a deſign he had into France, 
and Germary, as an Expedition altogether unne- 
ceſlary; yet they could not beat him off it, he 
would go, only to equal the Exploits and Glory 
of his Brother. Being rebuked ſeverely for theſe 
 whimſeys, that he might have the more confidera- 
tion of his age and condition, he was taken home 
and lodg'd in his Fathers houſe; and when he and 
his Brother Tiy##s went forth in their Chair, he 
followed them for the moſt part in his Litter; and 
when both of them Triumphed over the Jews, he 
accompanied them mounted upon a white Horſe. 
Ofſix Conſulſhips, he executed but one, according 
to the ordinary form, and that was by the ceſſion 
and interpoſition of his Brother. He was a great 
pretender to Modelly, but eſpecially to Poetry, 
in ſo much that he recited his Compolitions in od 
lick; but it being a ſtudy in which he had not been 
much vers'd before, he deſpiſed it by degrees, and 
gave it quite over. Not long after, Yologeſus King 
of the Parthians having demanded ſome Succours 
againſt the Alanz, and deſired one of the Sons of 
Veſpaſian to Command them, he uſed all art and 
means he could invent, to procure that imployment 
for himſelf; and when he found thoſe differences 
compoſed, he ſollicited other Princes of the Eaſt, 
(by his promiſes and preſents) to deſire Supplies. 
' After the death of his Father, having a long time 
deliberated with himſelf, whether he ſhould offer 
the Souldiers a double Donative, to what his wo 
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ther Titus had given them,at laſt hedeclar'd boldly, 
That he was left Partner in the Empire by his Father, 
but that his Will bad been abus'd. Nor from that time 
did he forbear contriving the deſtruction of his Bro- 
thei, both in publick and private, till ſeeing him - 
deſperately ill, before he was quite dead, he com- * 
manded the room to be clear'd, and all people to 
leave him, as he had been already in his Grave 
Nay evci after he was deceas'd, he vouchſafed 
him no other honour, but a bare Conſecration, | 
carping, at, and reviling his memory, both in 
refle&tive ſpeeches, and in his Edits or Decla- 
rations, 


3. In the beginning of his Empire, he had a F 


cuſtom of retiring into his Chamber an hour evety 
day, where his imployment was nothing but catch- 
ing of Flies, and pricking them thorow with a Pen- 
knife : whereupon one enquiring, Who was inthe 
Cloſer with Ciſar ? it was wittily anſwer*d by Yibius 
Criſpus, Not ſo much as a Fly, After this, though 
In The time of his ſecond Conſulſhip he had hada 
Son by his Wife Domitia, and the-next year had 
faluted her with the Title of Augasſta, yet he di- 
vorc'd her notwithſtanding, and all for an immo- 
derate affection ſhe had for a Stage-player called 
Paris. But in a ſhort time he repented of what he 
had done fo raſhly, and being impatient of their ſe- 
paration,he took her again,pretending great 1mpor- 
ow ary ſallicitation from the people. In the ad- 
miniſtration of the Empire, (for fome time) he was 
- very various, by reaſon of the equality, and propor- 
tion of his Vices and Virtues, till at length his Vices 
prevaiPd above his natural inclination, (as far as we. 
may conjecture) making him coyetous becauſe of 
his wants, and cruel by reaſon of his fears. 


4. All 
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4.. All the Shews and SpeQgcles which he exhi- 
bited, 'not only in the Amphitheatre, but in the 
Grews, werenoble and magnificent : In theCi 
beſides the Courſes of the Chariots with two horſes 
and four, he preſented them with two Combate 
one of Horſe,and the other of Foot, and a Sea-fight 
in the Amphitheatre. His Baitings, and Gladiators 
he repreſented by Torch-light in the night, as alſo 
not only his Mens Combates, but his Womens. 
The Quzſtorian Shows having been diſcontinued 
for along time, he brought up again into uſe, and 
was novonly always preſent himſelf, but ſtill gave 
the people liberty to demand two couple of his 
Gladiators, which were always brought in at laſt, 
habited according to the dignity of the Court. 
Whenever he was preſent at any of theſe Sword- 
plays, he hada kind of a Dwarf ſtanding conti- 
nually at his feet, cloathed in Scarlet, whoſe head 
was o little, it was almoſt a miracle: with this 
yound Lad he diſcours'd very much, and ſometimes 
gravely, and of matters of importance : For he was 
once heard to ask him, What he thought of his deſion 
to give the Government of Egypt to Metius Rufus, 
the next Ordination. Having digg'd a vaſt Lake 
near the River of Tber, built his Walls, and ſet up 
his Scaffolds againſt them, he repreſented his Sea- 
fhghts, by great numbers of Ships, well nigh amount- 
ing to compleat Fleets; and the greateſt ſhowers 
that fell, could not hinder him from being there, 
and ſtaying out to the end ofthe fight. He gave . 
them likewiſe their-Secular Plays, computing the 
time not from the year in which Claudius be 
them of late, but from that in which Auguſtus ex- 
pos'd them of old. In the Grtenſian Games, that 
the hundred ordinary Courſes might be the _ 
| ily 
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eaſily diſpatc'd, he, reduced every Match from 


ſeven Stages to five. In the honour of Tupiter Capi- + 


rolinus, he inſtituted three ſorts of Conteſts, to 

obſery'd every hve years, of Muſick, Horſmanſhip, 
and Wreſtling, in which he diſtributed his Coronets 
in greater numbers than they do at this day. Be- 
ſides theſe, he had his Diſputations and Controver- 
ſies both in Latine and Greek Proſe, as alſo his 
Singers with the Harp, Dancers, and plain Harpers, 
and his Virgins for running of races: At all theſe 
ſolemnities he ſat Preſident himſelf in his Pantofles, 
with a Purple Robe upon him, after the faſhion of 
the Germans, and a Crown upon his head, with the 
Images of Fupiter, 7uno, and Minerva, The Prieſt 
of Fupiter, and the Colledge of the Flavian Prieſts, 
fat by himin the ſame habit,only to their Coronets 
his Image was added. He uſed alſo yearly to 


celebrate the Feaſts of A£nerva, upon the Albane« 


Mount; and in honour to her, he erected a Col- 
ledge, out of which ſuch as-were to be Maſters and 
Governours by Lot,were oblig'd no give the people 
the diverſion of magnificent Baitings, Stage-plays, 
and Contentions doth in Poetry and Rhetorick. 
Three ſeveral times he gave a benevolence to the 
people, of three hundred Seſterces apiece; anda 
great Feaſt during the Combate of the Gladiators. 


At the ſolemnity of the Seven Mountains, having , 


preſented the Senators and Gentlemen with larger 
Paniers, he caus'd little Baskets of meat to be diltri- 
buted among the common people,and gave them an 
example to fall on. The next day hethrew amonegl[t 
them a maſs of all things, to be ſcrambled for, and 
becauſe the greateſt part of it fell amongſt the com- 
.mon people, he commanded fifty Tickets to be 
given toevery Bench of the Senators and Gentle- 
men, 5. He 
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$. He re-built ſeveral ſtately and Noble Fabricks, which 
had been deſtroyed by the Fire ; amongſt the reſt, the Ca- 
pitol, which had been burnt the ſecond time : Bur the Glory 
e was reſolved to ingroſs to himſelf, for he would not 
ſuffer ,any name in the inſcriptions but his own, nor allow the 
leaſt mention of the primitive Fqunder.. In the Capitol he 
butlt a New Chappel, which he dedicated to Zupiter Cuſtos 3 
as alſo the Forum, or Hall of Juſtice, which 1s called ar this 
time Forum Nerve : He built ikewiſe another Temple for the 
Flavian Family, a Courſe, or Liſts, for Running or Wreſt- 
ling, a Mufick-houſe, and a place for a Sea-fight 3 the Stones 
of which were imploy'd afterwards for the repairing of 
the Circus, which on two fides had been lamemably 
burnt. . | 
6, His Military Expeditions , he = hrs voluntarily 
partly, as that againſt the Catt/, and parfly of neceſlity, as 
that againſt the Sarmatians, upon the cutting to pieces a 
whole Legion, and the General which Commanded them 
and two more againſt the Dac/, in the firſt of which 0ppi- 
11s-Sabinus (who had been Conſul) was ſlain 3 and in the ſe- 
cond, Cornelius Fuſc is, Colonel of the Prztorian Cohorrs, 
to whoſe Cundu&t he had committed the chief manage- 
ment of that War. -Afrer ſeveral Engagements, aud varie- 
ty of fortune, having conquer'd the Catt/, and the Darz, 


he Triumphed twice : But for his Victory over the Szrma- , 


tians, he had only the honour to preſent his Laurel Gar- 
land ro Zupiter Capitolinus. L. Antonius Governour of the 
Upper Germany , having revolted and put himſelf ar the 
head of a Mutinous Army, by moſt admirable fortune he 
reduced, though he was abſent himſelf : . For as they wete 
ready to. joyn Battle, the Rin? overflowing on a ſudden , 
ſtopt the Barbarian Force from paſſing over to the aſſ- 
ſtance- of Antonzus. Of which Victory his firſt news was 
rather by preſage than intelligence 3 for the very day on which 
that Battle was fought, an Eagle having covered his Statue 
with her wings, - wade a noiſe expreſſing a kind of joy, and 
not long after the news was. ſo hor that Antonius was killed, 
that many people affirmed his head was brought to Town, and 
that. they had ſeen 1t themſe]ves. 

'7. In many things he altered the ordinary. Cuſtoms ; par- 
ticularly, -he took way Hi publick Diſtriburions to Chents 


in Iiztle” Baskers, and brovght them to the old method of 
, I 1 magnt- 


482 The fwife of Domitian. 


magnificent Suppers : To the four antient FaRtions, at the 
Circenſian Games, he added two more, one 1n a Livery of 
Gold, the other in Purple. He forbad the Comedians a- 
&ing publickly upon the Stage, but allowed them theirliber- 
ty m particular houſes. He prohibited the Caſtration. of 
Children ; and ſuch as were Eunuchs already, and in the 
poreiee of the Merchant, he moderated their prices, and 
r 


ought them down to a more reaſonable rate. Obſerving a Þ 


vaſt plenty of Wine, and as great a ſcarcity of Corn in the 
fame year, he concluded, that by their too much care of cul- 
tivating their Vines, they had negle&ed their Tillage ; to 
prevent the ſame inconvenience for the future, he put forth 
an Edit, commanding no more Vines ſhould be planted in 
Italy, and, that they ſhonld he cut down 1n the Provinces, 
or at leaſt reducghto a moiety of what they were at that 
time ; but he perſyſted not in this reſolution. Some of the 
eateſt and moſt conſiderable Offices, he communicated 
indiffcrently between his Libertines and Souldiers. He 
would not ſuffer the Legions to double their Camps, nor 
any of the Souldiers to depoſite above a thouſand Seſterces 
about their Colours. Foraſmuch as Antonius deſigning a Mu- 
tiny in the Winter Quarters of the two Legions, ſeemed 
to have founded his confidence upon the money 71 de- 
poſito, he added alſo to the pay of the Souldiers, which 
conſiſted of three pieces of Gold by the month, a fourth 
Iece, | 
, 8. In the adminiſtration of Juſtice, he was wery diligent 
and induſtrious z He many times fate himſelf in an extraor- 
dinary manner in Court, and ſuperſeded the partial ſenten- 
ces of the Centumwuiri ; He admoniſh'd the Commiſſioners and 
Delegated Judges likewiſe, not to incline too much to: the 
Rhetorical perſwyafions of ſach as interpos'd in the behalf 
of the Slaves, and Servants which demanded their liberty, 
taking particular notice of ſuch Judges and Counſellors as 
were corrupt, and a&ed by bribes. He encouraged the Tri- 
bunes of the people to accuſe an «£4zle of Extortion, and 
to. demand Juſtice againſt him of the Senate. He was fo 
careful againſt the enormities of the Ciry Magiſtrates, and 
the Governours of Provinces, that there was never known 
more equity and modeſty amongſt the Fox Officers than 
in his time, though after his death moſt of the ſame per- 
& of all manner of crimes, Having 
upon 


ſons were convi 
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upon himſelf the Cenſorſhip, and fegulation of manners, 
he reformed the liberty which was taken in the Theatres, 
of ſitting promiſcuouſly amongſt the Noblefs. He ſuppreſſed 
ſuch Libels, and defamatory writings, as any wayes refle&ed 
npon perſons of Quality of either ſex, and caus'd them to 
be aboliſhed, with diſgrace and infamy to the Authors. He 
turned a Gentleman out of the Senate, for no other reaſon 
but that he took an immoderate delight in Buffonry and 
Dancing. From ſuch wpmen as were ſcandalous in their 
lives, he took away the priviledge of Litters, and their 
capacity of Legacies, and 1nheritance. He blotted a Roman 
Knight out of the Liſt of the Judges, for taking his Wife 
again after ſhe had been repudiate for Adultery. He con- 
demned ſome particular perſons of both degrees, (as well 
Senators as Gentlemen) by the Law Scatinia. The inceſts 
of the Veſtal Virgins, which his Father and Brother had 
negligently paſſed over, he pumtſh'd ſeverely ſundry wayes : 
Such as were convitted but once, were only put to death ; 
but others, according to the antient Cuſtom : For ha- 
ving permitted two' Siſters of the Family of the Ocellat, 
to make choice in what manner they would dye, and cx- 
preſs'd the ſame favour afterwards to Yaromilla, he bamiſh'd the 
perſons which had debauched them ; But when Gornelia 
their Principal was brought before him, who had been par- 
doned before, and was a long time after proſecuted and 
convict for the like offence again, he commanded her ro be 
buried alive , and che perſons which had vitiated her, to 
be whipr to death in the midſt of the Comitizm. One per- 
fon only which had been Prztor, whom (the Evi- 
dence being not clear) .they had conſtrained to a Con- 
feſſion by rorture, he favour'd ſo far as only to baniſh him ; 
and that no man might violate the Religion ayd Reve- 
rence which was dye to the Gods, with impunity, he 
caus'd the Souldiers to demoliſh a Monument which one of 
his Freemen had ere&ed for his Son, with the Stones which 
were defigned for the Temple of Fupzter Capitolinus 3 
_ "rang bones and aſhes which were in it, to be thrown 1nto 
[0 
9. Ar the beginning of his reign he ſhewed himſelf ſo 
gentle, and abhorring all manner of Cruelty, that 1n the 
abſence of his Father, upon the Memory of this Verſe in 
Viregtl, 
I 12 Impia 
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Impia quam cefis Gins tft epulata Favencis. 


E're the prophaner world ſet out their feaſts 
With innocent, and yet with ſlaughter'd Beaſts. 


He reſolved by an Expreſs Edit to forbid the facrificing 
of Oxin. Whilſt he was a private perſon, he gave not the 
leaſt Unbrage, or ſuſpicion of covetouſncſs, or parſimony, 
nor. for a long time after he was Emperour ; onthe other fide, 
he gave frequent teſtimonies, nor only of his moderation, 
but liberality, behaving himſelf very bountifully to alt that 
were about him, in;culcating nothimg to them ſo much as to 
avoid baſeneſs and ſordidnefs. Such inheritances as were 
left him by perſons which had Children, he would never ac- 
cept 3 - Ruſcirs Cepin having by his Will obliged his heir, To 
pay a certain ſum every year to every Senator which entred #n- 
to the Senate : He made the Will: void, and would not ſuf- 
fer it to be executed.” Such as had been ſued in the Trea- 
fury five years before, and had their ſuits ſtil] depending, 
he diſcharged, not allowing any new proceſs to be made 
npon that account, but within a years time, and that with 
this Caution, that if the Informer made not his charge good, 
he ſhould be baniſhed for his pas. The Clerks, and Nora- 
ries belonging to the Quzſtors, having been accuſtomed to 
Negotiate contrary -to the Law Clodia, he pardoned for 
the. time paſt, but not otherwiſe. The divifion of lands 
having been made for the Veteran Souldiers, he confirm'd 
the remainders which were left, to the! old poſſeſſors, as 
held 'of the Crown in Fee 3 ſuch falſe informations as fell 
under the Cognizance of the Exthequer, he repreft, and 
not without ſevere chaſtiſement to the Informers, this by 
reporr being his uſual ſaying, . That Prince which | does 
mot puniſh Injormers, dats but incourage and increaſe them. 

10. But this-mercy- and moderation. was not long li- 
ved, and yet he fell away ſooner to cruelty than avarice. 
A Scholar of Paris "the! Mimick , - being at that time. bur 
a Youth,” and very fick; he caus'd him to be ſlain, for no- 
thing, -but becauſe ' he. reſembled his Maſter. both. 1n his a- 
Aion and feature, Hermogenes of Tarſiis was ſerved mm the 
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ſame kind, for certain figurative refle&jons upon him 
in a Hiſtory which he compoſed, and the Clerks which 
tranſcribed it were Fanged. A ſubſtantial Houſe-keeper 
being a SpeRator at that time, and but ſaying of one of 
the Gladiators, The Thra:tan is bard enough for the other a- 
gainſt whom be fights, but not for bim who exhibits the 
ſhrw, was pulled down 1mmeditely from his Seat, and 
thrown upon the ſtage to be expoſed to the dogs, with this 
inſcription, The Thracians part-taker for having ſpoken irre- 
verent words. Many Senators he cauſed to be put to death, 
ſome of which had been formerly Conſuls, as particularly 
Civicus Cerealis 1n his Proconſulſhip. of Aſia, Saluidenus Or- 
fitus and Acilius Glabris m their bamſhment, pretending pra- 
Riſes againſt the State 3 Multirudes of others alſo he puniſh'd 
upon every flight occaſion : A1/vs Lamia amongſt the reſt 
was executed for his jeſts, though they were old and inno- 
cent 3 Domitian being in diſcoutſe with him one day after he 
had' taken away his Wife, he took occafion to commend 
his voice, to which lis replyed, Tt alas I muſt hold my 


peace, Titus adviſing him likewiſe to another Wife, he an- 
\wered; | 


wi x, ov 2apnons TRAC 5 


And would you, Sir, be marrizd too ? 


Salvius Cocreanus, for that he celebrated the Nativity of Otho 
the Emperour , who was his Unkle by the Fathers fide, 
Mztius Pomoſianus becauſe he was reported to have had an 
Imperial Horoſcope, and that the poſition of the Heavens 
at his birth, portended he ſhould be Emperour ; as alſo 
becauſe he carried about him a Map of the World in Parch- 
ment, the Speeches of all the Kings and Captains ment- 
oned in Livy, and had preſumed to give the names of Mage 
and Hannzbal to certain of his Slaves. Saluſtivs Lucul/us 
Lieutenant General in Britain, for ſuffering a new ſort of 
Lances to be called Lucullia's after his own name. Funis 
Ryſticus for publiſhing a writing in commendation of Pet's 
Thraſea, and Hlvidins Priſcus, and affirming them to he very 
honeſt men, upon which occaſion likewiſe he baniſhed all the 
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Philoſophers as well out of Italy, as Rome. He cauſed Hel- 


vidius Junior, to be ſlain 1n ike manger, for that he had 
wade a tertain Farce which he cauſed Whe recited upon the 
Stage, in which under the names of Paris and Oenone, he 
had made ſome retle&ions upon the Divorce betwixt his Wife 
and him. Flavins Sabinus one of his Couſin Germans, for 
that upon the day of the Afembly for the creation of Con- 
ſuls, the Publick Crier by miſtake pronounced him Empe- 
rour to the people, inſtead of Conſul. Nevertheleſs his 
cruelty increaſed after his Victory in the Civil War, 
in ſo much that to revenge himſelf of thoſe who had 
been of the adverſe party, and to diſcover their Compli- 
ces, he invented a new kind of torture, by putting fire 1n- 
ro their privy parts and ſometimes cutting off their hands, 
This 1s moſt clear, tie never pardoned but two perſons that . 
were of any eminence, (one a Tribune, of Senators de- 
gree, and the other a Centurion) who to make their inno- 
cence the more conſpicuous, made it appear they had 
been Catamites, and cffeminate perſons, and by conſe- 
quence uncapable of any intereſt exther with the General or 
Army. 

+ . Nor was he only fierce and poſitive in his Cruelty, 
but ſubti] alſo and artificial in furprizing. The day before 
he crucified the Comptroller of his Houſhold, he called 
him up into his Chamber, conſtrained him to fit down by 
him, diſmiſſed him merry and ſecure, and ſent him a diſh of 
meat from his own Table that night. Aretinus Clemens, a 
man of Conſular dignity, and one of his principal Favou- 
rites and Emiſſaries, when he had concluded upon his death, 
he ſent for him, cajol'd him, ſhewed him the ſame or great- 
er favour than before, till at laſt (being in the ſame Litter 
with him, as they were taking the air one day) perceiving 
his Accuſer, he demanded of Clemens, Whether be ſhould hear 
the next day what that Raſcal could jay ? And that he might 
abuſe the patience of men with the more ſcorn, and con- 
tempt, he never pronounced any diſmal ſentence, but with 
a Preamble full of- clemency and mercy : ſo that whenever 
he appear'd gentle in the Prologue, 1t was a ſure ſign the 
Epilogue would be bloody. Having brought ſome perſons 
(who were accuſed of Treaſon) before the Senate, to pre- 
pare them for his deſign, he declared publickly, that That 
Hay be ſhould be able to diſcern bow dear be was to the St- 
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nate z by which means he fore-ſpoke rheir judgments, an! 
eaſily prevailed to have them condemned to dye more ma- 
Jjorum : Which-when he had obtained, as if he had been 
terrified with the atrocity of the puniſhment, to take off 
the envy from himſelf, he interceded to the Senate in 
theſe words, for it will not be amiſs to ſet them down ex- 
preſly ; P. C. permit 1 beſtech you that 1 may obtain of your 
piety, (which notwithſtanding 1 know muſt be obtained with 
great difficulty) that theſt ou people condemned, may be allowed 
to make choice of what deaths they will dye ; By ſo doing you 
will reſcue your own eyes from a ſpeftacle of horror, and all the 
world will tabe notice I was preſent in the Senate. ; 

12, Having exhauſted his Treaſure by his cxtraordwaary 
Buildings, by his Exhibitions to the people, and augmen- 
ting the pay of his Souldiers; tocaſe his Military expences, 
he attempted to reform his Troops, and reduce them toa 
leſſer number : But confidering with himſelf, that would 
but leave him open to the Invations of the Barbarians, and 
befides that, the other Charges of the Empire were too 
great for him to contend with, he gave himſelf over to 
all kind of Rapine and Extortion. Upon the leaſt accu- 
ſation, by the firſt Informer, he ſeiz'd upon the Eſtates of 
all - people, whether living or dead : The leaſt a&ionor word 
againſt the Majeſty of their Prince, was ſufficient to undo 
them. He confiſcated Inheritances though never {ſo remots, 
if there were but one witneſs found to depoſe, that he heard 
the deceaſed party fay when he was living, That Cxfar was 
his Heir : But above all, the Tribute of the Jews was ex- 
ated with moſt ſeverity ; not only from ſuch .as by profeſ- 
ſion were Jews, and pradtiſed their Religion in the City, 
+ but from ſuch alſo as had diflembled their Original, and by 

that means, evaded the Impofitions. I remember when I 
was but a Boy, I was preſent at an Aſſembly in which the 
Emperours Procurator cauſed an antient man of fourſcore 
and ren years of age, to be ſearched, that he might know 
whether he was circumciſed or not. From his very 
youth he was rude, and unſociable, preſumpruous and jm- 
moderate, both in his words and hr a&ttons. Cenis one of 
his Fathers Concubines (returned newly gut of 1ſtrza) pre- 
ſenting her ſelf to him to kiſs him as ſhe had uſed to. do, he 
pave her his hand. Taking it 11] his Brother fon aaa had 
his Servants 1n white Liveries ke his, he cryed our, 
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Our dzafdy rohuxugpgiig- 


No pleaſant profſpet it affords, 
To ſee at onct two Soveraign Lords. 


13. When he was arcired at the Empire, he had the 
confidence to boaſt in the Senate, That it was be bad 
given it both to his Fath:r, and Brother, and that thy bad 
but reſtored it to him again. After his Divorce, when he 
took his Wife again, he declared, That he had re-takben ber 
to his Sacred Bid : 'And when he made a great Feaſt one 
day, he took great delight to hear their acclamations and 
wiſhes of all health and happineſs to our Loyd and Lady. His 
obſtinacy and perverſeneſs appzar'd at the repreſentation of 
the Plays inſtituted 1n horour ro Fupiter Caritolinus 3; where 
the whole Aſſembly by common conſent making it their 
rms that he would reſtore Palſurius Sa, (who had 

een formerly turned out of the Senate, but had at that 
time gained the Prize amongſt the Orators) he gave 
them no anſwer, more than by the common Cryer to com- 
mand their filence. With the ſame arrogance diftating a 
Lerter for one of his Officers, he began, Our Lord and our 
God requires it ſhall bz ſo: whereupon it was ordered, that 
no man ſhovld preſume to call him otherwiſe, either in 
writing or diſcourſe. He would not permit any Statues to 
be ſetup for him 1n the Capitol, but what were of Gold or 
Silver, and a preciſe weight. He ere&ed. ſo many Gates, 
and Triumphal Arches (upon which were repreſented his . 
Chariot and four Horſes, with all his Enſigns of Triumph) 
thar upon one of tlie ſaid Arches *APKEI was 1nſcribed , 
which in Greek fignifies enough. He was the firſt man 
which was ever known to be Conſul ſeventeen rimes ; the 
middle ſeven ſucceſſively, but almoſt all of them he held 
cnly in Title, none beyond the Calends of May, and 
ſeveral to the Ides of 7anuary, and no longer. After his 
ro Trimphs, (over the Catti and Dac;) when he had 
aſtumed the Surname of Germanicus, he alrered the names of 
the two months September and Offober, and cauſed them ro 
be called OFnanicis and Domitianus, becauſe in one of 
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them he was made Emperour, and in the other he was 
born. 

14. His deportment having made him terrible, and 
conſequence odious to all people, he periſhed at length by 
the Conſpiracy of his Friends and Freemen of greateſt 1n- 
timacy with him, with the privity and co-operation of his 
Wife. A long time before, he had an apprehenſion not 
onely of the year and day, but of the hour and manner 
of his death. For the Chaldeans had given him their Pre- 
ditions when he was but a child. One mght as he was at 
Supper, he was obſerved to forbear Muſhromes, which his 
Father taking notice of, fell a laughing at him, as one that 
was 1gnorant of his own Deſtiny, for that he did not fear 
the ſword rather than them: upon this ſcore he lived 1n 
perperual di.quiet, the leaſt apprehenſion throwing him 
down into the greateſt anxiety. It 1s faid he repealed the 
Edict he had exhibited for the deſtroying of Vines for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe theſe Verſes in Greek were ſcat- 
tered about Kome. 


Pluch up my voots, try all can be devisd, 
Tit Tle find nine when Czfars ſacrific'd. 


By the ſame diffdence and fear (though he was otherwiſe 
very vainand ambitious) he refuſed the new honour which 
they had contrived for him, which was, that as oft as he 
ſhould exerciſe the ,Conſulſhip, the Gentlemen of Rome 
choſen by lot, habited in their robes, with Military Lances 
in their hands, ſhould march before him amongſt his Lt- 
Qors , and Serjeantss The time of his ſuſpected danger 
drawing near, he grew every day more jealous than other, 
inſomuch, that he cauſed a Gallery in which he uſually walk- 
ed, to be ſer about with a certain ſtone called Phengztzs, by 
the - brightneſs of which, the Images were refletted in thar 
ſort, he could ſee whatever was done behind him, as well 
as in a Glaſs. He would not admit any Priſoner or Crimi- 
nal to be broughr before him, but 1n private ; nor would 
he hear what any of them covld fay for themſelves, nll 
he had firſt gotten their chains 1n his hands 3 that his Do- 
meſlicks might ſee how unſafe it was for any one to attempt 
rhe 
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the life of his Patron, though to never ſo good an end, he 
commanded Epaphroditus (Secretary - to Nero) to be pur 
' to death, becauſe jt was reported that when Nero was de- 
ſerted by . every body elſe, he gave his helpinghand to the 
making him away. # 

15. Though Flavius Clemens was his Couſin German, 
and no way to be feared in reſpe& of the inattivity and 
contemptibleneſs of his life ; though he had declared his 
Sons (which were very young) his Succefſors, and havin 
alter'd their old names, cauſed one of them to be calle 
Veſpaſian, and the other Domitian : Yet on a ſudden, upon 
a ſlight and groundleſs ſuſpicion, he commanded him to he 
cut off, before he was well out of his Conſulſhip : Which 
piece of cruelty gave no ſmall expedition to his own 
ruine. For eight months together , there was ſo much 
thunder and lightning in all parts, that when the news was 

him, ed out, Let him ſirike now whom be 

pleaſes. The Capitol, the Temple of the Family of the Fla- 
vii, his Palace, and his very Chamber were all ſmitten ; 
The Inſcription upon a Trwmphal Statue, was taken off 
the Baſis by the violence of a Tempeſt, and fell down in- 
to a Monument hard by. The Tree which had been thrown 
down in Veſþaſjans time, and roſe up again of it (elf, fell 
down the ſecond time on a ſudden. The Oracle at Pre- 
neſte, which was accuſtomed to favour him conſtantly, and 
ro promiſe him good fortune at the beginning of every 
ear 3 contrary to its former kindneſs, preſaged nothing 

t forrow now, and that not without mention of blood. 
He dreamed that Minerva, (whom he adored even toſuper- 
ſtition) had withdrawn her (elf from rhe Chappel he Fad 
conſecrated to her, and that ſhe told him, That Jupiter had 
diſarmed her, and ſhe jcould proteft him no longer. But no- 
thing went fo near him, as the anſwer of Aſcletarion the 
Aſtrologer, and the accident which enſued thereupon. For 
he being accuſed of having pubhſhed his Predi&jons ac- 
cording to the Rules of Art, and not denying it at all, he 
asked hm 1fhe knew his own fortune, and could tell what 
would become of himſelf ; the Aſtrologer replyed, That in 
a ſhort time he ſhould be devoured by Dogs. To convince the 
World, as he thought of his error, he cauſed him imme- 
diately to be killed, and burned with as much care as was 
poſſible z whilſt they were obeying his Commands, a fu- 
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rious tempeſt aroſe on a ſudden, threw down the Funeral 
Pile, and blew off the body 3 and the Dogs by accident 
caught it up, 2nd eat it before 1t was half burnt ; Which the 
Mimick Latinus having ſeen as he paſt by , he told Domi- 
tian as he fare at ſupper that night, amongſt rhe reſt ofhis ſto- 
ries of that day. 

15. The day before he was killed, having commanded 
that ſome Ne@arines which were brought_ him then, ſhould 
be ſet up againſt the morrow, he added theſe words, if 
it be my fortune to uſe themz and turning about to ſuch as 
were near him, he told them, That the next day the Moon 
would appear bloody in Aquarius, and that ſomething would 
be done, which ſhould be the diſcourſe of all the World. A- 
bout midnight he was fo affrighted, he leaped out of his 
bed. The next morning he ſent for an Aſtrologer which 
was come out of Germany, and condemned him to death, 
becauſe having conſulted him about the Conſequences of 
thoſe ligttaings, he made anſwer that they portended 
a revolution 1n the State. It happened alſo that ſcratching 
a Bile he had upon his forchead, till the Blood ran down 
upon his face, he uttered theſe words with a figh, And 
would to God this weve all ! Then he inquired what a Clock 
Ir was, and they told him by defign 1t was twelve, inſtead 
of eleven, which was the hour he apprehended. At which 
being over joyed, as if the danger was paſt, he haſted 
with all ſpeed to his Bath, for the refreſhment of his 
Body 3 but Parthenis his principal Chamberlain carried 
him another way , pretending he had got a perſon in 
his Chamber , who had matter of great 1mpostance to 
diſcover to him, and ſuch as was not to be deferred, up- 
on which he commanded all people to withdraw, and re- 
riring into his Chamber, was murdered as ſoon as he came 
in. 

17. The Order of the Conſpiracy, and the tmanner of 
irs execution, are relared as follow. Whilſt the Confp1- 
rators were in diſpute amongſt themſelves, what courſe 
they ſhould take , and whether they ſhould affail him n 
his Bath, or at Supper; Stephanus the Procurator of Dg- 
mitella (who at that time ſtood accuſed for embezcling 
certain Moneys) tendred rhem his aſſiſtance, To take © 
al! ſuſpicion he pretended ſomething was amiſs in his Icft 
arm, and for ſome days kept it wrapt up in Wool, and 

rrath'd, 
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fwath'd, into which having conveyed a dagger, he entred 
into the Chamber, and under pretence of diſcovering a 
Plot, he preſented the Emperour with a Liſt, and whilft 
he was reading it with great horror and aſtoniſhment, Ste- 
phanus ſtruck his dagger into his privitiess Domitian 
finding himſelf wounded, endeavoured to defend himſelf, 
but Clodianus (who had the command of a wing of the 
Army) Maximus Parthenius, (one of Is Freemen) Saturius 
(a principal officer belonging to his Chamber) with one of 
the Gladiators, fell all upon him, gave him ſeven deſperate 
wounds, and killed him. A young lad who had the keep- 
ing of the Chamber where the Larzs or Houſhold Gods 
were kept, had the fortune to be by, and he added this 
ro what we have ſaid before, that upon the firſt wound Do- 
-mitian receiv'd, he called to him to reach him a dagger which 
was under his pillow, and to call the Servants, but thatthere 
was nothing of the Dagger to be found, bur the Hilt, and the 
doors all locked faſt, and ſecure. That the Emperour ha- 
ving ſtruggled for ſome time with Stzphanus at laſt got him 
down, ſometimes ſtriving to wreſt the Dagger out of his 
hand, and ſometimes, Cad they were all mangled and 
ewe) to thruſt his eyes out with his fingers. He was flain the 
eighteenth of S:ptembzy , in the five and fortieth year of 
his age, and the fifteenth of his Empire. His body being 
carried out upon a Bier, as a perſon of the meaneſt condition, 
by common Bearers 3 Phillis, his Nurſe, burned it at a 
Country houſe ſhe had , not far from the Town, in the 
Highway, ca'!led L:tinz. But his aſhes ſhe carried private- 
ly mto the Temple of the F!2vians, and mingled them with 
the aſhes of 7:/;2 the Daughter of Titus, which ſhe had nurft 
alſo. 

18. His ſtature was Tall, his Countenance modeſt , 
though ſanguine, his eycs large, but dull and dim, he was 
handſome, and well proportioned 1n all his Iimbs, except 
his fect, for his toes were of the ſhorteſt, but his youth 
and his beaury went away together, for afterwards he grew 
bald , his belly great, and his leggs very ſmall and lean, 
by a long fit of ſickneſs : He was (o affefted with the 0- 
pinion the World had of his comlineſs, that he boaſted 
of it one day before the Scnate 1n theſe words 5 Hither- 
to you have not diſapproved either of my heart, or proportion. 
However he was ſo much dillatisfted with his baJdnefs, 

that 
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that if any other perſon was refleted upon by ir, either in jeſt 
or in carneſt, he took it to himſ&f, aad interpreted jt as 
ſpoken in contempt of him. Yet in a Book which he 
Celiracd to one of his Friends, about the preſervation 
of the Hair, he uſed theſe words both for his, and his 
own- conſolation ; Serft thou not how proper and handſome I 
am? yet my bair has the ſame deſtiny with yours, and 1 
take it patiently that it grows 61d whillt Tam in my youth : But 
you muſt know, as nothing 15 more graceful, ſo nothing is more 
tranſitory than beauty. : 

19, Living as he did in delicacy and eaſe, no wonder 
if he was impatient of labour, and ſeldom made uſe of 
his feet : In his Military Expeditions, ſometimes he 
went on Horſe-back, but moſt commonly in his Litter. 
Of all the Exerciſes of Arms, he delighted * eſpecially in 
ſhooting with an Arrow, in which he was fo excellent, 
that many have ſeen him kill hundreds of ſeveral forts of 
Beaſts inhis Park near Alba, with fuch incomparable art, 
he would fix two Arrows in their heads at two ſhoots, as 
if they had been.two horns : Sometimes he would fer a Bo 
at a good diſtance, to expand the palm of his right han 
for a mark, and wovld ſhoot his Arrows fo skilfully, they 
ſhould all paſs berwixt his fingers without doing him any 
harm, 

20, Ar the beginning of his Empire , he negle&ed all 
kind of Literature, though he was at great expence in re- 
pairing the Lihrayies which had been burnt, and recover- 
ing Copies of ſuch Books as were loſt, ſending on purpoſe 
as far as Alexandria to tranſcribe and corret*them, Never- 
theleſs he never applied himſelf either to Hiſtory, or Poetry, 
or even to ſuch Compoſitions as neceſſity requir'd. Befides 
the As and Commentaries of Tib:yius, he never read any 
thing, and was beholding to the invention of other people, 
for all his Letters, Orations, and Edits. However his dif- 
courſe was not unelegant, and ſometimes things came from 
him very remakable ; 1 wiſh (faid he) 1 was but as hana- 
ſome, as Metius thinks himſelſ : Seeing ones head mingled 
with yellowiſh and white hair, he cry'd, 1t was nothing but 
Snow and Mead mix'd together. He pronounced alſo, That 
the moſt miſerable condition in the whole world, was the con- 
dition of a Prince, for that no body would believe he bad diſ- 
covered a Conſpiracy, unleſs he was killed, As often as his 
affairs 
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affairs would give him leave , he diverted himſelf at Dice, 

even on Working-daycs and in the Mornings. He bathed 

himſelf likewiſe-in the Ay time, and eat plentifully ar Din- 

ner z..'but at Supper he ſeldom took any thing but a Mats- 

þ an Apple, and one fingle draught out of a narrow mouth'd 
Vial: He Feaſted often, and magnificently, but was ſeldom 
long at the Table, never after Sun-ſetting, nor permitted 
any Collations; for till he went to bed, he did nothing but 
walk privately by himſelf. 

21. He was ſo much addicted to wantonnefs, he made it 
his recreation, and called it his Bed wreſtling. *Tis report- 
ed he pulled the hair off of his Concubines with Pincers, 
and that he ſwum amongſt the moſt ordinary Proſtitutes. 
Being obliged by his Marriage with Domitia, he conſtant- 
ly refuſed his Brothers Daughter which was offered him 

likewiſe 3 yet not long after, when ſhe was married to another 
Xx man, he debauched her of his own accord, though his Bro- 
ther Titus was alive: At length both her Father and Huſ- 
band being dead, he loved her very ardently, and 
| owned it to the World; yet when he had got her with 
ary he forced herto miſcarry, which was the cauſe of her 
th. 

22. His death was indifferent to the people, but the Soul- 
diers bewailed it exceedingly, who immediately upon the 
news endeavoured to Canonize him for a God ; and had 
they had any body to head them, had doubtleſly revenged 
It, as they did not long afterwards, when they demanded 
the Authors of that Murdey, to be executed. But on the 
contrary, the joy of the Senate was fo great, that being af- 
ſembled in haſte, they could not forbear inveighing and re- 
viling him in the moſt contumelious manner imaginable, 
commanding Ladders immediately to be brought, his Scut- 
cheons and Images to be taken down, and broke to pieces be- 

fore their faces z and. at laſt decreed, that all Inſcriptions 
ſhould be razed, and.Aall Memorials of him aboliſhed. Nor 
: many 00gus before he was murdered, a Crow ſpake theſe 
words in the Capital, 35a. navre xeag, All ſhall be well; 
whith was interpreted by ſome body in this manner. 
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Nuper Tarpeio quz ſedit aFrine Cornix, 
Eſt bene, non potuit dicere : dixit,  erjt, 


On the Terpeian Mount the Crow did tell, 
Though all yet is not, all yet will be well. 


Some report alſo, that Domztian himſelf having dreatnt that 
he had a certain Bunch or Excreſcence of Gold growing out 
behind his neck, he concluded it was a certain preſage, thar 
the Commonwealth would be more happy and flouriſhing 
after his death 3 and indeed it fell out accordingly not long 


after, by the prudenceand moderation of the Princes which 
ſucceeded him. 


